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Juba Peace Process
I am back as LRA talks chief, says Matsanga (New Vision)
http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/633002 

THE Government is yet to receive formal communication from LRA leader, Joseph Kony, about his willingness to resume the peace talks. Over the weekend, the former leader of the LRA peace team, David Matsanga, said Kony had reinstated him, adding that he had been mandated to ensure that the talks resumed and the final agreement signed. 

Kony fired Matsanga on April 9, a day before he was to sign the deal. Dr. James Obita replaced Matsanga. 

However, the head of the Ugandan delegation, Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda, said he had neither received information from the chief mediator, Riek Machar, nor Kony on resuming talks. 

He added that Matsanga had also not yet contacted him about the issue. 

Gulu RDC Walter Ochora, who is reported to have reliable sources within the LRA, also said he was not aware of the new plan. 

“Kony has not communicated and no one close to him has told me so.” 

Matsanga’s latest claims come amid reported attacks, abductions, looting and killings by the rebels in southern Sudan and the DR Congo. 

The South Sudan government, which has been vital in steering the talks, has indicated that it would not promote more talks because the rebels had attacked its people. 

“Enough is enough! We have been lenient for long and the time to act has come. The LRA have abused the hospitality we accorded them,” Anthony Makana, the South Sudan trade minister, said on Saturday 

He was presiding over celebrations at Pope Paul Memorial Centre in Kampala to mark 25 years of the Sudan Peoples Liberation Army and Movement (SPLA/M) . 

New conflict with Ugandan rebels looms on horizon (Earth Times)
http://www.earthtimes.org/articles/show/211752,new-conflict-with-ugandan-rebels-looms-on-horizon--feature.html  
The two-year peace process in Uganda aimed at ending a rebellion by the notorious Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) lies in tatters as the rebels re-arm and Uganda, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and southern Sudan gear up for battle. The LRA rebellion, which stretched over decades with varying degrees of intensity, saw tens of thousands killed or mutilated and several million displaced. 

Now military officials say LRA leader Joseph Kony is preparing to re-ignite the civil war that wreaked 
havoc in northern Uganda. 

"He is not only re-arming, but he already has the arms for the war," Ugandan military spokesman, Major Paddy Ankunda told Deutsche Presse-Agentur dpa. 

The LRA, which is well-known for recruiting child soldiers, is already attacking villages and killing and abducting people in southern Sudan, the DRC and parts of the Central African Republic (CAR), United Nations and military officials say. 

Uganda has said it will this month attack the LRA in collaboration with the DRC, southern Sudan and the UN peace-keeping force in the DRC. 

"The problem with Kony is that he is continuing to destabilize the region," Captain Chris Magezi, a spokesman for the Ugandan government team in the talks aimed at setting up a force to tackle Kony's guerrillas, told dpa. 

"He is trying to provoke the region into attacking him and that will be his end," he added. 

Kony, a former lay preacher in his late 40s, in April refused to sign the peace deal. He said he would only comply if the International Criminal Court (ICC) removed indictments it slapped on him and four other LRA members for war crimes. 

According to the ICC, the LRA is guilty of abductions, killings, rape and conscription of Ugandan children into the war. 

UN and human rights groups, which accuse the rebels of abducting nearly 30,000 children in northern Uganda, say that they are now committing exactly the same crimes in Sudan, Congo and the CAR. 

A report released in May by the US-based Human Rights Watch says that since February the rebel outfit has "carried out at least 100 abductions and perhaps more in the CAR, the Democratic Republic of Congo and Southern Sudan."

Southern Sudan brokered the peace deal, but the LRA now seems hell-bent on antagonizing the peace-makers as well. 

On June 5, the LRA attacked a military outpost of the southern Sudanese army near the DRC border, killing over 20 people, including 14 members of the Sudanese People's Liberation Army (SPLA). 

"The military option has always been there for as long as Kony failed to sign the agreement - we are just waiting for a word from the Sudanese mediators before we act," Ankunda said. 

It appears that Uganda may not have to wait long. A Sudanese government newspaper, The New Vision, quoted Trade Minister Anthony Makana as saying during a recent visit to Kampala that they are ready to act. 

"The LRA has abused the hospitality we accorded it. We are still consulting with other regional leaders so that we can flush him (Kony) out of his hide-out," the minister said. 

The elusive guerrilla commander is based in the north-east of the DRC, where he fled in late 2004 after being forced out of his former southern Sudanese bases. 

Northern Uganda 
Armed robbers now terrorise northern Uganda (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Armed_robbers_now_terrorise_northern_Uganda.shtml 

A new wave of armed robbery is sweeping the north in what the army says could destabilise the relatively peaceful region.

The army publicist for northern region, Capt. Ronald Kakurungu points a finger Lords Resistance Army (LRA) ex-combatants who he said did not surrender some of the ammunition they had and terrorise civilians.

“We have observed that the LRA ex-rebels who surrendered did not handover all their guns and we suspect they are ones they are using in robbery. But we shall not allow them to spoil the peace we achieved,” Capt. Kakurungu said told Daily Monitor on Monday.

He said the army has in the last three years managed to recover over 500 guns from LRA ex-rebels.

“There are some civilians who pick guns from the bushes where rebels buried them and those are part of them that have ended up in the hands of the wrong doers,” he said. 

Last year on October 22,, police arrested former Director of Operations for the LRA Alfred Onen Kamdulu over armed robbery.

Kamdulu is part of the LRA group that abandoned rebellion and surrendered to the government in 2004. He was arrested with a pistol and AK-47 riffles from his hideout in Maruzi farm in Apac District. 

This was after him and nine others staged an ambush at Aganga village, Akokoro Sub county and robbed cash, mobile phones and other personal belongings from local traders. Kamdulu was later transferred to Gulu.

Capt. Kakurungu said civil wars in the neighbouring DRC and Southern Sudan have also fuelled the trafficking of ammunition into the region.

“We have now tightened security on all the borders and the side of Kitgum and Pader bordering Karamoja to ensure that armed Karimojong don’t smuggle guns into other areas.” he added.

The acting Regional Police Commander, Mr Egessa Oduri said police’s new policy of sensitising the community on how to prevent crime has been strengthened and is optimistic that it would help in scrutinising bad elements in the community.

The Minister of Internal Affairs, Dr Ruhakana Rugunda launched the policy on June, 25, 2008 and it aims at sensitising the community in fighting and preventing crime within communities.

Mr Egessa urged the communities to be vigilant and to always network with the responsible security agencies. 

“We have established police posts at every sub county to detect and prevent crime.” Egessa added.

The currently booming business in north and Gulu in particular has attracted robbers from other big towns, the RDC Gulu District, Walter Ochora Odoch said.

“We really anticipated this [robbery] because where there is a booming business, people of different characters mix-up and at times they cause havoc,” he said adding “But we are yet to handle the situation because the peace in the north has come to stay.
Pests invade cotton gardens in the north (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/220/633044 

THE bollworm has invaded cotton plantations in the north, threatening the region not only with low cotton yields but also famine, a visit to the area has discovered. 

The green and dark-brown worms are thriving in the area because in a bid to produce pure organic cotton, the farmers no longer spray their gardens. The farmers were told to stop spraying by Dunavant, a cotton dealer, which promised them high prices for the organic cotton. 

A visit to Ogur sub-county in Lira revealed that the bollworms had destroyed the cotton, leading to panic among farmers. 

Sylvia Ogwal, 49, a farmer in Ogur, said her cotton was attacked by the worms but the ginners had not helped. 

“The pests appeared two weeks ago. They destroy the cotton, groundnuts, sun-flower, soya-beans and other vegetables,” she said. 

“They attack the seeds, damage them and eat the leaves. They spread like burning fire. The ginners came here and only took the pictures,” Ogwal explained. 

The worms attack the crops in swarms and devour an acre of the crop in a day. They also eat the stems and flower pods. 

Experts believe the bollworm may spread to Pader, Kitgum, Apac, Oyam and Dokolo, hitting hard the economic livelihood of the cotton-producing areas. 

To make matters worse, the bollworms have come during the planting season. 

The farmers have spent less on inputs because they were also discouraged by the crop failure last year. However, they have resorted to emergency measures to save their crop. 

Bens Byamukama, the Cotton Development Organisation’s (CDO) field officer for the northern region, said the outbreak of pests was due to lack of spraying. 

“The farmers rushed for organic farming, which needs sufficient preparations,” he argued. 

“Farmers are upset about this invasion because they don’t understand its cause. They are looking for a solution,” Byamukama added. 

Critics have said the campaign to promote organic cotton production in the north is being done hurriedly without sufficient preparations. 

The cotton farmers in the north have received 660,000 metric tonnes for the 2008/09 planting season. 

The seeds are distributed freely to the farmers by CDO, the body regulating and monitoring the sector. 

If well managed, the distributed seeds are expected to produce over 200,000 bales of cotton this year.

Poor seeds irk residents (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/633003 
AMURU-Residents of Alokolum Gok and Alero camps have complained of few and poor seeds given under NAADS. During a tour by the district reconciliation and peace team on Monday, the residents said each sub-parish was given only 10 kilos of rice seeds. The rice and bean seeds were given as relief to the residents, who were last year hit by floods, which destroyed crops. But most of the seeds did not germinate. Alero sub-county NAADS coordinator Walter Owona said they asked the residents three weeks ago, to return the seeds.

Pader sets up smaller IDP camps (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/633000 

PADER district has established 455 new satellite camps for the internally displaced people who have left the main camps, the LC5 chairman has said. 

Peter Odok W’Oceng added that the people were moving from the camps near their homes and cultivating their formerly abandoned fields as they prepared to finally resettle home. 

He observed that the Juba-Peace talks, which had stalled, greatly contributed in building confidence among the people, who were gradually returning to their villages. 

The resettlement was more evident in the southern part of the district, the chairman pointed out. 

Odok, however, lamented that in the northeastern areas, residents were afraid of leaving the camps due to incessant raids by Karimojong cattle rustlers. 

Odok commended the various charities working in the region for helping in the reintegration of the people. 

He was last week addressing councillors in the district council hall during the reading of the draft budget and the three- year district development plan 2008-11. 

The district council, he noted, had formulated the plan whose focus would be improving the quality of life and increasing household income. 

The making of the plan, the LC5 chief said, had involved extensive consultations with residents. 

“Pader has been insecure for over 21 years and this has exacerbated poverty.”  

Camps anger district chief (New Vision) 

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/633003 
DOKOLO-Unless the people of the north leave the camps and return to their homes, they will never rebuild their lives, the district chairman has said. “People should stop crying of poverty. This is nonsense and we must stop it. Nobody should go to any NGO to beg for assistance. We have a lot of resources,” John Bosco Okello noted. He added that beggars had no space even in heaven. He was on Sunday briefing journalists at Lira district council chambers. (New Vision)

Eastern Uganda
Dry season to hit Uganda for several months - national weather report (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Dry_season_to_hit_Uganda_for_several_months_-_national_weather_report.shtml 

A dry spell that will last several months has started in most parts of the country, causing more anxiety about food scarcity resulting from the rising food prices.

According to a weather forecast issued by the Meteorology Department in Entebbe on Wednesday, June - August is generally a dry season over most parts of western, central, Lake Basin and eastern regions.

The eastern region including Karamoja where people have been dying of starvation will therefore have little respite from the drought over the next few months.

“This climate outlook for June - August is based on regression of observed rainfall,” the report reads in part. 

Overall, there is an increased likelihood of near normal conditions over much of the country with a slight tendency to below normal rainfall. Below Normal range is a situation whereby the total rainfall is below 75 per cent of the Long Term Mean (LTM). 

Under this range, there are high chances for socio-economic activities being stressed, the level of stress increasing with increasing rainfall deficiency, according to the report.

This will affect Busoga region, Busia and Tororo as well as northeastern districts of Katakwi and the Karamoja region. However, the northern region is expected to be wet with heavy rains picking up late June and continuing to late October/early November.
Human Rights
Govt ordered to pay tortured man sh35m (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/632824 

TAXPAYERS will have to foot the sh35m, which the Uganda Human Rights Commission ordered the attorney general to pay as damages to a torture victim. 

Dismus Iwolot lost his sexual power after he was tortured by State security agents in Tororo district over allegations that he had an illegal gun. 

Commissioner Constantine Karusoke ruled that the Government should give Iwolot sh25m in general damages for violation of his rights to protection from torture, cruel, inhumane and degrading treatment; sh5m for deprivation of his rights to personal liberty and sh5m for extemporary damages. 

“State officials must be discouraged by all means from acting oppressively, arbitrarily or unconstitutionally,” Karusoke said in statement dated March 17. 

“I was arrested on November 23, 2002 by the then officer in charge Tororo Central Police Station, Jeremiah Isiko and one Mugenyi, an intelligence officer then attached to Malaba revenue check point,” Iwolot said. 

He added that he was briefly detained at the check point and the Police station before being transferred to Bugema military barracks in Mbale from where he was released on December 10, 2002 without being charged. 

The tribunal heard that Mugenyi twisted Iwolot’s testicles, while asking him where he hid the gun. 

The complainant said at the Police station and army barracks he was handcuffed, caned daily using rubber sticks and denied food for days. 

Iwolot’s wife and a physician testified. 

Health 
High population exerts pressure on rural health (Weekly Observer)

http://www.ugandaobserver.com/new/easy/health/hth200805011.php 

At 24, Lillian Kyomugisha has already produced four children. But until her fifth pregnancy, she had not heard of family planning.

“My family has expanded and I have talked to my husband about joining family planning after giving birth,” she said. 

Now nine months pregnant, Kyomugisha got married at 17. She treks 20km from Kyabiranga village, Bukiro Sub-county to Bwizibwera Health Centre for antenatal care.

According to Sister Robinah Mugabi, the in-charge clinical officer, Bwizibwera Health Centre, only 8% of the people in the area appreciate family planning.

“The majority of the mothers who come for family planning services do it secretly without the knowledge of their husbands,” Mugabi said.

“90% come for the injectable. They think with tablets, they forget swallowing,” she added.

Only 2% of the men, according to Mugabi, choose vasectomy and only 5% ask for condoms.

More than six in ten (65%) married women were not using any contraception at the time the 2006 Demographic and Health Survey was carried out. They intended to use family planning in future and half of these prospective users (51%) favoured injectables, while only 14% asked for pills.

According to the 2006 abridged version of the 2002 Population and Housing Census, 39 of the districts had very high fertility rates ranging between 7 and 9 children per woman.

With the current trend, Uganda’s population is projected to double to 55 million by 2025 and 130 million in 2050.

Uganda will on July 11 join the rest of the world to celebrate World Population Day. This year’s celebrations will take place at Kakyeka Stadium in Mbarara district under the theme, ‘Promote and invest in family planning for national development.’

Uganda’s population growth rate of 3.2% registered between 1991 and 2002 is the highest ever recorded in the world. It increased from 16.7 million in 1991 to 24.2 million in 2002.

Such high population growth has major implications for social service provision and places huge burden on the already limited budget.

Bwizibwera, for example, is supposed to offer health services to 179,978 people in nine sub-counties of Kashari County. But the centre remains under-staffed without a doctor and with only 23 medical workers instead of 50. 

“We had one [doctor] last year but [he] left for greener pastures. We advertised and three people applied but never appeared for interviews. Here we pay only Shs 0.5 million yet other organizations pay Shs 2 million,” Mugabi said.

“Staffing is still a challenge. Let’s address the possible causes of failure for districts to recruit doctors. Is it remuneration or other incentives?” noted the Senior Medical Officer, Mbarara District, Dr. Eldad Mabumba.

“While we are recruited by local governments, we are registered by the Ministry of Health and yet they neglect mentoring us. It costs between Shs 23 to 25 million to produce a doctor but what has the employing body done to exploit this expertise. If government is to tap into this, then it has to bond its expertise,” he added.

Bwizibwera, which handles 60 deliveries every month, refers many of its patients to Mbarara Hospital because of lack of expertise.

“When there are no doctors in health centre IVs, a mother has to pay an extra cost to get to a distant hospital and yet some mothers are too poor to afford the transport fares,” Dr. Mabumba said.

“Some refuse saying, ‘Why do I go to Mbarara’ and yet some times our ambulance has no fuel,” Mugabi noted.

At Bwizibwera, space is still a problem. Male patients share the same ward with females and the paediatric ward which is supposed to have 50 beds has only 24, which are usually full.

This leaves patients with no choice but to go to Mbarara Hospital which has resulted in a sharp increase in the number of patients visiting the hospital - from 1.5 million to 2.2 million.

“70% of the people who use our health centres don’t come from the municipality,” said the mayor, Wilson Tumwine. 

Routine HIV testing boosts uptake (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=78691 

Routinely counselling and testing patients for HIV during regular clinic visits is proving effective in increasing testing numbers in several Ugandan districts. 

The Research Triangle Institute (RTI), an independent research organisation with headquarters in North Carolina, has been routinely offering HIV counselling and testing to patients and their family members at 10 health centres in eight districts of Uganda since 2004. About 99 percent of people have agreed to be tested. 

"We provide a health talk to all patients that includes the basic facts about HV; then an HIV test is offered, with the patient being given the choice to opt out," RTI's Jennifer Namusobya explained to delegates at the recent HIV Implementers' Meeting in Kampala, Uganda’s capital. "There is no coercion and they are informed of the confidential nature of the test." 

People who test positive for the virus are offered further counselling and referred to the centre’s HIV clinic. Those who test HIV-negative are counselled on risk reduction, given condoms and advised to test again in three months if they have recently engaged in behaviour that may have exposed them to the virus. 

By March 2008, the 10 health centres had tested more than 124,000 people for HIV, 30 percent of them non-patients. An estimated 13 percent tested positive, of which 8,525 have been enrolled on antiretroviral (ARV) treatment. 

Figures estimating that only about 12 percent of men and 10 percent of women in sub-Saharan Africa know their HIV status, led the World Health Organisation to revise its testing guidelines in 2007. HIV testing in the region has mainly been done on a client-initiated voluntary counselling and testing (VCT) basis, but fear of stigma and discrimination, the perception by many people that they are not at risk as well as a lack of VCT services in many areas has resulted in low uptake. The WHO urged a move towards provider-initiated testing whereby health care providers begin routinely recommending an HIV test to patients attending their facilities. 

According to Uganda’s Ministry of Health, about 85 percent of the population has never tested for HIV, although 70 percent report they would like to know their status. In 2004, the ministry revised its HIV policy to include provider-initiated counselling and testing, but only in settings where comprehensive HIV care and treatment was available. 

Namusobya noted, however, that most Ugandan health facilities were still ill-equipped to start provider-initiated counselling and testing, and that much more investment in the public health sector would be necessary before it could be introduced countrywide. 

In addition to upgrading hospitals without fully-fledged HIV services, she said an intensive training programme would be necessary. 

"We have trained more than 1,000 health workers in routine counselling and testing, as well as volunteers," she pointed out. Health centres would also need to set up several routine testing points around their various wards and departments instead of relying on one central point as with VCT, she added. 

Moses Isabirye, an HIV counselling and testing coordinator with the Makerere University Walter Reed Project (MUWRP), which has been piloting provider-initiated HIV testing at four government health centres in the central Ugandan district of Kayunga, described to delegates at the Kampala meeting how health workers had approached patients, family members accompanying them and other visitors with information about HIV and the offer of a free test. 

"We were able to identify HIV-positive friends and family, as well as target couples on the male ward when wives came to visit their husbands," he said. 

Isabirye noted that routine counselling and testing had the additional benefit of freeing up staff usually dedicated to carrying out VCT. These staff members could then assist in dealing with the increased number of patients identified as in need of ARV medication. 

"It also reduced costs for patients and their families, who struggle to meet transport costs to come to the clinic; now they are able to make one visit and kill two birds with one stone," he added. 
Global Food Crisis
Food crisis; no solution yet (Daily Monitor – OPINION)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/Karoli/Food_crisis_no_solution_yet.shtml 

Several global leaders are declaring a premature end to the global food crisis. EU Commissioner for Agriculture Marianne Fischer Boel in charge of the largest component of the EU budget last Monday declared that the world would recover from a short term shortage in foodstuffs and that prices while falling from their current highs will not return to the pre-2007 record lows. Leaders from the world are gathered in Rome at a UN-FAO Summit to discuss ways to manage the global supply of food.

The politics of food fights have been gone from Uganda for nearly 20 years when famine ravaged northeastern Uganda. There are unsavoury memories of stories of peasants in Teso being forced to eat lizards. There was the arrogance of the Minister of Agriculture at the time, Victoria Damba Balyejjusa Sekitoleko, 58, who advised starving farmers to settle for mangoes in the place of food.

Food is plentiful in Uganda for the most part but our problem is lack of capacity to manage its supply and distribution. Half of the country especially the northern half has enough rain to support production of thousands of tons of grains but has been cut off from the rest of the country by under-investment in infrastructure and security.

In areas which have high value cash crops like coffee like Bugisu, Kisoro and Rwenzori, population pressures have put a premium on land. Farmers are opting to keep cash crops and buying foodstuffs in the markets grown in areas which cannot support cash crops for matters of geography and history.

A district like Nebbi cuts itself into three farming sub-regions, the highlands in Okoro that produce coffee, the mid-riff Jonam that produces some coffee and the low-lying Padyere County that produces grains and cotton.

Rural participants in the marketplace cannot survive for long with high prices stretched by demand for food. The Juba miracle that offered Ugandans a chance to participate in the short term lucrative business may be on its final legs as South Sudan develops internal capacity but other long term players in the market like the World Food Programme continue to support an upward spiral of food prices.

High prices are also bad news in the urban and semi-urban areas because this is where the paint-brushing of economic realities in the country has failed. The informal economy in urban areas has helped government avoiding to confront realities of any modern economy: how to measure and account for employment and associated measures like a minimum wage for workers. 

The success of Uganda’s anti-inflation policies has been anchored by encouraging wage depression and at the beginning of the 1990s a deliberate effort to constrain the growth in the size of government to allow the private sector to grow uninhibited. 

Government lost the second half of the argument when it proceeded to create as much government as possible to reward political cronies, help cover its political mistakes of the past years and reduce the clamour for change in the intelligentsia and other disaffected circles.

The private sector having learnt of the advantages it can draw by cozying up to government has kept up pace drawing as much blood in subsidies as possible. As a result, many vital investments in the agricultural sector responsible for over 40 per cent of GDP and employing 70 per cent of the population have not been possible. 

The Ministry of Agriculture’s annual budget of Shs8 is about 10 per cent of the budget for the Presidential Household and Ministry in charge of the Presidency.

Uganda’s development partners like the World Bank have avoided interacting with the private sector at the micro-level preferring to write big checks managed by the Ministry of Finance. Just recently, Uganda landed a new Shs6.5b loan to support the agricultural sector. 

They deal with government because they don’t want to constrain private sector lenders [the MFI’s and the rest issuing 30 per cent coupon loans].

You would think that some of the country’s struggling regions like Busoga would be in the middle of a boom caused by sky-rocketing prices for maize and beans produced by the ton in rural Busoga, unlikely. If not high prices are always a prediction of problems down the road. Farmers will not have an incentive to save seed because the coyotes (middlemen) will strip the villages dry of everything green to meet global demand for food expressed within and without Uganda’s borders.

Then the farmers will wait for new seed from government bureaucrats who in short term have disastrously managed the distribution of seed. Disaster Minister Bazana Tarsis Kabwegyere, 67, last year ran into trouble when officials from his department were accused of distributing seed with germination rates of less than 10 per cent.

This food crisis is not really global but a reaction to bad policies in each country. The United States has paid a price for promoting corn-based ethanol to support its grain farmers while blocking cheaper sugarcane based ethanol from Brazil.

The EU is realising that billions spent on subsidising EU farmers has not necessarily immunised EU residents from speculators and energy induced price pressures. Uganda is not an exception; it is time to fix it.

US pledges $70m for Ethiopia (News24)

http://www.news24.com/News24/Africa/News/0,,2-11-1447_2338240,00.html  

The United States on Tuesday pledged $70m in food aid for Ethiopia where 4.5 million people are in need of emergency food aid. 

Some 95 000 metric tons of food was expected in the Horn of Africa nation next month, a statement from the US Agency for International Development (USAID) said. 

Ethiopia would receive an additional $10m in medical supplies, water services and other non-food aid. 

Last week, Ethiopia said the number of people in need of food aid had risen to 4.5 million from 2.2 million due to failed rains, as it issued a plea for international help. 

Also, Britain said it would donate an additional £10m ($20m) to Ethiopia for humanitarian relief. 

International Development Secretary Douglas Alexander said a team of officials would arrive on Tuesday to assess the situation in the drought-hit country. 

Food production in Ethiopia had been hurt by poor rain and crop failure. Rising global food prices had contributed to the hunger crisis. 

Britain's International Development Department said the money would be spent on food and cash transfers to millions of vulnerable Ethiopians. The department had already donated £5m ($10m) toward food programmes in the country. 

Alexander said the Ethiopian government was expected to launch an emergency appeal this week.
New grant will help 17 African countries track food supplies (UN News Centre)

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=26975&Cr=fao&Cr1=africa 
11 June 2008

New funding from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation will help to improve the quality of statistical information in 17 sub-Saharan African countries, contributing to efforts to reduce hunger and poverty in the region, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said today. 

The $5.6 million grant over two years will allow the countries, through the FAO country statistics information system (CountrySTAT), to “substantially improve” the quality, accessibility, relevance and reliability of their national statistics on food and agriculture. 

The 17 countries involved in the project are Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Ghana, Cote d’Ivoire, Kenya, Malawi, Mali, Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia. 

“With good and reliable data it is much easier to pinpoint where assistance is working, where it may be weak and understanding possible future needs,” said Hafez Ghanem, FAO Assistant Director-General for the Economic and Social Development. 

“Ensuring reliability of country data is crucial both to governments and to those working with countries to reduce undernourishment and strengthen agricultural and rural development,” he added. 

In total, some 20 countries and regions are currently involved in CountrySTAT, which focuses on data in the areas of food, resources and economics. The grant from the Gates Foundation will enable FAO 
to improve its information in 17 countries, nine of which currently use CountrySTAT in some capacity. 

“Reliable data will help national governments, donors, researchers and the agricultural development community set priorities and policies that will ensure small farmers can access the supplies and support they need to boost their yields and incomes and build healthy, productive lives,” said Dr. Rajiv Shah, Director of Agricultural Development for the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation’s Global Development Program. 

“Quality data will help us make better decisions so that our investments in agricultural development throughout Sub-Saharan Africa can be as targeted and effective as possible,” he stated.
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