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Joint Operations against LRA

LRA’s Kwoyelo flown to Entebbe on drip (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/673526 

THE captured LRA commander, Col. Thomas Kwoyelo, was yesterday flown into the country and taken to an undisclosed hospital for treatment of bullet wounds. 

Kwoyelo, visibly weak, on drip and in pain, arrived aboard an Antanov aircraft which landed at the military airbase in Entebbe. 

UPDF soldiers supported him to disembark from the plane. 

On the flight from Garamba, in the DR Congo he was attended to by UPDF field doctor, Peter Alero. 

Agitated soldiers yelled at the LRA commander as he disembarked and writhed in pain. “Does he also feel pain? How?” they asked. 

Measuring about five feet tall, Kwoyelo wore a military jacket with desert camouflage. 

He was received by the airbase commander, Lt. Col. Ham Kaija. 

Kwoyelo was then led to a UPDF ambulance where journalists interviewed him in his native Acholi through an interpreter. 

He said while in custody in Garamba, he had received good treatment from his captors. 

Kwoyelo said some rebels were still interested in fighting on, while he had decided to surrender. 

Narrating the circumstances of his capture, Kwoyelo said he and his fighters landed into an ambush at Ukwa by the joint forces. 

The ongoing offensive, Operation Lightning Thunder in the DR Congo was launched on December 14, 2008.
Museveni, Kabila meet (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/673514 
PRESIDENTs Yoweri Museveni and Joseph Kabila of the the DR Congo met at the Mpondwe border post in Kasese yesterday. 

It was the first time for Kabila to visit Uganda and Museveni to visit Congo since Kabila took over office in January 2001, following the assassination of his father Desire Kabila. 

In the Kasese meeting, the leaders discussed ways to eliminate LRA rebels from eastern Congo, where they have been based for the last couple of years after the UPDF kicked them out of northern Uganda. 

They also resolved to implement the Ngurdoto Agreement signed in the mountain resort of Ngurdoto, Tanzania on September 8, 2007. 

The pact provided the platform for the neighbours to jointly fight the rebels in the Garamba jungles and the normalisation of relations between them. 

The agreement, signed at the time of the peace talks in the southern Sudanese town of Juba, provided the foundation first for Operation Rudia and then for Operation Lightning Thunder, launched in December 2008. The leaders gave LRA 90 days to sign the peace agreement or be attacked. 

Operation Lightning Thunder comprises South Sudan, Uganda and Congo forces. Since the offensive began on December 14, the rebels have been on the run after their camps and gardens were destroyed and many captives rescued. 

The Ngurdoto talks also discussed the Rukwanzi island border dispute. Both Uganda and Congo claim ownership of the island, which is located in Lake Albert. 

Although the presidents did not explicitly refer to Operation Lightning Thunder at the Kasese talks yesterday, army officers had earlier said the meeting would determine by how much time to extend the mission whose deadline expired last month. 

Museveni spoke in general terms after the meeting, which was held in a tent. “We held talks about strengthening measures to fight insurgency in both countries,” he said. 

“There are things we have discussed but we shall not say in public,” the President added. 

Kabila concurred with him. “There are things we have discussed but we will not say in public.” 

In an earlier communiqué, lands minister Omara Atubo, who is holding the portfolio of foreign affairs, said the presidents reviewed the implementation of the Ngurdoto agreement and other protocols. 

Museveni arrived at Mpondwe at 10:45am. Ten minutes later, Kabila emerged from Congo with his ministers. Security was tight on both sides. 

Museveni walked to the border line marked by a bridge over River Lhubiriha and received Kabila. 

After greeting security chiefs, ministers and officials from both sides, the leaders took to the dais for the anthems. 

After that, Kabila inspected a guard of honour and received a 21-gun salute in honour of his maiden state visit. 

The gun salute took residents by surprise and sent them scampering, but they regrouped shortly afterwards. 

After the private meeting, the presidents moved to a tent where VIPs were assembled for the reading of the communiqué. 

Ministers and technical officials from both sides spent the previous three days at Margherita Hotel thrashing out the areas of cooperation. These included joint oil exploration, extension of power from Kasese to DR Congo towns of Beni, Butembo and Rubandi, upgrading diplomatic missions to ambassadorial level in one month and strengthening cooperation. 

Museveni said initially the West had despised Ugandan oil but had turned around to describe it as “world class” and had sent investors to prospect it. 

He said although Congo began exploring oil before Uganda, Uganda had registered more success largely because of decades of conflict in Congo. 

Museveni also proposed the renaming of Lake Albert, which is shared by the two countries, as ‘Mwittanzige’. This is the local name of the lake. 

Kabila said his country and Uganda were brotherly nations and that Uganda could supply eastern Congo with electricity. Kabila said he was happy to drive to Uganda from Kisangani in eastern Congo, which he said showed stability was taking root. 

Kabila welcomed Museveni’s willingness to share experience on oil exploration. “This meeting will go a long way in further cementing our bilateral relations,” Kabila said. 

He called for more such meetings in Kampala or Kinshasa. He invited Museveni to Kinshasa, which he agreed. The Mpondwe meeting was at the invitation of Museveni. Another meeting will be held at a later date. 

The presidents did not field questions. Kabila said tongue in cheek: “I hate questions.” 

Thereafter, the presidents rode in Museveni’s official vehicle into Uganda and greeted crowds at Mpondwe and Bwera towns. “I have brought a guest to greet you,” Museveni said. 

The convoy crossed over to Congo and Museveni too greeted equally enthusiastic Congolese telling them how they had agreed to work together for development.
See Also:

Museveni, Kabila meet in Kasese (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Museveni_Kabila_meet_in_Kasese_80956.shtml 

Eastern Uganda
Govt blamed for low school grades (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Govt_blamed_for_low_school_grades_80970.shtml 

Authorities in Teso sub-region have blamed the government for the continued fall in education standards at primary level.

The Soroti District LC5 Chairman, Mr Stephen Ochola, told Daily Monitor in an interview on Monday that the rising cost of education with increasing poverty makes most parents fail to afford quality education and have been left with the Universal Primary Education (UPE) option.

“But the programme has not done much for our children. The grades have kept dropping every year and something must be done to better educational levels in the region,” Mr Ochola said.

A typical UPE class in Teso has an estimated ratio of 70 pupils to one teacher, a number far above the recommended ratio of 40 pupils to one teacher.

Although the government takes the beating over the fallen standards, parents and local leaders have also been blamed for failing to provide necessary educational materials to children.

“If parents cannot stay for a whole day without having a meal why should a child be expected to stay at school with nothing to eat,” Mr Ochola said.

Feeding pupils while at school has since been a contentious issue with the government and school management committees failing to arrive at a common stand.

“UPE is not supposed to provide everything for the pupils. It is the responsibility of a parent to ensure that a child is comfortable while at school,” the District Education Officer, Mr Michael Etoyu, said.

He says pupils have not also been able to interpret examination instructions well and this has partly been responsible for the decline in educational standards in Teso. Lack of reading materials were also cited as causes of poor performance in the region.

In Soroti, 5,562 students sat for PLE in 2006 and only nine passed in Division One while 1,800 were in Division Two. 

Last year, out of the 6,002 students who sat for the PLE, 27 managed to pass in Division One, which has not been welcomed by the officials. Similar complaints in Amuria, Katakwi and other districts in the region. 

Girl defiled every day in Kumi district (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/673501 

A GIRL is defiled everyday in Kumi district, according to William Kaija, the resident district commissioner. 

Kaija regretted that the majority of the cases involved teachers, who should have set a good example to their pupils. 

“Due to the increasing defilement cases at school, many girls have dropped out, and it is common to find only one girl in a candidate class,” Kaija explained. 

He was recently speaking at a breakfast meeting on the girl child for MPs at the Sheraton Kampala Hotel. 

It was organised by Action Aid International- Uganda as part of week-long activities to the March8, World Women’s Day. The national celebrations will be held in Mayuge district. 

Kaija said 77% of girls in Kumi mainly dropped out of school due sexual abuse by their teachers and lack of sanitary pa 

He disclosed that when he tried to follow up the defilement cases in which teachers were involved, he was shocked to discover that only two had been arrested. 

Health 
2 new polio cases in Amuru (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/2_new_polio_cases_in_Amuru_80960.shtml 

Officials in Amuru on Tuesday confirmed two more cases of polio in the district. 

The report comes hours after Health Minister Stephen Mallinga disclosed that two new suspected cases of the wild polio virus were under investigation in the district but did not say when the results would come out. 

The District Health Officer, Mr Patrick Odong, said the preliminary tests were carried out at the Uganda Research Institute, Entebbe.

According to the LC5 chairman, Mr Anthony Omach Atubu, blood samples of two children aged 20 and 22 months taken for testing in South Africa have turned out to be positive.

Mr Omach told a meeting on Tuesday that the two children were from Labongo-gali Sub-county. The first polio case was reported last week with a 16-month-old baby in Awer IDP camp. 

Dr Vincent Oryem of World Health Organisation warned that the two new cases are a clear indication that there are more children exposed to the virus. 

“There could be over 1,000 other cases which have passed un-noticed,” he said. 

The new results could lend credit to earlier accusations by a WHO official that the government acted sluggishly following the outbreak of the virus in neighbouring DR. Congo, South Sudan and Kenya, but Dr Mallinga has since dismissed the claims. 

Dr Odong said the district earmarked March 22 - 24 for immunisation of all children aged below five. But he said any further delay could lead to a rapid spread of the disease. 

Development partners have advised that hygiene should be observed in camps to fight polio. 

Ms Eva Kabwongera of Unicef said, “We can do the immunisation but we need to deal with the predisposing factors.” 

Polio is an acute viral disease of the nervous system with a wide range of clinical presentations. It is mainly spread through poor hygiene and lack of immunisation.
Mass polio immunisation planned (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/673529 

UGANDA, Kenya, the DR Congo and South Sudan are to carry out a massive polio immunisation exercise starting this month. 

Health minister Dr. Stephen Mallinga said the programme, targeting children of five years and below, will run from March 21 to 23 in high-risk districts. 

He added that the exercise would continue in April in the low-risk districts. 

This follows a confirmed case of the disease in Amuru district, as well as two other suspected cases that are being tested at the Uganda Virus Research Institute in Entebbe. 

Addressing a press conference on Tuesday, Mallinga said the outbreak was a setback, adding that the World Health Organisation (WHO) had declared Uganda polio-free 12 years ago. 

Last month, a polio outbreak was confirmed in Kenya’s Turkana district. The disease was also confirmed in Juba and Akobo districts of Southern Sudan in August last year. 

Rutshuru and Miti-Murhesa districts of the DR Congo also reported cases in March last year. 

Mallinga said in January, the ministry carried out immunisation against the disease in the districts of western Uganda bordering the DR Congo. 

He said they would intensify cross-border surveillance to ensure children of five years and below entering Uganda were screened and vaccinated against the disease. 

Mallinga said health officials would also carry out house-to-house mobilisation and registration of children in the high-risk age group. 

Dr. Joaquim Saweka, the WHO country representative, said the other countries would also carry out the exercise at the same time. 

The director of clinical services, Dr. Kenya Mugisha, said immunisation in Amuru district was fast-tracked and would be carried out on Tuesday next week. 

Tuberculosis on the rise in Gulu (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/673495 

THE number of Tuberculosis (TB) cases among people living with HIV/AIDS in Gulu district is increasing. 

Last year, TB cases in the district rose from 1,369 in 2007 to 1,936, medical workers said. 

This brings to 3,305, the number of TB patients registered in Gulu over the last two years. 

According to Gaudensio Nyeko, the TB focal point person for Aswa Health subdistrict, some patients on treatment have died as a result of defaulting on taking the drugs. 

“In the camps it was easy for health workers to get the TB patients, but since the resettlement process began, it is becoming difficult to trace them, although we are trying to use the village health teams,” Nyeko said in an interview on Monday. 

He attributed the increase in the cases of TB to the resettlement programme because people were not able to visit the health units to get diagnosis. “About 50-60% of the TB patients are HIV/AIDS positive,” he said. 

Nyeko pointed out that in the first quarter of 2008, some 456 TB cases were registered compared to only 317 in 2007. In the second quarter of the same year, the number of TB patients was 409 compared to only 267 in 2007. Meanwhile 409 cases were registered in the third quarter and 662 in the fourth. 

Nyeko disclosed that TB treatment was supposed to be taken to the patients at their homes by the health workers or village health teams. 

Nyeko said TB patients are encouraged to test for HIV. He disclosed that in the past treatment for TB used to last a year, but now it took only eight months for both children and adults. 

According to Nyeko, the TB treatment success rate in the district stands at 83.8%, compared to the national rate of 85%.
Doctors shun Pallisa Hospital (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/673506 

PALLISA district has failed to recruit three medical doctors although the posts were advertised two years ago, the director of health services has said. 

Dr. Andrew Namonyo said this had affected service delivery at the hospital that serves about 470,000 patients. 

“We advertised for medical doctors two years ago, but the service commission has not received any application. We shall have to re-advertise,” said Namonyo in an interview recently. 

“Because the doctors are not enough to handle patients, there has been over-crowding in the wards,” said Namonyo. 

He said doctors shuned to work in Pallisa because of better working conditions in other districts. 

The medical superintendent, Dr. Charles Katimbo, said the hospital had four doctors of the required seven to handle the increasing number of patients. 

Katimbo said the hospital that was built in 1969 needed general rehabilitation. 

A nurse who preferred anonymity said: “We need more nurses. I have not eaten since morning because I have to attend to patients. We are overwhelmed.” 

A patient, Sarah Namusana, said: “We wait for long hours to see the doctors who sometimes come in late.” 

The health minister, Dr. Stephen Mallinga, said the hospital was one of the 100 bed-hospitals in the country that had been earmarked for rehabilitation. 

“Pallisa Hospital has been decentralised and it is not under the Ministry of Health. 

“We only supply drugs. You need to ask the district authorities about recruitment,” said Mallinga, also the MP for Butebo county in Pallisa.
Abim district probes asprin abuse among women (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/673507 

ABIM district authorities are investigating allegations that women use aspirin to stop unwanted pregnancies. 

The district health educator, Roselyn Okello, said she had heard of women using aspirin to stop pregnancy during sex. 

The aspirin abuse was raised by a village health team volunteer, Mary Akech, during a safe motherhood conference organised by the First Lady, Janet Museveni, recently at Hotel Leslona in Moroto district. 

“The women alleged that whenever they used proper pills they had excess bleeding during menstruation,” she said. 

She added: “They take four aspirins whenever they expect to have sex and another two tablets in the morning to prevent unnecessary pregnancies.” 

Mrs. Museveni, also state minister for Karamoja affairs, warned the women against using asprin to stop unwanted pregnancies. 

“The use of aspirin and other herbal medicine if not prescribed by medical personnel puts the women’s lives at risk,” she said.

Regional
Bashir arrest warrant issued (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/673517 

The International Criminal Court yesterday sought the arrest of Sudan’s President Omar el-Bashir for war crimes and crimes against humanity in Darfur. 

The government in Khartoum immediately dismissed the move as thousands of Sudanese took to the streets to vent their anger while allies of Bashir, including the African Union and Russia, said it could undermine peace. 

However, the warrant was hailed by Darfur’s main rebel leader and international rights groups, who said it was an important signal to other leaders. 

ICC spokeswoman Laurence Blairon told a press conference: “He (Bashir) is suspected of being criminally responsible for intentionally directing attacks against an important part of the civilian population of Darfur.” 

“This is the first warrant of arrest ever issued for a sitting head of state by the ICC.” 

The 65-year-old Bashir will face five counts of crimes against humanity and two of war crimes. While Bashir would not face charges of genocide as requested by the court’s chief prosecutor, they could be added to the warrant at a later stage if more evidence emerged, Blairon added. 

She said Bashir bore responsibility for “exterminating, raping and forcibly transferring large numbers of civilians” from the western Sudanese region where a six-year-long conflict has cost thousands of lives. 

Blairon said Bashir and other high level Sudanese political and military leaders had orchestrated and coordinated the attacks. 

Although there was no immediate response from Bashir, his justice minister said Khartoum would not cooperate with the court. 

“We will not deal with this court,” Abdel Basit Sabdarat told Al-Jazeera. “It has no jurisdiction, it is a political decision.” 

On Tuesday, Bashir said any warrant would “not be worth the ink” it was written with. 

However, chief prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo said Sudan was legally obliged to execute the arrest warrant while Blairon said the country could be referred to the UN Security Council if it failed to comply. 

“The government of the Sudan is obliged under international law to execute the warrant of arrest on its territory,” Moreno-Ocampo, who first asked the court to issue an arrest warrant for Bashir last year, told reporters. 

The African Union, which has long argued against any warrant, said it could strike a fatal blow to faltering efforts to bring peace to Darfur. 

“The AU’s position is that we support the fight against impunity, we cannot let crime perpetrators go unpunished,” AU commission chairman Jean Ping told AFP. 

“But we say that peace and justice should not collide, that the need for justice should not override the need for peace.” 

The ICC cannot enforce its own warrants, but suspects can be arrested on the territory of states that signed to the court’s founding Rome Statute. 

The UN says up to 300,000 people have died since the conflict broke out in Darfur in 2003, when ethnic minority rebels took up arms against the Arab-dominated regime for a greater share of resources and power. 

A ceasefire has been agreed between the government and opposition groups but deadly clashes go on in the region. 

Moreno-Ocampo accuses Bashir of personally instructing his forces to annihilate three ethnic groups -- the Fur, the Masalit and the Zaghawa. 

The prosecutor says 2.7 million people have been uprooted from their homes, of whom 100,000 died of causes related to their displacement, such as starvation. 

The Ugandan government yesterday said the warrant was premature. 

Foreign minister Sam Kutesa said in London: “We believe the arrest warrant can be suspended in order to balance getting rid of impunity and getting peace in Darfur.” 

He said Uganda supported the position of the African Union, which warned that the warrant could threaten the ailing Sudan peace process. 

Information and national guidance minister Kabakumba Masiko said: “African leaders should have been allowed opportunity to sort the complaint out. The indictment is wrongly timed.” 

The ICC field coordinator for Uganda, Maria Kamara, said the warrant takes immediate effect. 

Sudanese authorities are required to arrest Bashir under Security Council Resolution 1593, she said. 

“The warrant requires the suspect to be taken into custody and handed over. Even as Head of State he has no immunity.” 

Amnesty International hailed the warrant, saying Bashir must surrender himself to face trial. 

“This announcement is an important signal that suspected human rights violators will face trial, no matter how powerful they are,” said an official, Irene Khan. 

Arrest Bashir: ICC wants Sudanese leader held over Darfur crimes (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Arrest_Bashir_ICC_wants_Sudanese_leader_held_over_Darfur_crimes_80955.shtml 
Government yesterday chose caution over elation after the International Criminal Court issued a warrant of arrest for Sudan’s President Omar Hassan al-Bashir for war crimes and crimes against humanity in Darfur. 

The warrant is the first issued by the Hague-based court against a sitting head of state since it was set up in 2002.
Some 10 people have so far been indicted by the court, including LRA rebel leader Joseph Kony, Bashir, once termed by Kampala as an enemy for supporting Kony’s rebels, is the only sitting president among the group which includes one of his ministers. The rest are leaders of rebel groups. 

The court said it did not find sufficient grounds to include the count of genocide in Bashir’s arrest warrant, but indicted Bashir on seven counts for war crimes, crimes against humanity, murder, forcible displacement and other crimes. 

“Omar al-Bashir’s official capacity as sitting head of state does not exclude his criminal responsibility, nor does it grant him immunity against prosecution before the ICC,” court spokeswoman Laurence Blairon told a news conference. 

Hundreds of demonstrators gathered in central Khartoum to protest the arrest warrant. 

“It is a flawed decision,” said Sudanese presidential spokesman Mahjoub Fadul. “We do not recognise it, nor the court that issued it and we do not care about it at all.”

Tension also mounted in Darfur, where UN officials said hundreds of Sudanese government troops paraded through the regional capital El Fasher in a show of strength. 

The court’s move could hurt prospects for peace in Sudan and pit Western powers against backers of the Khartoum government. 

“The United States believes those who have committed atrocities should be brought to justice,” US State Department spokesman Robert Wood said of the ICC decision during a trip by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton to Jerusalem. 

President Bashir has dismissed the allegations made by the ICC, the world’s first permanent court for prosecuting war crimes, as part of a Western conspiracy. 

China, the African Union and the Arab League suggest an indictment could destabilise the region, worsen the Darfur conflict and threaten a troubled peace deal between north Sudan and the semi-autonomous south -- potentially rich in oil. 

UN officials say as many as 300,000 people have been killed in the conflict in Sudan’s western Darfur region since 2003, while Khartoum says 10,000 have died. 

A further 2.7 million people are estimated to have been uprooted by the conflict, which began when mostly non-Arab rebels took up arms against the government. 

ICC Chief Prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo has accused Bashir of orchestrating a campaign of genocide in Darfur. 

The court said its decision yesterday did not to include a genocide charge but could change “if additional evidence is gathered by the prosecution” and it sought an amendment to the warrant. 

Moreno-Ocampo has acknowledged that help from the more than 100 states backing the court would be urgently needed after the arrest warrant to enforce it. 

Violence has spiked in Darfur in the months leading up to the ICC decision. Sudanese government officials have said they expect Darfur rebels to step up attacks after the court’s announcement. 

Aid workers said Sudanese officials told them to pull some staff out of parts of Darfur earlier this week because the humanitarian workers might be targeted in the aftermath of the ICC decision. 

Moreno-Ocampo requested the warrant for Bashir last July, making him the third sitting head of state to be charged by an international court following Liberia’s Charles Taylor and Yugoslavia’s Slobodan Milosevic.

Both were forced from power and brought in front of international tribunals in the Hague.
Uganda plays for time over Sudan (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Uganda_plays_for_time_over_Sudan_80958.shtml 

The government in Kampala chose to maintain a safe distance offering no comments for or against the warrants the ICC issued against Sudan’s President Omar Hassan al-Bashir. 

Both Henry Okello Oryem, the minister for International relations and Ambassador James Mugume, the Foreign Affairs permanent secretary, said Uganda’s position would remain that of the African Union Peace and Security Council, which sought to have the indictment deferred. 

“We don’t condone impunity, but at the same time we are members of the AU Peace and Security Council,” Mr Mugume said. “We will consider it as AU, and then take the necessary decision.”
Mr Oryem said, “The Bashir issue would be handled only under the auspices of the African Union.”

This kind of reaction means Mr Bashir cannot count on Uganda’s public support as the pressure builds around him, but it also means that Uganda has eschewed the opportunity to speak out on the record in what is a landmark case. 

Announcing the warrants at the Hague, the ICC said its next step will be to ask all countries signatory to the Rome Statute that created it to enforce the warrants. This means that Gen. Bashir can only travel to countries where he is sure that he will not be handed over. 

Mr Bashir, who faces seven counts stemming from his alleged role in Darfur violence, has reportedly been desperate to have the public support of President Yoweri Museveni, but it appears the government in Kampala will use the cover of the AU to stay away from making statements that may stoke controversy at home and beyond. 

Mr Museveni has had a complicated relationship with Khartoum, once accusing Mr Bashir’s government of supporting Joseph Kony’s war against Uganda, and later giving him credit for cutting off links with the Lord’s Resistance Army. 

Mr Museveni reiterated the official AU view during a February meeting of the body. But it is difficult to predict what Mr Museveni’s precise stance might be, considering that it is the first time a sitting president has been indicted.

Human rights lawyers elsewhere in Africa are saying the case could make it easier for Africa’s authoritarian leaders to appreciate the shortcomings of power. 

Mr Livingstone Sewanyana, who heads the Foundation for Human Rights Initiative, a local rights watchdog, said the message from Mr Bashir’s case would be felt in Kampala. 

“It may take long to bring him to justice, but the process itself lends credence to the whole human rights struggle,” Mr Sewanyana said. “The message is that no one is untouchable.” 

Mr Ladislaus Rwakafuuzi, a Kampala human rights lawyer, said Uganda should go out of its way to support the indictment. 

“Uganda should support the indictment,” Mr Rwakafuuzi said. [Those in Uganda who commit similar crimes] should know that the day of reckoning will come--now or in the future. That statement is very important.” 

Ogenga Latigo, the opposition leader in the House, said Mr Bashir’s indictment was a good thing, “if it is going to impose restraints on the way we do business”. 

The New York-based Human Rights Watch said in an e-mailed statement yesterday that the indictment meant that “even those at the top can be held” for serious crimes. 

“With this arrest warrant, the International Criminal Court has made Omar al-Bashir a wanted man,” said Richard Dicker, director of the International Justice Programme at Human Rights Watch, according to the statement. “Not even presidents are guaranteed a free pass for horrific crimes…”
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