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Joint Operations against LRA

Uganda to continue Congo LRA hunt (BBC)

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7926173.stm 

Uganda says the Democratic Republic of Congo has agreed to let its troops continue to pursue Lord's Resistance Army rebels in northern DR Congo. 

Uganda's Information Minister told the BBC that presidents Yoweri Museveni and Joseph Kabila had agreed the deal on Wednesday at the border town of Kasese. 

Congo's President Kabila was reportedly under pressure from some of his supporters to end the Ugandan presence. 

Ugandan troops were due to leave DR Congo at the end of February. 

The operation against the LRA - known as Lightning Thunder - was launched by Uganda, DR Congo and Sudan in mid-December. 

In the wake of the offensive, the rebels have attacked villages in DR Congo and South Sudan and are estimated to have massacred more than 900 people. 

On Tuesday, two people - a man and a woman - were killed on the outskirts of the Sudanese town of Yei. 

And on Wednesday evening, the LRA stormed the home of a chief during a funeral, killing six people and abducting six others. 

Flying missions 

BBC Africa analyst Martin Plaut says some compromise has been achieved between Uganda and DR Congo. 

Ugandan forces based in South Sudan will be allowed to fly in by helicopter on a daily basis to try to hunt down the elusive rebel leader, Joseph Kony.
Three Ugandan battalions - 3,600 troops - are based in Sudan and around 300 soldiers fly into DR Congo at a time to carry on their mission. 

On Wednesday, Uganda's military paraded an LRA commander captured during fighting in the remote forests of Garamba National Park. 

Thomas Kwoyelo is believed to be the LRA's fourth-in-command. 

But LRA leader Mr Kony remains as elusive as he was when the conflict began more than two decades ago. 

His long and brutal rebellion against the Ugandan government has left tens of thousands of people dead, driven some two million people from their homes and destabilised a swathe of central Africa. 

Last year, the LRA leader refused to sign a final peace deal thrashed out at two years of talks in neighbouring South Sudan - prompting the Ugandan military to lead the latest offensive. 

Mr Kony insists that the International Criminal Court withdraw arrest warrants against him and some of his closest allies, before he will sign the deal.
Army captures five LRA rebels (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/673647 

The joint force pursuing the LRA in the Garamba jungles yesterday captured five rebels, including a Ugandan woman who was wife to a rebel commander. 

Margaret Achola, 22, from Kalongo in Pader district and her 14-year-old daughter, Fatuma Angeyo, were captured at Ukwa, south of Ri-Kwangba. 

A Congolese woman, Muka Bitire, with her 14-year-old son, Uboyogo Akumbayo Munu and a boy, Momumangi Tede, 14, from the Central African Republic were also captured. 

Capt. Deo Akiiki, the operation spokesperson said another LRA fighter killed on Tuesday, had not been identified. He said the rebel, who had dreadlocks, could have been the commander of a rebel unit. 

Akiiki said those rescued were part of Thomas Kwoyelo’s group. Kwoyelo was shot in the stomach and captured on Tuesday. He was then flown to Kampala on Wednesday evening. 

Army spokesperson Maj. Felix Kulayigye yesterday said Kwoyelo was being attended to at a military hospital and his chances of survival were high. 

The army said the body of the UPDF soldier who was killed during the battle with Kwoyelo’s group, would be flown to Uganda after informing his family. 

Meanwhile, the Archbishop of the Episcopal Church of the Sudan, the Rev. Daniel Deng Bul Yak, on Monday handed over a petition, on behalf of his Church, the Church of Uganda and the Anglican Church in north eastern DR Congo, to the British Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, at a meeting in London. 

He requested for diplomatic pressure to end the brutal attacks on unarmed civilians by the LRA. 

Deng said although the LRA attacks were the most pressing security issue in Southern Sudan, local violence was still going on and needed to be tackled within the framework of the Sudanese Comprehensive Peace Agreement between the north and the south. 

The petition was signed by Deng, Archbishop Henry Luke Orombi and Bishop George Ande of Aru in north-east DR Congo. 

Ex-LRA Captives Speak of “Devil’s” Army (Institute for War & Peace Reporting)

http://www.iwpr.net/?p=acr&s=f&o=350687&apc_state=henh 

Five South Sudanese abducted by the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army, LRA, have returned home, revealing details of their harrowing experiences and dangerous escapes.

The abductees, including three young women, two of whom gave birth in the bush, fled the LRA during recent battles between the rebels and the Ugandan army.

The clashes followed the mid-December joint Ugandan, South Sudanese and Congolese offensive against LRA bases in the Garamba National Park in northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo, DRC, codenamed operation Lightning Thunder. 

Ugandan soldiers brought the abductees to their base in Dungu, the regional capital of northeastern DRC, from where they were airlifted to Yambio, Western Equatoria, in late February.

Together with their allies, the Ugandans have been pursuing the LRA fighters since their surprise attack on rebel camps in Garamba on December 14.

The attack failed to defeat the rebels, however, allowing them to rampage across the region for the past two months, leaving an estimated 900 Congolese and South Sudanese civilians dead. 

The escapees told IWPR that LRA leader Joseph Kony learned of the attack ahead of time.

“[He] told his men a day earlier there were plans to bomb the camp and ordered all his commanders and other soldiers to leave immediately,” said John Isaac, a 20-year-old former resident of the South Sudan town of Ezo, who had been abducted in March 2008. 

"The first day of the attack, we were in the camp,” he said, explaining that many non-combatants remained even though Kony and his fighters had left. 

Isaac and the other abductees said they despised Kony.

“It seems he talks with his devil gods,” Isaac said. “We prefer him to be called the leader of [the] Devil’s Resistance Army." 

The escapees spoke of their wretched life in the rebel camps.

"All the period we have spent in the hands of the notorious LRA, we were beaten, forced to do hard labour and to kill one another," said Isaac. 

Isaac and some others escaped during the chaos of a rebel encounter with Ugandan forces. He said that the LRA fighters scattered as fighting broke out, enabling him and five Congolese children to run to safety.

“I thought I would not survive,” said Isaac. “Everyone was screaming and the children were crying. We were all praying to Almighty God to protect us.”

They came across some local people, he said, who took them to Ugandan army units based nearby, "We felt joyful when we escaped into the hands of Congolese civilians."

Once the escapees reached the Ugandan army soldiers, they said they knew they were safe. "The soldiers took us to Dungu the following day," said Isaac.

Another escapee airlifted to Yambio, Gislan Nyangi, 16, from Lanya, who was abducted in 2007, told IWPR that she fled with her eight-month-old child while the LRA fighters looted goats, chickens, and dried food from a village they had just raided.

Kony and two of his lieutenants are wanted by the International Criminal Court in The Hague. Two other commanders who were also indicted are presumed to be dead.

Speaking to journalists in Yambio late last month, Uganda army spokesman Captain Adeo Akiiki insisted the Lightning Thunder operation had largely accomplished its goals, despite clear evidence that many of the LRA fighters escaped and went on to commit further atrocities.

"Allied forces’ main aims and targets were to rescue and free the women and children abducted by the LRA rebels, destroy the bases and military strength of LRA forces which were reorganising in the Garamba jungles, and force Joseph Kony to sign the Juba Peace agreement," he said.

"So far we have managed to destroy the camps they have set up in Garamba forests, [and] captured and destroyed some LRA equipment. 

"The allied forces have rescued 265 abductees from Sudan, DRC and CAR (the Central African Republic). Seventy of the abductees are South Sudan citizens, who we have handed over to Western Equatoria state." 

Akiiki said the joint forces have captured more than a dozen LRA commanders and fighters – an estimated 46 fighters were killed in ground operations, while 

100 died in aerial attacks. 

Ugandan troops, he said, continue to find bodies believed to be of LRA rebels. 

The captain rejected claims that the recent carnage wreaked by the LRA was proof that the joint military operation had failed.

“They will continue to make minor attacks in places which they believe are not the stronghold of the allied forces,” he said. 

Akiiki would not speculate on when the DRC operation would end. 

Northern Uganda

Seven held over arson in Gulu (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Seven_held_over_arson_in_Gulu_80994.shtml 

Police in Gulu have arrested seven people in connection with the burning of Lalogi IDP camp.

The District Police Commander, Mr Yasin Ndimwibo, said the suspects attacked the camp setting 120 huts ablaze and raided 45 head of cattle to allegedly avenge the death of their brother identified as Ojok P’Abong, who was killed at a disco within the camp. 

Police could not ascertain the worth of property that was destroyed but nobody was burnt.

“Martin Kilama, one of the suspects held for questioning, stabbed Ojok to death at a disco party in Acet IDP camp,” Mr Dimwibo said.

Mr Ndimwibo said Kilama stabbed Ojok, a Special Police Constable, after a misunderstanding recently. 

Mr Mathew Odong, an eyewitness, said the aggrieved families of Ojok attacked Lalogi IDP camp at dawn.

“They started by blowing horns and burning houses as we fled for safety and later we found that 45 animals had been taken,” Mr Odong said.

While meeting the Lukwo clan (whose kinsman allegedly committed the murder) after the fire incident, the chief of Puranga, Mr Jimmy Ochan Luwala, warned the kinsmen against perpetuating conflict, adding that murder should not be tolerated.

“This meeting is late as we have already witnessed murder but so far we all need to calm down and avoid these acts. The person who killed has done so on his own peril,” Mr Luwala said.

The deceased’s father, Mr Pangaracio Abong, said he was not satisfied with the way police was handling the cases.

Health 
Govt seeks Shs6 billion for polio (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Govt_seeks_Shs6_billion_for_polio_81021.shtml 

The Ministry of Health wants Shs6 billion to carry out urgent mass immunisation against polio for all children below five years, Parliament heard yesterday. 

Appearing before the Parliamentary Public Accounts Committee, Dr Sam Zaramba, the director general of health services, said the Ministry has drafted a Shs6 billion supplementary budget for the exercise. 

The latest outbreak, which comes after a 12-year break, was confirmed last month.

“We have so far selected 25 districts surrounding Amuru for emergency immunisation against Polio,” Dr Zaramba said. 

“We have started with these areas as we wait for the approval of the supplementary budget.” Health Ministry officials led by Minister Stephen Mallinga told a news conference on Tuesday that they had resources for the upcoming March 21-23 emergency vaccination in the high risk 25 districts. The funds being requested now are for the second round of emergency vaccination in the rest of the country next month.

However, speaking to journalists yesterday, PAC Chairperson Nandala Mafabi demanded a speedy conclusion of the supplementary budget and expressed optimism that Parliament would pass it due to the urgency.

But this was not after some enraged PAC members led by Ibanda Woman MP Margaret Kiboijana asked health officials to explain media reports this week that World Health Organisation (WHO) had forewarned government of an impending outbreak, but that the government failed to provide the required funds needed to prevent a resurgence of wild polio which has left children in almost half the country at risk.

In response, Dr Zaramba denied any wrongdoing, insisting that following the August outbreak in South Sudan, a risk analysis carried out in support with WHO showed that 25 districts bordering DR Congo and South Sudan were at high risk and two rounds of emergency vaccination were planned.

Although during the Tuesday news conference, Minister Mallinga insisted that they acted in time, it took the ministry five months to effect the emergency vaccination which ended on February 1, 2009. 

Meanwhile, speaking at the Uganda Virus Research Institute (UVRI) in Entebbe yesterday, Minister Mallinga blamed most of the epidemics plaguing the country on neighbouring countries.

“The polio we have has been confirmed to be the same kind of polio which was found in Juba.

Someone called me this morning about a meningitis outbreak in Yumbe. All this is coming from neighbouring countries,” Dr Mallinga said, as he officiated at an open day organised by UVRI and Makerere University, aimed at popularising scientific research. 

Nebbi, Apac hospitals set for renovation (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Nebbi_Apac_hospitals_set_for_renovation_80996.shtml 

The government has earmarked Shs2.8 billion to renovate Nebbi and Apac district hospitals. 

The renovation of the two hospitals, according to a Ministry of Health official, will start before the end of this month. 

Dr Jacinto Amandua, the Commissioner for Clinical Services in the Ministry of Health, said the government contracted Spencon Construction Firm to refurbish the two hospitals, mid last year but the renovation works never took off. 

He, however, did not explain why the works have delayed this long. Dr Amandua, who inaugurated the rehabilitation project in Nebbi town last week, said the work will be done in two phases, targeting the restoration of the sewer line and water system. 

He said the renovations will also see solar panels installed to light the medical facilities, adding that staff houses will also get a facelift.

“We will consider staffing after the hospital is renovated,” Dr Amandua told the district officials.

RDC Betty Adima warned the contractors against doing substandard work. 

“This [re-development] is something for us and our people. So, we need to see that the workmanship is perfect,” she said.
Ssembabule district has one doctor (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/673657 

SSEMBABULE district has one medical doctor serving a population of over 200,000, the district drug inspector, Chris Ssembagare, has said. 

He added that most of the people relied on self-medication. 

Ssembagare said the district lacked a service commission to employ health workers. 

He was addressing drug shops operators at a one-day sensitisation workshop organised by the National Drug Authority recently. 

The out-going local government state minister, Hope Mwesigye, had instructed the service commission from the neighbouring district of Masaka to handle the recruitment of civil servants in Ssembabule. 

“Our people are now relying on drug shops,” Ssembagare said. 

He added that the drug shop operators had formed an association of 44 licensed members to improve their services. 

Ssembagare said the district also lacked commercial banks, which more drug shops and pharmacies could use to clear their licences. 

“Our people spend between sh20,000 to sh30,000 to travel from Ssembabule to Masaka to access banking services,” he added. 

The NDA officer in charge of the central region, David Ekau, said a Bill on pharmacy management would be tabled in Parliament soon. 

“The Bill will be tough on those who illegally operate pharmacies,” he said. 

He added that it was dangerous for unqualified personnel to run pharmacies. 

Ekau also warned pharmacies and drug shops on the poor storage of drugs. 

“The way you store and handle the drugs determines their expiry duration,” he said. 

Ekau said shaking drug tins also reduced the shelf life of the medicine. 

Education

Japan commits Shs530m to three eastern Uganda districts (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Japan_commits_Shs530m_to_three_eastern_Uganda_districts_80995.shtml 

The government of Japan has sunk $287,270 (about Sh530 million) into the construction of schools and a water project in the districts of Iganga, Mayuge and Busia.

“It’s our conviction that countries like Uganda must invest in education if they are to eradicate poverty and become more competitive in the modern world,” said Japan’s deputy ambassador to Uganda, Masaki Shiga, at the commissioning of 12 classroom blocks and five-stance-pit latrines at three primary schools in Iganga on Tuesday.

“Without investments in education, one can’t talk of meaningful development as it is human capital which is the engine of development,” he added.

The ambassador also commissioned 12 boreholes in Mayuge where he urged the district leaders, school management committees and the project beneficiaries to sustain the projects.

The project coordinator in Iganga, Mr Samuel Batuka, said. “Although the district lies in a belt close to zones with high development indicators in Uganda, it has lagged behind as current statistics show.”

Mr Batuka said more than 100 poor people live per square kilometre in Iganga and that eastern region generally lags behind in terms of teacher-student ratio.

Speaking at the same function, the newly-appointed state minister for agriculture, Aggrey Bagiire, thanked the Japanese government for the support.

He said parents should play their role of providing scholastic materials to children.

Representing Iganga chief administrative officer, Mr Ezekiel Kimpi, said they received $129,316 from the Japanese Embassy for construction of 12 classrooms and purchase of 126 desks in Nabikoote, Bumpingu, Butimbwa and Butogoonya primary schools.

Mr Kimpi said $76,219 (about Shs141m) grant was used for the expansion of Riverside High School in Busia and another $81,735 (about Shs151 million) was used for construction of 12 boreholes aimed at improving access to safe drinking water to the local communities of Busia.
‘Most teachers dodge’ (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/673652 

ONLY 40% of teachers in Government secondary schools report to work daily, education and sports minister Namirembe Bitamazire has said. 

Absenteeism, the minister said, was the main cause of poor school performance. 

Bitamazire said a study conducted last year, showed a lot of laxity among the teachers. 

“The ministers have often been told, ‘come back on Wednesday––that is the day all the teachers are present’. Imagine that!” Namirembe lamented. 

She was speaking to over 170 secondary school teachers from Mukono and Kayunga districts at a workshop on patriotism in Mukono town. 

“Look at our performance. It is pathetic. You report to school once in a week and when the results are out, you ask, where is Bitamazire?” she said. 

“We should be patriotic if we have to lift the quality of education.” 

Reacting to concerns that many teachers had not been confirmed, despite having worked for long, Namirembe said a mass confirmation exercise had been scheduled for July. 

She, however, warned that only teachers without a record of professional crimes would be eligible.
Let’s regulate caning of teachers (Daily Monitor – OPINION)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/opinions/Let_s_regulate_caning_of_teachers_81011.shtml 

Don Wanyama

Sometime in the late 90s, this country was gripped with a raging debate on whether teachers should continue administering corporal punishment to students. Caning was the most used punitive measure then and some schools had taken it to a whole new level—whipping and flogging students.

With cases of students getting injuries and being hospitalised because of canes administered by teachers, the civil liberties’ movement brought pressure to bear on the education ministry, which ultimately banned the practice. The adage “Spare the rod and spoil the child” was buried forever.

In its place, teachers were asked to use more corrective means like counselling to guide learners—never mind if some of these learners---were outrightly hard-headed.

But it looks like the hunter suddenly turned hunted. In the recent past, it is cases of teachers being flogged that are making the headlines. It has now become the norm for many a politician to flog teachers, either found drunk, not in class or even with untucked shirts. 

In March 2008, MP Emily Otekat canned two teachers, Isaac Opit from Omagoro Primary School and Alfred Opolot from Orupe Primary School after he found them drinking alcohol.

Pader Resident District Commissioner Santa Okot Lapolo also about two years back caned a teacher in front of pupils who cheered as the stick landed on the poor man’s behind.

But perhaps the mother of them all was the recent humiliation of Mr Jackson Bushentice, the headmaster of Ombatini Secondary School in Maracha/Terego District.

He had reportedly mismanaged the school and was treating the teachers unfairly. Unwilling to let their school go to the doldrums, the students took matters into their own hands.

After rounding up the headmaster at his home, they administered five strokes of the cane, frogmarched him for 12 kilometres to the DEO’s office and demanded his transfer.

Just picture a haggard-looking headmaster, with his bottom aching, being frogmarched by students, he ideally, should be disciplining! 

It is obvious that the action of these students is rooted in a societal construct that caning is a punitive measure. It is an indictment on those who banned the practice that they might have done a cosmetic duty.

The practice might have subsided but it has never left people’s minds---and at any given opportunity, people will employ it. Even the students who are apparently being shielded.

Maybe we should now critically think about legalising caning but with a view to regulating it—considering that teachers are now becoming victims. We should let all folk and sundry know that before caning a teacher, they should be subjected to a fair hearing.

If the teacher is drunk for example, we may want him to sober up first, and then ask where he got money to “waste” considering his meager earnings. Having heard his side of the story, we can then choose where to administer the strokes. 

The bottoms maybe unfair, since that he must sit as he marks assignments. We can then opt for palms or knocking the ankle. We all got these kinds of punishment at some point.

Surely, if we must cane our teachers, it can be done in an organised manner. But one may want to ask what happened to our teacher of old.

The graceful, respectable village character whom everyone held in high esteem. What happened to the granaries of knowledge and custodians of culture?

Just at what point did teachers lose it that they can now become targets of cane-happy politicians and students?

Development Assistance

Uganda to get sh750b from World Bank (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/673645 

THE World Bank will invest sh750b in Uganda for the next five years to increase productivity of enterprises, access to secondary education and basic health services. 

The projects to benefit from the funds are Energy for Rural Transformation (sh135b), Universal Secondary Education (sh270b), Health projects (sh180b) and the Northern Uganda Social Action Fund (sh180b). 

Speaking at the bank’s head office in Kampala yesterday, the country manager, Kundhavi Kadiresan, said the projects were yet to be approved by the bank and Parliament. 

Kadiresan said the bank hoped that investing in energy would improve access to electricity, adding that only 7% of Ugandans were connected to the national power grid. 

Under the project, he said, the bank would also put emphasis on renewable energy for the general population and solar power for schools. 

Kadiresan said the bank would fund the construction of a 10MW power plant on River Kagera and the Kasese Transmission Line. 

He said part of the money allocated to the free secondary education programme would be used to buy text books and build more classrooms. 

The bank plans to reduce the text book student ratio from one to 11 down to one to four, he said, adding that it also wanted to reduce the students from 100 per class to 60. 

Under the health plan, clinics and hospitals will be constructed across the country, Kadiresan said. 

Peter Okwero, the senior health specialist of the bank, said part of the money would go towards strengthening management of hospitals and the training of personnel. 

The Northern Uganda Social Action Fund Project, one of the bank’s most controversial projects, was slated to end this month, but the bank injected another sh180b, which it said would increase household income and improve standards of living in the war-ravaged region. 

“The project will help the poor to form business organisations to enhance their household incomes. It will also support the rehabilitation of socio-economic infrastructure in the underserved communities,” Okwero said.
NWSC gets sh6.2b grant (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/220/673629 

THE National Water and Sewerage Corporation (NWSC) has signed a sh6.25b grant for improvement of the Kampala-Jinja water supply. 

Dr. William Muhairwe, the managing director, said the project, which is funded by France and NWSC, would start soon. 

NWSC’s board chairman, Ganyana Miiro and the French ambassador, Rene Forceville, signed the sh6.25b grant agreement at the company’s offices on Jinja Road in Kampala. 

Muhairwe said the water supply improvement project had two main objectives; responding to immediate investments and developing a long-term partnership in the water sector. 

He said component A of the project would include Kampala water intake that would commence with the building of new water intake and a pump station with a 210,000 cubic metres per day capacity at the Gaba water treatment plant. 

“Under the same component, construction of a 1,200 diameter pipeline to provide raw water to Gaba 11 and 111 treatment plants would start. Completion of the project will take one year,” Muhairwe said. 

He added that component B of the project would include Jinja water intake that would start with a 30,000 cubic metres per day capacity in Walukuba. 

Rene said: “The project will lead to a drop in the cost of water treatment chemicals,” he said. 

Water minister, Maria Mutagamba, said the funds would be utilised properly. “It is your first time to come on board and offer funds to the water sector, but we shall work together.”

Regional
SUDAN: Southerners prefer diplomatic route (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=83297 

Southern Sudanese leaders will work with the North to seek a political and diplomatic resolution to the decision by the International Criminal Court (ICC) against President Omar el-Bashir, top officials said. 

"The country should remain calm and focus on peace in Darfur and other problems facing it," Pagan Amum, the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) Secretary-General told reporters in the capital, Juba, on 3 March. 

On Juba streets, reaction was mixed. A demonstration starting from Juba University was organised by the ruling National Congress Party (NCP), but the government urged residents to avoid protests. 

Other local residents urged the NCP to cooperate with the ICC, terming Bashir their hero. "Africa seems not aware and must arise if we want a way forward," Ahmed Ismail, a trader in Juba market, told IRIN. "We will welcome him and let him feel at home everywhere in Sudan." 

Sources said some aid workers had left the country. Streets were empty on the eve of the announcement, but heightened security was visible. 

"This matter … will not mean the end of our country, the Sudan or government," Southern Sudanese President Salva Kiir Mayardit said in a statement. "We must move beyond tomorrow [4 March]. This should not be viewed as a crisis but as an opportunity to consolidate peace, justice and stability in our country." 

Warning that the collapse of peace in Sudan would hurt the country and the region, Kiir said the international community had its hands full with problems in the Horn of Africa and the Great Lakes region. 

Calling on Southerners not to harass foreigners, he added: "We must continue facilitating peacekeeping missions of the United Nations, the African Union and all humanitarian agencies. The SPLM will work with its partners in the NCP to politically and diplomatically handle the decision of the Court." 

On fears that the indictment could jeopardise peace, he said the partners to the Comprehensive Peace Agreement would continue to address the conflict in Darfur, and fully implement the agreement while pursuing national reconciliation and healing. 

"I advise SPLM members and other citizens to refrain from demonstrations that may heighten tensions, intimidate other citizens, residents or frustrate in any manner ongoing diplomatic and political efforts to defuse the crisis," he noted.
Bashir can travel abroad - envoy (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Bashir_can_travel_abroad_-_envoy_81023.shtml 

A Sudanese representative in Uganda yesterday said the Khartoum regime had received assurances that several governments would not execute the arrest warrant issued by the International Criminal Court against President Omar Al-Bashir.

While he did not name the governments, the Sudanese Deputy Head of Mission, Mr Abd El-Siddig Mohamed, told journalists at a press conference in Kampala that some of these countries are in Africa and the Arab world and are signatories to the Rome Statute of the ICC. 

The ICC issued an arrest warrant for Gen. Bashir over alleged war crimes and crimes against humanity on Wednesday. The decision has far reaching consequences as it lifts the immunity of a sitting head of state hitherto an unassailable right. 

“The President (Bashir) will conduct his work as usual. He will visit other countries,” Mr Mohamed said, referring to the action of the ICC as a politically-motivated strategy to destabilise Sudan. 

He said the official position of Sudan is that the warrants should be dismissed even if, he added, Khartoum appreciates efforts on its behalf by African and Arab countries to have the warrants deferred or arrested by the UN Security Council.

Uganda, which is the chair of the Africa bloc at the Security Council, is a client of the court and has ratified the Rome Statute but officially backs Sudan over the warrants. 

Kampala is obliged to enforce the warrant but was instrumental in lobbying for a soft approach to the standoff between Sudan and the ICC at the African Union. AU has argued that the warrant would worsen the peace process in Darfur. 

Ban launches urgent appeal to Sudan to reverse expulsion of aid groups (UN News Centre)

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30100&Cr=darfur&Cr1= 

5 March 2009 – Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today appealed to the Government of Sudan to urgently reconsider its decision, taken after an international court’s indictment of the country’s President yesterday, to expel 13 groups aiding some 4.7 million people in strife-torn Darfur.

“The decision by the Government of Sudan to expel 13 non-governmental organizations involved in aid operations in Darfur will, if implemented, cause irrevocable damage to humanitarian operations there,” his spokesperson said in a statement.

With such major actors as Oxfam, Care International, International Rescue Committee and Save the Children, and some 6,500 staff, affected, a UN relief official today confirmed that the expulsions will cut humanitarian capabilities in Darfur by at least one half.

The Sudanese action came immediately after the International Criminal Court (ICC) issued an arrest warrant for Sudanese President Omar Al-Bashir for alleged war crimes and crimes against humanity committed in Darfur.

Reacting to the Court’s decision yesterday, Mr. Ban had pledged that the UN’s humanitarian and peacekeeping operations, with some 25,000 personnel on the ground in Sudan, will continue, stressing the ICC’s status as an “independent judicial institution.”

In his statement today, the Secretary-General stressed that the ejected non-governmental organizations (NGOs) provide impartial humanitarian assistance. 

He also expressed concern about the safety and security of staff members of the groups, stressing that the confiscation of their equipment, money and other materials, which has been reported, “is unacceptable and must end immediately.” 

Sudanese officials have demanded that some organizations turn over a list of their assets and banking details, and some have had computers, communications equipment and vehicles confiscated, according to Catherine Bragg, the UN’s Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator.

Ms. Bragg told a news conference in New York that some international staff working for the NGOs were given only 24 hours to leave Sudan and several staff members were detained for a few hours and then released. 

She said the NGOs affected were: Action Contre la Faim (ACF), Care International, CHF International, International Rescue Committee (IRC), Mercy Corps, both the French and Dutch branches of Médecins sans Frontières, Norwegian Refugee Council, Oxfam GB, PATCO, Solidarite and Save the Children Fund of both the United Kingdom and the United States. 

“These agencies are vital implementing partners for the UN and account for at least half of the humanitarian capacity in Darfur,” she said.

Meanwhile, the African Union-UN Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) reports that the region is relatively calm, with peaceful demonstrations in support of President Al-Bashir taking place today in El Geneina and Zalingei in West Darfur. 

UNAMID personnel continue their routine activities, with UNAMID Police Commissioner Micheal Fryer leading a confidence-building night patrol to two camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs) yesterday, among other patrols covering 28 villages and camps throughout the region, in the past 24 hours.

An estimated 300,000 people have died in Darfur, either through direct combat or because of disease, malnutrition or reduced life expectancy, over the past five years in Darfur, where rebels have been fighting Government forces and allied Arab militiamen, known as the Janjaweed, since 2003. 
PAGE  
1

