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Joint Operations Against LRA

LRA wants cease fire to handover prisoners of war (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/LRA_wants_cease_fire_to_handover_prisoners_of_war_80774.shtml 

LRA rebels say they have captured some 76 Ugandan, Congolese and SPLA soldiers in combat.

Uganda, however, swiftly rebutted the allegation, emphasising that Kony’s fighters have “no capacity” to capture any of the allied troops involved in the ongoing Operation Lightning Thunder.

The leader of the LRA peace team at the failed Juba Talks, Mr David Matsanga, who said he was speaking on behalf of the high command of the rebel group, said, “There are over 76 UPDF, DRC and SPLA prisoners of war captured by the LRA.”

He said the captured soldiers would only be turned in to their respective home governments through the Red Cross Society “at an agreed time when there is a ceasefire [in place].”

Mr Matsanga, petitioned UN secretary-general Ban Ki Moon on Friday, calling for an urgent stakeholder’s peace conference in Tanzania – before March 10 - to revive the truce plans. 

This, he said, follows the determination of the LRA to re-enter Uganda, and possibly carry out its signature brutality against the masses.

The UPDF spokesman, Maj. Felix Kulayigye, yesterday said the LRA’s plea for ceasefire is a ruse to catch some breathe from intense military pressure, which will help his forces to regroup and arm again.

“Whenever the LRA rebels are pushed against the wall, they jump with a proposal of an olive branch,” said Maj. Kulayigye, “We have said it before and I emphasise that we can only stop fighting when Kony signs the [negotiated] Final Peace Agreement. If he does not, we shall either capture or kill him.”

Members of the UK House of Lords, the upper house of the British Parliament, while discussing the Uganda-led three-country hunt for LRA rebels in Garamba on Thursday raised concerns that the offensive appears to expose civilians to reprisal attacks by the rebels.

Lord David Chidgey, vice-chairman of the Africa All Party Parliamentary Group, who has just ended a visit to Uganda, said the military onslaught had not “lived up to its name.”

Prime Minister Apollo Nsibambi and foreign affairs state minister Okello-Oryem reportedly told Lord Chidgey during his recent visit that the rebel leaders facing several counts of genocide, war crimes and crimes against would be tried in Uganda by a yet-to-be-created special High Court division.
DR Congo-Uganda mission under strain (BBC)

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7917879.stm 

Mark Doyle 

BBC World Affairs Correspondent, Douruma, Dr Congo
Military officers from Democratic Republic of Congo and Uganda have been discussing the future of a joint armed operation they began three months ago against rebels responsible for widespread atrocities inside Congo. 

The Congolese government is under pressure from nationalist politicians to end the joint operation. They do not want a foreign army presence indefinitely. 

Rebels of the Ugandan Lord's Resistance Army (LRA), who have taken refuge across the Ugandan border in north-eastern Congo, massacred hundreds of Congolese over the Christmas period. 

The rebels say they represent the ethnic Acholi people of northern Uganda. But for many years now they have sown terror to maintain control. Chased out of northern Uganda, they have now taken refuge in the Congolese forests. 

Ugandans in charge 

I travelled to north-eastern Congo with the Ugandan army. 

I boarded a Ugandan military helicopter which skimmed the treetops of the forest, the officers on board scouring the land below for signs of the rebels. 

A tell-tale cooking fire was spotted, the position noted, and ground troops below alerted for action. 

Some 4,000 Ugandan soldiers are involved in this operation - with a similar number of Congolese alongside them. 

But the Ugandans have a much better-equipped army than the Congolese and are effectively in the lead. 

It is their war - they want to smash the Ugandan rebels who have taken refuge here. 

But it is Congolese civilians who are suffering. 

Hundreds have been massacred by the rebels in just the past few months - and thousands press-ganged into becoming porters or sex slaves. The rebels sow terror to maintain control. 

Nationalist Congolese politicians in the capital Kinshasa say they do not want a foreign army here indefinitely and have put pressure on President Joseph Kabila to end the joint operation. 

The Ugandans, however, want to finish the job. Their ultimate aim is to capture or kill the leader of the LRA, Joseph Kony. 

They have failed to do that so far (and in fact have been fighting him for some 20 years, most of the time in northern Uganda.) But Ugandan army officers say they have disrupted his command structure and destroyed his bases in Congo. 

Crisis looming 

Every Congolese civilian I have spoken in the past few days in north-eastern Congo said that now the Ugandans had started this operation they should stay on to finish the job. 

The area where the Ugandan rebels operate in north-eastern Congo is a humanitarian disaster zone. 

More than 150,000 people terrorised by the rebels have taken refuge in towns where there is a Ugandan or Congolese military presence. 

But they have no decent shelter and very little food. Aid agencies can't reach most of them because of the insecurity. 

The first signs of severe malnutrition are here. 

Children with distended stomachs watch wide-eyed as the Ugandan military pass by. 

Congo's other killing corps (Global Post - OPINION)

http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/africa-at-large/090223/congos-other-killing-corps 
By Peter Eichstaedt

DORUMA, Democratic Republic of Congo — On the day after Christmas, young men wielding machetes hacked to death 45 people huddled in a church in Doruma, a peaceful community of mud and thatch huts in the verdant reaches of the northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo.

Body parts were scattered about the church, in a scene reminiscent of the Rwandan genocide, according to witnesses. Some of the victims, mostly women and children, had been clubbed to death.

In a nearby village, the rebels reportedly slaughtered villagers during their Christmas feast, then finished off the meal and slept that night among the corpses. The death toll around Doruma topped 200 and the victims were among the nearly 900 killed since mid-December.

These massacres were the work of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), a militia-cult led by self-proclaimed prophet and spirit medium Joseph Kony, who claims to fight for a world based on the Ten Commandments but is considered responsible for these atrocities and many others.

The Lord's Resistance Army has developed a fearsome reputation for kidnapping children and forcing them to commit brutal acts such as chopping off people's arms and killing entire communities. 

After 20 years terrorizing northern Uganda, the LRA decamped in early 2006 to this primeval forest where northeastern Congo meets South Sudan and the Central African Republic.

Congo already had the rebels of Rwanda's genocidal Interahamwe lurking in its eastern forests. Now the Kony's Lord's Resistance Army has moved into the northeastern areas, taking cover in its remote corners.

Kony has quietly morphed his militia into a regional killing machine that crosses borders and lives amid communities with no apparent purpose other than its own demonic existence. He has repeatedly refused to to sign a peace deal with Uganda, which in mid-December launched an attack on Kony's camps, apparently provoking the rebels to commit the spasm of holiday atrocities in Congo.

The Ugandan army’s assault on Kony’s camps in Congo's Garamba National Park was assisted by U.S. military advisers, who helped train the thousands of Ugandan soldiers and gave them $1 million for fuel, according to The New York Times.

The assault was botched. First, the early morning aerial strike was delayed by fog. Then Ugandan ground forces arrived two days late, allowing Kony and his army of killers to scatter and launch the militia’s bloodiest rampage in 22 years.

Last June, I looked down at the thatched huts clustered below the canopied forest as the single-engine plane I was in descended to Doruma’s gravel airstrip, the town’s only access to the outside world.

On the back of a small motorcycle, I splashed through puddles and dodged chickens and goats to find Raymond Rpiolebeyo, a teacher who had been kidnapped by the LRA during a similar attack earlier in 2008. He had miraculously escaped and was again in front of his third-grade class at the Ecole Primer Ndolomo.

Looking much younger than his 28 years, he sat stiffly in the stifling heat of the brick and tin-roof principal’s office, and haltingly described his ordeal.

On Easter weekend last spring, Raymond had been cycling to Gurba, his home village about seven miles from Doruma, to spend the holiday with his family. Rag-tag fighters sporting cropped dreadlocks and carrying weapons stepped from the bush and grabbed him, then looted the village and forced him and more than 100 other abductees — some from the Central African Republic — to carry heavy bundles for several days back to their camp.

He was nervous as he recounted this tale, and when I assured him that I was not the LRA, he barely smiled. He said the LRA fighters knew him and that he had escaped. He feared the fighters would return. He was right.

Gurba was one of the villages that the LRA attacked again this past December. Raymond was probably there for the Christmas break. It is impossible to know if he is still alive and perhaps I’ll never know.

Kony and his top commanders have been wanted by the International Criminal Court in The Hague since July 2005 for dozens of counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity including murder, mutilation, rape, sexual slavery and the use of child soldiers. Two of the commanders are now dead.

Kony alone faces 33 criminal counts, all of them in connection with atrocities committed during the LRA’s guerrilla war in northern Uganda that primarily victimized Kony's own Acholi ethnic group, the same people he claimed to be liberating.

Critics have asked why Uganda thought it could capture Kony in the remote regions of Congo when it couldn’t while he was in northern Uganda from 1986 to 2006. With the aid of the U.S. military, Uganda tried to answer that question, but again has come up empty-handed.

The good news is that Kony’s remaining two top commanders, Okot Odhimabo and Dominic Ongwen, reportedly want to surrender. It would be a major coup for Uganda. But, Kony would still have the bulk of his force, estimated to be about 500 fighters, under his command.

The disastrous results of the well-intentioned but poorly executed assault on Kony’s rebels show that it will take more than good advice and gas money to capture them.

A United Nations-sanctioned, multi-national force is needed if Kony is to be brought to justice. Only then will the LRA’s hapless victims throughout this remote swath of east-central Africa breathe free.

Peter Eichstaedt is the author of "First Kill Your Family: Child soldiers of Uganda and the Lord's Resistance Army

Ban calls for closer Congo-UN collaboration (Reuters)
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/LS388231.htm  

Feb 28 - United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called on Saturday for increased collaboration between Congo and the U.N. peacekeeping mission there, which is under fire for failing to do its job.

The 17,000-strong mission, which is the U.N.'s largest and known as MONUC, helped usher Congo to landmark 2006 elections and has been credited with stabilising much of the vast central African nation following a brutal 1998-2003 war.

But it has been largely sidelined in recent months as Congo's President Joseph Kabila has allowed Ugandan and Rwandan troops into his country to hunt rebels who continue to roam across swathes of Congo's mineral-rich north and east.

"I was pleased to have this valuable opportunity to discuss with President Kabila the need to have close cooperation between the government and the people of the DRC and the U.N.," Ban told journalists after meeting Congo's president on Saturday.

"Close collaboration between the government and MONUC is especially important to stabilise the east and protect the population," he said in the eastern town of Kisangani.

During the peace process, the U.N. was heavily involved in negotiations between factions and organising elections while its peacekeepers often fought alongside Congo's fledgling army.

"The problem is MONUC has always been more successful politically than militarily. With its main role being protecting civilians, it's not performed that function very well," Jason Stearns, an independent Congo analyst, said.

The peacekeepers remain stretched across a nation the size of Western Europe and are struggling to find 3,000 reinforcements approved by the Security Council months ago.

Kabila also kept the mission in the dark over the joint operations, leaving them to contain the fallout, which aid workers say has seen over 1,000 civilians killed in reprisals.

Ban rejected recent criticism from rights groups and humanitarians, who accuse MONUC of not doing enough to fulfil its mandate to protect Congolese civilians.

"There are limits in capacity and resources, but MONUC makes efforts to support the (Congolese army) and protect civilians. We have saved tens of thousands of the civilian population during the fighting," he said.

Rwanda completed a pullout of thousands of its soldiers from the troubled border province of North Kivu on Thursday after more than a month of operations with Congo's army against the Hutu Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR).

Uganda's army, which is hunting Ugandan Lord's Resistance Army rebels in the remote northeast, will miss a Feb. 28 deadline to pull out.

The joint operations have been politically sensitive but all three Great Lakes neighbours, former enemies during the five-year conflict, have deemed the operations a success.

But the rapid withdrawal of foreign troops has raised fears that the rebels will retake positions and attack villagers despite the U.N. and government's efforts to maintain pressure by launching operations in new zones.

"The next few months are likely to be even more dangerous for civilians as the offensive expands," Marcel Stoessel, who head's Oxfam's mission in Congo, said in a statement.
Northern Uganda

In Search of Peace and Justice (IPS)

http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=45910 

Alice Anywar lives in the Pagak resettlement camp in Gulu and at 39 is a multiple victim of the over 20 year-old Lords Resistance Army (LRA) insurgency in northern Uganda. The rebels first attacked her home in Kilak village in 1987 killing both her parents and abducting her 12-year old brother. In 2002 they murdered her husband whom she had met in a refugee camp.

The rebels have retreated into the jungle in neighbouring Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) but Anywar, like many other residents fear they could re-enter Uganda. 

"I never went to school because of this war, what I want is peace so I can till the land and look after my children." 

The elusive peace was dealt a near deathblow, many argue, in 2004 when Yoweri Museveni?s government requested the International Criminal Court (ICC) at The Hague to indict and prosecute the rebels. The body has since become a source of further tension between the warring parties. The LRA has accused the ICC of bias for not charging their adversaries in the Ugandan army. 

"I am not opposed to the [ICC] indictments per se but I am concerned about the impact they are having on the peace process," explained Gulu Archbishop, John Baptist Odama, who led a peace effort at a time when the government was hell bent on militarily putting down the insurgency. 

A flicker of hope emerged in July 2006 when the government and the rebels converged in Juba, the capital of Southern Sudan to negotiate a comprehensive peace agreement. The talks failed. But a framework, referred to as the Juba peace protocols, laid the basis for traditional forms of justice and national courts to handle cases against the rebels. 

The ICC indictments were again catapulted into prominence by recent reports that the LRA second-in-command wanted to surrender after sustaining injuries during skirmishes in the DRC. Okot Odhiambo allegedly contacted the International Organisation for Migration two months ago seeking safe passage into Uganda and assurances that he would not be prosecuted. 

"Ours is to facilitate the return of the rebels but not to prescribe what should be done to them," army spokesperson, major Felix Kulaigye told IPS. 

At a press conference on 9 Feb President Museveni, prompted by questions about Odhiambo's imminent surrender, confirmed that the LRA would face national courts and traditional justice. 

Just how close local initiatives by traditional leaders of the Acholi tribe came to bringing peace to northern Uganda, is documented in research by the Beyond Juba Project at the Makerere University in Kampala. In 2005 the elders traveled to The Hague and implored the ICC to drop indictments against LRA commanders. They ventured into the jungles of the DRC and Sudan and pressed the LRA to abandon their rebellion. The chiefs and religious leaders asked that the "Mato Oput" traditional justice system be given a chance to resolve the conflict. 

The Mato Oput ritual is initiated by one side of a conflict sending an emissary to the elders seeking their help in reconciliation. The guilty party has to crush a raw egg "Nyono Togweno" to symbolise a new beginning and step over a bamboo stick or "opobo" to represent a move from the past. 

The offending party provides a goat that is shared equally with the other party as a sign of unity. The guilty party has to drink a bitter juice extracted from Oput leaves as a promise that they never wish to taste such bitterness again. More serious offences require offenders to compensate victims. 

According to Leandra Komaketch of the Refugee Law Project the ritual has inbuilt mechanisms to prevent a recurrence of violence. 

"A person who goes through the ritual would be banished by the community if they committed the sin again and to the Acholi being banished is worse than even life imprisonment." 

What the people of northern Uganda desire is justice that allows for healing, Acholi paramount chief, Rwot David Onen Acana, told IPS. 

"Some people have argued that Mato Oput will breed impunity, what the people want now is peace and not revenge." 

But not everyone has been won over. Justice should not be sacrificed for peace, retorts Livingstone Sewanyana of the Foundation for Human Rights based in Kampala. "The solution lies in catering for peace and justice." 

The ICC office in Kampala also maintains that Mato Oput has its weaknesses: it will not give redress to victims and war crimes were committed outside Acholi territory where the ritual is widely accepted. 

Traditional justice is applied across northern Uganda and southern Sudan to resolve conflicts at a community level. There foundation is all the same; they are built on the principle of victims and the community forgiving and integrating.
Kitgum to get valley dams (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/673157 

Egypt, in partnership with the agriculture ministry, is digging five valley dams in Kitgum district to provide safe water for internally displaced persons (IDPs). 

The construction of the valley dams started in February 2008 in five parishes in Palebek-Gem sub-county. 

The parishes include Anaka, Moroto and Patanga where dams have already been dug. 

According to fisheries officials, each of the dams would be stocked with at least 20,000 tilapia and cat fish to improve the diet of the displaced persons who are returning to their homes. 

The dams would also provide water for their animals and irrigation during dry seasons. 

“The duration of the project is one year and a half years. It takes us about three months to complete one dam,” Raymond Oluk, the site supervisor, said recently. 

“These dams are to boost the crops, fisheries and livestock production of the IDPs as they return to their villages.” 

“Already, some people carry out brick-laying and tree planting near these dams,” Oluk said. 

The acting district fisheries officer, Alfred Omony, said Egypt and the Government were piloting a model fish farm project in Kitgum. 

“We surveyed all the sites although work has started on a few sites in Palabek Gem and Padibe West sub-counties,” Omony said. 

The Palabek-Gem LC3 chairman, Johnson Patrick Olaa, said during the dry season in the past, people would camp with their animals near River Aswa and Awich stream that were far away. 

“But now it will stop since the dams have been built,” he said. 

Olaa appealed to development partners to establish more projects to compliment the dams. 

He advised the residents to plant vegetables as a source of nutrients and to improve their incomes since they were now assured of water. 

Health 
First polio case in 13 years (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=83181 

Thirteen years after Uganda was declared polio-free, health officials are considering an emergency operation to avert an outbreak after one case was confirmed in the north.

"A sample from a baby in Amuru district has been confirmed positive and we have decided to launch an emergency vaccination drive mid-March for all children below five in 25 districts neighbouring Amuru," Sam Zaramba, the director-general of health services, told IRIN.

"We shall take on another 25 districts in the country after the first batch."

Zaramba said tests conducted at the African Regional Reference Laboratory in South Africa had confirmed the wild polio virus type one outbreak in the sample taken from the 16-month-old baby.

"Now that the virus has finally entered the country, all the children below five are at risk of contracting the disease because the wild type of polio virus is very infectious and can challenge their defence systems," he said.

"We are appealing to every parent or caretaker responsible for children below five to ensure they are fully immunised," he added, saying district authorities had been put on alert to mobilise communities.

According to the ministry, when the virus invades nerve cells in the brain or spinal cord, paralysis of muscles that control swallowing and breathing occurs, rendering the child’s limbs, legs and trunk flaccid.

Globally, polio has diminished although it still occurs in areas of the Indian sub-continent and in west and central Africa. Uganda was certified polio-free by the World Health Organization in October 2006.
Health scheme has litigation option, says MoH official (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Health_scheme_has_litigation_option_says_MoH_official_80770.shtml 

There is room for litigation if a contributing member feels aggrieved as a result of poor quality service from the proposed national social health insurance scheme, according to a Ministry of Health official.

Dr Francis Runumi, the commissioner for health services and planning at the Ministry of Health, made the disclosure on Thursday during a briefing at the Media Centre in Kampala, about the proposed scheme which has come with controversy.

“The Bill has been designed that you can sue the providers of the scheme. You pay to be guaranteed the health services and if that guarantee is breached, you have a case,” said Dr Runumi. “Go to the appeals tribunal and if you are not satisfied you go to the High Court so that the case can be settled.”

According to Dr Runumi, this provision was aimed at ensuring delivery of quality services by all the players under the scheme.

“Everybody will be alert. No one wants to be taken to court. The provider who has signed the contract with the scheme on certain terms and conditions doesn’t want to be removed from the list of providers” he added. 

Since it emerged this week that the scheme starts in July, there has been public concern on the quality of services bound to be offered in an already ailing health system.

Speaking at the same briefing, Health State Minister for General Duties Richard Nduhura rooted for the scheme saying social insurance was the best because it ensures equity regardless of one’s status and financial security. 

The scheme is set to start with civil servants [numbering about 320,000] who will see four per cent of their salaries deducted monthly, while their employer will then top up with the same percentage. After three years, the scheme is expected to spread to the formal private sector.
Minister defends health scheme (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/673194 

THE proposed National Health Insurance scheme will benefit a member with four dependants, the health state minister, Dr. Richard Nduhuura, has said. 

Nduhuura, however, said the law for the scheme was still a draft and had not been taken to Cabinet yet. 

The Bill would have to be vetted by a parliamentary committee before Parliament passes it into law. 

He said skeptics were wrong on the failure of the scheme because the providers would be compelled to give quality services. 

“The Bill has been designed such that one can sue the provider for poor services,” Nduhuura said. 

He said the Government would not directly be involved in the scheme because an independent board would appoint its management team. 

He explained that the board would be appointed on recommendation by stakeholders to avoid mistakes like those made by officials of the National Social Security Fund. 

Nduhuura was addressing the press at the Media Centre in Kampala on Thursday. 

He was accompanied by the commissioner for planning, Dr. Francis Runumi and Dr. Juliet Nabyonga from the World Health Organisation. 

The critics of the scheme argue that it would increase the tax burden for the workers. 

Nduhuura said Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi, Ghana, Nigeria and Zambia were some of the countries where such a scheme was working. 

He said Rwanda had about 85% of its population covered by the health scheme.
Social health insurance is a misguided policy for Uganda (New Vision – OPINION)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/459/673075 

By Dr Sam Okuonzi

Social health insurance (SHI) enthusiasts claim that the proposed national SHI scheme for Uganda will address the key problems of the health sector, namely: cost escalation of health care, inadequate tax- funding, and unstable and unsustainable donor funding. They also claim that Uganda should adopt SHI because such schemes are “working” in Kenya, Nigeria, Rwanda and Tanzania. But a critical analysis of the issues shows that none of these claims is true. 

The latest evidence from the richest countries, which have experimented with SHI for over 50 years, is that the tax — financed health systems (TFHS) are far better in terms of health outcomes, efficient spending and employment opportunities (see World Bank Policy Research Working Paper number 4821 “Social health insurance vs. tax-financed health systems evidence from the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)” by Adam Wagstaff, published in January 2009, at http://econ.worldbank.org 

The study analyses SHI and financed health systems in 29 organisation for economic development countries between 1960 and 2006. Comparison of impacts of the two models was made with respect to mortality, spending and employment. 

Four categories of countries were studied: 

- Those with predominantly SHI (France, Germany, Switzerland) 

- those with predominantly TFHS since 1960s (Canada, Finland, Ireland, the UK); 

- Those that had SHI and switched to TFHS (Denmark, Italy, Norway and Sweden) 

- Those that had SHI in 1940s, switched to TFHS in 1960s and back to SHI in 1990s (Czeck, Hungary, Poland and Slovak). 

The results are astounding. SHI systems were found to be cumbersome, costly, and without organised referral (gatekeeper) arrangements, and with less than optimal health outcomes. 

Contributors to SHI schemes typically pay for their personal welfare, not for the betterment of the whole health system. Typically, finance ministries reduce tax revenues they assign to the health sector as SHI revenues grow. So SHI revenues are not necessarily additional. In SHI systems, coverage of the population is not universal but is typically so under the TFHS. 

It takes awfully a long time, at least 30 years, for a high income country to achieve universal coverage. Some organisation for economic development countries have not achieved universal coverage at all under the SHI system (Turkey and Mexico). 

It is not uncommon to have gaps in healthcare packages offered under SHI schemes. Also, where there are many schemes competing for enrollees, some groups (the elderly and those with chronic diseases) will prove to be less profitable and will be avoided by insurers. 

Gaps and inequalities in coverage under SHI schemes translate into less health outcomes nationally as compared to TFHS. Under the financed health systems, the health system is integrated and has a better chance of forging close relationship between public health and personal healthcare. But SHI schemes concentrate on the latter to the detriment of the former. 

SHI raises the total health spending by 3 to 4 % unnecessarily and reduces formal employment by 8 to 10%. SHI systems perform worse in preventing premature deaths, especially of women from breast cancer, with 5 to 6% higher deaths. The study concludes that “SHI models have less comprehensive national public health activities than those of financed health systems because SHI systems focus on individual members and TFHS focus more broadly on the entire population”. 

Financed health systems have integrated population-wide programmes while under SHI schemes, countries have disjointed activities undertaken by several poorly coordinated health system actors. Thus, on the balance, a TFHS spends less, achieves better health for all, and leads to better formal employment opportunities. 

The move to SHI in Uganda may be politically correct, but is not the best option for Uganda right now. It will divert attention from enabling the health system to function, which requires serious attention, to dealing with a small number of individuals, with negligible positive cumulative population-wide impact. It will lead to long-term and deep crisis in the health sector. 

The clamour for SHI is not based on evidence or careful analysis but on a trend in Europe and elsewhere. The health system in Uganda has been run down over the past two decades because of copying a trend of free-market reforms. 

African countries cannot hope to build health systems on SHI financing. Organisation for economic developmen countries managed to ride on the SHI systems because they had earlier established functioning health systems through tax-financed investments in the health sector. But African countries have no health systems to speak about. 

The claim that SHI have been introduced in four African countries and therefore, it must be a good thing is false. None of the countries mentioned has a well functioning health system. Rwanda’s system which is often praised provides less than basic care under the SHI, leaving patients to seek for real care elsewhere, according to a recent survey report. 

The basic problem is inadequate health services, arising from tax-based under-funding. In most cases, it is misallocation rather than whether the funds are available. 

The evidence that is building up is that the direction for health systems development in Uganda and other poor countries is not to go through the SHI route but to build and consolidate health services through tax-financing. Some people think SHI is the shortcut to the desired health system. But in 30 years, we will come back to the drawing-board to start a tax-financed investment in the health sector — something we will have avoided doing for 50 years. Legislators can either save the situation or sink the country into oblivion when they take a decision. 

The writer is a health policy and systems consultant

Museveni calls for partners in research (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/673188 

President Yoweri Museveni has encouraged specialists in medical research to co-operate with the Government in its efforts to enhance health services in the country. 

Museveni made the call at State House, Nakasero on Friday while receiving a delegation from Cadila Pharmaceuticals in India. 

The delegation was led by the company’s managing director, Dr. Rajiv Modi. 

Museveni said the Government was doing research in medicinal plants, adding that it was prepared to work with partners in furthering research and the production of drugs. 

He noted that the proposal by Cadila Pharmaceuticals to establish a diagnostic centre in the country would save the citizens a lot of money spent on treatment abroad. 

Museveni assured the delegation that Uganda had sufficient manpower to work at the proposed centre. 

He added that the Government was prepared to buy all the medicines produced by Cadila Pharmaceuticals in the country if they are of good quality and are cost-effective. 

Museveni, who expressed interest in the company’s proposal to utilise e-governance, noted that it would be a good facility to check the vice of multiple registrations in the national voters’ register. 

Modi said the innovation of tele-medicine, which has the capacity to link village health centres with main hospitals, would improve the efficiency of the National Health Service. 

Senior presidential adviser on information and communication technology Ham Mulira and Uganda’s High Commissioner to India Nimisha Madhvani attended the meeting. 
Water Access

Three districts get safe water (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/673158 

SAFE water projects have been launched in three districts in eastern Uganda. 

The $9.4m (about sh18.6b) projects will benefit about 270,000 residents in the districts of Soroti, Sironko and Kaberamaido. 

While Sironko and Kaberamaido are getting piped water for the first time, Soroti’s water supply system was expanded to cover a radius of 100km. 

Under the Small Towns Water and Sanitation Project, the projects were financed by the Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa (BADEA) in partnership with the Government. 

The water and environment minister, Maria Mutagamba, while commissioning the Soroti project on Thursday, said the projects were aimed at setting up new water systems and expanding the coverage for the existing ones. 

She appealed to the district leaders to sensitise the residents on how to use the safe water to engage in economic activities. 

Jennipher Namuyangu, the water state minister, advised parents to encourage their children to attend classes and not fetch water since water had been brought closer.
NWSC gets Shs24b to enhance water supply (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/NWSC_gets_Shs24b_to_enhance_water_supply_80736.shtml 

National Water and Sewerage Corporation (NWSC) last week received s Sh17.7 billion soft loan from Stanbic Bank to fund Kampala and Jinja water supply improvement projects. 

The corporation also got a grant of Shs6.32 billion from the French government

The projects are meant to respond to immediate investment needs for supporting Jinja and Kampala water intakes that had been prioritised to develop a long term partnership in the water supply sector with NWSC.

“This is a turning point in the management of NWSC. Although it is 100 per cent owned by government, we can claim we are moving NWSC to a level where it will operate to the level of efficiency of a private company,” Mr Ganyana Miro, NWSC chairman board of directors said on Tuesday in Kampala.

“It was a clear policy of the government that NWSC should move into the direction that it attains independency and efficiency.”

The Kampala water project will involve building of a new water intake and a pump station with a capacity to hold 210,000 cubic metres per day. 

The one year project will also involve the building of a 20-cubic metre tank and a 1,200 diameter pipeline to provide raw water to Gaba two and three treatment plants.
Graft ruins water sector, says report (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Graft_ruins_water_sector_says_report_80778.shtml 

Clean and safe water is increasingly becoming a scarce resource in rural areas due to corruption and mismanagement of funds injected in the sector, a new water report has revealed. 

The report titled Public Expenditure Tracking Survey in the Water sector, says funds invested in the water sector to increase clean and safe water coverage are grossly embezzled. 

“It is evident that lack of water due to corruption has led to death, decreased production and school dropouts among others,” the report reads in part.

Mr Eddie Kayinda, a consultant at Multitech Management Consultants Ltd, a firm that conducted the report, said the leakage of funds is due to poor procurement practices at district levels.

Education

Education resources being wasted — Dutch envoy (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/673192 
UGANDA’S education system has many “leakages and wastes”, Ambassador Jeroen Verheul of the Royal Netherlands Embassy has said. 

Verheul said there was need to put the available resources to much more efficient use. 

“Resources are limited and unlikely to grow. Yet recent studies have shown that often salaries are paid to teachers who don’t teach or at least do not teach enough. This reduces pupils’ motivation to attend class,” he said. 

Verheul added: “While we recognise that much progress has been made in getting funds to the schools in a timely manner, we still face the challenge of funds reaching the schools late or in reduced amounts.” 

He was addressing the sixth Education and Sports Sector Planning and Budget workshop at Statistics House in Kampala. 

Verheul, who was speaking on behalf of the education funding agencies, noted that while in Arua and Nebbi recently, he learnt that 67% of the pupils were absent from school and only between 40 to 45% teachers were present. 

He added that the failure rate in the two districts was on the rise. 

Education and sports minister Namirembe Bitamazire said the 2009/2010 budget would focus on six areas including provision of adequate instructional materials, improvement of sanitation facilities and recruitment of both teaching and support staff to deliver quality services. 

Education permanent secretary, Francis Lubanga revealed that the 2009/2010 ministry budget had a shortfall of sh31.8b due to a cut in donor funding.
North takes big academic step (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/North_takes_big_academic_step_80738.shtml 

Hope continues to return to northern Uganda with students improving their performance as registered in the Senior Six examination results released last week.

Most schools and leaders across the region celebrated the Uganda Advanced Certificate of Education (UACE) examination results less than three years since the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels (LRA) stopped their heinous atrocities in the region. 

Tabulations by Daily Monitor show that out of 3,659 students who sat for the exams in Acholi and Lango sub-regions, 2,294 secured at least two principle passes, the threshold mark for joining university and other tertiary institutions.

It means eight in every 10 students passed. Considering that barely two years ago, a majority of these students were in camps, the region indeed fared well.

In spite of having born the full brunt of the LRA war, Gulu District emerged the best in the region with close to 500 of its students scoring up to four principle passes followed by Lira District.

St. Joseph’s College Layibi in Gulu came top in the region closely followed by St. Catherine Girls Boroboro of Lira. Layibi’s top performers included Geoffrey Oola with 20 points, Paul Lwanga with 19, and Thomas Ochan with 20 points in sciences.

The Headmaster of Layibi, Mr Tom Otim, attributed their impressive performance to God and discipline. “We have been having a turmoil of indiscipline, but students are now picking up. For instance the best two were altar boys,” Mr Otim said.

He said that the current lull of peace in the region also contributed to the good performance but noted that people are failing to manage the peace.

“I have a feeling that this (UACE) has been good. This is an improvement and we hope to do better this year,” said Mr Alfred Okello, the headteacher of Lango College in Lira.

Some of its best students were Wilfred Obonyo with 12 points, Walter Ojok -10 points and Cyprian Aguda with 14 points all in sciences.
Kampala, Wakiso, Mukono districts to dominate government admissions (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Kampala_Wakiso_Mukono_districts_to_dominate_government_admissions_80769.shtml 

Wakiso, Kampala and Mukono will dominate this year’s entry in the public universities on government sponsorship.

According to the results compiled by Daily Monitor, more students from schools located in the three districts, scored quadruple As. Available information indicates that 65 out of the 83 students who scored straight AAAA came from the three districts. 

The government sponsors 4,000 students in the five public universities of Makerere, Mbarara, Gulu, Kyambogo and Busitema.
With effect from the academic year 2005/2006, the admission policy into public universities changed. The government decided that 75 per cent of the slots it sponsors have to be competed for on merit nationally. 

Out of the 4,000 places available for government-sponsored students, 40 slots are reserved for top sportsmen while 64 are filled by persons with disabilities.

896 slots are meanwhile competed for through the district quota system, with preference given to students who sat for exams at schools located in their home districts.

The district quota system was introduced in the 2004/2005 academic year after complaints that the government sponsorship was benefiting students with rich backgrounds who access better education in good schools in the central region. 

However, the district quota system doesn’t allow students to join competitive courses like Medicine, Law and Pharmacy because of the limited slots available. 

“Programmes which have slots for national merit in most cases receive very limited candidates, sometimes none, through the district quota and special scheme avenues.

This is due to the limited capacities. For the district quota admission candidates are also encouraged for programs which are not available for national merit” reads the 2008/2009 academic year instruction from Public Universities Joint Admission Board to A’ level students during the application process. 

It’s time to audit UPE programme (Daily Monitor - EDITORIAL)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/opinions/It_s_time_to_audit_UPE_programme_80754.shtml 

The first set of the Universal Primary Education (UPE) students have completed secondary education, having sat their A-Level exams.

While we congratulate the government for introducing UPE, there are pertinent issues that, if not addressed, may derail this programme. 

Figures indicate that out of the pioneer UPE pupils – who amount to more than two million - only 88,463 sat for A-Levels last year. 

The dropout figures are even more alarming for girls. Of the 1,057,504 girls in primary one in 1997, only 35,843 sat for their A-Levels last year while 52,620 boys made it out of 1,102,346.

These figures lay bare the worries about UPE. After last year’s PLE pupils registered massive failures, it is clear that our education system is detached from the principle of enrolling in schools to study but is promoting enrollment as a requirement.

This means that students go to school with little or no hope of attaining academic excellence and becoming productive citizens, but to just be in school. 

This begs the question: Was the intention of UPE purely for enrollment in school as a requirement? If the goal of education is to impart life skills and prepare students for the job market, beyond just passing exams, then education planners should start serious debate on what UPE students are getting out of the programme and what the country will in future get out these students. 

The Education ministry must set standards on the quality of education instead of paying more attention to quantity. The fact is that not all students who pass A-Level exams will get admission to Makerere, or any other university; so the government should expand access to other higher institutions of learning to accommodate those who cannot make it to university.

Many young people are undoubtedly enthusiastic about joining university but the ever rising number of jobless university graduates should shift our attention to promoting and facilitating tertiary and vocational education that focuses on practical skills.

For UPE to succeed, the government needs to manage it better by especially addressing the issue of compromised education quality that has driven many people to private schools. Government needs to recognise that enrollment numbers amount to nothing without quality reflected in the students. 
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