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Juba Peace Process
DR Congo troops prepare to move in on Ugandan rebels (Xinhua)

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-06/19/content_8401146.htm 

The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) will very soon launch a new operation to track down and expel elements of the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA), a Ugandan rebel group, from the east of the country, according to official sources.

Addressing reporters Wednesday in Kisangani in the northeastern Orientale province, Gen. Kifua, who is the commander of the ninth DRC Military Region, said plans were at an advanced stage to start hunting down the LRA rebels and dislodge them from the DRC territory.

During the press briefing, Gen. Kifua, whose statement was also widely published in local media, was quoted as saying that "the forthcoming operation would be conducted by the DRC army in collaboration with the Ugandan and Sudanese authorities."

"A team to plan and coordinate the long-awaited operation has already been set up in Kisangani to serve as the nerve-center for exchanging information with the Ugandan and Sudanese authorities," said the general, adding that the operation which is expected to improve the security situation in the region was long overdue.

Based in the Garamba National Park which is located on the common border with Sudan, the LRA rebels have been implicated in conducting massacres against animals in this world heritage site and their activities have also led to the displacement of over 5,000 people in the province, according to official sources.

The LRA, which has been waging a guerilla war against the Ugandan government of President Yoweri Museveni, is particularly active in the areas of Kukudu, Nakale and Walibi in the Dungu, Haut Uele district in the restive Orientale province.

The activities of the rebels, similar to those of the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda, have on numerous occasions forced Ugandan troops to launch raids in an attempt to prevent them from launching attacks against civilian populations in the northern parts of Uganda.

Over the last few months, the rebels who recently broke down negotiations with the Ugandan government, have been implicated in a series of attacks across the sub-region.

They were also notably implicated in a devastating attack against civilians in the Central African Republic and another one targeted at a southern Sudanese soldier camp near the border with the DRC.

Their unrelenting activities have forced governments across the Great Lakes region and parts of the Horn of Africa to come together to launch what has been described as the "final operation" against them.

However, both military and political analysts have pointed out that the success of such an undertaking is very doubtful owing to the fact that the group primarily employs guerilla tactics, launching attacks when least expected. Its bases are located in remote areas where conventional troops will have difficulties to access.
Confusion creeps in LRA ranks (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Confusion_creeps_in_LRA_ranks.shtml 

Confusion has crept into the ranks  of  rebel Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) camp, with two groups now claiming to be the  bonafide representatives of rebel  leader, Joseph Kony.

Former LRA peace delegation leader David Nyekorach Matsanga in a statement circulated to the government, diplomatic missions and the United Nations yesterday claimed he had been re- appointed by Kony effective June 5 to lead a six-member peace team. 

“He (Kony) further  warned Dr James Obita and his group of money hungry diggers to desist from using his name in Uganda,” Mr  Matsanga quoted Kony  as having told him in a telephone interview on Tuesday. Mr Matsanga was sacked by  Kony  on  April 10.

But  Dr Obita, hitherto, the known  LRA delegation head, who is in Kampala largely to urge President Yoweri Museveni  to stay military action against the rebels, told Daily Monitor  that Kony has not revoked  his mandate to represent him in the negotiations.

“When Matsanga left, Gen. Kony  called me to say  I  lead the team till todate. Kony has not said anything to the contrary,  otherwise why should I be in Kampala,” Dr Obita said in an interview.“ This is the last time am talking about Matsanga,” Dr  Obita  said.
US Demands Uganda Rebels Sign Final Peace Deal (VOA)

http://voanews.com/english/Africa/2008-06-19-voa3.cfm 

The United States is demanding that the leader of the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels sign a final peace deal that would end more than two decades of a rebel insurgency in northern Uganda. The US government also accuses the rebels of committing various abuses against civilians, including abductions in recent attacks in three different African countries. This comes as President Yoweri Museveni's government recently threatened to resume military action after accusing the rebels of failing to live up to their promise of ending the military crisis in northern Uganda. 

The United States, however, also pledged to provide support in implementing the agreement in areas of reconciliation, reintegration, and development in northern Uganda. LRA rebel chief negotiator David tells reporter Peter Clottey that the rebels need to time to sign a final peace deal.

"Yesterday, general Joseph Kony called me and gave me instructions, and he wanted me to tell the world that the LRA is prepared to discuss peace and to end this conflict in a peaceful manner. Joseph Kony is committed to the peace process. He told me yesterday to tell anybody who has gone to Uganda to use his name or to do things that he has not instructed to do not to do so, but wait until we sort out the matter with the chief mediator, Dr. Riek Marchar," Matsanga pointed out.

He said the rebel leader needs an explanation on certain aspects of the comprehensive peace agreement before finally appending his signature.

"General Joseph Kony needs clarification on two issues of the ICC (International Criminal Court), the ICC warrants, and how the court will interpret the ICC warrants in Uganda. That is the position. And he has asked very many people to explain, and that is why we have formed a new committee of five people from the dissolved former committee, which is here to prepare to make sure that we engage the chief mediator. We engage the Uganda government to tell them that the warrants are an obstacle to the peace process," he said.

Matsanga said the rebel leader would refuse to sign a final peace deal until the international arrest warrants against him and other rebel leaders are removed.

"General Joseph Kony cannot sign a peace agreement when he has warrants hanging on his head. He wants an explanation," Matsanga noted.

He said the rebel negotiating team tried to explain the situation of the warrants to the rebel commander.

"Yes, we have explained to him. As I speak now, you know very well at the time there was total confusion. But the LRA leadership is firmly behind my leadership to make sure that I negotiate properly to protect them (rebels). I have explained to Kony that this is an agreement that is a good agreement for the people of northern Uganda. But the obstacle that remains there is the ICC warrants," he said.

Matsanga said the Uganda government should take the initiative approach the UN Security Council to have the warrants removed ahead of the rebel leader's signing of a final peace agreement.

"We can use the United Nations Security Council resolution and chapter seven to go to the UN Security Council, which the government of Uganda should do as a referral state, to say the UN Security Council, please, the warrants are a threat. Can you remove them from us so that general Joseph Kony and others can come and sign and walk free and assemble and do things? But he has said he is not going to sign an agreement in Juba because he does not feel safe over there," Matsanga pointed out. 

Northern Uganda

Shoot thieves of donor cash – Nsibambi (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/634589 

THE implementers of Government programmes who steal donor funds should be shot and their bodies thrown into Lake Victoria, Prime Minister Prof Apolo Nsibambi’s said yesterday in Gulu. 

“Nobody should frustrate the efforts of our potential development partners who generously donate huge sums of money to help us develop our country.” 

The premier, whose remarks amused the audience, was opening a three-day conference on education for leaders from the north and northeastern Uganda. 

The meeting, under the Government’s Peace, Recovery and Development Programme (PRDP) is being held at St. Monica Girls’ Tailoring and Vocational Centre in Gulu town. 

“So, I warn all of you gathered here to stop frustrating potential donors. 

“They bring development, create jobs for us and work towards eradicating poverty, especially in war-ravaged parts of the country like the north and parts of the east,” Nsibambi pointed out. 

He added that proper use of donor funds would attract more funding. 

Development partners should be hailed for their contribution to Uganda’s national budget in supporting the implementation of the recovery programme whose total budget is $606m (sh951b), Nsibambi observed. 

“The Government will endeavor to meet its 30% contribution of the required sum.” 

The programme, he noted, targets all the key social sectors of which education was a key component. 

“Our main focus now should be to restore total security in the regions then other interventions will follow.” 

The northern region has been afflicted by the LRA war for over 20 years, leaving thousands of residents dead or maimed and millions displaced 

The Gulu LC5 chairman, Norbert Mao, who chairs the Uganda Local Government Association in the north, decried the depth to which education standards in the region had fallen, especially in Acholi. 

Nsibambi said the gross school enrollment ratios for the entire north had declined from 141% in 2000 to 134% in 2006.
100 girls defiled in Pader district (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/634529 

A TOTAL of 117 girls were defiled in Pader district between February and May the Central Police Station gender officer, Lucy Amito, has said. 

Amito added that 405 assault cases were reported during the same period, most victims being females. 

She told a recent workshop for councillors that the figures indicated that gender-based violence was high against women in the district. 

The violence, Amito said, was mainly caused by poverty over consumption of alcohol. 

She asked the councillors to mobilise and sensitise the communities against gender violence.
Plant trees, MP to IDPs (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/634530 
GULU - The district Woman MP, Betty Aol Ocan, has urged people returning from camps to plant trees. Launching a tree-planting project on Monday in Koro sub-county, Ocan said the exercise would check on desertification. “We are witnessing changes in our weather due to deforestation, which must be reversed by planting more trees and cutting few.” She distributed tree seedlings to 300 members of the Grassroots Women Association for Development.
400 trained in rights (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/634530 

GULU - Human Rights Focus, an NGO, has recruited and trained 480 rights volunteers in all the parishes in the Acholi sub-region. Goretti Okello Odoki, the deputy director, said 124 volunteers were recruited in Gulu and Amuru districts, 185 in Kitgum and 150 in Pader. “We shall give them bicycles to enable them sensitise their communities on human rights.” The project is funded by the Foundation for Human Rights, a Swedish NGO and the Royal Embassy in Kampala.

Health 
Abused women still sick 22 years after Luweero war (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Abused_women_still_sick_22_years_after_Luweero_war.shtml 
Women, who suffered sexual violence in the Luweero Triangle during the civil war of 1981-1986 that overthrew the Obote II government, are still experiencing psychological and physical health trauma, 22 years after the conflict.

This is according to a study carried out jointly by the Coventry University of the UK and the Luweero Women’s Development Association between 1998 and 2008. 

It [study] found that “women’s experiences of sexual violence and torture caused serious damage to their [women’s] reproductive and gynaecological health.” According to the study, “64 per cent women had sexually transmitted diseases causing severe abdominal and back pain. 

Women had extensive damage to their reproductive systems including miscarriages, infertility, difficulty walking, pain in their fallopian tubes, cancers of the uterus and cervix, fistulas, causing leaking of urine and faeces, swellings in their private parts, difficult pregnancies and several other reproductive complications.”

One of the women who were interviewed in Kamuli Parish, Luweero District said: “The effect of the aggressive rapes left me with constant chest, back and abdominal pain. I get some treatment but still, from time to time it starts all over again. It is terrible.”

Another woman from Kasana said: “During the war army men tried to force my father to sleep with me but he refused. They tied my father up with ropes and put a pistol to his head and made him lie down on me…”

Due to their experiences of sexual violence, several women were damaged to an extent that they will never produce, while others bore unwanted children as a result of rape.

The findings that were presented yesterday at the ongoing reproductive health in emergences conference at Munyonyo, showed that little has been done to address the needs of women war torture survivors.

According to one of the researchers, Dr Helen Liebling-Kalifani, Luweero District lacks a gynaecologist to treat the women.

She  said some of the conditions of the women cannot be treated in Uganda. 

“These women are poor and cannot afford some of these operations. We need gynaecologists and trained heath workers to assist and empower these women,” she said. 

The study outlines an Isis-Women’s International Cross Cultural Exchange (Isis-WICCE) intervention project that provided medical, psychological and gynaecological services to some 237 women war survivors in Luweero District.

The researchers none-the-less said, “There is severe lack of resources. There is urgent need to establish a coordinated, multi disciplinary approach to address the trauma and reproductive health needs of these women.”

Also proposed is a specific provision in the Ministry of Health’s policy for women war survivors, including resources for free psychological and gynaecological treatment.

The acting Director General of Health Services, Dr Kenya Mugisha could not be  reached for comment. But in a brief reaction, the State Minister for Health [General Duties] Dr Richard Nduhuura said: “There is work that is being done under the ministry’s reproductive health programme.”
MPs appeal to health ministry on cholera (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/634590 

MEMBERS of Parliament have appealed to the health ministry to give more funds to contain the cholera epidemic, which has killed 33 people in eastern Uganda within three weeks. 

The affected districts are Pallisa, Manafwa, Mbale and Butaleja. 

The authorities have set up isolation centres, where a number of victims are being attended to. 

Pallisa county MP Louis Opange (Independent) raised the matter in Parliament on Wednesday, saying 17 people had died in the district, which has been overwhelmed by the epidemic. 

“There is need for urgent intervention because medical supplies have run out in the district. There are no gloves, testing equipment, fluids and drugs,” he said. 

Opange was afraid the situation would get worse, because even at Pallisa Hospital, the sewage system had broken down and the toilets were unusable. 

Bubulo West MP Fred Bukeni Gyabi (NRM) reported that 16 people had died in Manafwa. He blamed the epidemic on low latrine coverage. 

But the state minister, Dr. Richard Nduhuura, said they were aware of the outbreak and had sent a technical team to contain the epidemic. 

Cholera kills eight in Pallisa district (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/634507 

A total of eight people have died of cholera in Pallisa district and 108 others admitted in various health centres. The epidemic has been reported in Buseta, Kasodo, Agule, Apopong and Gogonyo sub-counties. 

The deceased were identified as Isaac Olupot, 60, of Ogiroi village, Akirama Mwagale, 2 and Bosco Kibwangata, 7, both of Nankodo village, Joseph Mugoda, 2, of Adodoi and Dorothy Saana, 60, of Munsambya village. 

Others are Ezefina Namwajja, 35, of Kabolwa, Florence Amongin, 58, of Angod village and 55-year-old Angella Kalegere of Buseta village. 

The district health officer, Dr. Andrew Namonyo, said the first cases were reported about three weeks ago in Nankodo village in Buseta. 

Namonyo said Joseph Wabwire, a resident, was treated in Pallisa Hospital and discharged, but two people, who visited him, died later. 

He said after the deaths, samples of stool taken from the patients were sent to the government chemist in Wandegeya, Kampala where it was confirmed they had cholera. 

Namonyo said patients were admitted in Pallisa hospital, Kasasira, Agule, Kasodo and Kibuku health centres. 

He added that an isolation treatment centre had been established in Pallisa Hospital and the necessary drugs, protective gear for the health workers and other logistics provided. 

Similar treatment centres would be established in the other health centres, he said. 

Namonyo said teams from the district health department, had embarked on first aid treatment, referral services and health education in affected areas. 

Hygiene and sanitation practices were also being taught, he added. 

Namonyo said tests carried out on boreholes and spring wells in Nankodo village revealed that the water was contaminated with faecal matter and germs that cause cholera. The water sources have been closed down, Namonyo said.
Kaliro on cholera alert (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/634511 
KALIRO - The district is on the alert following an outbreak of cholera in neighbouring Pallisa. Chairman Elijah Kagoda on Tuesday said residents had been warned about the possibility of the disease spreading into their area. “We have used local leaders at the grassroots and the mass media to pass the message.” He said people had been advised to wash hands after using latrines, boil drinking water and report any cases of diarrhoea to health officials.

Malaria still high in Lira (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Malaria_still_high_in_Lira.shtml 
Malaria remains the most reported disease in Lira District with 6,617 cases reported and seven deaths  in the week ending  June, 8, 2008. This    accounted for 48.6% of all cases reported in Lango Sub region. 

In  a  report dated June 13,  Dr Zabulon Yoti, of the  Disease Control Health Action in Crisis WHO Lira Sub-office stated that Lira district continued to report increasing numbers of cases of ‘acute severe febrile illness’ mostly malaria’s existance. 

In  a telephone interview, Dr Yoti  said  senior officials from Ministry of Health and WHO Country Office in Kampala did investigations and confirmed Malaria. 

He said increasing cases continue  to  come from villages in Apala and Aloi sub counties. He said the line list indicates high proportion of children below fiev  years and pregnant women as most affected groups. 

Senior  officials  from Ministry  of  Health and WHO have joined the district team to provide further technical assistance in investigating and controlling  the outbreak. 

Unicef  has also provided a tent to set a temporary ward for  case management and 500 insecticide treated nets to be distributed to the affected villages. 

Surprisingly  where malaria  cases are rampant inthe area, Lango Cooperative Union is not bothered and has petitioned  to stop government efforts to curb malaria by sparying DDT inside their homes.

Refugees

Asylum seekers flood Uganda (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/10/10/634599 

The Number of Refugees seeking Asylum in Uganda has Increased in the past two years. 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Roberta Russo has said most of these are from Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

She says the organization now takes care of more than 200,000 refugees. 

According to Russo, the commission requires over 11 million dollars this year to cater for Refugees. But they have so far received 35% of the required amount.
Regional

Uganda, Kenya to jointly stop arms trafficking, cattle rustling (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Uganda_Kenya_to_jointly_stop_arms_trafficking_cattle_rustling.shtml 

The security chiefs form Uganda and Kenya have agreed on a joint action and strategy to  at end   cross border arms trafficking in the region.

The action plan defines a clear road map for Uganda-Kenya joint sustainable disarmament and development of the affected areas.

According to the army, the strategy is aimed at reducing gun flow and cattle rustling across the borders of both countries and ensuring that a joint disarmament exercise achieves the 100  per cent result for peace in Karamoja, Pokot, Sabiny in Uganda  and Turkana, Pokot and Kalengin in Kenya.

At a consultative meeting on the joint disarmament programme for Uganda and Kenya held in Mbale last week, the leaders noted that the biggest challenge to ending cattle rustling is that the practice is deep rooted and embedded in traditions of some pastoralist tribes.

“Traditionally those who are engaged in cattle rustling were and are  heroes in their communities and not criminals as we know them today,”  Kenya’s Assistant Minister of State for Provincial Administration, Mr Simeon Lesirima, said.

“This explains why the practice has persisted despite efforts by governments to end it and redirect such communities on a new journey to development,” he added.

The meeting was attended by the Chief of Defence Forces, Gen. Aronda Nyakairima, Chief of General Staff (Kenya)  State Minister for Defence, Ms Ruth Nankabirwa, First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Security, Mr  Eriya Kategaya and Kenya’s Assistant Minister of State for Provincial Administration, Mr Simeon Lesirima

Although both the Ugandan and Kenyan governments have been trying  to disarm and curb insecurity along the Uganda-Kenya border districts, many leaders have hinted that the greatest undoing to the disarmament exercise in the area has been the free in flow of guns from Somalia and Sudan into East Africa. 

The meeting was aimed at setting up a joint technical committee which will be charged with the responsibility of drawing up an action plan to guide Kenya and Uganda in curbing insecurity in the north rift valley districts of Kenya and Karamoja.

Sources in the UPDF revealed that this is being done to ensure that armed cattle rustling is stopped to create peace in Karamoja region and western Kenya. 

According to the State Minister for Defence, Ms Ruth Nankabirwa the  security chiefs  resolved to besides jointly monitoring the major routes for arms trafficking, to lay strategies to involve the local leadership in the struggle to end arms trafficking in the East African cattle corridor. 

She said a resolution was also sought by Uganda and Kenya to reinstate exchange of information on disarmament and  coordination between the two countries to stop arms trafficking. 

“We have resolved to co-operate in monitoring besides sharing information on disarmament to ensure that illegal arms don’t cross the borders of another country,” Ms  Nankabirwa said. 

It was agreed at the meeting that a joint ministerial consultative forum should head the Uganda-Kenya disarmament programme.

The meeting noted that efforts were required to mobilise and sensitise political leaders in Karamoja and northern rift valley districts about the need to disarm in order to enhance border trade and socio-economic development.
Global Food Crisis
Hoima faces famine due to drought (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/18/634532 

FOOD production in Hoima district has decreased by over 50% due to a three-month long drought, the deputy LC5 chief has said. 

Edward Billy Kyamulesire said they had expected rainfall between March and May but no rains fell. 

“As a result, most of the crops we planted dried up. We can no longer supply our major markets in Kampala and Juba (the South Sudan capital). What we have now is only for consumption.” 

Hoima is one of the leading producers of upland rice in Uganda. 

Kyamulesire made the remarks while meeting the National Agricultural Advisory Services (NAADS) donor group at his office in Hoima town. 

The team was assessing NAADS activities ahead of the donor review meeting that was held on Monday in Kampala. The group had officials from the World Bank, the Food and Agriculture Organisation, International Fund for Agricultural Development and the Danish Agency for International Development (DANIDA). 

Kyamulesire informed the donors that over 90% of the 75,000 households in Hoima were farmers, who contribute over 90% of the districts’ revenue. 

“We need irrigation implements so that our crops do not dry up again. Our soils are fertile but the rains are unpredictable,” he explained, adding that they had not experienced famine for over two decades. 

The LC5 chief also asked the donors to provide farmers with modern implements like tractors and bulldozers to increase crop yields by covering more acreage. 

“The habit among our farmers of selling their crops before they mature should be discouraged,” Kyamulesire counselled. 

“They do it because of the need for money, but forget that they could get 10 times more when the crops are harvested while mature.”
Foodstuff prices remain high (New Vision)
http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/220/634483 

HIGH diesel prices have kept foodstuff prices up in Kampala’s major markets, a mini-survey has shown. 

A litre of diesel at major fuel stations costs sh2,580, which is higher than petrol, which costs sh2,570. Cargo trucks, which transport food, use diesel. 

Robert Mugisa, a trader at Nakasero Market, said the price of beans had reduced because “it is harvesting time and plenty is flocking the markets.” 

“We are doing away with the old stock, so prices have to come down. It is expected that in July, the harvesting of maize, rice and groundnuts will start.” 

Agriculture has vital role in ensuring Africa’s food security, says UN official (UN News Centre)

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=27079&Cr=fao&Cr1= 

19 June 2008

Despite the fact that African agriculture remains undercapitalized, inefficient and uncompetitive, it holds the key to ensuring food security on the continent, the head of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said today. 

Addressing the 25th FAO Regional Conference for Africa, Director-General Jacques Diouf stated that with political will and good governance, Africa can boost its agricultural production and feed its population. 

He told the gathering in Nairobi that the global surge in food prices, coupled with other factors such as climate change, the diversion of agricultural production for biofuels, rapid urbanization and population growth, and animal and plant diseases have worsened food insecurity in Africa. 

At the same time, he called food insecurity a political issue, a matter of priorities in the midst of the most fundamental of human needs. The decisions made by governments determine the allocation of resources, he pointed out. 

In 2003 African leaders committed to allocate at least 10 per cent of their budgets to agriculture and rural development. However, a report by the African Union indicates that only one in five countries have reached or exceeded that target. 

Mr. Diouf pointed out that, in the last 30 years, agricultural imports have risen more rapidly than exports, with Africa becoming a net importer of agricultural commodities, 87 per cent of which were food products in 2005. 

According to FAO, some of the major factors inhibiting agricultural development on the continent relate to the availability of water, arable land, fertilizers and seeds. 

To address some of the negative impacts of soaring food prices and to boost food production, FAO launched an initiative last December to support low-income, food-deficit countries by helping farmers access the vital inputs they need. 

Kenyan Leaders Call For Action on Food Prices; Mexico Freezes Cost of Basics (VOA)

http://voanews.com/english/2008-06-19-voa53.cfm 

Kenya's president is calling for urgent and decisive action to combat rising food prices.
Mwai Kibaki told ministers at a regional meeting of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization Thursday the world's poor are hurting the most and that a solution "must be found now."

He also said any regional solution must include increasing trade between African countries.

Kenyan Agriculture Minister William Ruto also spoke at the meeting in Nairobi and called on African nations to increase investment in farming to ease their dependence on imports.

Meanwhile, Mexico's government is taking on soaring food prices with a series of voluntary prices controls.

President Felipe Calderon says prices for staples, like tortillas, beans, coffee and hundreds of other items, will hold steady for the rest of the year following an agreement with the country's food manufacturers.

Inflation in Mexico has accelerated at its fastest pace in three years.

Last month Mexico announced a temporary suspension of tariffs on some imported food products.

Also today, corn prices fell for the first time in two weeks in trading on the Chicago Board of Trade, on speculation near record prices were hurting demand.  The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) says corn sales fell 35 percent for the week ending June 12.

The United Nations says it will take $15 billion to $20 billion each year to stem the tide of soaring food prices that increased global hunger and poverty and sparked rioting in some countries.  

Delegates at an emergency food summit in Rome earlier this month approved a declaration vowing to work together to ease the suffering caused by the global rise in food prices.
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