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Juba Peace Process
Uganda army ready to attack LRA rebels (New Vision)
http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/633688 

THE Uganda People's Defence Forces is ready to launch a major onslaught againt LRA rebels following reports that the fighters have split into smaller groups and are moving towards the border with Sudan. 

Army chief Gen. Aronda Nyakairima said yesterday his forces were investigating reports that the rebels were 20km from the border and that others had already crossed the Nile in an attempt to retrieve their weapons buried in northern Uganda. 

“We have intensified our intelligence activities because we have information that some rebels may have crossed the Nile.” 

Speaking in an interview with The New Vision in Arua town, Aronda said. 

suspicious movements had also been detected in Morobo county of South Sudan, 18km from the border with Koboko in West Nile, while another group was loitering west of Kajo-Keji near Moyo district. 

The general said the army would not wait for the rebels to enter into Uganda but would follow them 20km across the border to stop them (related story under LOCAL NORTH). 

Aronda, who spent the weekend in Arua meeting top security chiefs from the Congo, UN peacekeeping mission in Congo (MONUC) and South Sudan, said: “We are not going to wait for them to shed more blood of the innocent. We will cross the border and take them on.” 

The officials whom he met at White Castle Hotel included the MONUC commander for Ituri. The meeting was attended by top army officers from the UPDF 4th Division led by the commandant, Brigadier Dan Kidega. 

Aronda also met the resident district commissioners from Adjumani, Moyo, Yumbe, Koboko, Arua, Nyadri and Nebbi. 

The Arua meeting came three days after Aronda met his Congolese and South Sudan counterparts in the south Sudanese capital of Juba to “perfect” the option of a looming military pursuit”. 

Aronda accused LRA leader Joseph Kony of duping the world into believing that he was interested in peace talks which collapsed in Juba in April. He said he took advantage of the process to rebuild his force through abductions in Sudan, Congo and the Central African Republic. 

He noted that over the 22 years of insurgency, Kony had never been serious about abandoning the war peacefully. 

He cited the recent attack on Sudanese People’s Liberation Army soldiers at Nabanga as an indication that the LRA were ready to resume war. 

Over the weekend South Sudan’s Vice-President Riek Machar, the chief mediator, however said he would pursue a peace deal with Kony. He said he hoped to contact Kony this week. Kony is wanted for war crimes by the world court, which sits at The Hague.
LRA rebels won’t return, army tells IDPs (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/633636 

THE army has assured internally displaced people (IDPs) returning to their villages that the LRA rebels will be finished off if they attempt to infiltrate Uganda. 

“The UPDF has picked interest in the recent LRA attacks on the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) camp at Nabanga, killing 21 people. 

"The intelligence is vigilant and any attempt by the LRA to extend this aggression to the north will decisively be beaten off,” the regional army spokesman, Capt. Ronald Kakurungu, said last week. 

In a statement, he said misinformation that the LRA were moving towards the Uganda-Sudan border was likely to jeopardise the resettlement programme in the north. 

“Following the LRA leader’s failure to conclude the Juba Peace process on April 10, some sections of the media and the public have been awash with speculation that the rebels are planning to resume war in the north. This feeling has been worsened by the LRA attack on an SPLA position and reports of suspected rebels moving towards the Sudan-Uganda border.” 

Kakurungu assured IDPs that after the Nabanga attack, the LRA retreated to their Garamba positions in the DR. Congo. 

“We reiterate our commitment to provide security to the people of northern Uganda, especially those returning to their villages. We assure the public that the situation is under control,” he said.

South Sudan's Machar not scrapping LRA rebel talks (Reuters)

http://africa.reuters.com/wire/news/usnWAL357307.html 

The chief mediator in Uganda's collapsed peace talks said on Friday he would pursue a final deal with fugitive rebel commander Joseph Kony.

South Sudan's Vice-President Riek Machar said preparations for a joint military offensive against Kony's fighters by Uganda, Sudan and Democratic Republic of Congo were premature.
"Why give up when all that remains is a signature?" said Machar, who chaired nearly two years of talks between Uganda's government and the Lord's Resistance Army guerrillas.

"It is too early."

He said he hoped to be in contact this week with Kony, who is wanted for war crimes by the International Criminal Court in The Hague.

Then he said he wanted more talks with Kampala "to sort the way out".

Uganda's two-decade war uprooted 2 million people and also destabilised neighbouring parts of oil-producing southern Sudan and mineral-rich eastern Congo.

Most of the LRA's forces now operate out of camps deep in northeastern Congo's lawless Garamba Forest.

Machar's talks had returned relative calm to northern Uganda. But hopes were crushed in April when Kony failed to appear on the DRC-Sudan border to sign a final peace deal.

Last week, LRA fighters killed 23 people including 14 southern Sudanese soldiers in the same area.

DOOR STILL OPEN

South Sudan responded by rushing troops to the region. Machar said he wanted an explanation of the attack, but that his door was still open to Kony.

"He should talk to me, explain to me what his difficulties are," Machar said.

He said part of the border that was designated by the talks as an LRA assembly area would remain a safe haven for the rebels.

They were vulnerable to attack outside it, he said, though he warned armies from neighbouring nations against hunting the guerrillas in south Sudan.

Analysts believe the type of military offensive being threatened by Uganda, Sudan and Congo carries big risks for the forces involved, and would be likely to fail.

"I am not for southern Sudan to be used as a battleground," Machar said.

Sudanese stage demo against LRA rebels (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/633692 

THOUSANDS have marched in Sudan to protest against attacks by the LRA rebels, who have a base in Southern Sudan. The protesters marched to the Yambio, the capital of Western Equatoria State (WES), to the government premises brandishing banners condemning the LRA’s continued presence in their state. 

They chanted anti LRA slogans like: “The LRA feed on our blood!” and “Free us from the LRA!” 

The LRA have for the past two years been in talks with the Ugandan government, but are yet to sign a final peace agreement. 

The Yambio demonstration attracted people from all walks of life. It was seen as a powerful message to the Government of Southern Sudan (GOSS), regional powers and the international community. 

On June 5 the LRA attacked an SPLA military base in Nabanga, killing people and burning houses. Similar attacks have been made in the past. 

Southern Sudan vice-president Dr. Riek Machar, the chief mediator of the peace talks, has described preparations for a joint military offensive against the LRA by Uganda, Sudan and the DRC as premature. 

Machar said he would pursue a final deal with rebel commander Joseph Kony. “Why give up when all that remains is a signature?” Machar said to Reuters. 

After a cessation of hostilities agreement was signed, the LRA were allocated Ri-kwangba at the Sudan–DRC border as an assembly point. They have been commuting between that place and their DRC hideout in Garamba National Park. 

Before the peace talks and during the negotiations, the LRA have attacked residents in WES, stealing food and kidnapping citizens to make them new recruits, porters and sex slaves. 

The Sudan Tribune reported yesterday that the youth of WES presented a petition to the state governor, Jemma Nunu Kumba. 

“Enough of the barbaric invasions of the so-called LRA. Enough of the blood shed of the people of WES,” the petition said in part. It demanded that GOSS find another country to host the protracted talks. 

Governor Kumba, in her remarks to large crowd, asked GOSS to take the demo as an eye-opener and take the issue of the LRA more seriously than ever. It was also urged to review its position as mediator between the LRA and the Uganda government. 

Yambio protests against recent Ugandan LRA killings in Equatoria (Sudan Tribune)

http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article27530 

June 14, 2008

Thousands of Western Equatoria State citizens marched on June 10 in the state capital, Yambio, to protest against the Ugandan LRA attacks in the State.
In this demonstration Yambio residents turned to express their grievances about the presence of the Ugandan rebels in their territory. The demo attracted youths, women, students, elders, churches and civil servants.

The protest aimed at sending powerful message to the Government of Southern Sudan, international community and regional powers to intervene rescue the lives of the WES citizens.

In the youth petition presented to Jemma Nunu Kumba, Governor of Western Equatoria State, they pointed clear that, "enough of the barbaric invasions of the so-called LRA, enough of the blood shed of the people of WES."

However, the youths expressed some doubts, which they need the state government, GOSS and the international community to address, "we don’t want hear of the LRA base in Nabanga, We need the Government to send force to protect the civilian lives."

They further requested the southern Sudan government to find another country to host the Ugandan peace talks, if these talks are not concluded swiftly.

"If Sudan is the base for the peaceful negations between LRA and the Government of Uganda and yet our people are the most affected then, we seriously urge the Government to either find a suitable country for the LRA peace negations or stop completely any affair related to the LRA in South Sudan".

The traders of WES in their brief speech condemned the looting, killing, raping and all kinds of crimes by LRA against humanity in WES. They called on LRA to change their battle line back to Uganda. They further accused the LRA leader Kony of waving war on a sovereign land an act of invasion.

The chiefs’ representative, reiterated that, “the entire communities of WES is not happy with the migrated war waged on the people of WES by LRA, the chiefs are appealing to GOSS to do something to curtail the random crimes instigated by LRA”.

Governor Kumba, in her remarks to large crowd who ended their popular demonstration at the state HQs, said that “today the people of WES are not just demonstrating, but we are mourning too, of our relatives whom the LRA killed in last week in Nabanga.”

She added that, “the struggle to remove LRA from WES and the provision of security for the people of WES is her number top priority”, she echoed her fellow women as saying “her Government have condemned the atrocities carried out by the LRA rebels.

She appealed to the Government of Southern Sudan to "take this incident as an eye opener and take the issue of LRA more serious that ever, as well as reviewing its stand on peaceful negotiations and mediation as a means of solving the problem as the refusal of the LRA to sign the long negotiated peace agreement is a clear indication that they are not ready for any peaceful settlement."

The governor said the main security problems in the Western Equatoria have been caused by random movement of external forces, the LRA, around the state borders harassing the communities by abducting, looting, and killing the citizens.

On the 5thth of June 2008, the LRA made a surprise attack on the SPLA military garrison in Nabanga, causing losses of our people, burning down houses and devastating the whole area. Similar LRA attacks were made on Source Yubu and Ezo earlier.

The southern Sudan Vice-President and mediator of the two year peace talks between the Ugandan government and the LRA declined calls for military action against the Ugandan rebels.

Riek Machar hopes to convince the fugitive rebel leader Joseph Kony who is who is wanted for war crimes by the International Criminal Court, to sign a peace deal negotiated between his delegation and Kampala.

Last week, LRA fighters killed 23 people including 14 southern Sudanese soldiers in the same area.
Sudan’s options beyond Juba talks (Sunday Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/insights/Sudan_s_options_beyond_Juba_talks.shtml 

Early February 2007, the Ugandan army announced that it had reached an agreement with the DR-Congo and Southern Sudan to fight the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA). 

At the time, southern Sudan seethed with anger. The Ugandan peace talks were wobbling along. A month earlier, the rebels had burned up cars along the road from Nimule, the Uganda-Sudan border town, to Juba. Later that month, rebels killed a Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) soldier along the same road. 

Despite that angst, the southern Sudan government took the cautious approach.

First, Southern Sudan government said it preferred a peace deal to the 21-year conflict in northern Uganda be reached through the negotiations that had been going on since July 2006. 

Second, it preferred that the LRA leaves southern Sudan in case it can’t sign a peace deal. And last, the SPLA would kick-out, by force, the LRA from the region -- but only after the first two options are exhausted. 

“We shall start kicking out the LRA from the territory of southern Sudan after the approval from Government of Southern Sudan when the first two options are exhausted,” Maj. Gen. Kuol Deim Kuol, the then SPLA spokesman told this correspondent. While southern Sudan holds out for the peaceful approach, Uganda, apparently, hopes for a regional assault on the LRA.

An SPLA colonel was officially sent to Kasese in western Uganda to attend a meeting between the SPLA and the Congolese army, facilitated by the UPDF. 

The Congolese army wanted to redeploy troops to Bazi, a village part of which is in Congo, and part of which is in Sudan.

After that meeting, a communiqué was released to the media in Kampala. According to the communiqué, the armies of the three countries would join to fight the LRA.

Apparently, the media was duped. “The SPLA shall follow the legal procedures when we want to sign any pact in the future,” Kuol said. “Allow me to repeat that we have not yet signed any pact with anyone.” 

Early this month, like in 2007, Uganda again announced, and southern Sudan would later deny, that an agreement had been reached with the three countries to fight the LRA.

A day later the rebels attacked a South Sudan army post at the border with the DR-Congo. And on Thursday, President Yoweri Museveni declared the talks over.

Again southern Sudan found itself fighting to keep its distance from the Uganda-LRA conflict.

“We are waiting for a decision from the leadership,” southern Sudan Army Spokesman, Major General Peter Parnyang told this correspondent, saying there’s no agreement to fight the LRA.

Two days earlier, speaking to Radio France Internationale, the LRA said it attacked the SPLA camp because the UPDF and SPLA were planning a joint attack on their forces.

“That was not true,” southern Sudan Information Minister, Dr Changson Chang told Sunday Monitor. “That was the reason they gave. That we had agreed with Uganda to attack the LRA. We have a government. We can not just endorse the decisions of others.”

The rebel assault on its forces, and Uganda’s proclamation that the peace talks are over, combine to test the mettle of the semi-autonomous government that has been mediating talks for the past two years.

Talks to end the conflict have been on-going since 2006, but rebel leader Joseph Kony failed to turn up for the final signing ceremony in April, saying he needed more time to study the section of the agreement pertaining to the International Criminal Court indictments against him. 

Analysts warn that the failure to reach a final peace deal could see the conflict spiral into a difficult regional conflict.

“The failure to reach a final deal with Kony last month sheds light on the critical issue that has plagued the Juba peace process from the outset,” says a report, A New Peace Strategy for Northern Uganda and the LRA, by Enough Project, an advocacy group seeking to end genocide.

“For us, if the negotiating partners are willing, we will still offer our good will,” Chang said. “If they are not willing, there’s no need for the negotiations to continue.”

But the common this-is-a-Ugandan-conflict remarks, coupled with a hands-off approach, show desire by southern Sudan to prevent the LRA from becoming a primarily southern Sudan problem.

Calling on southern Sudan to dive head on into the LRA conflict misses the danger the region would walk into. 

What happens if such an assault fails to wipe out the LRA? Does such an assault then make the LRA a purely southern Sudan problem? In that case, would southern Sudan, a vast region, several times the size of Uganda, be in position to raise enough forces to police every small village? 

There is another way. It’s not, as Ugandan army spokesman Maj. Paddy Ankunda said, for the SPLA to pursue the LRA . 

It’s to train and equip community guards, people who live and work in a community, but have a far higher motivation to defend their villages. 

“That failed in [northern] Uganda,” a researcher here, in Juba, on the LRA points out. But the strategy worked in Teso where the Arrow Boys militia defeated the rebels.

Whichever way it goes, southern Sudan officials, however, agree that the talks are nearly dead.

“As we stand now, I think it’s a remote possibility,” Chang said.

Northern Uganda

Land disputes threatens IDP resettlement in Acholi (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/26/633659 

FRESH conflicts resulting from land disputes are threatening the return of the internally displaced persons (IDP) in the Acholi sub-region. Most IDP prefer to remain in camps other than face beatings and eviction by violent clan and family members. 

Gulu district, speaker Ojara Mapenduzi, says the conflicts arise from greed for money by some families, poverty, and political interference by some leaders in the region, who have no heart for the poor and traumatised community. 

The army and religious leaders are also involved in the conflicts. “We have a number of land disputes in the rural areas and because of the conflicts, many people are coming back to the IDP camps or are hesitating to have the return exercise carried out,” Ojara said. 

Unlike in Amuru district where the majority of the cases are between clans, in Gulu most cases are between family members, according to Ojara. 

On the other hand, poor (IDPs), widows and orphans are suffering more at the hands of persons in good position and with money. They use their money and position to grab land from the poor. 

Daily FM radio announcements in Gulu about land disputes, constitute a bigger percentage compared to death, wedding and other announcements. 

Victim speaks out 

Beatrice Ajok, 28, is a victim of land conflict. Her father died and left them on the family land in Pece Pawell, Gulu Municipality. 

In 2007, when peace returned in the region, her paternal uncle, destroyed their house, forcing them off the family land. 

Ajok, together with her mother had to move and rent a house in the same village. 

Following her mother’s story on an FM radio in Gulu, the uncle responsible threatened to have them jailed. 

“One day my uncle tried to cut me with a panga because of my mother’s story on radio. It was my brother who saved me.” 

Ogera, a farmer from Kweyo village in Gulu, is locked up in a land wrangle with another family. 

He said the families settled on his land during the conflict and have refused to vacate. 

He said the well-off business people are taking advantage of the poor to grab their land. 

A prominent businessman in Gulu, has been accused of using money to take people’s land. The businessman is said to buy land through his clan and relatives to avoid being identified. 

But In an interview the businessman denied grabbing anybody’s land. “Those allegations are not true I do not own any Land in any part of Gulu,” he said. 

Cementing of fake graves 

A Kampala-based official only identified as Odoch reportedly travelled to Kalang village in Gulu, and cemented a ‘grave’ in the middle of the bush in an effort to grab land. 

Sources in Kalang, say Odoch claimed that the grave was for one of his relatives, who died many years ago and was buried in the freshly-cemented spot. The angry villagers dug-up the grave but found no sign of a dead body. Realising danger, Odoch disappeared and has never returned. 

There are demands that given the rate of land grabbing, the Gulu land board needs to get involved. In Koch another land grabber is said to have entered a deserted village and built a grass-thatched hut in an abandoned compound, and claimed the homestead was his. 

A month later, the owner of the deserted homestead returned to clear his home, only to find a hut in his compound. The case is now before LC court. 

Milton Okot, a renowned farmer of Pamin-nyai, Gulu who owned huge chunks of land in Paminyai, where he has lived throughout his life, is also facing land eviction from another unknown family. 

According to Ojara, in the past, people settled anywhere because they were few and some feared wild animals so they would invite other people to come and live with them, while others lived together to protect themselves from inter-clan conflicts. 

Ojara warned people grabbing land in the name of being relatives to stop or they face the law. 

Religious leaders 

Bishop Onono Onweng, the Bishop of the northern Uganda diocese is fighting over a piece of land with Eric Nyeko. The land in question is in Omel village in Paicho, sub-county, and Aswa county in Gulu. 

However, Onono denied the allegations saying: “Nyeko took me to the LC2 court of Paicho that I have grabbed his 100-hector piece of land in Omel village in Paicho Sub-county.” “Fortunately, all the court rulings have been on my side that I am the rightful owner of the Land.” 

Onono said he entered this land in 1980 when he was working as an electoral official in charge of Paicho during the 1980 elections. “I asked the then parish chief of Paicho by name of Okot. I talked to him about the empty land I had seen in Omel village. The chief told me the land was empty and I could move in.” 

Landmines still a threat 

Despite the ongoing landmine removal exercise, there are areas where people still fear or are returning slowly. 

These are deep villages like Opidi, Latanya, Porogalli Te-got Atoo, Ajulu and Koch, where the LRA are believed to have left many landmines, and people fear to go back to those areas. They want experts to first remove the landmines. 

Position of the District 

The district is urging the people to return to where they came from before the war. 

“We are not going to tolerate anybody trying to block people from returning home.” said Mapenduzi. 

Gulu local government has also embarked on a district community sensitisation in an effort to help people settle-back without having any conflict. 

Local council court 

Recently, the Local Council 2 court was established and its members have been sworn in to handle land conflicts. 

Ojara, said members of the LC2 court were approved by the sub-county councils and their names were forwarded to the Gulu district council for approval. 

Gulu has 11 sub-counties, four divisions in the municipality with an active LC 2 court in place, and were trained by the Ministry of Local Government on how to handle land conflicts. The last court was sworn in last month. 

Hope 

There is hope that most of the villagers know each other or their neighbours, and they help in protecting one another. 

The Land Amendment Bill 2007, proposes to protect customary land owners and the district land boards will have no power to give away land.

Karamoja

Karamoja urged to grow upland rice (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/633639 

THE mild rains in Karamoja can sustain the growth of upland rice the Vice-President, Prof. Gilbert Bukenya, has said. 

Bukenya noted that the production of the crop would improve food security and farmers’ incomes. 

Meeting the Swedish ambassador, Anders Johnson in Kampala on Thursday, Bukenya appealed to Sweden to support the upland rice project in Karamoja. 

Dr. George Bigirwa, the programme officer for seed production and dissemination Alliance for Green Revolution in Africa, recently said upland rice varities were resistant to diseases and pests. 

“They also respond very well to low rainfall, a minimum of 20mm per week. But the rain should be well-distributed.” 

In March 2004, President Yoweri Museveni launched the Upland Rice Project. 

Since then, rice farming has grown from 4,000 farmers to over 35,000. 

Uganda has reduced its rice importation from 60,000 metric tonnes in 2005 to 35,000 in 2007, saving us about $30m (sh51b), according to the Uganda National Agricultural Research Organisation. 

Bukenya hailed Sweden’s support to the health and education sectors. 

Johnson briefed Bukenya on the activities funded by his Government.

Health 
Uganda in need of 180,000 units of blood (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Uganda_in_need_of_180_000_units_of_blood.shtml 

Uganda needs at least 180,000 units of blood per year to cater for the increasing demand for blood in hospitals, the Director of the Uganda Blood Transfusion Services, Mr Peter Kaataha has said.

Most hospitals in Uganda are facing a blood shortage which is leading to the death of many. Mr Kaataha said although the Uganda Blood Transfusion Services has over the years increased  blood collection from 7,000 units in 1989, to 150,000 in 2008, the country  still experiences  a shortfall of 30,000 units of  blood annually.

He said this shortfall leaves millions of Ugandans at stake.  Mr Kaataha was addressing participants during the World Blood Donor Day celebrations at the Nakasero blood bank on Saturday.  The celebration was held under the theme, “Donating Blood Regularly”.

Mr Kaataha said of the 150,000 units of blood collected annually, over 25 per cent is transfused to women with pregnancy or child birth related complications like over bleeding.

He said 50 per cent is given to children who become anemic because  of malaria and other illnesses. The rest of the blood is used on accident victims, and patients who under go surgery.

Mr Kaataha said that more blood is needed in order to save lives.

The Principal Medical Officer in Charge of the Nakasero Blood Bank, Dr Dorothy Kyeyune Byabazaire, said donating blood regularly could help the country address the persistent blood shortage that has always claimed the lives of those in need of blood.

Dr Byabazaire said that the country usually experiences acute blood shortages during holidays because students who are the main blood donors are hardly accessed during that  period. 

On World Blood Donor Day, UN agency stresses value of voluntary donations (UN News Centre)

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=27030&Cr=WHO&Cr1=Blood 

14 June 2008
China and the United Arab Emirates are both close to reaching 100 per cent voluntary donations for their national blood supplies, the United Nations health agency has announced, calling on other countries to use them as models to increase their own stocks of safe blood supplies.

The World Health Organization (WHO) is using this year's World Blood Donor Day, which is being observed today, to highlight the benefits of blood donations that are voluntary – rather than involving payment or family interest.

“Access to safe blood is a key component of effective health care and voluntary donors are the cornerstone of a safe blood supply,” Carissa Etienne, Assistant Director-General for Health Systems at WHO, said yesterday in a press statement. “Available, safe blood is particularly crucial to the health of women and children.”

Voluntary donors are regarded as the safest source of blood. By donating of their free will, without coercion or payment, they are less likely to hide information about their health status or behaviour that could make them ineligible to donate blood. Regular voluntary donations also ensure a more sustainable blood supply.

But only 54 countries have so far achieved 100 per cent voluntary donation, according to WHO, with Thailand, Turkey and Uganda the most recent States to join the list.

Less than 45 per cent of the global blood supply is collected in developing or transitional countries, which are home to about four-fifths of the global population. These countries also have the greatest need of stocks of blood and blood products as they bear a disproportionate burden of many diseases.

WHO said China and the UAE both deserve credit for making such rapid progress towards an entirely voluntary donation system. In 1990, no donations in the UAE were voluntary, but by 2006 they had reached 97.6 per cent, while China's rate has risen from 20 per cent to 98.5 per cent in the decade since 1998.

The theme of this year's Day is “Giving Blood Regularly,” an initiative to encourage volunteer donors to return on a regular basis over the long-term.

Uganda could face condom shortage by October (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/9/34/633620 

USAID no longer funds the procurement of condoms yet the Government has not released funds to buy them. Lillian Agasha and Halima Shaban explore the hard reality 

A WALK into the numerous washrooms of most corporate premises in Kampala will reveal almost one identical thing — a box of condoms placed strategically for any user to pick. When you see these condoms in the morning, be sure they will not be there by evening. 

In addition to its role as a crucial and reliable family planning method, the condom is one of the major strategies in the fight against HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases. 

Yet, if the Government does not urgently release funds for the importation of condoms, there will be no condoms in the country by October, says the United Nations Population Fund deputy country representative, Hassan Mohtashami. 

In the past, procurement and distribution of condoms was done by social marketing organisations such as PSI and Marie Stopes with funds from development partners; KFW and United States Aid for International Development (USAID). The ministry of health also procured condoms using funds from USAID. 

But, with the 2005 Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness, which charges countries with the responsibility of owning and funding reproductive health commodities supplies, this trend is changing. 

KFW, USAID and other development partners are no longer funding the procurement of condoms and other reproductive health methods, yet the Government has not put in place a budget to procure condoms. 

“There is an urgent need for a specific budget on condom programming in the Ministry of Health (MOH) in addition to mobilisation of resources to meet the current condom stock gaps,” Dr. Mohtashami told participants during a reproductive health commodity security advocacy capacity building workshop in Djibouti recently. 

Uganda has one of the highest fertility rates in the world. Every woman has an average of seven children. Yet family planning is low. 

The contraception prevalence rate (the number of married women using a family planning method) is only 24%. On the other hand, HIV prevalence is going up from 6.4% to 7.1%, according to UNAIDS. The condom is both preventive for HIV and unwanted pregnancy. 

Using the ABC (Abstinence, Be faithful, use Condoms) approach, Uganda was able to reduce its HIV prevalence rate from about 30% in the 1980s to 15% in the early 1990s and to about 6% in 2002. 

However, with the current rise in the HIV prevalence rate, the future looks gloomy, if the Government does not make the issue of condom supplies a priority. 

Development partners in the distribution of condoms have requested the Government to come up with long-term sustainable measures to ensure an adequate and reliable supply of condoms to the population. 

Uganda’s total condom requirement is about 120 million condoms per year and 10 million condoms are needed per month to meet the basic need for HIV prevention in the country. 

In a ‘good’ year, according to the MOH, actual supplies would be 120 million condoms. But the past years have seen rapidly diminishing supplies of and capacity for distributing condoms. 

Mohtashami says the Government has not been procuring condoms and yet it procures other contraceptives. For the public sector, condoms were traditionally supplied by the health ministry with funds from USAID and for the social marketing organisations such as PSI and Marie Stopes, condoms were procured with funds from KFW, a development partner. 

With the Paris Declaration, USAID and KFW have since stopped funding condom supplies, leaving a huge gap. 

Condoms supplied by social marketing organisations currently cost between sh500 and sh1,000 a packet of three, but the price is likely to shoot up when these condoms run out and the importation is left to the profit-oriented private sector. 

This will impact negatively on the HIV/AIDS fight and also increase the number of women dying from abortions. 

Dr. Ismail Ndifuna, the national programme officer in charge of reproductive health at the UNFPA country office, says in accordance with the Paris Declaration on aid effectiveness, UNFPA is supposed to promote programmes that are government-owned and led. 

He says UNFPA will accordingly align its support to the sector in accordance with this principle. In this regard, UNFPA would like to support capacity building systems development and offer technical assistance to the sector and only procure condoms as a provider of last resort. 

“We are not seeing adequate government commitment to condom programming. When there is an epidemic, the health ministry quickly puts in place measures to arrest the situation. We would like to see this happening with condoms,” Ndifuna says. 

Dr. Anthony Mbonye, the assistant commissioner of reproductive health at the ministry, says basing on the current situation, it is imperative that the Government mobilises resources to procure an extra 40 million condoms for the remaining part of 2008 and 120 million required for 2009. 

Dr. Moses Muwonge, the national reproductive health commodity security coordinator at the ministry says: “Procurement planning needs to take care of a total of 160 million condoms for the remaining part of 2008 and 2009. This is estimated to cost $6.4m (about sh8.05b) inclusive of procurement, clearing, post-shipment, warehousing and distribution.” 
Researchers find way to manage HIV drug resistance (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Researchers_find_way_to_manage_HIV_drug_resistance.shtml 

Researchers in the US have discovered a new way of reducing resistance to the HIV drug and also reducing the speed at which the virus can spread in the body.

According to an online journal of the National Science Academy,  the study findings published in April, show that researchers found that when they inactivated a human protein called ITK; they prevented the HIV virus from infecting the vital human immune cells called the T cells. 

The HIV virus most affects the T Cells also known as CD4 cells. The virus becomes part of the cells, and when they multiply to fight an infection, they also make more copies of HIV.

The research also found that while most of the Antiretroviral drugs for people living with the HIV virus target the virus’s own proteins, with the new findings, the new drugs can be developed to target proteins of human cells to reduce mutations of the virus. Most current HIV drugs attack the virus itself which is liable to mutate and become resistant to treatment. 

According to the findings, “The new work shows that without active ITK protein, HIV cannot effectively take advantage of many T cells, which in turn slows or blocks the spread of the virus.”

When someone is infected with HIV for a long time, their CD4 cell count goes down, a sign that the immune system is being weakened.

After the HIV virus enters the body, it takes over the activities of the white blood cells so that the virus can replicate and eventually compromises the entire immune system and cause Aids.

One of the senior researchers in the study, Dr Pamela Schwartzberg, said “We were pleased and excited to realize the outcome of our approach. Suppression of the ITK protein caused many of the pathways that HIV uses to be less active, thereby inhibiting or slowing HIV replication.” 

According to the scientific director of the National Human Genome Research Institute  where the study was conducted, “This new insight represents an important contribution to HIV research. It is an exciting model for deriving potential new HIV therapies.” 

According to Dr Schwartzberg, ITK is also being investigated as a cure for asthma and other diseases that affect immune response. 

ARV clinics may put people with HIV at risk of catching TB (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/9/34/633624 

LAST Monday, for the first-time, the Government, public health and business leaders, heads of United Nations agencies and advocates met at the UN headquarters to acknowledge HIV/TB as an urgent priority. 

The first HIV/TB Global Leaders’ Forum was convened by Dr Jorge Sampaio, the UN Secretary General’s special envoy to stop TB. The forum sought to galvanise leadership at all levels. 

The 2008 Anti-Tuberculosis Drug Resistance in the World report and the 2008 Global Tuberculosis Epidemic Report of the World Health Organisation mandates much heightened urgency in responding to TB-HIV co-infection. 

Many countries, including Uganda, are making impressive gains in treating people living with HIV, but this investment and progress is squandered by a preventable and curable tuberculosis. 

HIV weakens the immune system and makes it more likely that latent TB infection progresses to active TB disease. People with HIV are up to 50 times more likely to develop TB disease. 

Uganda has the 16th highest TB burden in the world. TB is the leading cause of death among people living with HIV. About a third of the 40 million people with HIV are also infected with TB. 

In high TB and HIV burden settings, up to 80% of TB patients may be co-infected with HIV and half of AIDS-related deaths are caused by TB. 

Without proper treatment for TB, about 90% of people living with HIV die within two to three months of becoming sick with TB, even if they are receiving anti-retroviral treatment. 

Worldwide, about 250,000 people die from HIV/TB co-infection each year. However, adequate treatment of TB in people living with HIV has shown to prolong their life. 

Transmission of TB 

Studies suggest that transmission of TB, especially the drug-resistant strains, is more likely to take place where people with HIV congregate. 

Healthcare settings, for example, anti-retroviral clinics, are one such place where improper infection control can put people with HIV at risk of contracting TB. 

Preventing deaths from HIV/TB 

Even where directly-observed treatment short-course programmes are available, current diagnostic tests fail to detect active TB in between 60% to 80% of people with HIV due to the predominantly smear-negative nature of TB in this group. 

New strategies and tools are urgently needed to tackle the challenge of TB/HIV co-infection. WHO-recommended collaborative TB/HIV activities must be accelerated and research stepped up to deliver a new generation of effective anti-TB drugs and diagnostics to keep co-infected people alive. 

In many countries insufficient laboratory capacity to test drug-resistance is an impediment in scaling up TB programmes. So, developing laboratories to provide rapid diagnosis of TB drug-resistance, particularly for people living with HIV, is of utmost importance to improve TB responses. 

People living with HIV also need to be screened regularly for TB. Those who are sick with TB need effective treatment and those without TB disease should receive TB preventive therapy. 

A six-month course of TB treatment costs $20 (about 32,000) and preventive drug therapy costs $2 (3,200). 

There is need for closer coordination between national TB and HIV 

programmes and services. 

But progress remains slow on detecting and treating TB among people cared for in HIV treatment settings. In 2006, only 1% of people living with HIV were screened for TB worldwide, according to WHO estimates.
HIV/AIDS policy for Kasese district (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/18/633657 

KASESE town council has been commended for being the first urban council in the country to launch an HIV/AIDS workplace policy. 

The deputy resident commissioner, Wilson Isingoma, launched the policy last week at Virina Gardens. He cautioned against illicit behaviour, saying the HIV-prevalence rate was high in the district.

Health minister appeals on drug thefts (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/633643 

AMURU district chairman, Anthony Omach, has warned health workers against stealing drugs. 

Receiving Atiak Health Centre from Medicine San Frontieres, he noted: “Now that the charity has left and given you the responsibility to serve the patients, make sure that the drugs benefit the right people. 

Whoever sells drugs to private clinics will be arrested and dismissed,” Atube warned the health workers last Wednesday.
Press Freedom

Killed reporters' memorial opens (BBC)

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/7456036.stm 

A memorial to journalists killed while doing their work is to be unveiled by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon. 

The 10m (32ft) glass and steel cone atop central London's BBC Broadcasting House will shine a beam of light into the sky every evening at 10pm. 

It is dedicated to all news journalists and those who have worked with them, including drivers and translators. 

Over the past 10 years an estimated two war reporters have died each week, with many more killed covering corruption. 

Recent deaths 

Relatives of some of the victims will join the UN Secretary General for the dedication ceremony.
The memorial's inauguration follows the recent deaths of two BBC journalists, Abdul Samad Rohani and Nasteh Dahir Faraah, in Afghanistan and Somalia. 

Rodney Pinder, director of the International News Safety Institute (INSI), which works for more safety for journalists, said: "These men and women are the unsung heroes of democracy, for without a free press there can be no freedom. 

"This shaft of light in the capital of international journalism is a visual reminder of their sacrifice."
BBC Chairman Sir Michael Lyons drew attention to the risks taken by many journalists in the course of their work. 

He said: "The implicit contract, whereby journalists place their lives at risk to help us understand the world and its events better, needs to be reaffirmed. 

"At moments like this that sacrifice is properly valued and the loss is widely shared." 

The sculpture, entitled Breathing, is by Spanish artist Jaume Plensa. 

It was specially commissioned and selected as a result of an international competition for the BBC's public art scheme. 

The BBC also commissioned a poem to complement the structure by ex-war correspondent and poet, James Fenton. 

A year-and-a-half ago, Resolution 1738 was passed by the UN Security Council which demanded an end to attacks on journalists. 

The full text of the James Fenton poem is: 

We spoke, we chose to speak of war and strife – a task a fine ambition sought – and some might say, who shared our work, our life: that praise was dearly bought. 

Drivers, interpreters, these were our friends. These we loved. These we were trusted by. The shocked hand wipes the blood across the lens. The lens looks to the sky. 

Most died by mischance. Some seemed honour-bound to take the lonely, peerless track conceiving danger as a testing ground to which they must go back 

till the tongue fell silent and they crossed beyond the realm of time and fear. Death waved them through the checkpoint. They were lost. All have their story here.

Global Food Crisis
Starvation stalks the poor in Kenya (East African)
http://www.nationmedia.com/eastafrican/current/News/news1606200813.htm 

Waiyua Mwongeli, a vegetable vendor in Nairobi’s Kibera slum, is yet to understand why her business is doing so badly, her strategic position notwithstanding. 

“No one is buying, including my routine customers,” says the 40-year-old. “Something is wrong, but I don’t know what.” 

The previous day, she had to throw away a sack of rotten tomatoes. Her fellow vendors are undergoing the same nightmare. 

At home, she cooks less food than before for her children, and sometimes her family of five goes hungry. 

Like other slum dwellers, she no longer eats enough. Once important dietary staples like meat, beans and sugar have suddenly become luxuries. 

The sprawling village, with a population of close to 900,000 people, is among the slums in Kenya that are hardest hit by rising food prices. 

Most people who live on less than a dollar a day are now struggling to survive and the spikes in food prices mean they must eat less or sometimes not at all. 

Mwongeli’s case is an example of what experts are referring to as the “new face of hunger,” a situation in which shops and markets have plenty of food, but not enough customers who can pay for it. 

Kenyans first saw food prices rise in the wake of the post-election violence that killed 1,200 people early this year, with at least 350,000 others being displaced from their homes 

According to the Kenya National Bureau of Statistics, annual inflation had risen to 31.5 per cent last month from 26.6 per cent in April. 

This is the steepest increase since the early 1990s, when increased spending in the run-up to the 1992 general election put it at 31 per cent. 

The situation does not only afflict the slums alone. The majority of Nairobi motorists are now relying on public transport rather than spending money on fuel. 

Food prices are shooting up, but incomes remain static. If the situation persists, people will starve, warns experts. 

The current food crisis amounts to a gross violation of human rights and could fuel a global catastrophe, as many of the world’s poorest countries, particularly those in the import-dependency category, struggle to feed their people, warn international development agencies, including ActionAid. 

“It is an outrage that poor people are paying for decades of policy mistakes such as the lack of investment in agriculture and the dismantling of support for smallholder farmers,” says Magdalena Kropiwnicka, policy analyst with ActionAid. 

This year, the food import bill for developing countries is expected to rise by 40 per cent; in cases such as Burundi, Eritrea and Haiti the impact is catastrophic because of their high reliance on food and fuel imports as well as high existing levels of undernourishment. 

Many families in these poor countries are already spending well over three-quarters of their income on food. They are unable to cope as prices continue to rise. 

As part of its HungerFree campaign, ActionAid is demanding that governments act decisively to address the food crisis. 

Decisions must be taken that will allow states to act immediately to fund increased social protection and boost the purchasing power of the poor, provide support for farmers, particularly women, and to boost production through access to seeds, water, credit and other inputs. 

Decisions on longer-term solutions are equally essential, including the need for investment in small scale sustainable agriculture and strategies to increase access to land for small farmers, especially women. 

Essentially, world leaders must finance these solutions with bold and serious commitments to increase aid to agriculture, debt relief and trade reforms that will benefit poor import-dependent countries, added Ms Kropiwnicka. 

The World Bank, in its report, Global Economic Prospects for 2008 indicates that food prices have risen by 75 per cent since 2000. 

According to the Food and Agriculture Organisation, 37 countries are facing a crisis and require external assistance — 21 of them in Africa, 10 in Asia, five in Latin America and one in Europe. 

In 2007, the world’s grains harvest — 2.1 billion tonnes — was a new record, 5 per cent more than the previous year. 

However, only 1.01 billion tonnes of the harvest is likely to be used to feed people. An important proportion will be used to feed animals —760 million tonnes — and around 100 million tonnes will be used to produce biofuels. 

Although there is enough food for everyone, recently there has been a substantial increase in the demand for cereals, led by a growing food demand in Asia as well as demand for biofuels, bringing global reserves to their lowest level in 25 years. 

World Bank now promises $1.2b to meet global shortages (East African)

http://www.nationmedia.com/eastafrican/current/News/news1606200814.htm 

The World Bank will support global efforts to overcome food shortages with a new $1.2 billion rapid financing facility to address immediate needs. 

This effort includes $200 million in grants targeted at the vulnerable in the world’s poorest countries. 

Announcing measures to address immediate to long-term food challenges, World Bank president Robert Zoellick said it would boost its overall support for global agriculture and food to $6 billion next year and launch risk management tools and crop insurance to protect poor countries and smallholders. 

“These initiatives will help address the immediate danger of hunger and malnutrition for the two billion people struggling to survive in the face of rising food prices, and contribute to a longer-term solution that must involve many countries and institutions,” he said. 

Grants to Djibouti ($5 million), Haiti ($10 million) and Liberia ($10 million) have already been approved, he said. 

This month, the Bank will provide grants to Togo, Yemen and Tajikistan. 

These countries have been identified as a high priority based on rapid need assessments undertaken in the field by the World Food Programme, the Food and Agriculture Organisation, and the International Fund for Agricultural Development. 

Rapid need assessments have now been completed in more than 25 countries, while 15 more are ongoing. 

The $1.2 billion facility is designed to address safety net programmes such as food for work, conditional cash transfers, and school feeding programmes for the most vulnerable. 

It provides support for food production by supplying seeds and fertiliser, improving irrigation for small-scale farmers, and providing budget support to offset tariff reductions for food and other unexpected costs. 

As part of the new facility, the Bank is also establishing a multidonor trust fund to facilitate policy and operational co-ordination among donors, and leverage financial support for the rapid delivery of seeds and fertiliser to small-scale farmers for the upcoming planting season. 

The new rapid response facility stands alongside other efforts by the Bank to address the global food crisis. 

The Bank is considering initiatives to provide risk management tools to poor countries faced by drought and other catastrophes. 

In addition, the World Bank is also working with its board to deploy index-related hedges and insurance products to protect poor farmers and countries from weather and supply shocks. 

Under a proposal being discussed by the board in June, Malawi could be the first of several countries to use the Bank as an intermediary to access weather derivatives. 

Should Malawi suffer a drought, then it would be protected against a rise in the price of imported maize. 

The International Finance Corporation, the Bank’s arm that promotes private sector investment, is proposing to support crop and livestock insurance for smallholders in developing countries. 

Others who have pledged to help mitigate the situation are the African Development Bank, which has pledged $1 billion extra to boost agriculture and Italy, which has offered 3 billion euros  ($4.8 billion) through the European Development Fund over the next six years — 200 million euros ($320 million) of which will be spent on rural development programmes. 

The UK has pledged £400 million ($560 million) — £33 million ($46.2 million) for emergency food aid and social protection, £7.5 million ($10.5 million) for agricultural research and £38 million ($53.2 million) for road construction in Congo. 

The Islamic Development Bank will spend $1.5 billion on agriculture in the poorest countries over a period of five years. 

This will come in the form of grants and concessional financing, while France has pledged $1.5 billion to boosting production in Africa over the next five years. 

On its part, Australia will provide $8 million to Zimbabwe and $2 million to North Korea, as well as $9 million to Pakistan. 

Australia has already committed $30 million to the World Food Programme’s $1.2 billion emergency appeal. 

UN food agency launches four-year plan for global food crisis (UN News Centre)

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=27027&Cr=food&Cr1=global 

13 June 2008
The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has announced a new four-year strategic plan to tackle soaring levels of hunger caused by the global food crisis. 

“This strategic plan marks a revolution in food aid that supports local markets in breaking the cycle of hunger,” Josette Sheeran, WFP's Executive Director said today.

“I call this our 80-80-80 solution,” she told WFP's Board members gathered in Rome this week. 󈭀 per cent of our cash for food is spent in the developing world, 80 per cent of our ground transport is procured in the developing world, and 80 per cent of our staff is hired locally in the developing world.” 

WFP spends more than $2 billion a year on food, transport and staff in the developing world. 

The new strategic plan emphasizes life-saving emergency aid, such as for 3 million vulnerable people in Darfur, but it also focuses on prevention, local purchase of food, and using targeted cash and voucher programs when food is available locally but not accessible for the hungry. 

The announcement of WFP's four-year strategic plan follows last week's High-Level Conference on World Food Security in Rome, where world leaders gathered to discuss hunger and agriculture development issues against the backdrop of high global food and fuel prices. 

The tools laid out in the plan include early warning systems and vulnerability analysis, as well as preparedness and disaster reduction and mitigation, and effective emergency response in life-saving situations. 

The plan also includes spending to strengthen smallholder farming, local transport and communication networks, as well as school meals and support for mother-and-child health and nutrition programmes.
Last year, WFP used its cash resources to purchase $612 million worth of food in 69 developing countries. 
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