UGANDA NEWS BRIEFS – 03 MARCH 2009
Northern Uganda

Army to punish commander (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/673281 

The army will punish the commanding officer of Kakira detachment in Nebbi district. 

Capt. Peter Mugisa, the West Nile army spokesman, said the punishment follows the recent harassment of civillains in Paidha Town Council by soldiers on rampage. 

Mugisa said the officer, whose identity was withheld, had been detained as investigations continue. 

He asked complainants to forward their evidence of harassment and extortion by the soldiers through local leaders and security organs. 

The 409th brigade commander based in Arua district, Lt. Col. David Benjamin Kabangira, while addressing a security rally at Bar’Okoro playground, apologised for the inconveniences, saying the officer had acted as an individual. 

Works on highway to Sudan begin (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Works_on_highway_to_Sudan_begin_80841.shtml 

Ghanaian and local consultants have begun carrying out feasibility surveys and detailed design works for tarmacking the 98-kilometre Vurra-Arua-Koboko-Oraba Road.

Surveyors started taking up measurements to determine the appropriate width and alignment for the expanded highway.

Dr Charles Koojo, an environmental specialist contracted by Prome Consulting Engineers, said the preliminary assessments would take nine months.

“We are carrying out an Environmental Impact Assessment [EIA] to deal with all aspects of the project and educating residents on how the construction works will affect them,” Dr Koojo told Daily Monitor recently, on phone from in Arua District.

The surveys will help to compute possible compensation for deserving residents.

Works State Minister Simon Ejua said the actual tarmacking of the highway connecting Vurra customs at the frontier with the DRC via Arua, Nyadri and Koboko towns to Sudan through Oraba, is expected to commence in April next year.

Earlier, Mr Dan Alinange, the public relations manager for Uganda National Road Authority, told Daily Monitor that the road construction is estimated to cost $100m (Shs196 billion).

The highway is expected to ease cross-border movement, especially for thousands of Ugandan traders currently enduring rough travels hauling merchandise to the lucrative markets in South Sudan. 

Daily Monitor reported mid last month that the Arua-Koboko Road was in a bad state, doubling travel time on the route.

Karamoja / Eastern Uganda
Mrs Museveni to tackle Karamoja challenges (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/673272 

THE state minister for Karamoja, Janet Museveni, has said the problems affecting the area can be solved. 

The First Lady, called on the Karimojong to rally behind her as she helps them to overcome years of backwardness, abject poverty, cattle rustling and health indicators far below the national baseline. 

The First Lady was on her maiden visit to Karamoja since her appointment on February 20. 

During her two-day trip, she attended a safe motherhood conference on February 24 at Leslona Hotel in Moroto town. 

District leaders and residents talked expectantly about Janet’s appointment 

“We shall take on these problems one by one and we shall solve them sooner than later with God’s help,” Mrs. Museveni added. 

Residents gave Janet and President Yoweri Museveni gifts as welcome symbols to Karamoja. 

They included two Karimojong traditional dresses, a stool, walking stick, waist beads, neck beads and a bangle with her first name inscribed on it. 

The First Lady is also the national patron for safe motherhood initiatives.
She led Teso war victims to the ‘promised land’ (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/9/31/673217 

SHE kept answering her phone as we drove on the dusty and uneven road to her home. We went past dry shrubs and grass-thatched huts before getting to her house, a permanent structure. 

Winnie Asege, 38, of Dakabela village in Soroti district, is a successful farmer, who has inspired many in Teso region, eastern Uganda. But her journey has not been rosy. 

Asege suffered extreme poverty, hunger, war and community bias against women, but she managed to pull through. 

In 1987, the Uganda People’s Army, a rebel group based in Teso, launched a struggle against the Government. The women were mostly affected; many were raped and killed, but fortunately, some of them like Asege managed to escape. 

“The rebels attacked our home at night and burnt two grass-thatched huts, but my husband and our child were hiding in a nearby bush. We had to walk through thick bushes for several days till we reached Karamoja. We were terrified by the several corpses we saw on our way. 

Asege did jobs like washing plates, till she raised enough money to start brewing malwa, a local brew. “I couldn’t do any other business apart from making local brew. But since I was getting wasted, I abandoned the business and returned home in the 1990s when the region was peaceful,” she says. 

But on getting home, there was poverty and hunger. “All our gardens had turned into bushes. There was virtually no crop — there was nothing to eat,” she says. “Together with other women, we went back to cultivate our farms, but digging in bushy gardens was a task.” 

Realising that it would take months or even years for one woman to plough a garden, she mobilised the Dakabela to form a group, to pull resources together and cultivate their fields. 

“We formed a group of 10 women and set up a timetable. We ploughed each member’s gardens in turns, until we finished the entire group’s gardens,” she adds. “We started by growing cassava on 10 acres.” 

They sold the cassava at sh105,000. “We decided to continue growing cassava and also start growing cereal. Our earnings increased to about sh400,000,” she adds. We named our group Dakabela Rural Women’s Development Association. In 2001, when the group learnt that they were getting a raw deal from cereals, they went into citrus fruit growing. 

“We had planted maize and had to wait for the next season to be able to grow more and besides, there was no income security. We also learnt that despite the fact that citrus fruits do not mature quickly, they can be harvested two to three times a year,” Asege, the chairperson of the group, says. “When we zeroed down on citrus fruits, the group acquired about eight acres of land for the project.” 

They bought 400 trees of improved citrus fruits at sh2,000 per tree from the National Agricultural Research Organisation. They sold cassava and acquired a loan of sh1m to buy Valencia and Washington orange breeds. 

In 2005, they harvested fruits on four acres. “We managed to get about 284 bags because the weather was not good, but in 2006, we harvested 500 bags,” says Rose Alaso, a member of the group. “We sold the fruits to our customers in Kenya at sh40,000 per bag. We also sold some in Rwanda, Kampala and Soroti. 

By 2006, the group had grown to about 35 members. More women joined the group due to the large profits it was making. “We divided the money among ourselves. The National Agricultural Advisory Services (NAADS) was teaching farmers modern farming methods in Soroti, so we invited them to educate us” Alaso adds. 

NAADS asked the group to identify a project in which to acquire more knowledge. “Since we were already growing citrus fruits, we decided to concentrate on fruit growing,” Asege explains. 

Armed with knowledge, they went back home and started individual projects. “I set aside four acres of land for fruit growing. I bought about 400 seedlings from farmers in Soroti,” says Asege. “My first harvest was last year. I got about 116 bags from two acres. I will harvest about 400 bags in December this year. I sell my fruits to Kenyans at sh50,000 a bag. I supplement my earnings with the group earning. In total, I make about sh20m annually.” 

In 2006, the group planted more oranges, totalling to about 1,200. Each tree produces about two bags of oranges. “Kenyans booked the fruits already and paid sh75,000 per tree. We made sh60m from the 800 trees,” she says. 

The group also started a bee-keeping project. “The NAADS sensitised us on bee-keeping and we learnt that it requires less labour,” Alaso says. 

The NAADS and Italian Cooperazion, an NGO, gave the group four hives. From their fruit sales, they bought another 101 hives at sh50,000 each. Last year, the group harvested about 1,200kg of honey and sold each at sh6,000. “We harvested honey from 30 hives. We hope to collect about 3,000 litres annually,” Asege says. 

The group used its earnings from honey to start a piggery and goat keeping project. “We bought six exotic pigs; two males and four females,” says Asege. “We sold 10 piglets at sh20,000 each and acquired another six.” 

The NAADS gave the women a hybrid he-goat to improve their breed. “The project is still in infancy, but soon, we shall be able to sell one hybrid at sh150,000. A local breed costs sh40,000.” They group has about 40 local goats. 

These projects have solved the groups’ worries, as the members have been able to educate their children, access quality healthcare and live in decent houses. 

“I make about sh20m from both my individual projects and the group investments. Three of my children are in good boarding schools in Kampala. I have also managed to build a house,” Asege says. 

“I can afford to eat a balanced diet and will soon buy a vehicle,” she boasts. 

At least six farmers in the group earn sh20m annually. Alaso makes sh4m annually. She is also constructing a permanent house. 

During his recent visit to the region, President Yoweri Museveni visited the Dakabela association and pledged an irrigation pump. “If the President fulfills his pledge, we shall be able to deal with the drought and cultivate more crops,” Asege says. 

“We also don’t have ready market; sometimes the price of a bag of oranges drops from sh40,000 to sh20,000,” Alaso says. “The Government should find ready market for our products.” 

The group is focusing on initiating new projects, like pineapple mango and pine growing.

Health 
5 million at risk as polio strikes again (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/5_million_at_risk_as_polio_strikes_again_80843.shtml 

Millions of Ugandan children are under threat after the government was accused of failing to provide Shs6 billion for immunisation against a wild strain of polio.

The World Health Organisation (WHO) said yesterday that the government had failed to provide the money and act quickly enough to prevent a resurgence of wild polio which has left children in almost half the country at risk.

Dr William Mbabazi, a risk analyst at the WHO- Uganda office, told Daily Monitor yesterday that the government had ignored early warnings given to it about the disease which can kill or maim victims.

“The finance ministry was asked to release $3 million (Shs5.9 billion) but nothing good came out of that effort and we could not carry out the vaccination in October as had been planned,” Dr Mbabazi said. 

“We had to resort to the international community but this takes time and even then we only managed to get $672,000 (Shs1.3 billion) out of which four million doses of the polio vaccine were secured.” 

The official said the two million doses bought were used to vaccinate children in only nine of the 29 high-risk districts in January.

The failure to act in time has left an estimated seven million children at risk in the 29 affected districts with the WHO calling for their immediate vaccination to avoid the disease breaking out into an epidemic.

But the Director General of Health Services, Dr Sam Zaramba, denied the accusations saying the fact that vaccination was done in some districts means government did not just sit back. 

A joint statement from the Ministry of Health and the WHO published yesterday, said Acholi, West Nile, Bunyoro sub-regions and the districts of Kabarole, Isingiro, Kampala and Wakiso faced a “very high risk” from the disease.

Karamoja sub-region is classified as “high risk” while Lango, parts of Toro and northern Buganda are said to be at “moderate risk.” South western Uganda is said to be at “minimal risk” and the rest of the country is facing “limited risk.”

Dr Zaramba, described the wild type of polio virus that has re-entered the country as very infectious. “The Ministry of Health appeals to every parent or caretakers responsible to ensure they are fully immunised.”

The health ministry has called for a re-immunisation of all children under the age of five in the affected region, including those who had earlier been immunised.

The WHO raised a red flag after the wild polio virus was identified in South Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo.

A case of the disease reported last month in Amuru raised fear among public health experts that Uganda was at risk, fears that have now been confirmed. No figures, however, have been given so far to show how many Ugandans are infected.

Dr Zaramba said the health ministry has enough vaccines to roll out an emergency vaccination exercise for children below five years later this month and in April. The exercise will be done in partnership with WHO and United Nations Children’s Fund.

However, Dr Mbabazi said there are “serious health system and bureaucratic problems” that have led to the re-emergence of polio in the country that need to be fixed “real fast”. He cited bureaucratic delays that stopped the government from responding quickly to the WHO warning.

He said, “They are now talking about this upcoming emergency vaccination but as far as I know, there is no money for logistics to do it on a massive scale. Yet it is the best that can be done under the current circumstances.”

Dr Zaramba however advised WHO to concentrate on technical issues and leave the policy matters and implementation to the health ministry.

In an effort to eradicate polio, government set up National Immunisation Days for the immunisation of all children under five years. 

Mass polio vaccination for Amuru district (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/673273 

Children under five years in Amuru and the surrounding districts in Acholi, Lango, Karamoja, West Nile and Bunyoro sub-regions are to be vaccinated against wild polio next month. 

The state minister for primary health care, James Kakooza, said the vaccination was necessary following the outbreak of the virus in Amuru district. 

Kakooza made the announcement at the opening of a two-day annual medical conference organised by the Uganda Medical Association at Gulu Churchill Courts Hotel on Thursday. 

“There have been no polio cases reported in Uganda over the last 10 years although a case was reported some few days ago from Amuru,” Kakooza said. 

The director of St. Mary’s Hospital, Lacor, Dr. Martin Ogwang, told journalists that the 16-year-old child, who had been admitted to the hospital and tested polio -positive, had been discharged and returned home in Awer village. 

Ogwang, however, said another suspected case had been reported and admitted to Lacor Hospital, adding, that doctors were closely monitoring him. 

Dr. Miriam Nanyunja from the World Health Organisation office in Kampala said wild polio virus causes paralysis in young children. 

Nanyunja said Uganda had in the last two years experienced about 20 outbreaks of different epidemics. 

Scabies hits Moyo (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Scabies_hits_Moyo_80842.shtml 

An outbreak of scabies has hit the West Nile district of Moyo infecting scores of people mainly in the rural sub-counties of West Moyo County.

Metu, Moyo and Dufile Sub-counties are the hardest hit areas. Health officials in the affected areas said children and women are the most affected by the contagious disease.

“Most of the patients are children and their mothers,” Jane Okuga, a nurse at one of the health units, told the Daily Monitor in an interview. 

Scabies is a common contagious skin infection that causes small itchy bumps and blisters.

It is usually transmitted by skin-to-skin contact or using contaminated water and spreads easily in crowded conditions where there is a lot of close contact.

The district’s Water Officer, Mr John Chaiga, attributed the outbreak to limited clean water sources in the district .

“Most people here bathe in contaminated water sources like streams and some bathe communally, which increases the chances of infections,” Mr Chaiga said.

He said only 43 per cent of the water points in the district are safe for domestic use.

Majority of the fishing communities living on the banks of River Nile in Dufile, Itula and Aliba sub-counties prefer bathing in stagnant water near their landing sites. 

Human Rights 
We tap private conversations illegally - Minister Mbabazi (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/We_tap_private_conversations_illegally_-_Minister_Mbabazi_80845.shtml 

The government has been tapping private telephone conversations illegally, the Minister for Security, Mr Amama Mbabazi, admitted before Parliament yesterday. 

Mr Mbabazi becomes the first top government official at his level to admit eavesdropping on conversations and other communication of private citizens, though the practice mainly by security agencies, has for long been known to exist. 

Mr Mbabazi made the admission as he appeared before Parliament’s Information, and Communication Technology Committee to defend a draft Bill that seeks to legalise tapping private communication. 

The new law, The Regulation of Interception of Communication Bill, 2007, seeks to allow lawful interception and monitoring of private communication in the course of its transmission. 

It was first introduced in 2007 in what government said then was a measure to boost the anti-terrorism law but was shelved for unclear reasons until this year. 

The law, if passed in its present form, will give wide ranging powers to the security minister to monitor and intercept communication from any person on the grounds of preventing crime, protecting public interest or in the interest of national security.

It proposes the interception and monitoring of postal letters and money transfers among others. 

It will also seek the establishment of a Communications Monitoring Centre. 

Minister Mbabazi, while giving a justification for the Bill, said there is no law that stops government from capturing what he called wrong information in the air if it is a threat to the country’s security.

“Actually, we are already doing it (tapping wrong information) without the law for instance we capture Kony’s (leader of the rebel LRA) communication but the biggest challenge is that we cannot use such evidence before the courts of law. The new Bill will empower the government to use intercepted information in the courts,” he told the committee currently scrutinising the draft Bill. 

“Under this current regime, there is nothing in the law that prohibits security agencies from intercepting information but we want it done legally so that we get those wrong elements,” Mr Mbabazi said. 

The Opposition is against the Bill, saying the government will use it to stifle them.

Some sections of the public especially human rights activists have also expressed fears that the government may take advantage of the Bill to infringe on the people’s right to privacy.

The committee chairperson, Mr Edward Baliddawa, wondered why the Bill was empowering the minister to give detention orders when “wrong information” has been intercepted and not the courts.

But Mr Mbabazi said the courts require a lot of time. 

The Leader of Opposition in Parliament, Prof. Morris Ogenga Latigo, last week vowed to fight the Bill, saying that government could use it to unfairly target the opposition. 

Other MPs and human rights activists said they shareLatigo’s fears. 

But Mr Mbabazi dismissed the fears as just that—fear; “I would like to allay the fears of the general public that the law is (targeting innocent citizens),” he said, “It strictly targets whoever is engaging in acts which are prejudicial to national security irrespective of whether they are opposition or not.”

He added, “By passage of this law, the protection of privacy by individuals is enhanced and not infringed.”

Asked whether the government would not use the law to stop the media from publishing information that the government thinks is prejudicial to the country’s security, Mr Mbabazi said the law had nothing to do with the media. 

Mbabazi defends phone tapping Bill (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/673266 

SECURITY minister Amama Mbabazi yesterday defended the phone tapping Bill, saying it was intended to fight terrorism. 

All countries, Mbabazi argued, were making similar laws in the interest of national security. 

The draft law, called the Regulation of Interception of Communications Bill of 2007, provides for the interception and monitoring certain communication in the course of their transmission through telecommunication, postal or any related service or system, Mbabazi explained. 

Addressing the information and communication technology committee, Mbabazi said the Bill would also help curb crime. “Instead of hunting criminals through the gun, information can be legally tapped to stop crime,” he said. 

Under the law, a communications monitoring centre would be established, Mbabazi stated. 

Although Mbabazi has tabled the Bill before the House for the first reading, it has not yet been debated. 

Instead, it has been criticised by human rights activists. 

Yesterday, the MPs also said intercepting mail without the consent of the recipient was tantamount to abuse of human rights. 

Rtd. Maj. Magulumaali Mugumya (Independent) said the Government might misuse the law to unjustifiably detain persons who send or receive electronic mail, radio and mobile telephone messages or postal parcels. 

Mugumya compared the powers which the Bill grants to the security minister to those which Luwuliza Kirunda, the former Obote II internal affairs minister, used to arrest, detain and deny suspects bail. 

He argued that the sale of mobile phone numbers is not well regulated. Under such circumstances, he said, a malicious person can buy phone numbers, call somebody and abandon them yet the recipient may be monitored. 

He wanted to know how the Government would protect such people. “How will the Government trace the sender and how will it establish whether it was not maliciously sent to implicate innocent recipients?” he asked. 

“Suppose in your postal mail box you find gun powder or bullets, how will the Government establish who sent them?” Mugumya went on. 

Mbabazi said the Government would detain suspected postal articles and examine them as evidence in the case of criminal prosecution. 

As the questions increased, committee chairperson Edward Baliddawa stopped the debate, saying the minister had simply introduced the Bill. 

He said the committee would invite stakeholders to scrutinise and contribute to the Bill after which the minister would be called to explain issues. 

The stakeholders include mobile phone service providers, security agencies like the Internal Security Organisation, External Security Organisation and ministries such as that for information and communication technology and defence. 

Education

Crack the whip on absentee teachers (New Vision - EDITORIAL)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/14/673237 

Teacher absenteeism has continued to be a thorn in Uganda’s education system. As pointed out by the Netherlands ambassador, Jeroen Verheul, it leads to wastage of resources because the Government pays money for half-done work. It also compromises the quality of education. 

The Uganda National Examinations Board (UNEB) recently pointed out that teacher absenteeism was one of the reasons for high failure rates in the Primary Leaving Examinations. 

In a World Bank funded survey five years ago, more than a quarter of the teachers in sampled schools countrywide were found to be absent during surprise visits. This implies that about a quarter of the money spent on teacher salaries could be payment for no work done. This is a worse problem that outright ghost teachers. The media have been awash with stories about teachers who spend hours in market places or local pubs during school time. Not surprisingly, many schools fail to complete the syllabus, especially upcountry. 

The simplistic argument blaming poor pay does not hold water. The World Bank study established that the least paid teachers were not the ones who absent themselves most. In fact head teachers were the leading absentees. High teacher absenteeism is a result of poor supervision, made worse by other conditions such as lack of teachers’ houses and distance between school and the teacher’s home. 

The Ministry of Education must strengthen schools inspection. District inspectors of schools have largely been ineffective due to under funding and corruption. On the other hand local politicians have been reluctant to act because cracking the whip on absentee teachers does not win them votes. 

Parents, through the Parent Teacher Associations, should play a bigger role in monitoring the performance of teachers. There is no reason parents should accept a head teacher who sets a bad example for other teachers by absenting himself a quarter of the time. If this evil is to be defeated, it requires concerted efforts from parents and the Government. 
Development Assistance
Germany gives govt Shs170b to deal with power cuts (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Germany_gives_govt_Shs170b_to_deal_with_power_cuts_80848.shtml 

The German government yesterday agreed to a Shs170 billion renewable energy sponsorship deal, meant to boost the Uganda government’s efforts in the fight against intermittent load-shedding. 

The revelation was made by the Finance Minister, Ms Syda Bbumba, during the signing of a Euro10 million (Shs25b) top up deal with the Germany envoy, Mr Reinhard Buchholz, at the ministry headquarters yesterday. 

The new deal brings the total grant to Euro66 million (Shs168 billion). “This grant is going to help us fight load-shedding by improving energy supply from renewable sources, thereby increasing the total available power generation capacity in the country and energy efficiency,” Ms Bbumba said. 

As part of the deal, the Financial Cooperation Agreement worth Euro 40.5 million (approximately Shs102b) was signed in March 2008 while the Technical Cooperation Agreement worth Euro 15.5 million (Shs38b) was concluded in June 2008. 

The expected benefits to a three-year project will include among others dissemination of improved household stoves, improved institutional stoves, solar home systems, and saving on wood tonnage each year, training of engineers in energy auditing among others.

On the distrust surrounding the alleged misuse of donor funds in the country, Ms Bbumba assured Mr Buchholz that her ministry has established an internal mechanism to monitor value-for money in all the donor projects.

“On our part as government, we pledge to meet our obligations under this agreement to deliver services to the people through promotion of renewable energy and energy efficiency,” Ms Bbumba said. “We further pledge to utilise the systems to be developed, knowledge and skills to be acquired in the most efficient and effective manner.”

Mr Buchholz said following the bilateral agreements in April 2007, the German government agreed to provide Uganda with both financial and technical assistance for the three-year period to help in economic development.

According to Ms Bbumba, the government appreciates this project since it will focus on a significant number of districts in northern Uganda and support the reconstruction of the region through bringing modern energy services to the people.
Chinese invest $62m (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/220/673245 

A TOTAL of 49 Chinese enterprises in Uganda have invested over $62m (sh123.4m) in areas like construction materials, agricultural products and the light industry. 

“In addition, more than 10 Chinese companies are operating in road and house construction. The total contracting value has reached $106m (sh208.8b), which is a 47% increase compared with 2007,” the Chinese ambassador, Sun Heping, said. 

He said Uganda was one of the beneficiaries of the eight measures that were announced during the China-Africa summit in November 2006. 

Some of the measures included helping African countries develop their economies. “We have supported the Government by constructing an office block, agricultural technology centre, two rural schools, a hospital and anti-malaria centre. Over the past two years, 253 Ugandans and technical staff have been trained in China,” Heping said at the launch of the Chinese Enterprises Chamber of Commerce Uganda at the Sheraton Kampala Hotel recently. 

He said countries around the world were facing grave challenges due to the global financial downturn and the impact was spreading to emerging markets and developing nations. 

“China will continue implementing its commitments made at the Beijing summit despite challenges in its own economic development,” Heping promised. 

“China will not cut assistance to Africa. Instead, we will do our best to continue increasing aid to Africa, offering debt relief and expanding trade and investments with them.”
Regional 

UN does not expect its Sudan forces to be attacked (Reuters)

http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE52202120090303 

U.N. forces in Sudan are making plans in case of violence if an international arrest warrant is issued for the country's president, but they do not expect to be targeted the U.N. peacekeeping chief said on Monday.

The official, Alain Le Roy, also said the two peacekeeping missions in Sudan had no mandate to arrest President Omar Hassan al-Bashir, and would not attempt to do so, if the International Criminal Court puts out the warrant.

Judges at court based in The Hague have said they will announce on Wednesday their response to a request by prosecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo for an arrest warrant for Bashir on charges of war crimes and genocide in Darfur.

Le Roy told a news conference the two missions, one in Darfur and the other monitoring a 2005 north-south peace deal in Sudan, would neither move nor change their normal patrolling activities whatever the judges ruled.

"We have contingency planning to try to react to any situation," he said. "A decision which might affect the president of the country might have an effect on the ground, so it's important for us to be ready to answer."

Plans had been drawn up "in case some site is being attacked. We'll have to see how we'll react. I cannot give you the detail of what we are going to do," Le Roy said.

But so far, he added, "we don't fear that at the U.N. mission we are specifically targeted by any group ... There is no plan either to move or to scale down our missions."

Sudan's State Information Minister Kamal al-Ebeid said there would be "popular expressions" if the ICC issued a warrant for Bashir, but the authorities would not allow diplomats, their missions or foreigners to be targeted.
ASSURANCES

Le Roy said the joint U.N./African Union representative in Darfur, Rodolphe Adada, had received similar assurances from the Sudanese Foreign Ministry.

However, the head of one of Darfur's main rebel groups, the Justice and Equality Movement, said he expected the Khartoum government to organize demonstrations that would lead to "violence and crime."

Some Western embassies have warned their citizens of the potential for violent protests if Bashir is charged.

Le Roy said he was concerned by rising tensions close to the border between Darfur, in western Sudan, and Chad.

Sudanese and Chadian officials have exchanged accusations of backing rebel groups in each other's countries. Chad fears that Bashir could retaliate against an indictment by using a proxy force to invade Chad.

Asked whether U.N. forces might try to arrest Bashir if the international police organization Interpol issues a warrant for him, Le Roy said their mandate came from the Security Council, not Interpol. "We will not take that kind of action," he said.

Bashir dismisses the charges against him and refuses to recognize the ICC.

U.N. officials say that as many as 300,000 people have been killed in the Darfur conflict since 2003, while Khartoum says only 10,000 have died.

A further 2.7 million people are estimated to have been uprooted by the conflict, which began when mostly non-Arab rebels took up arms against the government, demanding better representation and infrastructure for their region. Khartoum mobilized mostly Arab militias to crush the revolt.
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