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Juba Peace Process
War Fears Return (Institute for War and Peace Reporting)
http://www.iwpr.net/EN-acr-f-345141 

Francis Oryem, a farmer from the Adagayela village in northern Uganda, is happy about the last two years of peace.

He has worked on his fields, grown produce he’s sold at market, and raises poultry and livestock.

His wife and four children enjoy the lifestyle they lived before the rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army, LRA, forced them into one of the many internal refugee camps that once dotted the region.

“The past two years of relative peace has almost brought life to normal in my village,” said Oryem as he paused to talk to IWPR while ploughing a neighbour’s field with a team of two oxen.

“My children now have ample space to play and are healthy too. Besides, it is easier for me as a parent to guide and teach my children from my home as compared to what used to be when we had run to the camps.”

Oryem makes a living now as a contract ploughman for the village and neighbouring areas with the oxen and plough he bought with profits from selling his produce.

“Every morning, I leave my home to offer ploughing services to those willing to pay me some money. I usually do this until around midday when I get back to plough my own [plot of land],” he said.

“By doing this I have been able to save money and buy more chickens, goats and cows.”

But Oryem worries that his new life could come to a sudden end after hearing news that Uganda and other countries in the region were talking about an attack on the LRA rebel camp in Garamba Park in the northeastern corner of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, DRC.

Oryem said he and his neighbours worry that such an attack could bring the war back to northern Uganda. And those fears were heightened with reports that last week the LRA attacked a military outpost in South Sudan and were headed to the border of Uganda. 

“Last week we all fled our homes and spent nights in the bush in fear,” said Lucy Alyang, a local council representative. The villagers had heard that the rebels had been sighted.

“Some families that are well-off even transported their members to the safety of urban centres,” she went on.

The panic typifies the tensions that permeate the region. Many recall 2002 when Uganda crossed the border with South Sudan to pursue rebels, vowing to end the war.

Instead, the LRA returned to northern Uganda with renewed strength and committed some of the worst atrocities of the 20-year war against the government. 

The latest LRA attacks have come after Ugandan president Yoweri Museveni said Uganda had no choice but to continue fighting the LRA since rebel leader Joseph Kony did not sign a peace deal in May that had been two years in the making in Juba, South Sudan.

Before peace talks began in 2006, the rebel war in northern Uganda displaced nearly two million people and caused an estimated 100,000 deaths. At least 50,000 people were abducted in the war, many of them young boys and girls. 

“The Juba peace negotiations were the only hope for the return of lasting peace in northern Uganda,” said David Livingstone Okwir, 67, who lost two of his sons during the LRA rebellion. Kony’s refusal to sign the peace deal means a renewed war.

“I don’t feel happy at all. The International Criminal Court and international community should ensure that he [Kony] is arrested and tried. We are tired.” 

Mary Apio, 64, was among those who ran to the bush last week when she and her neighbours heard that LRA fighters had been sighted.

“I was so sick that night, but I had to flee my house and sleep in the bush,” said Apio, one of the few people who still live in the Otwal refugee camp, which has not yet been completely vacated. “I wish Kony could be shot dead, we have suffered enough.”

Tony Okello, a security official in the area, said there were no facts to back up claims of rebels in the area, and suspected that normal military patrols were mistaken as rebels.

Robert Odyek, a deputy head teacher at the nearby Abela primary school where Kony was educated, said the panic and fear has affected school attendance.

The day after villagers fled to the bush, class attendance dropped by two thirds.

Alyang said many villagers feel less secure in part because most of the Ugandan army soldiers in the area have been withdrawn as the refugee camps are demolished.

Government and military officials say villagers have little to worry about, however. 

Colonel Francis Acoka, who monitors the return of former refugees to their villages, said the LRA was far away and not a threat.

“Kony is not here. He shouldn’t cause you sleepless night, because he will never come back,” he said recently to a group of villagers. 

But Kenneth Nyeko, who lives in camp not far from the sprawling Pabbo camp north of Gulu, told IWPR that he had little faith in the government. 

“The government has failed to fight Kony for many years, so what makes them think this time they will defeat him?” he asked. 

Nyeko told IWPR that he did not understand how the government could insist that people leave the camps and return to their villages, while at the same time talking about attacking Kony. As a result, few are abandoning the camps.

“Telling the IDPs (internally displaced persons) to leave the camp has been as hard as preaching the gospel,” he said. “Many gather to hear whatever the officials say, but only a few take action.”

Wilson Ojok, the Pabbo camp leader, said only about 20,000 of the 64,000 inhabitants have built new huts in their original villages. Most return to the camps after tending their farms.

Christopher Omara of Gulu suggested that the LRA had become stronger during the two years of peace, especially since the rebel force has been sent supplies by the international community in an effort to prevent them from looting.

If an attack on Kony’s base was not well coordinated, he said, it could result in a war that spreads to South Sudan and northern Uganda. 

“The LRA has regrouped, the sick were healed, and they made very many contacts as they garnered logistical support during the peace talks. [They] are now stronger than before. Waging war on the LRA would be a disaster,” said Omara.

“By attacking the SPLA (Sudan People’s Liberations Army), the LRA wanted to show the world that they are not as weak as others proclaim,” Omara said of last week’s attack on a South Sudan army outpost that reportedly left 14 soldiers and about nine civilians dead. 

“The attack has already created the impact [the LRA] wanted because people are already afraid.”

Patrick Oryema, an Amuru district official, said that the government’s announcement that Kony would be attacked and wiped out only provoked him into showing that the rebels are not dead and gone.

If Kony returns, it will be the civilians who suffer, he said. 

That concern is shared by many, including children who escaped the LRA after they’d been abducted and forced to become soldiers.

“I really believe Kony could easily find his way back against and start his abducting and killing people,” said George Ojok, 19, who was captured by the rebels in 2003.

Tony Okello, 17, who was abducted in 2004, said it is hard for him to relax knowing that a war with the rebels could return to northern Uganda.

“I don’t feel happy at all,” he said. “I think they can come back again. Kony should be arrested and tried for his crimes.”

Health 
MPs attack govt over Lyomoki’s arrest (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/MPs_attack_govt_over_Lyomoki_s_arrest.shtml 

The arrest of Workers MP Sam Lyomoki is a deliberate attempt by the government to deny the public access to information on how the Ministry of Health has been messed up, the Shadow Minister of Health, Mr  Francis Epetait has said.

Dr Lyomoki was on Tuesday arrested while on a fact finding mission at Mbale Hospital on grounds that he disobeyed lawful orders not to camp at the hospital.

“It is government’s intension to deny the public information about what is going on but as long as we are members of Parliament, we are not going to keep quiet,” Mr Epetait told Daily Monitor  on Wednesday.

He said Ugandans were dying everyday because of shortage of drugs and a poor health system due to poor coordination between the senior Minister of Health, Dr Steven Malinga and his junior minister, Mr Emmanuel Otaala, who are said to be  busy squabbling over flimsy                         issues. 

Mr   Epetait blamed the high mortality rates in the country on the failure of  the two ministers to work together to better the health system for Ugandans and low morale on the side of the medical workers due to poor remuneration. 

He said the poor coordination  was responsible for the high rate of drugs expiring, arguing that while the government procures  medicine, the third party also procure the same drugs which then are kept till they expire.

“For example Usaid can procure antemethene, the government also procures the same drug. Why can’t they have a system where the third-party only comes in to fill gaps other than waste resources then later ask for one billion shillings to destroy the expired drugs?” he asked.

Mr Epetait  accused President Yoweri Museveni of not doing much to sort out the mess at the ministry.

He said efforts to evoke Article 118, of the Constitution to censure the two ministers have been thwarted by the prime minister who reportedly  says the appointing authority is handling the situation.

Article 118 of the 1995 Constitution allows Parliament through a resolution supported by more than half of all members of Parliament to pass a vote of censure against the minister in question for reasons like abuse of office, misconduct, mismanagement and mental incapacity.

The attack on government follows an incident on Wednesday when the Mbale District Police commander, Mr Abbey Kisubi, threw Mr Epetait (MP Ngora County) and Mr  Charles Ekemu (Soroti municipality) out of his office. The MPs had in the afternoon hours visited the DPC to get a briefing on the progress of the workers MP’s case.

Mr Kisubi asked the MPs to leave his office saying he was having  lunch and therefore did not want any disturbance.  “It is my policy not to attend to visitors when having my lunch,” Mr Kisubi said as he pushed the MPs out and locked himself in. 

The MPs stood at the door for five minutes in disblief. “How can an officer treat a member of Parliament like this? If this is how he can treat us (MPs), how about a local man? the bitter MPs wondered. “The Minister of Internal Affairs must know this and Kayihura( the Inspector General of Police) should act. This is unacceptable.” 

Dr Lyomoki said he had discovered a lot of mess in the short period he spent at the hospital. 

HIV/AIDS Reduces Children’s Education Chances (IRIN)

http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=42763 

Children who live in communities with an HIV prevalence rate of 10 percent or more have half a year of schooling less than children in other communities.

In this way the negative consequences of HIV/AIDS are felt beyond the families that are directly affected. 

These facts were presented at a World Bank conference in South Africa by Robert Greener, senior economic adviser at the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS). 

Greener was speaking at the Annual Bank Conference on Development Economics (ABCDE), which ended in Cape Town yesterday (Jun 11). The theme for this year was ‘‘People, Politics, and Globalisation’’. The conference was co-hosted by the South African government’s treasury department. 

Greener also said that children who lose one or both parents to HIV/AIDS are less likely to remain in school and complete their education than other children. In the long run, this will have negative effects on African economies. 

HIV/AIDS hampers ‘‘knowledge and skills transmission from one generation to the next which, over time, results in the loss of human capital. This also has an impact on economic growth. Economies need educated and skilled people’’, Greener told the conference. 

The conference also heard that the prospect of a child remaining in and eventually completing school is much more likely in female-headed households. 

‘‘In African households, it is usually the father who decides whether a child goes to school or not. However, it is the mother who decides how long the child will enjoy an education," explained Natalia Trofimenko of the Kiel Institute for World Economy, a research institution attached to the University of Kiel in Germany. 

‘‘According to our statistics, children growing up in female-headed households are more likely to stay in and finish school compared to their counterparts who live in male-headed households.’’ 

For Trofimenko the education of women and girls is not only important for improving their life opportunities as individuals. ‘‘When you educate a girl, you increase the chances of her future children to attend and complete school,’’ she said. 

Apart from the good news about female-headed households, HIV/AIDS has a worse effect on girls’ than on boys’ education. Aparnaa Somanathan, a World Bank health economist at the World Bank, explained the gendered effect of HIV/AIDS on families. 

It is usually the older female sibling that is pulled out of school, especially after the death of the mother. ‘‘Younger siblings, especially boys, will remain in school,’’ according to Somanathan. 

Samwel Otieno of Kenya’s agriculture ministry indicated that girls are also more likely to be married off early, which means the end of their school education. 

Generally, children who have lost one or both parents as a result of HIV/AIDS are more likely to drop out of or be taken out of school. ‘‘Children that have lost their parents to HIV/AIDS have on average one year less of education then non-orphans,’’ Trofimenko said. 

This happens because they either drop out due to the emotional and psychological stress or because they are needed at home. 

According to Trofimenko, older children have a greater chance of quitting when one of the parents dies or gets sick. ‘‘Due to their age, these children are more likely to become the designated person to take over the tasks of the missing or sick parent.’’ 

Another factor causing AIDS orphans to leave school prematurely can be found in the financial constraints that HIV/AIDS causes. ‘‘Due to high medical bills and the costs of funerals the remaining parent is less likely to keep the children in school -- simply because he or she cannot afford it,’’ Trofimenko explained. 

Children that have lost both parents to HIV/AIDS and are absorbed in extended families also have a smaller chance of finishing school. ‘‘Foster parents might have a different idea about the necessity of education then the child’s birth parents,’’ argued Trofimenko. 

The foster family’s financial situation also plays a big role in whether or not the foster child is kept in school. 

Taking these and other factors into consideration, it is crucial to provide HIV-positive adults with anti-retrovirals (ARVs), says Trofimenko. ARVs are medication that is used to prolong the lives of HIV-positive people. 

‘‘Postponing the death of parents is crucial,’’ she says. ‘‘When extending the life of the parents, you not only improve the child’s overall quality of life but you also increase his or her chance to complete school. This has a positive impact on a child’s life later on.’’ 

According to figures by the United Nations, the worldwide number of children who lost their parents to HIV/AIDS has increased from 8.5 million in 2000 to 14 million in 2006. About 80 percent of them live in Africa. These figures exclude the millions of children whose parents are terminally ill due to AIDS-related causes. 

Media Freedom

Bubulo East legislator calls for press freedom (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Bubulo_East_legislator_calls_for_press_freedom.shtml 

The member of Parliament for Bubulo East, Mr  George Wapuwa, says restricting the media from freely playing its role of information dissemination frustrates the democratisation process. 

“The media should be independent to play its role but to what extent should it be independent? That should be left to the public to decide but the reporters should also strive to be professional and patriotic,” Mr Wapuwa said.

Addressing a public media dialogue last Thursday on the theme; 

‘The role of the media in the democratisation  process: challenges and opportunities’ Mr Wapuwa said  although the media claims the government has not ushered in full freedom, it (media) should know that it is only during NRM government that the media has been able to enjoy freedom.

“During Amin’s reign you could not find the media poking its nose in state matters but today the cabinet can sit and tomorrow you find whatever was discussed in the press,” he said.

He lashed at the media for allegedly being corrupt saying most times the media has accepted to be used by other individuals to damage other people’s reputation.

But the Daily Monitor’s Mbale Bureau Chief Mr David Mafabi, accused the government and politicians of using the media to solve their scores but later turn against it. “We are being used like a mathematical X to solve equations and after which you are forgotten,” he said.
Global Food Crisis
Food prices still stable (New Vision)
http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/220/633222 

FOOD prices in Kampala’s major markets have remained constant for the past two weeks, weekly mini-surveys have shown. 

Traders said the stable prices are due to “increased supply of produce from the villages, especially maize, cassava and matooke. 

“The rains have temporarily stopped, so the roads are somehow okay, allowing transportation of more produce to urban centres,” a trader said. 

“We expect more to come later this month and probably, prices will come down, assuming other factors are constant,” the trader added. 

Maize was sold at sh1,000 a kilogramme, while maize flour went for sh1,400, the same as last week. 

Beans were sold at sh1,700, while rice was sold at sh2,200, the same as last week’s price. 

Groundnuts and simsim were sold at sh2,800, while millet flour increased to sh2,200 a kilogramme. 

Cassava flour costs sh800, while a bunch of matooke fetches between sh7,000 and sh10,000. A heap of fresh cassava and sweet potatoes is selling at sh1,500. 

The price of a sachet of salt increased to sh600, while a bar of soap remained at sh1,600. Meat costs sh5,000 a kilogramme, while chicken goes for sh10,000, up from sh7,000. 

High oil prices worry food dealers (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/612/633284 

DEALERS in food items have expressed concern that food prices will continue to rise as long as the world oil price remained high. 

“Fuel prices determine the food prices since agricultural products need to be transported from rural areas to urban markets,” noted Fatuma Lwere, a maize flour dealer at Nakasero Market. 

“The Government cannot control the world fuel prices. Food will, therefore, remain costly.” 

In a bid to reduce transport costs, Dr. Suruma in his speech proposed to scrap Value Added Tax (VAT) on trucks above 3.3 tonnes. 

But Lwere is convinced that transporters will continue charging high fares, arguing that the vendors were not able to interpret the budget proposals. 

“If transporters charge lower prices, food dealers will reduce the prices as well,” she explained. 

Joan Seguya, a dealer in pesticides on Ben Kiwanuka Street in the city centre, said the budget proposals will not make a difference to his business. 

“We request the Government to reduce import duty for pesticides. 

“It would benefit the farmers and food producers as well.” 

Beef dealers also expressed concern that meat prices are were likely to go up further. 

According to Hajji Badru Zziwa, a beef dealer at Kampala City Abattoirs, the Government should reduce taxes on fuel. 

“Our Government charges higher taxes on fuel compared to other countries in the East African region. This makes life expensive.”
Food crisis prompts diet changes (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=78709 

A 50 percent rise in food prices in Kenya since the start of 2008 has led many people to drastically reduce their daily diets, according to the World Food Programme (WFP). 

"There has been a sharp increase in food prices, especially of the staple, maize," WFP information officer, Gabrielle Menezes, told IRIN. 

A two-kilogramme packet of maize flour, currently retailing at Ksh80 (US $1.3), cost just Ksh50 earlier this year. 

"The situation in the arid districts of Turkana and Mandera [northern Kenya] has especially deteriorated, with pastoralists migrating to neighbouring countries in search of pasture," said Menezes. 

She observed that the food security situation was made worse by two months of widespread violence that followed a presidential election in December and by unfavourable weather conditions. She added that the agency was running an emergency operation, currently targeting 1.2 million people affected by drought and the post-election crisis. 

High food prices have caused affected communities to adapt their diets, explained Menezes, such as eating only one meal a day, cutting down on protein, such as meat and beans, and opting for cheaper vegetables such as kale. 

Mother-of-four Grace Njeri, 42, who lives in Kibera, a Nairobi slum, told IRIN: "I cannot even afford the packed maize meal. I now buy maize and take it to a trader who can mill it for me. This way I spend almost half of what I would if I bought the packed unga [maize flour]." 

"Meat is a luxury I cannot afford; I would rather buy vegetables with the little money that I get as a house-help," she added. "Even eggs are too costly. I don't know where I will get the extra cash to ensure my children have a balanced diet. Right now it is only ugali [maize meal] or githeri [a mixture of maize and beans] - they are the only meals I can afford." 

On May 31, police dispersed hundreds of demonstrators in the capital, Nairobi, who were protesting the high cost of staple foods and calling for subsidies. 

According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA-Kenya), the Kenya Red Cross Society and the Ministry of Agriculture are also discussing the provision of seeds that are quick producing, such as beans. 

In a humanitarian update, OCHA said a taskforce on food security had been formed to analyze the impact of food price increases and the food security situation across the country. 

"Expected on 19 June, this analysis will provide the basis for the government position on food security," OCHA reported.
High Food Prices Here For Another Five Years (IPS)

http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=42764 

Hundred million people worldwide -- mostly from developing countries -- may sink deeper into poverty when food prices continue to rise, the World Bank predicts.

‘‘The majority of those affected are living above the poverty line of one dollar a day. They will find themselves below this mark. That is worrisome,’’ said Danny Leipziger, the World Bank’s vice president for poverty reduction and economic management, at the Annual Bank Conference on Development Economics (ABCDE). 

The meeting, themed ‘‘People, Politics, and Globalisation’’, took place in Cape Town, South Africa, from June 9-11. It was organised by the World Bank and the South African government’s treasury department. 

Leipziger’s prediction comes in spite of the optimistic findings of the World Bank’s Global Development Finance report that economic growth in sub-Saharan Africa is due to increase further this year. 

One of the findings of the report, launched at the ABCDE conference, is that while global economic growth will slow down from 3.7 percent in 2007 to 2.7 percent this year, various developing regions will see their economies grow. 

Sub-Saharan Africa, for instance, is expected to increase economic growth with an average of 6.5 percent by the end of 2008 -- the highest growth rate the region has experienced in 38 years. 

Leipziger explained that the ‘‘figures in the report apply to the macro economy. Problems such as rising food prices hardly have an impact on a macro-economic level but are visible and noticeable at household level’’. 

The food prices will not continue to rise forever, said Leipziger: ‘‘They will drop eventually. According to our estimates it will take four to five years before the situation stabilises. However, that does not mean that the food prices will drop back to the level where they were a few years ago.’’ 

The drivers behind the surging food prices are numerous. What makes it difficult to find a solution to the problem is the fact that many of these drivers are interlinked, according to Professor Sheryl Hendriks, director of the African Centre for Food Security at the University of KwaZulu Natal in Durban, South Africa. 

‘‘The ever-increasing oil prices form part of the causes. When fuel goes up, food prices increase too,’’ she said. 

Another cause can be found on the supply side which does not meet the growing demand for food. The cultivation of crops for biofuel is one of the culprits. 

‘‘The demand for and production of biofuel are increasing while agricultural production for food is declining. This has an impact on food prices,’’ Justin Lin, chief economist at the World Bank, pointed out. 

The subsidies put in place by the European Union and U.S. governments to lure farmers into biofuel production instead of the cultivation of crops for food is not helping the situation, said Lin. 

‘‘There is nothing good about these subsidies,’’ added Michael Spence, 2001 Nobel Prize Economics Laureate and the chair of the World Bank’s commission on growth. ‘‘The United States and European Union make it more attractive for their farmers to plant crops for fuel instead of for food. 

‘‘As a result of this, the food supply has decreased and does not meet the demand. This has resulted in higher food prices.’’ 

Developing countries – African states included -- are hardest hit by the food crisis. According to Spence, ‘‘people in poor countries use a large part of their household income on food. They are the prime victims’’. 

But he emphasised that the situation is not all doom and gloom. ‘‘There is a huge opportunity for Africa. This continent is resource-rich compared with other parts of the world. The wealth could be invested in and used for programmes that promote job creation and boost agricultural production.’’ 

Lin argued that more was need. For Africa to increase its agricultural production, new technologies are crucial. This requires infrastructure too. ‘‘New technologies need to be localised and adapted to individual African countries. What works in China or Brazil, does not necessarily work in Africa.’’ 

Lesetja Kganyago, director general of the South African government’s treasury department, agreed that the introduction of new technologies is important. 

But there are other ways to boost African agriculture. ‘‘We need to make it attractive to our farmers to produce crops for food. What we should not do, however, is implement protectionist tariff barriers,’’ he insisted. 

‘‘We can’t use these techniques to protect our farmers and our agricultural industry. We cannot forget that we once fought against the tariffs implemented by Europe and the United States. By using the same tactic (of raising tariffs) we would undermine our attempts to enter the world market,’’ Kganyago argued.

G8 finance chiefs ready for oil, food crisis talks (AFP)

http://www.afp.com/english/news/stories/newsmlmmd.a9a417cee9213e16b9bf91ace72e540c.b71.html 

Finance ministers from the world's leading industrialised powers prepared for talks Friday seeking a way to stem soaring food and oil prices that are endangering world economic growth.

Ministers from the Group of Eight (G8) club of rich nations are expected to discuss how to limit the damage sparked by a doubling of food costs in three years and a series of record oil prices.

The rise has stoked inflation in many countries, raising more fears for the world economy, and comes as the United States battles a sharp slowdown after a default crisis in its mortgage market triggered a global credit crunch.

Experts say oil and food prices have likely become the key problem for the G8 amid signs that the worst of the credit crisis caused by defaults on risky "subprime" US loans had passed.

Tim Condon, head of research at ING Financial Markets in Singapore, said the subprime worries were lingering but "the oil price shock is really pressing both on the growth and inflation fronts."

However officials have warned that curbing oil prices is no easy task, and experts have said the G8 powers have few obvious options to cool the commodity boom quickly.

Japanese Finance Minister Fukushiro Nukaga said last week that the G8 might not be able to come up with measures to reduce oil prices "overnight."

Oil producers insist there is no shortage of oil on global markets, blaming speculators and the weak US dollar. But analysts say they could still do more to take some of the speculative froth out of the market.

The meeting Friday and Saturday in Osaka, western Japan, gathers the top finance officials from Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia and the United States.

The G8 meeting is also expected to focus on the food crisis and efforts to tackle climate change, including a proposed fund for technology to combat global warming.

G8 environment ministers called in May for more effort to halve by 2050 the greenhouse gas emissions blamed for global warming, but to the dismay of some did not signal a direction on more immediate targets.

Aid agency Oxfam said Friday the credibility of the finance ministers was on the line as both food prices and climate change threaten to worsen global poverty.

A UN summit last week vowed to take "urgent" action over the global food crisis, pledging 6.5 billion dollars in aid, but Oxfam said the money should come on top of, rather than include, existing commitments.

US Treasury Undersecretary David McCormick said ahead of the talks that the G8 ministers were also set to focus on progress in the delivery of emergency humanitarian assistance to those threatened by hunger.

They would also likely discuss efforts to help developing country farmers boost their next harvest and plans to improve agricultural productivity, he said.

Surging food prices have triggered protests in many nations over the high cost of staples like rice, amid fears the problem could set back gains made in recent years in the battle against poverty.

Central bank chiefs will be absent from this G8 gathering, but financial markets will be looking for any signs of increased concern about the weak US dollar, particularly in Washington.  
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