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Juba Peace Process
Kony must appear in court, says prosecutor (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Kony_must_appear_in_court_says_prosecutor.shtml 

The International Criminal Court has said in its latest statement that Lord’s Resistance Army chief Joseph Kony “must end up in the ICC courtroom.”

According to the June 16 statement, the ICC, which indicted Kony and his top lieutenants at the end of 2005, is seeking the support of the European Union to “enforce its judicial decisions, including the arrest warrants, in a consistent manner”. 

ICC Prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo on Monday briefed a meeting of the General Affairs and External Relations Council of the European Union on his strategy. 

Six warrants of the ICC are still outstanding, and The-Hague court hopes that greater international cooperation could lead to the arrest of the indicted men still at large. 

“No support, no financial aid should reach any indicted criminals. There is no possible exit strategy for fugitives from the Court. There can be no double standards,” the statement said. 

Other than Kony and his top lieutenants, the other wanted men include: Ahmed Harun, the Sudanese minister of state for humanitarian affairs; Ali Kushayb, the Janjaweed militia leader; and Bosco Ntaganda, a Congolese war crimes suspect.

The issue of the ICC arrest warrants against the LRA leadership became a major sticking point during the South Sudan-mediated peace talks, which have since collapsed. Kony is said to have refused to sign a comprehensive peace deal in April because matters regarding his security were not well addressed. 

The ICC was also criticised for focusing only on the crimes committed by the LRA and ignoring those committed by the Ugandan military. 

Recent efforts to revive the peace process have been unsuccessful so far, and it is reported that Kony has been terrorising villages and abducting children in the Central African Republic since February 2008. 

Still, even though the UPDF has threatened to attack the LRA, there have been no recent clashes between the Ugandan military and the rebel outfit.  Dr Riek Machar, the South Sudan vice-president who mediated the talks, has reportedly said Kony should be given a second chance. 

According to Dr Machar, already-signed aspects of the peace agreement should be implemented “in good faith”, even if the rebel leader refuses to append his signature to the final deal. 

“It’s essential to continue to encourage the LRA to re-engage with the peace process and complete formal signing of the final peace agreement,” Dr Machar reportedly said in a recent report on the Juba Peace Process.  “If we succeed in this, then we would be able to proceed with the full implementation of the agreements.”
Uganda says LRA rebels fought south Sudan forces (Reuters)
http://africa.reuters.com/top/news/usnBAN750236.html 

Fugitive rebels from Uganda's Lord's Resistance Army have clashed with south Sudanese forces for a second time this month, Uganda's military said on Tuesday.

One guerrilla was killed and three captured on Sunday after LRA fighters raided the small town of Nimule, which lies on a major trade route between northern Uganda and the south Sudanese capital Juba, a Ugandan military spokesman said.

Officials from the southern Sudanese army (SPLA) could not immediately be reached for comment.

"About 30 rebels came to Nimule, abducted two people and looted food. On their way back they had a brief contact with the SPLA," said Captain Chris Magezi, the Ugandan spokesman.

The battle will worry the authorities in Juba and Kampala because it broke out in an area that was once an LRA stronghold but had been relatively quiet since mid-2005 when the rebels moved deep into northeastern Congo's lawless Garamba Forest.

And the incident has pushed tensions in the region still higher after the LRA attacked south Sudanese barracks on the Congo border on June 4, killing 30 people including 14 SPLA troops.

Uganda's two-decade civil war uprooted 2 million people and also destabilised neighbouring parts of oil-producing southern Sudan and mineral-rich eastern Democratic Republic of Congo.

South Sudan's Vice-President Riek Machar chaired two years of peace talks between the rebels and Uganda's government that collapsed in April when the LRA's elusive leader, Joseph Kony, failed to appear on the Congo-Sudan border to sign a final deal.

Kony and two of his deputy commanders are wanted for war crimes by the International Criminal Court in The Hague.

Machar has said he is not giving up on the negotiations, and has said preparations by Kampala, Khartoum and Kinshasa for a joint military offensive against the LRA were premature.

Analysts believe such an operation could carry big risks for the forces involved and would be likely to fail.

"More than ever a more constructive response is required," Machar said on Monday. 

Give Kony more time, says Machar (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Give_Kony_more_time_says_Machar.shtml 
The mediator of the Uganda peace talks recommended on Monday that the already signed aspects of the peace agreement be implemented, even without rebel leader appending his signature to the deal. Dr. Riek Machar, the Government of Southern Sudan Vice President said he would continue to reach out to Joseph Kony.

“The government of Southern Sudan prefers a peace resolution of this conflict,” Dr Machar said. “It therefore invites the LRA leadership to return to complete the dialogue process, it was instrumental in beginning.”

The report comes barely two weeks since the Lords Resistance Army attacked a Sudan People’s Liberation Army detach at the Congo border, accusing southern Sudan of entering a military pact with Uganda and DR-Congo to attack the rebels. 

Information Minister Dr. Changson Chang has since said no such agreement has been approved by the Southern Sudan government. 

According to the summary of Dr Machar’s report, released by the Peace Talks Secretariat, the mediator considers that the agreements signed in Juba are all sound and legally valid and deserve to be implemented in full. 

Dr Machar has recommended an interim period within which four key activities would be undertaken.

He said despite Kony’s failure to sign the Final Peace Agreement, the government of southern Sudan will ‘continue engagement with the LRA to persuade its leadership’ to sign and implement in full the Final peace Agreement.

Dr Machar has also proposed that “some elements of the agreement signed in Juba should begin to be implemented immediately, in good faith, pending signature” of the final peace agreement.

“These agreements provide for important interventions, including social and economic provisions for the benefits of war-affected communities, who deserve those benefits now,” he said. 

Dr Machar has also proposed to retain some of the institutions and administrative mechanisms established during the Juba peace talks. 

The institutions proposed to be retained include Cessation of Hostilities Monitoring Team and the oversight functions of the office of the Mediator.

Machar also proposes that the international community continues to render financial support for the peace process to attain sustainable peace in the region.

“The Juba Peace Process moves on,” said the report.

In his report, Dr Machar also says he is determined to work with Ugandan community leaders and all regional and international supporters to persuade the LRA to return to the implementation process. He said he was confident that these efforts will bear fruit and lead to a lasting settlement for this long and painful conflict.

“It’s essential to continue to encourage the LRA to re-engage with the peace process and complete formal signing of the Final Peace Agreement,” Dr Machar said. “If we succeed in this, then we would be able to proceed with the full implementation of the agreements.”

Hold action against Kony, Acholi leaders warn government (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Hold_action_against_Kony_Acholi_leaders_warn_government.shtml 

The Acholi religious and political leadership has vehemently opposed government’s latest stance to pursue the Lords Resistance Army rebel  after talks failed to yield a peaceful settlement to the two-decade long rebellion.

Various leaders from the region who Daily Monitor  talked to unanimously agree that the military approach is not  the  option. 

“Even though the peace talks collapsed there is still more chance to resolve the 22-year-old northern insurgency through peace talks,” said Sheik Musa Kelin, vice chairperson of the Acholi Religious Leaders Peace Initiative (ARLP).

In the interview on June 5, Sheik Kelin said opting for a military  offensive will only   frustrate the relative peace people in northern Uganda are currently enjoying. 

“It [military option] has failed in 20 years and it will still fail. They can manage to smoke him [Kony] out of his hide-outs [Garamba Forest] but must ensure that he doesn’t sneak here again to breach our peace,” he said.

Last week, the government announced that it would  resume  military operations against Kony, but this time with the full support of other countries in the Great Lakes Region. 

Army and Defence Publicist  Paddy Ankunda said   “the  negotiations were no more, the man [Kony] doesn’t know what he wants and we have resolved to go the military way,” This implies the series of meetings between government and the LRA for a negotiated peace deal has gone to waste.

The  Gulu LC5 Chairperson, Norbert Mao described the UPDF’s planned move, as reckless saying any attempt to use force would further drive the LRA from signing the  stalled  peace  talks.

“If  they  (UPDF) are interested in resuming the war, why should they go to the media and declare their intention anyway?,” Mr  Mao asked. 

“They  should not think that the LRA rebels are just sitting. They (LRA) are like mother ducks sitting on their eggs. Personally, I have reservations on the capability of the UPDF over the LRA.  He  said if the UPDF are embarking on attacking the LRA,  it would be the innocent civilians to suffer.

Mr  Mao said during past military   encounters between the UPDF forces and their opponents; the latter used to turn their anger onto innocent people. 

He  said the UPDF should not declare war before getting a report from the Chief  Mediator, Riek Machar and the UN envoy, Mr Joachim Chicano that  the peace talks have completely  failed. 

“We don’t want them to relaunch an operation that will be disastrous like the Operation Iron Fist. Declaring a war is one thing but executing is another business all together.” Mr  Mao  added. 

The Bishop of Northern Uganda Diocese, Bishop Onono Onweng said: “War can never be a solution to the conflict because it will have a short term remedy. If you solve a conflict using war both parties  are  often left disatisfied and most probably another  conflict crops up,” he said.  

According  to  the  Gulu  RDC, Col. Walter  Ochora, Kony  will never sign the peace talks and never come out of the bush but instead prefer to work as a mercenary.

“Let Kony tell Riek Machar and the UN envoy that he is being deceived by the CAR [Central Africa Republic] rebel leaders that they will help him (Kony) to operate as a mercenary,” he said on the Gulu- based Mega FM on June 5.

The decision to re-launch a military offensive against LRA came on June 2, after a high-powered meeting of all security chiefs in the Great Lakes Region held in Kampala. Maj. Paddy Ankunda  said the members reached a consensus to fight Kony because the peace talks option seemed  to  have failed. 

UPDF steps up Sudan border patrols (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/633991 

THE UPDF has stepped up deployment along the Uganda-Sudan border from Kitgum district to the West Nile region. The army says the build-up is intended to block LRA rebels from crossing back to northern Uganda. 

This follows reports that the rebels were heading towards northern Uganda from South Sudan. The UPDF northern region spokesman, Capt. Ronald Kakurungu, on Tuesday said the army was ready to hit the rebels if they attempted to cross into Uganda. 

The New Vision on Monday reported that the SPLA clashed with the rebels at Nimule near the border with Uganda. Three rebels were killed and one was captured by the SPLA. 

The chief of defence forces, Gen. Aronda Nyakairima, also said the army was ready to attack the rebels, following the collapse of the Juba peace talks. 

Kakurungu appealed to the people to be vigilant and cooperate with the security organs to single out wrong elements.

Northern Uganda 

UPDF Gen. survives lynching over land (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/UPDF_Gen_survives_lynching_over_land.shtml 

A senior army officer and a clan chief were almost lynched on Monday as they tried to formalise the soldier’s controversial acquisition of 10,000 hectares of land in the northern district of Amuru.

Armed with clubs, tree branches, axes, machetes and stones, the angry mob attempted to lynch Maj. Gen. Julius Oketta, who represents the army in the 8th Parliament and Mr Martin Otienga Otoo, the chief of Lamogi clan. Rwot Otienga had accompanied Gen. Oketta to a land application hearing at Lwak- Obito village in Amuru Sub-county.

Residents, who accused the Rwot of fraudulently selling off their land to the general, rejected the application by Gen. Oketta to acquire the land under freehold tenure. The Lamogi clan of Acholi reportedly owns the land communally, according to elders in the area. But the land is said to be subdivided among four sub-clans that make up Lamogi.

Mr Jack Weleya Obalim, the chief of another clan called Panyuka clan, said his colleague, Mr Otienga, gave out the land without consulting other clan heads.

“We strongly object to the application made by the Major General seeking freehold land ownership. Freehold is a new phenomenon we don’t understand,” Rwot Obalim said. “Our forefathers lived on this land. We have lived on it and even our children and grandchildren will also live on this land.” Ms Harriet Aber, a resident, said.

“From today onwards we have disowned Otienga. We cannot trust him any more. He has betrayed us; what kind of a chief is he when he loves money like a hyena? He wants to sell off all our land.”

What was supposed to be an application hearing momentarily turned into a fracas as leaders traded accusations for close to four hours. Six people including four clan chiefs also submitted their letters of objection to Amuru Sub-county officials insisting that the land belongs to the clan.

The region which has just recovered from a two-decade insurgency by the Lords Resistance Army rebels is currently the scene of land wrangles because the majority of the people had been pushed into camps.

Gen. Oketta said the rejection of his application to acquire land in the area was “politically motivated”. “I can’t comment on this matter. This is local politics…,” he said before driving off. He was escorted by four soldiers. 

Gen. Oketta reportedly acquired the contested land that stretches to about 10 square miles in 1997. Early this year, the government directed Amuru leaders to regularise the ownership of 10, 000 hectares of land in the district in Gen. Oketta’s name for onward transfer to a foreign firm that would build a sugar factory. 

Politicians from the northern region have variously threatened to fight anyone planning to acquire land in the area.

Lands Minister Omara Atubo in a January 7 letter asked Amuru District Land Board Chairman Alex Okwonga to expedite the process of issuing a certificate of title of the vast land in Omee (Amuru district) to Gen. Oketta. 

“Maj. Gen. Julius Oketta has approached the [Lands] ministry to expedite the issuance of Certificate of Title on the land to enable the implementation of the (sugarcane) project without undue delay,” Mr Atubo said in the letter said.

He added: “Treat the application (of Maj. Gen. Oketta) as a special case and proceed with the inspection and consideration for the allocation (of the 10, 000Ha) in the absence of the land committees.”

Daily Monitor learnt yesterday that the newly created Amuru District in war-ravaged Acholi is just beginning to constitute a district land committee to handle approval of certificates of title and preside over land matters. Mr Atubo asked Mr Okwonga to use his discretion and ensure the land is available “to be used for [a] sugar industry...”

The Lamogi clan is known for being notorious basing on history that they rebelled against the British colonialists as they tried to colonise the Acholi region. Rwot Otienga maintains that Gen. Oketta acquired the land from four landlords but when the community put him to task to mention the names of the landlords, he could not give one. 

The angry mob walked for over six kilometres hurling insults at the general, Rwot Otienga and Mr Martin Lwok Okot, who chairs a local land committee. Mr Okot is accused of ignoring the interests of the residents.
1,000 bullets recovered (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/633993 
Over 1,000 bullets have been recovered from the Gulu Police Station compound. Mine experts dug them up from under a mango tree. Officers usually rest under the tree. Johnson Kilama, the community liaison officer, said the bullets were suspected to have been buried during Idi Amin’s regime. “They were for the G3 guns, which were used during Amin’s regime.” Alfred Cometex, a deminer, said unexploded ordinances remained the biggest security threat in northern Uganda.

Gulu gets 3 block-making machines (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/633990 

Gulu district has acquired three hydraform machines from South Africa to help build low-cost houses for the displaced persons who are returning to their homes from camps. 

The machines were acquired with a sh193.5m funding from the Northern Uganda Social Action Fund (NUSAF). 

The district technical officer, Dr. Tony Aliro, said the proposal for the machines was made by Laroo, Awach and Lakwana sub-counties. 

He said each sub-county was given sh84m, adding that any money left after the purchases would be used to build community centres. Each hydraform costs sh64.5m. 

Gulu district chairman Norbert Mao handed over the machines to the community leaders last week. 

“Each machine can make 4,000 blocks per day. Every community member should therefore be able to build a house in their homes.” 

Mao thanked the Office of the Prime Minister for paying taxes worth sh40m for the machines. 

He said the returnees should now build semi-permanent low-cost houses, instead of the grass-thatched ones. 

Mao added that only those who would make blocks for building and not for sale would be given iron sheets donated by the President. 

He advised the district engineering department to sign management agreements with the sub- counties on maintenance of the machines. 

“These machines will be at the service of everybody who wants to use them,” Mao noted, adding that the district would also use the machines to make blocks to for teachers’ houses, health centres and schools. 

Mao requested development partners to offer cement to the returnees, a necessary ingredient in making the blocks. 

The locals would provide the labour and other materials such as sand, Mao noted

Eastern Uganda
1,200 guns recovered from K’jong (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/633994 

THE army has recovered 1,210 guns from Karamoja and Teso sub-regions in the ongoing disarmament. The 3rd Division spokesman, Capt. Henry Obbo, on Monday said 4,732 bullets had also been recovered within five months. 

He added that whereas 3,658 animals were raided from the sub-regions between January and May, 3,470 had been taken away from the raiders, constituting a 94.9% recovery rate 

“This is because of the stringent measures which we formulated to regulate local leaders. Any leader, whose kraal is found with a stolen animal, is supposed to explain or face prosecution,” said Obbo. 

The measure, he explained, was instituted following reports that some leaders were hiring guns to warriors to execute inter-clan raids and the warriors would pay them either in cash or give them some of the stolen animals. 

According to Obbo, peace was gradually returning to the region after the deployment of more soldiers. 

Last week, a new battalion was created in Karamoja, bringing the number in the region to four. 

“We have continued to register gun recoveries in Karamoja. Our target is to totally pacify the area to allow people freely engage in economic activities to boost development.” 

The army had launched a new programme code named Bring a gun and get protection in Kaabong district where warriors who voluntarily handed over guns were guaranteed security, Obbo stated. 

“We recovered 22 guns in one week. It’s our biggest recovery so far.” 

Obbo noted that the continuous UPDF presence in Karamoja had given confidence to the warriors, who were earlier hesitant to hand over guns due to fear of attacks from other clans.
UN agency in anti-FGM campaign (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/633996 

THE United Nations Population Fund and a charity, Reproductive Education and Community Health, have partnered in a campaign against Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) in Kapchorwa district. 

The UN agency, the Uganda Muslim Supreme Council and the charity last week organised seminars to sensitise the youth and women leaders of Kapron and Tegeres sub-counties against the practice, which is rampant in the district. 

The charity’s chairman, George William Cheborwon, said their mission was to promote the rights of every woman, girl and boy to enjoy equal opportunities in education and health. 

“We want to continue the anti-genital mutilation campaign to cover as many Sabiny communities as possible in Kapchorwa and Karamoja.” 

He added that one of the strategies was to initiate culture day celebrations. He called for the establishment of by-laws in districts against female circumcision to check the abuse of young girls. 

The Kapchorwa deputy resident district commissioner, Mujunga Yanja, urged parents to ensure the education and health of the girl-child. 

“Some young girls die because of genital mutilation. We are working with local leaders to ensure that the practice is halted.” 

Mujunga was disappointed by parents in the rural areas who had insisted on circumcising their daughters. 

The Government, he stated, had built schools and teachers’ houses to ensure that children in the region access quality education. 

“The number of young girls undergoing female genital mutilation has declined and communities are demanding that the practice be outlawed,” noted Martha Cherotwo, a peer educator. 

She added following intensive sensitisation of the elders, they had become some of the leading anti- FGM agents.

Jinja’s Soweto slum remains the same despite help given (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/Jinja_s_Soweto_slum_remains_the_same_despite_help_given.shtml 

Loud music, noisy children, drunkards and a host of ducks welcome you as you make your way to Soweto slum. The other welcome note is Karibu (welcome) to a drinking spree.

The eastern Uganda slum, probably named after South Africa’s Soweto slum, just like any other slum world-over, is inhabited by people who make the bulk of the urban poor.

According to the United Nations Habitat, a slum is defined as place of residence lacking one or more of the five things: Durable housing, sufficient living area, access to improved water, access to sanitation and secure tenure. 

Soweto is located at the extreme east of Jinja Municipality and has a population of over 5,000 people living in the worst situation.

I set off at 9.41a.m.

on a Saturday to get a feel of the life in this slum. It had rained the previous night – the paths were not only muddy and slippery but produced a stench I have not encountered in a long time. Children between the ages of five and 15 loiter around while most adults are busy either selling local brew or drinking it.

“When I first came here, I was shocked on seeing the kind of life these people led. Today, I’m not and I know what to do with them,” said Dr Janet Power, a volunteer doctor in the slum.

Mary Teresa Kafuko, a social worker with the Catholic Diocese of Jinja, who has worked in this community for years says the living conditions have not changed due to the influx. 

“As we try to take up the challenge within the slum, more people come in. The number keeps increasing. This place is like a camp for displaced persons and the leaders are not bothered about their (people’s) plight,” she says. 

The majority of the people in Soweto slum hail from northern Uganda – running away from Joseph Kony’s LRA rebel insurgency, according to Ms Kafuko. It should however be noted that there’s been relative peace in the northern region for over two years following the peace talks between the rebels and the government in Juba, Southern Sudan.

“People out there do not know how bad the situation is in this place and the President should come and see some of the people he leads and the life they lead,” she says, adding that the government should come up with a scheme to provide low income housing for people in the slums. 

When the Catholic Diocese started a project for the slum dwellers to start small businesses, the response was good and a number of women are now engaged in income-generating activities. 

Nothing is planned in Soweto – especially not the housing. 

There are several routes crisscrossing each other and a host of mud and wattle houses, most of which are roofed with papyrus or grass. God knows what would happen if a fire broke out. 

An average grass-thatched hut here goes for Shs3,000 a month and the few rooms covered with iron sheets cost Shs5,000 in rent per month. 

The slum is also congested and due to the high poverty levels, at least two families of about 10 members pool resources and share one hut. But that’s not the only problem.

According to Ms Kafuko, the crime rate in the slum is on the high, especially because of alcoholism. She says she works closely with Police to ensure that criminals are brought to book.While people in other communities are busy working to make ends meet, the Soweto inhabitants spend most of their time drinking local potent gins distilled within the slum area. 

Spontaneous fights, theft, adultery, drug abuse and defilement are the order of the day. Many women have children whose fathers they claim they do not know. 

Sanitation is a big challenge to the progress of the UN Millennium Development Goal of achieving a significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum-dwellers by 2020. Bathrooms are in a sorry state with stinking waste water due to lack of proper drainage channels. 

Whenever it rains, a strong stench engulfs the whole slum area and the neighbouring suburbs like Walukuba Housing Estate.

Illness and deaths are rife in Soweto due to the poor sanitation. There are a few ramshackle one-stance latrines and use of these is restricted. Some people share one communal. 

The rest of the community uses polythene bags and the waste is littered all over the place in addition to that of the children who neither go to the toilets nor use polythene bags. 

The wanting health facilities and an outbreak of an epidemic is another threat following the heavy rains. Burials are made right here. Several graves could be seen near homesteads or within some compounds.

“We cannot transport bodies to the villages. You just have to bury next to your house,” says Clement Onyango, who has been a resident of Soweto Slum since 1993.

A team of volunteers was here last year to give free medical treatment to the people especially the children and pregnant women. The common diseases here include malaria, fevers, skin diseases and intestinal worms. The doctors, led by Drs Janet Power and Mark Russell both from England are from the Voluntary Services Overseas (VSO).

Expectations of better access to education are however unmet, for most slum-dwellers rejected the nearby primary school, Masese Co-Education, saying it belonged to the Karimojong community living nearby.

Despite the circumstances and complexity, life goes on in Jinja’s Soweto slum. 

Health 
Abortion cases high in Gulu district - authorities (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Abortion_cases_high_in_Gulu_district_-_authorities.shtml 
The reported cases of miscarriages and abortions have reached alarming heights at Gulu referral hospital, authorities have said.

In just a space of five months, the hospital has registered a worrying figure of 165 abortions, according to Dr  Charles Engeye, the head Obstetrics and Gynaecology department.

Dr  Engeye attributes most of  the cases to untreated malaria  in  early pregnancies.         “We have thoroughly observed that it is malaria  that is causing about 80 percent  of the abortion /miscarriage cases we receive here but of course there other diseases like syphil that also contribute  to  this  phenomenon,”  he  said an interview  with Daily Monitor on  June 12.

“Abortions and miscarriages are regarded as   the same because they all at times cause disastrous effects,” he added.

A miscarriage or spontaneous abortion –as it is known in the medics’ circles is the impetuous loss of a foetus before the 20th week of pregnancy.  He said, the most affected females are those between 15- 30 years. 

Ministry  of   health statistics indicate that malaria claims 320 lives daily in Uganda.  Dr  Engeye said they receive between one to two abortion  cases daily.

He said, there were also an increase in unwanted pregnancies, in young school girls who tend to abort for fear of their parents and guardians.

“Unwanted pregnancies on the side of the school girls has also contributed to the increase in abortion, Many young girls’ fear their parents and guardians and they end up putting  their lives in danger, “  he added.

Ironically the region is among those that have opposed the sray of DDT as a measure to fight malaria. The govrnment embarked on the measure because it has eradicated malaria in some countries including  the US.
Low pay tempts health workers to steal – Mayor (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Low_pay_tempts_health_workers_to_steal_-_Mayor.shtml 

The mayor  for  Gulu Municipality, Mr Christopher Acire, has attributed the rampant theft of medical supplies and equipment  from  government  hospitals to low pay.

“How  do you expect a health worker to survive on a monthly  salary of Shs300,000 yet they have responsibilities like paying schools fees for their  children,” he wondered.

“So they steal the medical supplies and sell them to get more money,” Mr Acire said. 

   Mr Acire made the remarks while  addressing  medical students from West Nile at the Gulu school of Clinical  Officers  on  June 8.

He  said  despite  being  paid poorly, health workers have continued to do their  work  diligently.

Mr Acire urged medical students not to copy the bad practice  saying it contravenes their ethical code and taints  the image of the medical profession.  

Due to poor pay, many Ugandan medics have continued to leave the country  searching  for greener pasture overseas. On average, Uganda is losing at least 1,400 skilled professionals particularly doctors annually to the outside world.

Statistics indicate that the Uganda Ministry of Health headquarters alone lost 10 doctors to brain drain between 2002 and 2006. 

Overall, every year about 50 doctors seek a certificate of good standing from the Uganda Medical and Dental Practitioners’ Council, which is a prerequisite for medical doctors to practice abroad. 

According to WHO  records,  currently, at least 316 Ugandan doctors are working in developed countries. 

With a population of about 30 million, Uganda has only about 2,000 medical doctors registered with the Medical and Dental Practitioner’s Council.
Pay More Attention to Health Sector (New Vision – EDITORIAL)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/14/634003 

READING the 2008/09 Budget, the Minister of Finance, Dr. Ezra Suruma, clearly stated that the health system in Uganda continues to suffer from poor service delivery and inefficiency, including medicine stock-outs, poor attendance by health workers, corruption, and poor services. 

He was correct. The health sector needs to be improved from the inside out with strong leadership and a commitment to accountability. 

The increase of sh98b to the health sector in this year’s budget should be commended. But not a coin from this money was allocated to increasing the number of health workers in Uganda, improving their working conditions, or increasing their pay or incentives. 

More health sector funds must go to supporting human resources for health if the ailing health system is to be kept afloat. Who is going to deliver the additional sh60b worth of ARV drugs allocated in the budget if there are no health workers? 

While hosting the first Global Forum on Human Resources for Health about three months ago, promises and commitments to increase the welfare for health professionals were made. Unless resources are made available to meet these promises, there will be no progress towards improving the working conditions and terms of service for health professionals in order to build a quality public health sector. 

Uganda currently has only one-third of the health professionals needed to meet the World Health Organisation’s recommended minimum standards for basic primary care services. 

If Uganda continues to lose health professionals to better working conditions, higher paying sectors, or altogether abandoning the medical profession, it is the citizens who will suffer. There is no meaningful development that can take place without a healthy population. 

The ministries of finance and public service must work with the health ministry to increase the percentage allocated to human resources for health within the health budget. Ugandans’ lives and development depend on it.

Sabiny women shun hospitals (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Sabiny_women_shun_hospitals.shtml 

Ms Rose Chemangei is a 41 year-old-mother with eight children. On June 11, she walked 15km from Kwosi village to Kaproron Sub-county headquarters in Kapchorwa District to attend a sensitisation meeting on reproductive health. 

Among the issues discussed were the benefits of child spacing, the current health situation in the country including reproductive health issues within the community and how these can be addressed. Women were encouraged to seek maternity services at health facilities.

Although this kind of information, Ms Chemangei admits is crucial, she is more concerned about the attitude of health workers towards pregnant women who go to deliver in the health centres.

“We hear that when you are circumcised, the nurses and midwives will not attend to you and they will chase you away,’’ she said.

This, Ms Chemangei said explains why she gave birth to all her eight children from home-only with the help of a traditional birth attendant.

She said because she was circumcised, she feared to be humiliated by health workers. Ms Chemangei says she was circumcised in 1983 when she was 16 . 

Female genital mutilation (FGM) has long been practiced among the Sabiny tribe of Kapchorwa in eastern Uganda. 

The United Nations Population Fund has widely condemned the practice. UNFPA says FGM violates the rights of women and girls and exposes them to health- related problems. 

“The traditional birth attendants know how to take care of pregnancies up to the time of delivery and they are not rude to us,’’ Ms Chemangei said.

But a nurse at Kapronon health centre IV who preferred anonymity blamed mothers for the low deliveries in hospitals.

“The services are there but the women do not want to come for them. Even antenatal services are available but we have to convince them very hard to come for them,’ she said.

Indeed records at the e district health services office indicate a low turn out for maternity and other related services.

According to the District Health Officer, Dr Rogers Masaba, health indicators in the district are lower than the national average. 

“It’s a concern for all of us and because of the practice of female circumcision, young girls are getting married early and this explains the high number of teenage pregnancies in the district,’’ Dr Masaba said.

The fertility rate in the district for example is 7.4 per cent, way above the national average of 6.7 per cent. Yet with this high fertility rate is the higher maternal mortality rate which stands at an alarming 600 deaths per every 100,000 live births.

The national average maternal mortality rate is 435 deaths per every 100,000 live births.

“Can every family manage to keep all these number of children and send them to school? Yet having a big number of children comes with birth related deaths,’’ Dr Masaba said.

Deliveries at health facilities are also poor, with 13.3 per cent of women compared to the national average of 38 per cent giving birth under the watch of a professional health worker. 

At Tegeres Health Centre III for example, statistics on women delivering at the health centre between January and May are alarmingly low.  While in January no woman came to deliver in the health facility, in February and March only two deliveries each were registered while in April seven women came to deliver at the health centre. In May, only five deliveries were registered. 

With such poor health indicators, Dr Masaba said a lot of sensitisation is needed to encourage men and women to access health related services. “The situation remains bad and we are thinking of a way to avert it,’’ Dr Masaba said. 

Ray: "The government is only looking after straight people" (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=78782 

The arrest of three people protesting the lack of HIV/AIDS programming for men who have sex with men at the recent HIV/AIDS Implementers' Meeting in Kampala, capital of Uganda, has drawn criticism from HIV activists around the world. IRIN/PlusNews spoke to one activist about growing up gay and the need for HIV prevention messages targeting the gay community. 

"I was born into a Christian family living in the village. I really knew myself that I was gay when I was very young - four or five years old. 

"I used to think that maybe I had a problem - I was supposed to be attracted to ladies, but I was attracted to men. I shared this with my older brother, and he told me that one day I would be attracted to ladies. 

"After school I came to Kampala to look for a job, and while I was working and growing up the issue [of being attracted to men] was going on. One time I happened to meet someone in town who was also like me. We talked, we talked; I understood that I was not alone. I knew I was gay, but being gay in Uganda, it is not easy. It has to be quiet - we are hiding. 

"We wanted to do something about HIV. Many LGBT [lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people] are suffering from HIV. Some are sick, some have died. Government doesn't see us as people who should be looked after, so we wanted to make a campaign. 

"Two or three days before the [HIV Implementers'] conference started, we said, 'We need to organise ourselves' [to advocate prevention]. We need HIV prevention like any Ugandan. 

"My boyfriend was there and he demonstrated. I was so, so worried about it, [but] he said, 'If we keep quiet no one will talk on our behalf'. 

"Three [demonstrators] were caught and taken to the police. They spent two nights in jail, which was not easy because they were being abused. One person is transgender, so people were asking: 'Are you a man or a woman?', and people even touched there [the genital area] to see. Then the second day they were released on court bond. 

"We need services and programmes. In counselling and testing, the counsellors say, 'Have sex with a condom', but we need a lubricant also. We can't talk and say, 'I have sex with a man', so they can't give enough information about how gay men should protect themselves from HIV. 

"On [the packet of] condoms, it's a man and a woman; on signposts, it's a man and a woman. Some people are not educated - they see a man and a woman so they think if you are gay and having sex with a man then you cannot get HIV. 

"Homosexuals don't know that you need a certain [water-based] lubricant. People were using Blue Band [a brand of margarine], or Vaseline [a brand of petroleum jelly], and afterwards we learn that this destroys the condom. The [water-based] lubricant they have here is KY and it's very expensive; that's why people were resorting to Blue Band. 

"The government is only looking after straight people, but some gay people are married and have women, then they sleep with men. If you don't treat [a gay man] but you treat his wife, then you aren't doing work preventing HIV." 

Education

30 percent of teachers dodge lessons (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/634092 

BETWEEN 20% and 30% of teachers are absent from school at any given time, according to a just released report assessing primary education in Uganda. The high degree of absenteeism threatens to undermine the Universal Primary Education (UPE) programme, it warns. 

Teachers dodge classes because of delayed salaries, long distances and inadequate supervision, according to the 2007 State of Primary Education in Uganda, conducted by the Dutch Operations Evaluation Department. 

“Teacher absenteeism is an enormous problem. There are few reliable estimates but most figures range between 20% and 30%.” 

There are about 13,000 primary school teachers, meaning that some 4,000 are absent from school at any given time. 

Joseph Eilor, one of the authors of the report, said absenteeism was highest in northern and eastern and was more common in rural areas than in urban centres. 

“This is why some pupils decide not to go to school as they do not expect their teachers to be there,” he told a stakeholders meeting at the Imperial Royale Hotel on Friday. 

“We discovered that due to weak supervision, many teachers spend almost a whole term without reporting to school and they continue being paid.” 

The report says 58% of the head teachers interviewed said unjustified absence was a major problem. 

“Head teachers are frequently confronted with unjustified absence of teachers, which is significantly more than in any other country,” the study pointed out. 

The education ministry has created an inspectorate to improve supervision of schools. The report also expressed concern about the alarming low completion rates in UPE. Out of the 1.6 million pupils who joined Primary One in 2000, only 452,000 completed in 2006, it found. 

“Many children joined before they were six years old and this increases the repetition rate, which ultimately affects the completion rate,” Eilor said. 

The stakeholders said UPE had made enormous gains but warned that automatic promotion from one class to the next would affect the quality of primary education. 

The report also warns against corruption and misuse of UPE funds. “Some districts continue to divert UPE funds for other district activities. There is still existence of ghost teachers and pupils,” it said. 

In his budget speech last week, finance minister Ezra Suruma allocated sh900b to education for the next financial year, a 17% increase compared to this year. 

He promised the Government would improve the efficiency and quality of Universal Primary Education “by strengthening the Education Standards Agency to undertake the inspection function and remove wastage and misuse of resources.”
Global Food Crisis
Kuwait donates $100m for agriculture (New Vision)
http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/634078 
UGANDA is to benefit from $100m contribution by Kuwait to support food production and agri-businesses development, James Mugume the permanent secretary in the foreign affairs ministry has said. 

The fund, known as “Dignity Living,” was launched in April during the World Islamic Economic Forum held in Kuwait. Its aim is to address global food shortages. 

The Emir of Kuwait provided the money to promote agriculture in arable countries so that they could export to Middle East states. 

The world, including oil producing countries, is facing high commodity prices due to food shortages. 

Speaking yesterday at The New Vision head offices about the on-going OIC summit, Mugume said the funds aim at helping agricultural countries to increase production and exports. 

“This is part of the economic assistance programme in the category of least developed and landlocked countries with the potential to increase food production,” he said. 

The money will finance the building of infrastructure for the processing, storage and transportation of agricultural produce. It will also help agri-businesses meet export standards, Mugume explained. 

“People are cutting deals and signing partnerships and joint ventures. Investors tend to be shy but when they see two to three companies coming, they also join,” he said. 

“The fund will enable food producers to commercialise agriculture and produce more items for export.” 

He said the conference would also discuss economic issues related to tourism, trade and investment among member countries. The promotion of intra-OIC trade and development of infrastructure in Africa was also on the agenda, he added. 

Mugume was accompanied by the head of the ministry’s Africa and Middle East desk, Rosemary Semafumu. She explained that the business forum, preceding the conference, also discussed information and communication technology, funding for African development as well as social and cultural development. 

She described the business forum proceedings as the first platform in the OIC aiming at encouraging the private partnership. 

“Issues of promoting Halaal (food standards for Islam), encouraging food exports and taking common positions in bigger forums like the World Trade Organisation (WTO) are to be discussed,” she explained. 

Other issues include an attempt to establish a preferential tariff scheme and cooperation in the stock exchange markets. 

Semafumu said the forum was raising issues affecting ordinary people and expects bilateral trade agreements to be sealed at the end of the conference.

New high yield rice breed to cut rice importation (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/New_high_yield_rice_breed_to_cut_rice_importation.shtml 

In an initiative to improve food security and rice production, a new high yielding rice breed will soon be released for farmers in the country.

The efforts focusing on getting high-yielding varieties of rice to smallholder farmers will also see to improving soils and supporting new agricultural research.

The Alliance for Green Revolution in Africa (Agra) has announced that African rice breeders have made critical steps towards ensuring self-sufficiency and boosting African rice production.

“The successful development and release of stress-tolerant upland and lowland irrigated rice varieties has begun to significantly increase rice production in some countries including Uganda,” said Dr George Bigirwa, Agra’s programme officer in charge of seed production and dissemination. 

Dr Bigirwa said the successes and future efforts focus on breeding locally adapted varieties of “Nerica” rice, which is a resilient, high-yielding cross of an African and Asian rice species. 

The remarks were made during a media tour of the rice breeding farms after the inaugural meeting of the Rice Breeders Network, a consortium of eminent rice breeders, researchers, and seed companies from 10 countries in Africa.

Agra is a partnership-based organisation that works across sub-Saharan Africa to end rural poverty and hunger by increasing the productivity and sustainability of smallholder farming. 

Dr Bigirwa said, “Because farmers are still stuck with local breeds, we have crossed it with improved varieties to come up with a fast growing variety.” The process is called conventional breeding (use of existing crop varieties to develop improved ones).

He added that the improved rice variety has got two planting seasons of March and August to enable farmers get good yields. 

“African rice consumption exceeds production. Only 54 percent of Sub-Saharan Africa rice consumption is supplied locally,” said Ms Jane Ininda Agra Programme Officer for crop improvement and farm variety adoption.

Ms Ininda says that the new rice variety is resistant to common diseases, needs less spraying and that it does not shatter during drying. 

According to Ms Ininda, the advancements are largely a result of the funding from the Nairobi-based Agra, which also announced ambitious plans to support the development and release of new rice varieties in Mozambique, Kenya, Uganda, Mali, Nigeria and Malawi.

She added that the arrangements will ultimately boost local production, improve regional food security, and reduce Africa’s over-reliance on rice imports from Asia. 

Others countries to benefit are Benin, Ghana, South Africa and Tanzania. Ms Ininda said the demand for rice in sub-Saharan Africa doubles the rate of population growth and consumption is growing faster than that of any other major food staple.

Agra’s support of the Rice Breeders Network is part of a comprehensive approach that embraces everything from the development and distribution of high-quality seeds, to improving soil health and agricultural education, and developing markets and infrastructure for agriculture.

According to Ms Ininda, “The demand for rice in sub-Saharan Africa is double the rate of population growth and consumption is growing faster than that of any other major staple food.”

During 2001 to 2005, rice consumption grew in sub-Saharan Africa by 5.84 percent and between the same period the average per capita rice consumption was 18 kg per year.

Since then, rice farming in Uganda has grown from 4,000 tonnes farmers in 2004 to over 35,000 tonnes in 2007 and the acreage for rice growing areas has increased dramatically.

In addition, Uganda has reduced its rice importation from 60,000 metric tonnes in 2005 to 35,000 mega tonnes in 2007, saving Ugandans roughly $30m in the process, according to the Ugandan National Agricultural Research Organization (Naro).

However, the development of new varieties is only a first step. 

A second major challenge is multiplying large quantities of the new varieties and getting them to farmers. 

This requires that public breeding institutes work far more closely with small private seed companies, helping to build an African private seed sector that is responsive to the needs of small-holder farmers.

“The activities of companies like Fica, Naseco and Victoria Seeds, working with public breeders, have been a major part of the success story of the Nerica rice varieties in Uganda,” Ms Ininda said. Seed companies have seen annual sales grow from zero to 3,500 metric tones in the past six years.

“For the private seed sector to grow and effectively serve smallholder farmers, policymakers need to give these African start-ups the freedom to operate and to access publicly bred varieties without restriction. Farmers are already gaining access to high-yielding new varieties,” Dr Bigirwa said. 

Haji Abdu Wanonda, a resident of Kikoko Village in Busukuma sub county is one of the few beneficiaries of the new variety; four years since he started cultivating rice.

Haji Wanonda says that he joined the rice growing programme in a way of trying every new variety. “Because I am near Namulonge Research Station where I always go for advice, I decided to test the new rice seeds produced at every step on a nursery bed since 2003. I have developed slowly up to now on a 1.5 acre land,” says Haji Wanonda who cultivates in the village 3km away from the research institute. 

He says that with the help of experts from the institute, the harvest has since increased drastically whenever he gets new seeds.

“With this new rice breed, I harvest a total of 18 to 25 bags of rice since last year (2007) compared to the previous varieties. Even then, the requirements were more than for the current. From 2005 to 2006 I would harvest 8 to 13 bags from one acre after using 50kg of seeds plus fertilisers,” he says.

Haji Wanonda says, “I used to plant cassava but you cannot compare it with rice presently considering the time it takes and gains. Now my six children are in boarding schools because of increased income that comes in 110 days.

Mr Jimmy Lamo, a rice breeder at the National Crops Resources Research Institution (NaCRRI) – Namulonge in Wakiso District is optimistic that the new variety will reduce import of rice.

“The new variety will enable farmers yield 20 to 40 bags per acre compared to the old type where they have been getting 10 to 30 bags years back,” says Mr Lamo. 
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