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Juba Peace Process
Army denies rebel incursion into Uganda (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/634349 

THE army has refuted reports that the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels have entered Uganda and were in Kitgum and Pader districts. 

Media reports had indicated yesterday the rebels, moving in small groups of 50, had on Monday crossed into Kitgum, which borders Sudan. 

“It is not true, the rebels crossed the Nile into eastern Equatorial region of southern Sudan but not northern Uganda,” said the regional army spokesman, Capt. Ronald Kakurungu. 

Kitgum resident district commissioner Omony Ogaba said: “There are no rebels in Kitgum. We are closely monitoring the border and they have not crossed into Uganda.” 

The Sudan Peoples Liberation Army (SPLA) has been battling the rebels, who attacked and killed several civilian and SPLA soldiers in the past weeks. 

The UPDF spokesman in the West Nile region, Capt. Robert Kamara, said the rebels had been cited in southern Sudan areas of Kajo-Keji and Kaya, about 30 to 40 km from the Uganda border. 

Kamara said they are moving in small groups and “the main reason for them loitering around is trying to get their arms that had been hidden in these areas.” 

“Their intention is to infiltrate Uganda but we are on the ground, monitoring.” 

Gulu district chairman Norbert Mao said his office had not received any information of rebel infiltration. 

Meanwhile, the chief mediator, Riek Machar, has said the peace talks should be given another chance. 

In a 12-page report issued this week, Machar proposed that some elements of the agreements signed in Juba be implemented immediately, in good faith, pending signing of the final peace agreement. 

He added that the agreements provided important interventions, including social and economic provisions for the benefits of war-affected communities, “who deserve those benefits now.” 

US accuses LRA of abuses, calls for a quick peaceful solution (IRIN)
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=78804 

The United States has accused Ugandan Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels of committing various abuses against civilians including abductions in recent attacks in three African countries. 

"The United States condemns the recent LRA attacks on Sudanese Peoples' Liberation Army forces at Nabanga, Sudan, and elsewhere, as well as the LRA's abductions and other abuses of innocent civilians in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Central African Republic and Southern Sudan," said a statement issued on 18 June. 

In an apparent reference to recent threats by Uganda to resume military operations against the LRA, the statement added: "The United States continues to support a peaceful end to the 22-year-old conflict between the Lord's Resistance Army and the Government of Uganda. We call on LRA leader Joseph Kony to sign and adhere to the Final Peace Agreement (FPA) negotiated in talks that have now concluded in Juba, Sudan." 

The US also pledged its support in the implementation of the agreement in areas of reconciliation, reintegration and development in northern Uganda. "We will continue to support regional initiatives to protect the citizens of these countries," the statement added. 

Gun battles in Nimule 

This came amid reports of weekend gun battles between suspected Ugandan rebel fighters and south Sudanese forces in the border town of Nimule where one rebel was killed and three captured, according to the Ugandan military.
"A group of LRA rebels infiltrated the areas of Pagali [50km from the Ugandan border] in southern Sudan, abducted two people and later released one. They now seem to be heading to Kajo Keji and we suspect that they are heading back to the Democratic Republic of Congo," Captain Chris Magezi, acting Ugandan army spokesman, said. 

He said that although the military had remained on alert, it suspected that the rebels were moving towards these areas to unearth arms caches. 

"It is not the first time that they [the LRA] are making these movements. We suspect that they want to reach some arms in an attempt to replenish their supplies. But in the process they loot food and abduct people," Magezi said. 

Asked about reports of increased Ugandan army deployments along the border with Sudan, Magezi said there had been a precautionary build-up to block the rebels crossing back to northern Uganda.

Captain Ronald Kakurungu, the Uganda People's Defence Forces (UPDF) northern region spokesman, told IRIN: "If they attempt to cross over to Uganda, we shall hit them, but certainly I don’t think they will make that attempt because they know they will get a bloody nose," he said. The UPDF is the national army. 

LRA crimes 

Human rights groups have accused the LRA of forcefully recruiting child soldiers and forcing abducted female children to become sex slaves.
In April, LRA leader Joseph Kony refused to sign a final peace deal, brokered by Southern Sudan, saying he did not understand how it addressed the indictments imposed on him and other LRA leaders by the International Criminal Court (ICC). 

Along with four of his commanders Kony is charged by the ICC with carrying out abductions, killings, rape and conscription of Ugandan children as fighters among other war crimes. 

The LRA rebels had also been accused of abducting nearly 30,000 children in northern Uganda. The rebels were committing similar crimes in Sudan, Congo and the CAR, according to some humanitarian organisations. 

A recent report by the US-based Human Rights Watch said that since February the LRA had "carried out at least 100 abductions and perhaps more in the Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Southern Sudan”. 

On 5 June, the LRA attacked a southern Sudanese army outpost near the border with the DRC, killing at least 20 people, among them 14 members of the Sudanese People’s Liberation Army. The LRA rebellion had led to the deaths of thousands and displaced millions in northern Uganda. 

US Demands Uganda Rebels Sign Final Peace Deal (VOA)

http://www.voanews.com/english/Africa/2008-06-19-voa3.cfm 

The United States is demanding that the leader of the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels sign a final peace deal that would end more than two decades of a rebel insurgency in northern Uganda. The US government also accuses the rebels of committing various abuses against civilians, including abductions in recent attacks in three different African countries. This comes as President Yoweri Museveni's government recently threatened to resume military action after accusing the rebels of failing to live up to their promise of ending the military crisis in northern Uganda. The United States,  however, also pledged to provide support in implementing the agreement in areas of reconciliation, reintegration, and development in northern Uganda. LRA rebel chief negotiator David tells reporter Peter Clottey that the rebels need to time to sign a final peace deal.

"Yesterday, general Joseph Kony called me and gave me instructions, and he wanted me to tell the world that the LRA is prepared to discuss peace and to end this conflict in a peaceful manner. Joseph Kony is committed to the peace process. He told me yesterday to tell anybody who has gone to Uganda to use his name or to do things that he has not instructed to do not to do so, but wait until we sort out the matter with the chief mediator, Dr. Riek Marchar," Matsanga pointed out.

He said the rebel leader needs an explanation on certain aspects of the comprehensive peace agreement before finally appending his signature.

"General Joseph Kony needs clarification on two issues of the ICC (International Criminal Court), the ICC warrants, and how the court will interpret the ICC warrants in Uganda. That is the position. And he has asked very many people to explain, and that is why we have formed a new committee of five people from the dissolved former committee, which is here to prepare to make sure that we engage the chief mediator. We engage the Uganda government to tell them that the warrants are an obstacle to the peace process," he said.

Matsanga said the rebel leader would refuse to sign a final peace deal until the international arrest warrants against him and other rebel leaders are removed.

"General Joseph Kony cannot sign a peace agreement when he has warrants hanging on his head. He wants an explanation," Matsanga noted.

He said the rebel negotiating team tried to explain the situation of the warrants to the rebel commander.

"Yes, we have explained to him. As I speak now, you know very well at the time there was total confusion. But the LRA leadership is firmly behind my leadership to make sure that I negotiate properly to protect them (rebels). I have explained to Kony that this is an agreement that is a good agreement for the people of northern Uganda. But the obstacle that remains there is the ICC warrants," he said.

Matsanga said the Uganda government should take the initiative approach the UN Security Council to have the warrants removed ahead of the rebel leader's signing of a final peace agreement.

"We can use the United Nations Security Council resolution and chapter seven to go to the UN Security Council, which the government of Uganda should do as a referral state, to say the UN Security Council, please, the warrants are a threat. Can you remove them from us so that general Joseph Kony and others can come and sign and walk free and assemble and do things? But he has said he is not going to sign an agreement in Juba because he does not feel safe over there," Matsanga pointed out.

UN Security Council to discuss Uganda peace process (Sudan Tribune)

http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article27579 

The United Nations Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for rebel Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA)-affected areas and former President of Mozambique, Joaquim Chissano, is expected to brief the UN Security Council on June 20, 2008, in New York, on the status of the Uganda peace process, according to a statement published by UN sources.

According to the statement the meeting is likely to focus on the increasingly bleak prospects for the peace process between the Ugandan government and the LRA in the light of the failure of LRA leader Joseph Kony to sign the final peace agreement earlier this year. “There may be a review of possible options to revive the process,” the statement predicted.

The Juba peace process, by which a final accord was hoped to be signed by late March or early April, experienced a major setback with the refusal of Kony to sign the deal, insisting first on the removal of International Criminal Court (ICC) warrants against the LRA leadership.

After a series of delays, Kony sacked his chief negotiator and refused to show up for a much-publicized signing of the permanent truce scheduled for 10 April in Ri-Kwangba on the Sudan-Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) border.

In May the Ugandan government took steps to set up a Special Division of the Uganda High Court to try those accused of planning or carrying out war crimes and other attacks on civilians during the conflict.

The government highlighted this as an act of good faith to demonstrate its commitment to the peace process, at a time when Kony had refused to sign the final peace agreement, in an effort to build confidence among the LRA forces and encourage resumption of constructive engagement.

The Ugandan jurisdiction is preferred by the LRA to the ICC—although there is major uncertainty whether Kony would ever submit himself to the Ugandan High Court jurisdiction.

In early June, against the backdrop of reports that the LRA was re-arming and training for possible attacks, DRC, southern Sudan and Ugandan military officials held a series of meetings in Kampala to map out a strategy to curb LRA activity in the region, which seems to include military options.

At press time, it was unclear whether a new military offensive would materialize.

The key issue for the Security Council members is to get a clear sense of the current state of the peace process, including an assessment of whether it is retrievable. A related issue is consideration of how best to support the Juba peace process and prevent a relapse into conflict.

EUROPEAN SUPPORTS THE PEACE PROCESS TO CONTINUE

In a statement published by the ‘African Press Organization’ after a joint Council meeting between the European Union (EU) and the Great Lakes Region, which concluded on Monday, June 16, in Luxembourg, the ‘EU welcomes the facilitation efforts of the Special Envoy of the UN Secretary-General for LRA-affected areas, Joaquim Chissano, and of the vice-President of South Sudan, Riek Machar, and encourages them to continue’.

The Council, however, strongly deplores the fact that the LRA has not honoured its previously declared commitment to sign the Final Peace Agreement.

‘The EU condemns the recent abductions and demands that these and other serious breaches of international humanitarian and criminal law by the LRA come to an end. All abducted persons should immediately and unconditionally be released’ according to the statement.

The EU compliments the Government of Uganda on having constructively carried out the peace negotiations in Juba with the LRA. The Council encourages the Government of Uganda to honour the implementation of all applicable provisions of the agreements, in particular the Comprehensive Solutions and Accountability and Reconciliation, in order to stabilize the situation, ensure durable peace, respect international law and achieve full respect for human rights in Northern Uganda.

The Council welcomes the new High Court division to deal with serious war crimes, on the understanding, however, that its functioning will be in line with the provisions of the Rome Statute, establishing the ICC.

The Council reiterates that the EU will remain committed to supporting the peace process and fully upholding international law in full compliance with the mandate of the ICC. LRA clashes with SPLA in Nimule

According to Reuters news agency, forces of the Uganda’s Lord’s Resistance Army have clashed with south Sudanese forces for a second time this month, Uganda’s military said on Tuesday.

One guerrilla was killed and three captured on Sunday after LRA fighters raided the small town of Nimule, which lies on a major trade route between northern Uganda and the south Sudanese capital Juba, a Ugandan military spokesman said.

Officials from the southern Sudanese army (SPLA) could not immediately be reached for comment.

"About 30 rebels came to Nimule, abducted two people and looted food. On their way back they had a brief contact with the SPLA," said Captain Chris Magezi, the Ugandan spokesman. The battle will worry the authorities in Juba and Kampala because it broke out in an area that was once an LRA stronghold. The area had been relatively quiet since mid-2006 when the rebels moved deep into northeastern Congo’s lawless Garamba Forest after the Juba peace talks started.

PEACEFUL RESOLUTION IS A “CHEAPER’ OPTION

The Vice President of the Government of Southern Sudan and Chief Mediator of the Uganda Peace talks Dr. Riek Machar Teny said it is cheaper to persuade the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) leadership to sign the Final Peace Agreement than to go for military option against the rebels.

In a press conference held in his office on Monday, Machar told a group of national and international journalists that the Government of Southern Sudan will continue engagement with the LRA to persuade its leadership to sign and implement in full the Final Peace Agreement (FPA).

Machar distributed to journalists the final copy of the Final Peace Agreement ready to be signed by President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda and Joseph Kony of LRA together with a summary report he compiled as the Chief Mediator on the peace talks recommending the continuation of a peaceful path to end the 22 years of war in northern Uganda.

“We are caught up in this war… and lost over six thousand people before the Juba peace talks started on July 16, 2006,” he said, referring to the number of Southern Sudanese killed over the years by the LRA before the peace process began.

Machar said security situation improved in Northern Uganda and in Greater Equatoria in the last two years during the Juba peace talks.

When asked by journalists whether it was easier to destroy the LRA through military means, Machar replied that “it is cheaper… and easier to destroy the LRA through peaceful means than through military means.”

The 22-year war in Northern Uganda is rated to be among the longest running and brutal wars in Africa which resulted in displacement of nearly two million people and killed tens of thousands in the region.

The Juba peace process was seen as the best chance to end this war which has crossed into international borders, posing a security threat regionally. 
Uganda Peace Mediator Says Process Holds the Key for Resolving Conflict Despite Setbacks (VOA)

http://www.voanews.com/english/Africa/2008-06-17-voa10.cfm 

18 June 2008
The Chief mediator of the Uganda peace talks, South Sudan Vice President Riek Machar, says while the talks have been challenging to implement, they hold the key to bringing about a sustainable resolution to the long-runing Northern Ugandan conflict. In a report on the status of the peace process, Machar said since the departure of the LRA from Northern Uganda under the Juba peace process, the area has seen an improvement in security. 

 He said Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebel leader Joseph Kony's consecutive failures to appear for planned meetings has been a serious disappointment to many. But Mr. Machar said the priority now should be on getting the LRA to commit itself to full implementation of the agreement. 

Meanwhile, chief LRA peace negotiator David Matsanga told that the Ugandan army has mobilized to launch an attack on LRA positions. 

“The Ugandan government has declared that it wants to attack the Lord’s Resistance Army, which is a provocation of the cessation of hostilities agreement. General Joseph Kony has not left the designated area to go fight the Uganda People’s Defense Forces,” He said.

Matsanga said Kony has not returned to the peace talks because he wants guarantees from the African Union about the International Criminal Court’s indictments hanging over Kony and some of his top commanders.

“I want to tell the international community that last Friday I made an effort to go and brief the chairman of the African Union, President Jakaya Kikwete of Tanzania to provide him with full copies of the agreement that was signed in Juba. Doctor Riek Machar has done his part, but General Joseph Kony wants guarantees. And General Joseph Kony has said that now that negotiations are over, it can be signed somewhere in a place that will be chosen which is not necessarily Juba. Not because they don’t appreciate what the government of Southern Sudan has done, but they want to seek other alternatives because of the hostilities between LRA and SPLM (Sudan People’s Liberation Army) cannot allow them to sign an agreement in Sudan,” Matsanga said.

He said allegations by Ugandan army chief General Aronda Nyakairima that the LRA had crossed into Uganda in an attempt to retrieve their buried weapons. 

“That is a total lie. The troops of General Joseph Kony are in assembled area, although there was a skirmish where they were attacked and they defended themselves. And let me tell the world why the skirmishes took place is because the UPDF had an informer who had been there and informing on the LRA,” he said.

Matsanga denied allegations that LRA leader Kony has been moving the goal post so as not to sign the final agreement.

“General Joseph Kony is interested in signing the agreement. He only needs clarification. But at the moment, the relationship between General Joseph Kony and the chief mediator is not good. I have to be very frank to the world. They have not talked for some time, and that is very, very bad for any peace process,” Matsanga said.

He denied that Kony does not trust Machar or is looking for a new peace mediator.

“I did not say he does not trust him; he has no confidence in Dr. Riek Machar. But he says it is impossible to sign an agreement in Southern Sudan giving that the SPLA is fighting the LRA in an unprovoked attack,” Matsanga said. 

Karamoja

Two held over arms trafficking (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/634259 

TWO people have been arrested by the army for allegedly trying to buy bullets from soldiers in Bukwo and Moroto districts. The 3rd Division spokesman, Capt. Henry Obbo, said Daniel Lokoke, a Pokot warrior from Lokalis in Nakapiripirit district, fell into a trap laid by the military intelligence as he attempted to buy 50 bullets for sub-machine guns. 

He added that the army had intensified operations against arms traffickers in Karamoja sub-region. 

Lokoke’s colleague, a woman, whose identity Obbo declined to reveal for fear of jeopardising investigations, is suspected to be an arms trafficker in Rupa sub-county in Moroto. 

She was arrested as she approached soldiers to sell to her bullets. 

“Due to the ongoing disarmament exercise many warriors have run short of bullets for the few illegal guns still in their possession,” Obbo stated. 

Meanwhile, a mob lynched an unidentified man at Lojoru village in Iriiri sub-county, Moroto district. One suspect, only identified as Nokon, has been arrested over the murder. He was handed over to the Police as investigations continue. 

But soldiers rescued Tiyana Lokol of Nabilatuk sub-county in Nakapiripirit district from the mob that wanted to lynch him over suspected cattle rustling and rape. 

“He sustained serious injuries and is undergoing treatment in the army barracks,” Obbo stated, adding that Nabilatuk residents last year passed a resolution to punish anybody caught rustling or raping.
Health 
Blood shortage hits western region (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Blood_shortage_hits_western_region.shtml 

Hospitals in western Uganda have been hit by an acute shortage of blood which has also left two children dead in a health centre in Bundibugyo District. “Two children have died this week in Nyahuka Health Centre IV from anaemia and we were promised blood by Wednesday,” Dr Jennifer Myhre of Nyahuka Health Centre IV  told Daily Monitor in an e-mail last week.   

“We sent a person to receive it(blood) but he was told the “cooler” was missing, and was sent back empty-handed.” She said they had been transferred from Bundibugyo Hospital to the smaller Nyahuka Health Centre IV in futile search for blood for a transfusion.

She said a few phone calls revealed there was neither blood in the district nor in Fort Portal.  

“I was told that the supplies had run dry because of a lack of supply of small sterile plastic packages that the blood is stored in.”

Most hospitals in Uganda are facing blood shortage which is leading to the death of many people. 

According to the Fort Portal regional blood bank manager, Mr John Aliguma, the shortage is not something new. 

The blood bank which serves Kasese, Kabarole, Bundibugyo, Kyenjojo, Kibaale and Kamwenge districts however lacks enough blood. Mr Aliguma said on Monday that the shortage of blood has been going on for about a month. He however emphasised that the shortage did not mean that there was no blood at all. Mr Aliguma said since most of the blood is donated by students while at school, there was a shortage when students are home for holidays.

According to Dr Myhre, there is a high need for blood transfusion because of various ailments like malaria, sickle cell and malnutrition among others. While marking the World Blood Donor Day last week, the Director of the Blood Transfusion Services, Mr Peter Kaataha, said  Uganda needs at least 180,000 units of blood per year to cater for the increasing demand in hospitals.

Uganda’s blood collection has increased over the years from 7,000 units of blood in 1989, to the current  150,000 but the country still experiences a shortfall of 30,000 units annually.

Of the 150,000 units collected annually, over 25 per cent is given to pregnant women or those with child birth related complications like over bleeding while the 50 per cent is given to children who become anaemic because of malaria and other illnesses. The rest of the blood is used on accident victims, and patients who undergo surgery.
Immunisation helps Uganda kill meningitis (Weekly Observer)

http://www.ugandaobserver.com/new/easy/health/hth200805011.php 

A successful immunisation programme has virtually eliminated the fatal hib meningitis disease from Uganda, preventing deaths of an estimated 5,000 children under the age of five each year. 

The programme has also prevented nearly 30,000 cases of severe hib disease, according to a recent World Health Organisation bulletin.

This follows a Hib Meningitis vaccination campaign sponsored by the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation (GAVI) in which 16.5 million doses of vaccines were employed to protect children.

In a rare good story about the use of GAVI funds in Uganda, the WHO reports that vaccine use from 2001 to 2006 reduced the disease incidence in Ugandan children to nearly zero.

Dr. Fiona Braka-Makmot, the WHO Immunization Focal Point expert, explains that the Hib Meningitis disease (Haemophilus influenzae type b) can be treated through the use of antibiotics, but that vaccination has proved more cost effective in preventing the disease.

She explains that children were initially immunized with the DPT vaccine, to prevent Diphtheria, Pertussis (whooping cough), and Tetanus. 

Later, the vaccine manufacturers added Hepatitis-B and Hib vaccines, and then delivered it as a 5-in-1 vaccine, of which 16.5 million doses were given to Uganda as of December 2006. The drug is now known in medical circles as the Hib conjugate vaccine, first licensed in 1991 and introduced to Uganda in 2002.

Dr. Braka-Makmot emphasizes that “parents and caregivers must ensure that children get this vaccine in its recommended three doses at 6 weeks, 10 weeks and then at 14 weeks, to obtain effective protection.”

According to the World Health Organisation, the disease is particularly serious since 3-20% of the children who get it die, while 30-40 per cent of those who survive get permanent neurological damage including, blindness, deafness and mental retardation.

Dr. Adeodata Kekitiinwa, a paediatrician at Mulago Referral Hospital, says “the introduction of Hib vaccine has completely changed the epidemiology of bacterial meningitis in Uganda, with the elimination of meningitis due to Hib as a public health problem.” 

The Hib Meningitis is linked to several other illnesses with long-term effects such as deafness, paralysis, mental retardation and learning disabilities; therefore eradicating it protects children against these other diseases. 

Dr. Kekitinwa says that for every case of Hib there are 5 to 10 others with Hib-related pneumonia, which are also preventable by vaccination.

Other severe Hib diseases include pneumonia, epiglottitis (inflammation of the back of the throat), cellulitis (inflammation of tissue), arthritis, and pericarditis (inflammation of the heart lining).

The breakthrough in Uganda follows similar results in Bangladesh, Kenya, Chile, and the Gambia, as well as Britain and the United States. In all cases, the use of Hib vaccine was shown to cut the incidence of other diseases by 88 percent or more in 3 to 5 years.

In Uganda, Dr. Braka-Makmot notes that after the introduction of the vaccine, the incidence of hib-related meningitis dropped by 85 per cent between 2001 and 2005 before it finally reached nearly zero per cent by 2006.

Hib Meningitis causes an inflammation of the lining of the brain and spinal cord, and it has the same symptoms as other kinds of bacterial meningitis. In the early stages, a person with hib meningitis usually feels unwell, with fever, headache and decreased alertness. As the disease gets worse, often over several days, children develop a stiff neck. 

In some cases babies and young children may refuse to feed, become irritable with a high-pitched or moaning cry, especially when you pick them up.

People with Hib meningitis do not normally get a rash. A rash is typical of meningococcal infection, which is the most frequent cause of meningitis, and usually occurs together with septicaemia (blood-poisoning) in older people.

Only a small fraction of the people who acquire Hib bacteria fall ill with the disease and the reasons for this are not entirely understood. People with a deficient immune system are at higher risk. 

The Hib bacterium, which causes the disease, is found only in humans, and lives temporarily in the back of the nose and throat. According to Dr. Braka Makmot, it is airborne and can be picked up from respiratory droplets or by direct contact with secretions from the throat of someone carrying the bacteria. Otherwise the Hib bacteria are too fragile to live outside the human body. 

Nowadays in the industrialised world, at least 95% of people with Hib meningitis recover, but it can be fatal and as many as one survivor in eight may be left with long-term neurological problems such as deafness, brain damage, problems with co-ordination and epilepsy. Studies from the US have also found neurological problems in as many as 45% of survivors.

According to Dr. Braka-Makmot, surveillance of the disease continues despite the success achieved with vaccination. 

She says: “We want to make sure that it does not re-emerge since chances are high if vaccination is not sustained. We are also monitoring the specific causative organisms and serotypes of meningitis cases in a bid to prevent it at all the surveillance sites that we have established in Uganda.” 

The surveillance is underway at the four major referral hospitals in the country; Mulago, Mbarara, Lira and Mbale.

Though developed countries have largely eliminated the disease, Hib vaccines have not been distributed quickly enough in poorer parts of the world because of financial and logistical problems, as well as limited awareness of the disease. But through GAVI support, Uganda is getting the vaccine, worth $3.6 per dose for the targeted 1.3 million children each year.
Nnaabagereka calls for universal HIV testing, counseling (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Nnaabagereka_calls_for_HIV_testing_counseling.shtml 
The Nnaabagereka of Buganda, Lady Sylvia Nagginda, has called for universal HIV/Aids counseling and testing to enable the country check the escalating new infections.

Lady Nagginda said people’s ignorance about their HIV status was greatly contributing to the increasing cases of new infections. “I was told that about 80 percent of Ugandans don’t know their HIV status,” the Nnaabagereka said while touring Mildmay Centre last Thursday. “This is dangerous to our nation.” 

In 2005, about 132,000 infections occurred in Uganda. An estimated 25,000 children in Uganda are born with HIV annually. Results from the 2005 Uganda HIV/Aids Sero-Behavioural Survey (UHSBS) show that 79 per cent of HIV-positive Ugandans do not know their HIV sero-status .

Some of the contributing factors include stigma, poverty, insecurity, limited access to counseling and testing services and lack of information. This is more common in rural areas and special groups such as, the poor, IDPs, uniformed services, prisoners and hard-to-reach populations like fishermen.

There are currently 1.1 million people living with HIV /Aids of whom 110,000 are children. Mildmay Uganda is an HIV/Aids treatment and training centre supporting over 100,000 people living with HIV/Aids of whom 28 per cent are children below 18.

She said Ugandans should take advantage of routine HIV counseling and testing services being provided by the government and the private sector if they are to get rid of the scourge.

Global health meeting opens in Kampala (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Global_health_meeting_opens_in_Kampala.shtml 
The Reproductive Health in Emergencies conference opened  yesterday  with a call for increased access to reproductive health care by refugees and internally displaced people in conflict areas. 

The Deputy Speaker of Parliament, Ms Rebecca Kadaga,  who opened the conference said  many refugees and IDPs who are usually  the  victims  of  sexual  violence are being left to cope on their own yet their lives have been eroded.

“This is not a normal situation. There is need to facilitate such unfortunate people so that they can be able to stay in hospital to undergo rehabilitation,” said Ms Kadaga at the Speke Resort Munyonyo at the start of the three day conference. Participants include humanitarian workers and reproductive health experts from conflict ridden  areas in and outside Africa. 

Ms Kadaga said the government should put in place measures such as institutionalising post traumatic care for women and young girls who have suffered sexual violence during conflicts.

There are more than 12 million refugees and 24 million IDPs around the world who do not have access to sexual and reproductive health services. In Uganda, the 20 year-old war in northern Uganda has left more than 1.7 million people internally displaces and vulnerable.

She said that reproductive health care qualifies as a basic need that should be provided like others such as water during such times. “Particular attention has to be paid to adolescents and more particularly the girls. In conflicts, many things happen to women. The need of women should not be buried in the basics,” she said. 

Ms Kadaga argued that it was incumbent on the government to address the reproductive health  needs  of  women.

PWDs want mental health law revised (Weekly Observer)

http://www.ugandaobserver.com/new/easy/health/hth200805012.php 

People with disabilities want the law on treatment of people with mental illnesses revised to make it more humane and considerate. 

PWD MP Alex Ndeezi told journalists at a recent consultative workshop at Exotic Inn in Bwaise where the amendments were discussed that the current Mental Treatment Act (MTA) looks at the ailment as a disgrace not a sickness.

Ndeezi said more consultative workshops will be carried out countrywide seeking the views of PWDS on what they would want to be included in the new law.

The workshop was attended by, among others, PWD MPs Hood Katuramu, Hajat Safia Nalule and Nokrach Wilson William. Others were PWD leaders from Kiboga, Kalangala, Nakasongola, Kampala, Mubende, Rakai and Nakaseke districts. 

Julius Kayiira, the Director of Mental Health Uganda, an advocacy group fighting for the rights of mental patients, presented proposed amendments to the MTA, enacted in 1938 and last reviewed in 1964.

He said the language in the new law shouldn’t be derogatory and stigmatising as it is today.

The current law, he says, refers to treatment centres as detentions and a mentally sick person’s stay in hospital as a “detention” or “caging”, meaning that the patients are prisoners.

The amendments also seek to refer to persons with mental illnesses as patients not “criminal lunatics.”

The act defines a mentally sick person as anyone with unsound mind who is, “an idiot or a person who is suffering form mental derangement.”

They want the new law to make the process of committing and treating persons with mental illnesses consultative, involving the immediate family of the individual in question and the person; and to make the process less lengthy.

They also want psychiatric services to be incorporated in the treatment.

PWDs want the new law to be tough on people who fake medical receipts to depict people as mentally sick to make them lose jobs, saying the vice is on the rise. They also want the new law to address causes of mental illness, like drug and alcohol abuse and wars, as opposed to the current law that emphasises cure. They also want it to protect people with mental problems, saying that the current law only protects the public from what it calls “dangerous people”. They point out that mentally sick persons are prone to provocation, mob justice and abuses from the public.

In fact, Kayiira pointed at the instance when a mob killed a woman they suspected to be a ghost!

Alice Nanyonga, a PWD leader from Nakaseke, says the new law should make it compulsory for parents to look after their mentally sick children. Besides changes in the mental law, PWDS also call for implementation of the PWD Act 2006. 

Since President Museveni assented to the statute on May 24, 2006, they say, most of its provisions have remained unimplemented.

These include popularisation of the sign language for all, and incorporation of PWDs in developmental activities, as well as ending discrimination on the basis of disability. 

Global Food Crisis
Food Crisis an Opportunity to Rethink Policy (IPS)
http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=42850 

Southern governments have stressed the need for developing countries to use the food crisis as an opportunity to rethink development strategies and to put in place policies that support agricultural development.

The new push came at a high-level dialogue on food and energy security that was organised jointly Tuesday by the government of Indonesia and the South Centre, an intergovernmental body of Southern governments. 

"We want to be able to understand the real causes of the food crisis," executive director of the South Centre Yash Tandon said. "There are multiple causes, but some are more fundamental and structural than others, and we need to identify these." 

He went on to note that with every crisis, there is an opportunity. "In the 1980s and 1990s, we had a similar food crisis. We had food riots in Eastern and Western Africa. We used to call them IMF (International Monetary Fund) food riots. But we lost the opportunity to address the causes of the food crisis at the structural level. We handed the solutions to the very structures that in my view caused those crises. We have to understand this crisis properly and take this challenge in our own hands." 

These ideas were supported by the acting deputy secretary-general of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), Lakshmi Puri. 

"We have been talking about this as a wake-up call," said Puri. "This is a wake-up call in the area of development and development strategies. The South has to wake up to certain realities and mistakes it has made...It is a wake-up call for regional action. And it is time for a rethink of global strategies. The whole theology of food self-sufficiency and food security being served through imports or not, versus local production -- this whole thing needs to be revisited." 

Puri said that many have laid the blame for tight food supplies and hence higher prices on India and China's increased food consumption. 

"Many times, it is said that India and China's demand is going up and that is why we have a crisis. Demand going up is a success of development and is a positive thing to be welcomed. What has failed is the supply side for a number of reasons. 

"The agricultural supply capacity of many developing countries has been suffering from distorted incentives and insufficient support from both domestic and international policy makers. This development failure lies at the heart of the crisis, and we must urgently reverse this trend if we are to avoid a repeat of the crisis." 

Oxfam International's representative Teresa Cavero noted that the underlying cause of the price crisis "did not fall from heaven, but was due to decades of wrong policies. Developing countries have been forced to let agriculture fall apart. Through structural adjustment policies, countries have dismantled the role of the state and its capacity to intervene. In many countries the private sector did not occupy the space left by the state." 

Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) representative Josef Schmidhuber said that due to the overlap between the food and biofuels markets, "food prices will remain high as long as energy prices are high. Higher food production is not an antidote to higher food prices in the long run. Even if we try to address the problem (of high prices) through higher production, we will not succeed because the energy market will siphon off the production." 

Nevertheless, he noted that the current situation is "the best opportunity to have a renaissance of global agriculture." 

Schmidhuber also said that "whilst the majority of our countries are net sufferers, the hardest hit are countries that are net importers of both food and fuel. Many Least Developed Countries (LDCs) fall into this rubric." The 49 Least Developed Countries, according to United Nations classification, are those with a per capita income of less than 750 dollars per annum. 

But the Geneva dialogue revealed that there is no consensus on solutions to the food crisis amongst governments, international institutions and civil society. 

Cuban representative Juan Antonio Fernández registered his deep disappointment with the outcome of the FAO High Level Conference on World Food Security in Rome earlier this month. 

"The outcome in Rome was not the best. The short-term solutions offered by the most powerful will not resolve the hunger of people." Fernández later told IPS that "you cannot find any human rights perspective in the declaration. This had been proposed by Cuba. Just the recognition of the right to food as a fundamental human right was rejected. The target was so low. We made a reservation on the Declaration, together with Argentina, Nicaragua, Bolivia, Ecuador and Venezuela." 

Oxfam's Cavero said "we disagree that concluding the Doha Round is a solution to the food crisis. Trade rules are long-term and are largely irreversible. Any agreement is likely to undermine rather than strengthen developing countries' food system." 

Yash Tandon noted the different strategies of participants. "Broadly speaking, two views came out of the dialogue. One view started with the rise in global prices as offering an opportunity for investments in agriculture, including, for example, the suggestion of a Green Revolution for Africa. The Green Revolution, however, has had a controversial history, and in the past has placed food production in the hands of corporations and suppliers of hybrid seeds and fertilizers, etc. 

"The other view started with the idea of prices that must be guaranteed to the small peasants who constitute the bulk of the population in many developing countries. The two views lead to different strategies." He said that he preferred the small-farmer rather than the corporate-oriented strategy as the response to the present food crisis. 
African Agriculture Uprooted by Economic Policies (IPS - OPINION)

http://www.ipsnews.net/africa/nota.asp?idnews=42872 

Shawn Hattingh

People across Africa have taken to the streets in recent months to demand that their most basic need be met: access to food. The various states in which these protests have taken place, however, have reacted swiftly and brutally.

They have deployed security forces armed with shields, batons, tear gas, rifles and even machine guns against the protesters. The result has been that hundreds of people have been killed. 

The reason why millions of people are struggling to afford food is because of the huge disparities and inequalities that have been exacerbated by the current economic system. Over the last 30 years almost all states across Africa have adopted neo-liberal economic policies. 

These policies have favoured giant corporations’ interests over those of the people and have enabled a handful of companies to gain a virtual monopoly over the human food chain. 

Prior to the advent of neo-liberalism in the 1980s, many African governments, such as Tanzania, assisted small-scale farmers within their borders. This was done through providing these farmers with various forms of subsidies including research, transport, and processing services. 

In the first few years of independence in Zimbabwe, the government even subsidised the seeds, compost and equipment that small-scale farmers needed. Across Africa, states also applied high import tariffs on staple foods such as maize, rice, and grain. The aim of this was to protect small-scale and medium-sized farmers from cheap imports and dumping. A number of states also played an active role during this period in assisting small-scale farmers in establishing co-operatives. 

The result was that between 1950 and 1980, small-scale and medium-sized farmers provided for most of the food needs of Africa. Indeed, until the end of the 1970s, Africa was a net exporter of food. This situation was turned on its head in the decade that followed. 

In the early 1980s, the United States, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank used the debt stranglehold that they had over many African states to force them to adopt neo-liberal economic policies through Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAP). This saw most African governments being forced to sell off their public assets to multinational companies; allow foreign companies to move money in and out of their borders; end food subsidies; create export processing zones; smash workers’ rights; dismantle environmental laws and implement wage freezes. 

Under SAPs, almost all African governments were also forced to reduce their import tariffs on agricultural goods; thereby creating new export markets for multinational companies. Linked to this, African states were required to dramatically reduce the subsidies that they offered to small-scale farmers, who were producing for domestic needs. 

Of course, the U.S. and European countries continued to subsidise their own farmers, mostly agribusiness corporations. The U.S. and European countries also maintained high tariffs on selected agricultural products – those that their farmers were producing. 

The result was that by the mid 1980s, small-scale farmers all over Africa were losing an unfair competition with subsidised agricultural products flooding into their countries from the U.S. and Europe. 

Although the IMF, US and World Bank demanded that African states end any form of assistance to small-scale farmers, they encouraged these same states to continue assisting agricultural corporations and large-scale farmers producing for export. 

From Ghana to Kenya, states were encouraged to grow certain export crops that were needed or desired in Europe and the U.S. For instance, Kenya was instructed to focus on growing flowers for export to Europe; while Ghana was told to focus on producing cocoa for export to the U.S. Through this, these states -- along with the IMF, World Bank and the multinational companies involved in these industries -- prioritised these export commodities over growing food for the people in these countries. 

American and European companies have also used the 'free' trade regime to swoop into different countries in Africa to take over entire markets or set up export operations. For instance, Parmalat used neo-liberal policies in South Africa to enter into the country on a massive scale in the 1990s through buying existing local dairy companies like Towerkop and Bonnita. 

Initially, they subsidised their ventures in South Africa through their international operations. This allowed them to start a price war, which eventually drove many of their smaller competitors out of business. Through this, they gained a virtual monopoly over the dairy industry in South Africa. 

With the advent of free trade and the slashing of import tariffs in Africa, subsidised agricultural products exported by corporations from the US and EU flooded into African countries. Most small-scale farmers, who no longer received subsidies under the SAPs, could not compete with the price of these imports. 

For instance, when tariffs were lowered in southern Africa and West Africa, corporations in the EU took advantage and flooded these regions with beef exports. The result was that thousands of cattle raisers were ruined. In fact, millions of small-scale farmers and farm workers in Africa have been forced off the land. The result has been that most countries in Africa are no longer able meet their own food needs. In fact, Africa imports 25 percent of its food from the US and EU -- which of course benefits multinational companies. 

It is this dire situation that has driven people across Africa to take action through protest to gain access to food. Africa's poor are rising up and demanding their right to food and the dignity that accompanies it. 

This struggle, however, is not new. International movements such as La Via Campesina -- to which many rural movements in Africa are affiliated -- have been fighting for the right to food for decades. The idea behind the struggles linked to La Via Campesina has been to prioritise local production to meet needs locally outside of the global corporate controlled economy. 

Indeed, the power of corporations to control the food chain needs to be broken, and only the people can do that. Only the people through their own actions can create a world of freedom, democracy, dignity and equality -- a world where people don't starve simply because they don't have money.
Shawn Hattingh is a researcher-educator with the Cape-Town based International Labour Research and Information Group
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