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Joint Operations against LRA

UPDF captures LRA chief (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/UPDF_captures_LRA_chief_80905.shtml
The army last night announced it had captured Col. Thomas Kwoyelo, the LRA field operations commander.

Brig. Patrick Kankiriho, the Operation Lightning Thunder commander, told Daily Monitor last evening that the “stubborn” rebel was captured in Yakuluku Village, North of Duru, an estimated 50km south of Ri-Kwangba, the initial target of the UPDF operation where Lord’s Resistance Army leader Joseph Kony had his headquarters.

He said Col. Kwoyelo was injured in the stomach. 

“He is now with us, and my message to the remaining ones is that they should report. We want them alive not dead,” Brig. Kankiriho told Daily Monitor by telephone.

Col. Kwoyelo is understood to be the LRA fourth-in-command after Kony, Okot Odhiambo and Dominic Ongwen.

“He was one of the stubborn ones,” Brig. Kankiriho said last evening.

The UPDF in December mounted a joint operation with DR Congo and South Sudanese forces to flush out the LRA, which has been based in northern DR Congo’s Garamba National Park for two years.

The operation, initially designed to last for a short period has however dragged on after the initial UPDF attacks missed LRA leader, Joseph Kony, who was supposed to be killed in air strikesThe LRA has since killed an estimated 300 civilians in indiscriminate attacks on the population in DRC.

The United Nations has expressed concern, “that the joint military counter-operations, unless properly planned and executed, could lead to further human rights abuses being perpetrated against the civilian population who are, in effect, caught between the conflicting parties.”

President Yoweri Museveni is expected to meet United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon in Kasese today to discuss the operation, in the light of the UN concerns.

The joint operation had until yesterday failed to capture top LRA leaders, but the army says it has crippled the rebels’ capacity to cause more havoc, dismantled their command structures, destroyed communication channels and cut off their food supply.

Last evening, Brig. Kankiriho indicated he had no doubt that he would ultimately deal with the LRA if they do not surrender.

“We have killed 15 in the last three days. The other day, Matsanga said he had UPDF prisoners of war, let him parade them,” he said.

Dr David Matsanga, an on and off LRA spokesman said in a statement on Sunday that the LRA had captured allied forces soldiers, including UPDF, a claim that Brig. Kankiriho roundly dismissed yesterday.

About Kwoyelo: 
Kwoyelo is understood to have been a blue-eyed commander of Vincent Otti, the LRA deputy commander killed in October 2007. After Otti’s death, he took a low profile.

Kwoyelo, who ended up at the rebels’ Garamba base in the DRC, is said to have been a “fierce” guerilla fighter.
UPDF captures Kony commander (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/673339 

THE UPDF has captured a top commander of the Lord’s Resistance Army, Col. Thomas Kwoyelo, following a battle with the joint forces in the ongoing military operation in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Kwoyelo, who is said to be the fourth in the LRA hierarchy, was captured in a battle at a place called Ukwa in Garamba yesterday. 

He is the most senior commander to date captured by the UPDF since Operation Lighting Thunder was launched on December 14 after LRA leader Joseph Kony repeatedly balked at signing a peace agreement negotiated in Juba. 

The army spokesperson, Maj. Felix Kulayigye, yesterday said on phone: “He was wounded and we have him alive. He is a prisoner of war and we are treating him from our hospital in Dungu.” 

Ukwa is located northeast of Camp Eskimo, one of the former LRA camps in the vast Garamba National Park in DR Congo. 

Kwoyelo was shot in the stomach before he was captured. A UPDF officer, Sgt. Okwir, was credited with the capture of one the most wanted LRA commanders. 

Kulayigye said during the battle, three LRA abductees were also rescued, while a UPDF soldier at the rank of a corporal was killed. 

Details of casualties during the battle were still unclear by press time. 

But Kulayigye said Kwoyelo had been captured along with LRA combatants who fought alongside him. 

Kwoyelo also handed over his gun with 20 rounds of ammunition. 

Col. Kwoyelo from Pabbo in Amuru district was the last LRA commander to move from northern Uganda to Southern Sudan after the UPDF declared a ceasefire in June 2006 to pave way for the Juba peace talks between the Government and the rebels. 

He was notorious for his operations in Kitgum, Pader and Southern Sudan. 

The army spokesperson added that in a separate battle on Monday, another LRA commander was shot dead and a gun with a magazine were recovered from him. 

However, verification of the commander’s identity was still going on, Kulayigye said. 

The army also announced that it had rescued over 300 abductees since the operation was launched and that the LRA hah been denied further abductions. 

In March 2007, Kwoyelo was on the list of 35 most wanted people Uganda presented to the Tripartite Plus Joint Commission that the countries of the Great Lakes region had to act against. Others on the list included LRA leader Joseph Kony, Vincent Otti, Dominic Ongwen and Odhiambo Okot. 

Otti has since been killed, while Odhiambo had last month indicated his desire to surrender to the joint forces.
Museveni, Kabila discuss Kony (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/673344 

PRESIDENT Yoweri Museveni and his DR Congo counterpart, Joseph Kabila, meet in Kasese district today to discuss the ongoing operation against Joseph Kony’s Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA). 

The defence spokesperson, Major Felix Kulayigye, said yesterday the defence ministers, Dr. Crispus Kiyonga (Uganda) and Charles Mwando Simba (Congo) had arrived in the district ahead of the talks. 

They were accompanied by the army commanders, Gen. Aronda Nyakairima (Uganda) and Lt. Gen. Dieudonée Kayembe (Congo). 

The meeting had been scheduled for March 1 but was postponed. 

The armies of Uganda, South Sudan and the DRC last November launched a joint offensive code-named ‘Operation Lightning Thunder’, to flush out the rebels. 

Kulayigye said the UPDF was still in Congo searching for Kony, and “doing very well.” 

“Kony and his commanders are cornered. He has nowhere to escape and has lost most of his commanders. Secondly, he has no more capacity to kill or abduct,” Kulayigye said on phone. 

He said the joint operation had led to the rescue of about 300 abductees, recovered over 100 rifles, captured a number of rebels and forced others to surrender. 

Meanwhile, the joint forces have challenged the leader of the LRA peace team at the failed Juba peace talks, to parade and name the soldiers they allege to have captured. 

Matsanga on Sunday said the LRA had captured some 76 Ugandan, Congolese and SPLA soldiers in combat. 

He said the soldiers would be handed to their respective governments through the Red Cross Society “at an agreed time when there is a ceasefire (in place).” 

The UPDF spokesman on the operation, Capt. Deo Akiiki, said: “We have always paraded the LRA captives and named the prisoners of war. Let Matsanga do the same to prove his point or else everybody should treat his propaganda as nonsense.” 

He said Matsanga was a blatant liar, who did not know the facts on the ground. Akiiki said the LRA capacity to attack or abduct had been diminished and that Kony had lost control of his fighters. 

“Threats of returning to Uganda are the last kicks of a dying horse,” he said. 

“Matsanga should stop day-dreaming. He should convince his boss to come out and sign the deal or face the Garamba music.”

Arrow Boys Take On LRA (Institute for War & Peace Reporting)

http://www.iwpr.net/?p=acr&s=f&o=350634&apc_state=henh
Villagers across western South Sudan are striking back against the Ugandan rebel force the Lord’s Resistance Army, LRA, which has mounted a series of bloody raids in the region in recent weeks.

Called the Arrow Boys, the community defenders wield any available weapon, they say, including clubs, spears, bows and arrows and knives. 

The Arrow Boys militias have sprung up across Western Equatoria, officials say, but are concentrated in areas most affected by LRA attacks in recent months. These include Maridi, Mundri, Ezo and Ibba counties.

Raphael Monuku, head of the Arrow Boys in Manikakara Payam, a region in Ibba county, Western Equatoria, says people in the region are furious with the LRA, which have been camped nearby since 2006 when peace talks began in Juba between the LRA and Uganda.

When LRA leader Joseph Kony failed to sign the negotiated deal for the third time in late November, the Ugandan army attacked Kony’s camps in northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo, DRC, which were not far from the South Sudan border.

The Ugandans were joined in the December 14 strike by forces from DRC and South Sudan, which said it would secure the border against rebel attacks. 

Kony and two of the LRA’s top commanders thought still to be alive are wanted by the International Criminal Court, ICC, in The Hague for war crimes and crimes against humanity in connection with the LRA’s 20-year war in northern Uganda. They remain at large in DRC.

After the mid-December strike against the LRA, the rebel units scattered and killed an estimated 900 people, largely Congolese, but also some South Sudanese, according to the United Nations.

“The citizens of Western Equatoria, especially in the LRA-affected areas, don't sleep anymore in their houses,” Monuku said, so they can be “ready for any surprise attacks … by the LRA bandits”.

In late February, LRA fighters attacked the western Sudan town of Manikakara, burning houses, killing civilians with machetes, looting food, and raping women, Monuku said. 

"[The] LRA guerrilla movement appears to be a defeated movement,” he said.

“They have no access to ammunition [or guns]. That’s why they’re resorting to pangas (machetes), axes, knives….to kill the innocent civilians of the Western Equatoria.”

The Arrow Boys militias are now fighting back with some recent successes.

LRA attacks in February in Ibba and Maridi counties were repulsed by Arrow Boys, according to state officials.

One eyewitness, who asked not to be identified, told IWPR, "One LRA bandit was killed by the Arrow Boys. They dragged his body to the police station, cut it into pieces, and danced raucously.”

Tens of thousands of Western Equatoria civilians have been displaced by the fighting, creating a humanitarian crisis, officials say.

Meanwhile, women in the affected communities are also joining the fight against the LRA.

Joyce Bakosom, from Manikakara Payam, who described herself as an Arrow Lady, said the Ugandan rebels are desperate, which is why their attacks are so vicious.

"The LRA lack food at the moment,” Bakosom said. “Life in the murky jungles of Garamba [where they used to be based] has become hell for them. That is why they do [these] things…." 

Bakosom said her father's leg was cut off by the LRA during an attack in Ibba county, which prompted her to join the Sudanese militia.

“We the ladies and daughters of Western Equatoria need to wake up and support our boys at this bad moment,” she told IWPR. “Let's pick [up] our arrows and spears and join our strong brothers in the bush in the fight [against] the LRA. 

“The authorities of Maridi and Ibba are cooperating seriously with the Arrow Boys about how they can protect themselves and defend [against] any barbaric attack by the LRA.”

The authorities, she says, have urged the local militia to be aggressive and not simply defend themselves, “We shall keep our promise and defeat the LRA.” 

Monuku said residents have tolerated the LRA for far too long.

The LRA has gone beyond the bounds of humanity, he said, and the “Arrow Boys will work together and [drive] the LRA out of Maridi, Ibba and Western Equatoria”.

Northern Uganda

SPC murder sparks off clan violence (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/673381 

THE relatives of a special Police constable (SPC) who was stabbed to death by another SPC in a nightclub at Corner Agula in, Gulu district on Friday night set ablaze 107 huts and stole 40 animals in a revenge attack. 

According to the Police, Martin Kilama stabbed his colleague, Simon Ojok, with a bayonet. 

The cause of the incident has not been established yet. 

The incident has sparked off a clan wrangle between the Lukwo clan where Kilama belongs and Ojok’s Palaro clan. 

Ojok’s relatives attacked Kilama’s parents and relatives and burnt down their houses and destroyed foodstuff before fleeing with livestock. 

One person was injured during the clash and was admitted to Lalogi Health Center. 

The District Police Commander, Yasin Ndimwibo, who rushed to the scene, said those who had looted the animals were still hiding in the forests in fear of being arrested. 

He appealed to the World Food Programme and other humanitarian agencies to help those whose houses and food were destroyed, saying they had nothing to eat. 

The regional Police spokesman, Johnson Kilama, said eight people had been arrested in connection with the incident. 

“I am ready to arrest and prosecute whoever commits crimes. We appeal to the people to stop violence because it does not solve any problem,” he said. 

He appealed to the local leaders and communities of the two clans to help the Police to identify the looters. 

Leaders and elders of the two clans met on Sunday to try and settle the differences.
MPs demand northern fund accountability (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/673351 

THE parliamentary public accounts committee has asked the Office of the Prime Minister to account for the Northern Uganda Social Action Fund (NUSAF) amounting to over sh200b. 

While appearing before the committee, the permanent secretary, Pius Bigirimana, said the project officials were supposed to account for the funds. 

He told the committee, chaired by Nandala Mafabi, that the project had ended on March 1. 

“We are now in the process of negotiating for the second phase with the World Bank,” Bigirimana added. 

He was appearing before the committee to answer queries raised in the Auditor General’s 2007 financial year report. 

Mafabi, however, directed Bigirimana to report back to the committee with the fund’s former executive director, Fred Opio, the accountant and other relevant officials on Friday to give accountability. 

The fund was a $113.3m five-year Government project, implemented in 18 districts of Teso, Karamoja, Lango, Acholi and West Nile sub-regions. 

It was aimed at providing resources to the districts affected by the LRA war. 

Mafabi said for accountability purposes, the officials should table the loan agreement, the project implementation plan and the project progress report. 

“A lot has been said about the fund. This is the time we must see whether the money was put to the right use,” he said. 

The Auditor General’s report said most people had not accounted for advances and allowances amounting to over sh224m. 

It cited the Minister for Northern Uganda, David Wakikona (sh6m), MPs while on an official tour of Karamoja (sh40m), Charles Okumu (sh37m), Robert Epaye’s travel to Ghana for a course (sh11m), Jennifer Aloyo (sh22m) and Lango Cultural Foundation (sh65m). Timothy Lubanga (sh22m) and Lino Nyingaling (sh2m).
Nebbi mob stones UPDF soldier to death (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Nebbi_mob_stones_UPDF_soldier_to_death_80864.shtml 

A Uganda People Defence Forces (UPDF) soldier has been lynched by a mob in the northern Uganda district of Nebbi.

The incident occurred on Monday night at Jafurunga village in Kucwiny Sub-county. Private Twebazi Katoto, was part of a group of five that had gone to arrest two army deserters alleged to be in possession of fire-arms at the LCI’s residence.

“As the UPDF soldiers stormed the house of the LC1 chairman, a mob attacked them after an alarm was made that thugs had entered the place,” said a witness who didn’t want his name to be in the press for fear of his life.

The 409 Brigade Spokesman, Capt. Peter Mugisha, said it was unfortunate and a major blow to the army. 

“It is improper to kill soldiers like that because the man had surrendered his guns to them,” he said. 

The other three survived the lynching because they withdrew when they were ordered by the commander. 

According to the locals, Pte. Twebazi was killed on suspiscion that he was a mulaalo because he used kinyankole when he was talking to the mob. 

“The relationship between the locals and the Balaalo has been sour over the last couple of years and I think that triggered off the mob’s violent act,” said a local.

The Balaalo, whose numbers have shot up in the region, have been at loggerheads with the Alurs in the sub-county over grazing lands.

Although the soldiers didn’t arrest the deserters, the mission wasn’t entirely unsuccessful. 

They recovered two pairs of uniforms and two pairs of jungle boots. 

It is suspected that the deserters, who are still on the run, could pose a security threat to the area. 

The Police have arrested the LC1 chairman accusing him of conniving with the mob that pelted the UPDF soldier with stones to death on grounds that he wanted to loot animals.

Meanwhile, a UPDF commander attached to Kakira detach in Paidha District has been arrested for harassing and staging illegal roadblocks in the area. 

The commander, only identified as Musamil, has been detained at the 409 Brigade barracks in Arua.

“He had shown high level of indiscipline which prejudices public order. So he is under house arrest and we shall prosecute him in the army courts,” Capt. Mugisha said.

His arrest followed a public outcry in Paidha. 

Karamoja / Eastern Uganda
Army court jails six Karimojong warriors (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/673297 

THE 3rd Division court martial has sentenced 11 Karimojong warriors to imprisonment for illegal possession of firearms. 

The sentences read in Moroto, range from six to 10 years. 

The acting division commander, Col. Paul Lokecth, said on Thursday that the court chairman, Col. John Mulindwa, found the warriors guilty of possessing guns illegally. 

Some of the warriors, Mulindwa said, were arrested during ambushes by the army and others were captured in action during the forceful disarmament exercise. 

“This serves as a lesson to those who are still holding weapons. They should know that they will be prosecuted if arrested,” Loketch said. 

He said the convicts would serve their sentences in various prisons across the country. 

Some warriors were acquitted because they had stayed in prison for long without being tried. 

They are Pader Apanalipol and Lomij Chilla, both from Panyangara sub-county in Kotido district. 

Paul Lokut of Ngoleriat sub-county in Moroto district was released on bail. 

Two juveniles aged 15 and 16 were also acquitted and cautioned. 

John Namuya (Kotido) and Gideon Omara (Moroto) were remanded till the next court session due late this month. 

Loketch said the ruling was a manifestation of the army’s zero tolerance to crime. 

He appealed to residents with illegal guns to hand them over voluntarily, saying if they did not, the law would catch up with them. 

Celebrating a peaceful return (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/Celebrating_a_peaceful_return_80871.shtml 

Standing outside his newly constructed hut, an unsettled 39-year-old Sepiriya Chemsto narrates how his father died at the hands of Karimojong warriors in 1981.

“He was beaten and rolled in dust before his hands and legs were cut off, then his head. His crime was that he had hidden 48 heads of cattle they had come to rustle,” narrates Kusiro, one of the returnees to Lokares and Girik in Nakapiripirit, a place abandoned in 1982 at the climax of armed cattle raids by the Karimojong warriors.

“I was shocked by what I saw and since then, I have been haunted by images of the Karimojong warriors in their ‘Sukas’ wielding guns coming for my father whenever I meet a Karimojong,” says Kusiro who says he fled to Kenya with his uncles.
More typically however, the returnees, who are over 1,200 along the Girik River in Lokares, describe a similar savage attack by armed Karimojong warriors who have been rustling cattle in Teso, Kapchorwa, Sironko and across the border in Kenya. 

As the returnees gather on the hot sand in Girik Village, some move slowly through what is left of their gardens. It’s quiet all around and typical of an abandoned place.

Some pause for a few minutes by the crude bushes that have swallowed everything they owned from as far back as 1982, while others walk past seemingly unmindful of what befell people’s gardens and houses; now reduced to debris.

Except for remnants of the new huts under construction, wattle, mud and other debris scattered everywhere, the surroundings are bushy and dry with no single crop save for the wild weeds that rule the gardens; the only Catholic church and primary school are dilapidated and swallowed up by the bush.

One thing you notice though on your way to Lokares, Girik is that many people are putting up new grass thatched shelters to begin a new life.

In several villages, crummy grass-thatched shops muddily rut the single dusty street. You see a grass thatched hut whose inside is properly covered with a mosquito net but without walls.

Mr Joseph Omoding, the LCI chairman, Girik clearly remembers the day in 1982 when another group of armed Karimojong warriors stormed his home in Lokares, shot bullets in every homestead, killed two children before ransacking the houses and making off with household items, money, and rustling about 300 heads of cattle in the village.
‘This is not your home, these are not your animals, you must leave,’ they ordered us before torching all the houses in the village. We actually fled without any belongings save for the clothes we were wearing at the time,” adds Omoding who is trying to re-settle in Lokares after almost 27 years.

He’s among the many people including Iteso, Bukusu, Bagisu, Pokot and Sabiny who are resettling in Lokares and Girik in Nakapiripirit District after a successful UPDF disarmament exercise that has seen peace return to the Karamoja region. 

“We abandoned Lokares and Girik after our homes were torched by armed notorious Karimojong warriors in 1983 at the climax of armed cattle rustling; it was merciless and torturous and many of our people died. We had nowhere to go and it became difficult to get food. Thanks to the UPDF disarmament exercise, there is peace here for us to resettle,” says Wilfred Bukose, a Pokot.

“They attacked us from akitocol at the beginning of the rainy season through akimwaimwakin ngikinyom (the blessing of the seeds) to akimwar e ngimomwa (the blessing of the first porridge) about August or September, without rest through to akiudakin the main social celebration at harvest time in October/November, and to the season of special dances, akiwalakin edonga.

This saw many of our ancestors killed,” said Carol Kusiro, another local trying to resettle.

Kusiro says although the lifestyle of many Karimojong has remained hinged on cattle and treating other people as ngimoe or ngaryanya (enemy or foreigner in Ngakarimajong), she is grateful to the UPDF that through the disarmament exercise, there is peace in Lokares for them to resettle. 

True, disarmament has not been easy in many areas but to the people of Lokares and Girik, it is a success so far and they see total peace in the entire Karamoja region in the near future.
Omoding says that although the disarmament exercise was opposed by many, today in Lokares and Girik, it is viewed as the paramount initiative for peace and development in the region.

The settlers revealed that all Ngikapolok [ekapolot] chiefs in Karamoja view disarmament as one of the many steps by the government towards developing a comprehensive peace strategy that would see peace not only in Karamoja but also amongst their neighbours.

“While many people think that the Karimojong can’t change their traditional lifestyle, many elders here have started thinking differently especially after the UPDF disarmament exercise, sensitisation and mobilisation towards taking on farming besides keeping cattle,” says Omoding.

The UPDF 3rd division commander now manning the disarmament exercise, Lt. Col Patrick Lokech says there is a ray of hope that the Karimojong will adopt farming and other economic activities as the disarmament exercise winds up.

“But this depends on how the local leadership prepare the people right from the grassroots besides what the army is doing on the ground,” Lokech quickily adds.

Despite the long spells of drought in Karamoja sub-region, a visit to Lokares and Girik reveals that the region still has fertile soils that are supporting the growth of sim sim, beans, maize, sunflower, millet, sorghum, potatoes and onions.

Lokech says on top of disarmament, community mobilisation on peace should be given priority by the government and NGOs operating in the region, who should also consider addressing the livelihood of the people by considering household (for this case manyatta) income-generating projects.
Envoys pledge to support Karamoja (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/673349 

TWO development partners have pledged to support Mrs. Janet Museveni, the wife of the President, in her tasks as state minister for Karamoja affairs. 

During a meeting with her at State House, Nakasero on Monday, the European Union (EU) ambassador, Vincent De Visscher, congratulated Mrs. Museveni upon her appointment as minister and assured her of EU’s support for Karamoja affairs. 

Karamoja, comprising of Moroto, Kotido and Nakapiripirit districts, is one of the least developed areas in the country. 

State House, in a press release, stated that Mrs. Museveni and the envoy discussed the co-operation between the EU and the Government in several programmes that are aimed at developing Karamoja sub-region. 

De Visscher, who said the EU runs a number of programmes like education, food security , peace and conflict resolution, highlighted the need to focus on security, which he said was a prerequisite for development. 

In a related development, Mrs. Museveni hosted the World Food Programme (WFP) country director, Stanlake Samkange, at State House, Nakasero. 

Talks centered on how the WFP could work with the Government in ensuring food security in Karamoja, according to a release from State House. 

Samkange pledged WFP support to the First Lady to ensure food security in Karamoja.
Eastern will become desert - Museveni (New Vision)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Eastern_will_become_desert_-_Museveni_John_80886.shtml 

President Yoweri Museveni has decried the alarming rate at which residents in the eastern region cut down trees and warned that the region risks becoming a desert if the practice is not checked.

“When there are no trees, the winds become stronger and cause destruction and the region will become a desert,” Mr Museveni said last week while addressing secondary school teachers from Bukedi region at the end of the three-day workshop on patriotism building in schools. 

Mr Museveni said the alarming rate of environmental degradation in the region was a big threat to human life and the country’s economy. 

Mr Museveni advised the residents to plant more trees. 

The President’s concern came two days after the Minister of Water, Ms Maria Mutagamba and her junior, Ms Jennifer Namuyangu, also decried the rate of environmental degradation in the region.

“The environment in this region has been greatly degraded,” Ms Namuyangu said.

Reacting to remarks by Tororo County MP Geoffrey Ekanya that sand-mining was now one of the major factors that have caused water pollution and dwindling water levels in River Malaba, Ms Mutagamba called upon Tororo District leaders to immediately institute by-laws to curb the practice. 

“Our wetlands have become sand-mining centres. Careless disposal of solid waste is also visible as we moved through Malaba. We shall carry out consultations and forge a way forward on this matter,” said Ms Mutagamba. 

MP Ekanya said, “Kenyan authorities at Malaba used to dump sewage into River Malaba causing serious water pollution and contamination.” 

Health 
Govt hits back in polio row (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Govt_hits_back_in_polio_row_80906.shtml 

Health Minister Stephen Mallinga yesterday denied that the government did not act in time to ward off a new polio outbreak.

Dr Mallinga, who was addressing a news conference called to react to accusations from a World Health Organisation official that government acted sluggishly following the outbreak of the virus in neighbouring DR Congo, South Sudan and Kenya, said, “It is not true that we did not act in time and that we do not have a plan. We have a plan and acted in time.” 

Dr William Mbabazi, a risk analyst at the WHO- Uganda office, had on Monday told Daily Monitor that the Finance ministry failed to fund a supplementary budget of $3 million (Shs5.9 billion) to carry out emergency vaccination.
Dr Mbabazi said $672,000 (Shs1.3 billion) had to be sourced from the international community, out of which four million doses of the polio vaccine were secured, half of which were used in nine of the now 25 districts under polio risk.

But Dr Mbabazi was yesterday not given chance to speak at the press conference with Dr Mallinga and ministry officials doing most of the talking.

The minister said following the August outbreak in South Sudan, a risk analysis carried out in support with WHO and Unicef, showed that 25 districts bordering DR Congo and South Sudan were at high risk and two rounds of emergency vaccination were planned.

But while the minister insisted that they acted in time, it took the ministry five months to effect the emergency vaccination which ended on Feb. 01, 2009. 

Yet at yesterday’s press conference, the minister expressed concern that Kampala and Wakiso districts, where most of the business community from Juba settle and live for most of the time, have the least immunisation coverage of 48 and 52 per cent respectively.

While the lack of money was cited by Dr Mbabazi as the cause of the delay of the emergency vaccination, the Director of Clinical Services, Dr Kenya Mugisha, denied the allegation.

“The resources were available when we were told about the outbreak and we acted,” said Dr Mugisha. “So we don’t know where the issue of timing and resources has come from.”

The WHO Country Representative, Dr Joaquim Sewaka, said “The collaboration we have with Uganda is one of the most excellent.” 

It also emerged yesterday that two more suspected cases of the wild polio virus are under investigation. Dr Mallinga said that the two cases are from Amuru District.

“A joint team of experts from WHO, Unicef and the Ministry of Health have investigated the outbreak and found two additional highly suspicious cases that are being tested at the Uganda Virus Research Institute,” said DrMallinga, adding that the situation calls for all children under five to be fully vaccinated. 

Human Rights 
Do not sacrifice civil liberties (Daily Monitor - EDITORIAL)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/opinions/Do_not_sacrifice_civil_liberties_80881.shtml 

MPs on the Information and Communications Technology Committee are right to put Security Minister Amama Mbabazi to task over the Regulation of the Interception of Communication Bill, 2007, which seeks to legalise the tapping and monitoring of private communication.

Through the proposed Communications Monitoring Centre, the security minister wants to be authorised to intercept and monitor private mail and phone conversations among others in an effort to “fight terrorism” and bolster national security. 

Naturally, the MPs, human rights campaigners and the public feel apprehensive about the Bill, saying it not only violates the Constitution but that the government might also use it to witch-hunt rivals.

Of course the Bill is in direct contravention of the constitutional right to privacy of person. Article 27 (2) says: “No person shall be subjected to interference with the privacy of that person’s home, correspondence, communication and other property.”

 The MPs drew sad comparisons with the dreaded Milton Obote II era when Luwuliza Kirunda, the then internal affairs minister, employed the special detention orders – which sadly Mr Mbabazi is also asking for - to oppress Ugandans.

What they did not say was that Mr Kirunda eventually became an unlikely victim of the detention notice he created himself! It is obviously wrong for Mr Mbabazi to argue that all countries were making similar laws in the interest of national security.

In the US, which as everyone knows, has been the champion of the fight against terror, the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court and the Congress have flatly objected to the enactment of that law amidst intense pressure from the public and the American Civil Liberties Union. 

In many other functioning democracies where privacy of person is almost sacrosanct and held in high esteem, telephone tapping has to be authorised by a competent court. Additionally, un-authorised telephone tapping is a criminal offence.

As MP Magulumaali Mugumya (Independent) rightly stated, the authorities might misuse the law to target unsuspecting critics who might be framed by being sent incriminating messages or mail.

We must not allow civil liberties to be sacrificed at the self-interested altar of national security. Many Ugandans have already spilled enough blood at the temple of injustice.

MPs vow to block phone tapping Bill (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/MPs_vow_to_block_phone_tapping_Bill_80904.shtml 

A new law proposed to legalise phone-tapping by security agencies ran into early trouble yesterday with many MPs vowing to oppose the controversial piece of legislation.

Security Minister Amama Mbabazi tabled the Interception of Communications Bill 2007 before a parliamentary committee on Monday and said it would make the country more secure. 

Mr Mbabazi admitted to MPs that government sleuths currently tap phones but the proposed law would remove the illegality in that practice and allow for evidence collected through phone-taps to be submitted in court.
Members of Parliament from President Museveni’s ruling National Resistance Movement and the opposition, however, said yesterday that they would mobilise support against the Bill because it violates laws on privacy and could be abused by the government to spy on its political opponents.

Addressing a press conference at Parliament yesterday, Lubaga North MP Beti Kamya said the Bill “is part of Museveni’s strategy to stay in power by hoodwinking the public that he is fighting terrorism, which he of recent said was no longer a threat”.

Ms Kamya, from the Forum for Democratic Change, added, “We know that the Bill is coming at this time because of the 2011 general elections to disorganise the opposition.” 

She vowed to organise public demonstrations against the Bill rather than oppose it in Parliament where the NRM enjoys a large majority.

“Parliament cannot do much since two thirds of the House is an extension of the Executive,” she said. “We have only 70 voices in Parliament; the people out there should act.”

Other MPs that Daily Monitor spoke to – including some from the NRM – said the Bill could be used to violate people’s privacy.

Oyam South MP Isha Otto (UPC), who sits on the Information and Communication Technology committee that is set to discuss the Bill, described it as backward. “I will do anything possible to drop that Bill,” he thundered. “Let them not waste people’s time about it because it contradicts the constitutional right to privacy.” 

Shadow ICT Minister Louis Opange (Ind, Pallisa) said, “When we are making laws, we have to consider people’s freedom of expression.”

Criticism of the Bill came from within the NRM ranks too. Theodore Ssekikuubo (NRM, Lwemiyaga) said he would not support the Bill in its current form because it was vulnerable to abuse.

“A person can send a damning message to an innocent person in order to incriminate that person and such a message can be used as evidence by the courts of law,” he said. 

Some MPs spoke out in favour of the Bill. Ms Paula Turyahikayo (NRM, Rubabo) said the proposed law, if enforced effectively, could curb terrorism.

“With the new technology and the rate of crime through electronic transaction, we need it as a country.”

Support for the Bill was scanty. Mariam Nalubega (Youth, Central, Ind), also a member of the ICT committee, said it was well-intentioned but needed streamlining.

“The Bill talks about intercepting emails and postal documents but is silent about the sources involved in transmitting the documents and what punishments they would receive. It should be specific on penalising culprits,” she said.

She also opposed a clause that gives the minister powers to detain an email and document upon interception, saying they may infringe on people’s right to privacy and abuse the law. 

“The authority should be vested in an authority and not the minister,” she said.

Human rights activists say the Bill will only work to infringe on human rights and privacy.

The Executive Director for the Foundation for Human Rights Initiative, Mr Livingstone Sewanyana said the new Bill, if passed into law, will restrict individual rights to express themselves freely.

“The Bill only seeks to narrow the democratic space for people in expressing the divergent views,’’ he said.

The opposition to the Bill is likely to set the stage for a drawn out battle – both in and out of Parliament – between its supporters, especially in the NRM, and opponents including the opposition and civil society groups in favour of civil liberties.

With close to five million mobile phone subscribers in the country and hundreds of thousands of e-mail users, it is not clear how many will support a Bill that would, effectively, open every electronic communication up to security agencies.

Critics of the Bill point out that many countries, including those that have suffered terror attacks, require court to authorise wire-taps and other forms of electronic surveillance, an obligation the current Bill does not have. 

Other MPs who opposed the Bill include Livingstone Okello-Okello (UPC, Chwa), Nagayi Nabila (FDC, Kampala Woman) Alice Alaso (FDC, Soroti Woman) Abura Pirir (NRM, Karamoja). 

Those who supported the Bill included: David Bahati (NRM, Ndorwa West), Aston Kajara (NRM, Mwenge) and William Nsubuga (NRM, Buvuma). 

Climate Change
Rising temperatures threatening livelihoods (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=83267 

The ice caps on the Rwenzori Mountains along Uganda’s western border have receded significantly in the past century and could disappear completely in the next few years, experts said. 

"The results of recent mapping are alarming," Philip Gwage, assistant commissioner in charge of meteorology in the ministry of water and environment, said. "Over the last 100 years, the total glacier area has dropped from 650ha in 1906 to a mere 108ha in 2005. At this rate the Rwenzori will be completely [devoid] of glaciers by 2025." 

Already, melting ice caps have hit water catchments and eco-tourism. Should changes continue at current rates, Uganda would also suffer lower agricultural productivity due to reduced, erratic rainfall and the emergence of new pests, and increased incidences of diseases such as malaria. 

"South-western Uganda, where temperatures have risen by 0.3 degrees in a decade, is one of the hardest-hit areas in terms of disease outbreaks, especially malaria," Gwage said. A two-degree rise in temperature, he added, would see many areas in Uganda losing their main livelihood of cash crops, including coffee. 

Other crops such as cassava and soya would be affected by new pests, despite being staple crops. "There are many negative impacts of climate change," the official said. "These include reduced capacity for electricity generation, which would have an impact on the economy." 

National strategy 

To try to mitigate the situation, the water and environment ministry has prepared a National Adaptation Plan of Action (NAPA). The strategy aims to increase awareness within local communities and will invest in science and technology to facilitate long-term weather forecasting to prepare communities. 

Critics, however, say the government lacks policies and funds to implement comprehensive strategies to contain the impact of climate change. 

"Looking at the current status in Uganda, there is no weather and climate policy, low levels of awareness of weather and climate among population, and inadequate determination of adaptation and mitigation options to control greenhouse gas emissions," Robert Bakiika, executive director of the NGO Environmental Management for Livelihood Improvement, said. 

"The situation in Uganda is alarming," he added. "Over 90,000ha of forest cover disappeared per year yet deforestation is responsible for up to 20 percent of greenhouse gases." 

In addition, the country experienced rapid urbanisation and unprofessional urban planning without eco-housing guidelines, and widespread wetland degradation. 

Malaria 

The NAPA report notes that malaria has increased countrywide, including in south-western highland areas where it was not prevalent before. 

"South-western Uganda, where temperatures have risen by 0.3 degrees in a decade, is one of the hardest-hit areas in terms of disease outbreaks, especially malaria," Gwage told IRIN. 

A NAPA survey found an increase in malaria cases of 43 percent in Ntungamo District, 51 percent in Kabale and 13 percent in Mbarara. 

"There was a general increase of malaria incidences throughout the country, particularly in south-western Uganda where it reached epidemic proportions," notes the plan. In semi-arid areas, tick-borne diseases have also become rampant because of higher temperatures; the tsetse fly belt has expanded; while meningitis and eye infections have increased. 

"Climate change threatens efforts geared towards poverty reduction in an agricultural country like Uganda [where] the majority are peasant farmers relying on rainfall to produce,” Gorreti Nabanoga, dean of Makerere University’s Faculty of Forestry and Nature Conservation. 

"This trend threatens to undo decades of development [and] threatens to frustrate poverty eradication programmes and the Millennium Development Goals [MDGs]." 

Drought 

Between 1991 and 2000, the country experienced drought seven times. As a result, water tables have dropped, leaving many boreholes, on which the rural poor rely, dry and affecting hydro-electric power generation. 

In addition, what little rain fell came in concentrated heavy showers and storms, causing floods in lowlands and landslides in highlands. In 2007, for example, floods hit eastern Uganda, spreading waterborne diseases and destroying crops and infrastructure. 

"A large proportion of the rural poor lack latrine coverage,” Gwage said. “Floods pose serious pollution problems to sources of drinking water, with the potential danger of outbreaks of waterborne diseases such as cholera, typhoid and dysentery.” 

In areas where rainfall could actually increase, greater evaporation due to rising temperatures would undo the benefits. 

"Drought is the single most important and widespread disaster in Uganda,” the NAPA report noted. “It is increasing in frequency and severity, particularly in the semi-arid areas of the cattle corridor. The rural poor, whose livelihoods are dependent on natural resources, are most affected. 

“This has affected food production and led to perpetual dependency on food aid in some parts of the country, for example in areas of Karamoja." 

Karamoja, in north-eastern Uganda, experiences cycles of natural disasters and inter-communal conflicts mainly over pasture, water and livestock. It has received very limited investment. 

In February, the UN World Food Programme noted it was on the brink of a humanitarian catastrophe, after drought cut agricultural output to as low as 30 percent in some areas in 2008. Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) was bordering on emergency levels. 

"Ultimately, the economic crisis and losses of climate change will prevent Uganda from reaching … the MDGs," Bakiika told IRIN.
Global Financial Crisis
EAC business leaders, govt officials meet (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/business/EAC_business_leaders_govt_officials_meet_80866.shtml 

Finance Ministers, Central Bank Governors and Chief Executive Officers of leading companies in East Africa are meeting today to discuss how to cushion their economies against the negative effects of the global financial crisis. 

The one-day meeting, organised by the East African Business Council (EABC), will be held at the East African Hotel- Arusha Tanzania.

It is will identify problems, discuss solutions and make recommendations on how the region’s economies can best deal with the ailing private sector. 

In a communication to Daily Monitor dated March 2, the Executive Director EABC Charles Mbogori said, “We want to seek local solutions to this crisis.” 

The financial crisis, currently affecting the world’s major economies, has rapidly evolved into a global credit crisis resulting in a number of bank failures and declines in various stock indexes and commodities worldwide. 

The crisis, that begun with failures of large financial institutions in the United States, has pushed the world’s major economies into a recession and presents a significant risk to East African economies, which depend on developed economies for aid and trade. 

The region has already started feeling the pinch of the recession as companies like GTV have closed business leaving hundreds of Ugandan and Kenyans jobless. 

Experts predict that East African economies will be hard hit as earnings from major exports such as tea, coffee, cut flowers, and cotton fall because consumers in export markets will reduce spending. 

The US and European have been major consumers of EAC’s exports. Tourism earnings and remittances from people in the diaspora have already begun to decline. Tour companies have cut jobs to reduce expenses. 

In Uganda alone it’s believed that 30 per cent of the tour companies are on verge of closing business.

In addition, the crisis has affected local currencies as investors transfer vast capital resources into stronger currencies such as the yen, dollar and the Swiss franc. 

Mr Mbogori said; “The meeting will give us an opportunity to meet as East Africans and discuss the problems affecting us and also seek solutions to the problems.”

EABC is a body of business associations in Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, and Burundi with the aim of promoting the region’s private sector and global competitiveness in trade and investment. 
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