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Joint Operations against LRA

Okot Odhiambo surrender a hoax (Sunday Vision)

http://www.sundayvision.co.ug/detail.php?mainNewsCategoryId=7&newsCategoryId=123&newsId=673862 

THE highly publicised surrender of the LRA rebel second-in-command, Okot Odhiambo, could be a hoax. Security sources said the army is holding one Richard Komakech, who is suspected to have been making calls pausing as Odhiambo offering to surrender. 

“This man is a former rebel and had a satellite phones and Global Position System (GPS) which he has been using,” a source said. Efforts to get a comment from the army spokesman were futile as he was said to be in a meeting on Saturday morning. 

The International Organisation for Migration (IOM) announced a month ago that the notorious LRA commander had phoned requesting the organisation to facilitate his return. 

However, since the announcement on the afternoon of January 28, the IOM has been tight-lipped regarding any information on Odhiambo. At best, it said in a press statement on February 3 that it did not have any knowledge of Odhiambo’s whereabouts. 

“IOM has no authority to arrest any individual… Nor does it have any information on Odhiambo’s whereabouts,” read a press statement on its website. 

Questions abound as to whether the organisation was at any one point in touch with Odhiambo. Sources said the organisation could have been a victim of military tactics or conmen. 

The UN mission in Southern Sudan (UNAMIS), which had offered to receive the rebel commander, said in an email to Sunday Vision that for reasons unknown, the rebel commander has not shown up at the agreed point. 

Although UNAMIS was prepared to assist in the return of Lord’s Resistance Army combatants to Uganda, for reasons that remain unclear, none of the combatants had presented themselves at the designated rendezvous point as of the afternoon of Saturday, February 14,” said David Gressly, the UNAMIS Regional Co-ordinator for Southern Sudan. 

Gulu Resident District commissioner Col. Walter Ochora, and also a former rebel fighter of the group Uganda People’s Democratic Army, said the announcement was part of a plan by LRA supporters, especially in the diaspora, to distract the army from following him. 

“I highly doubted it was Odhiambo. You can’t pick a phone and say ‘I am Odhiambo’, when still under the command of Joseph Kony. That would be madness, Odhiambo could not make that mistake,” said Ochora. 

Military intelligence concurred with Ochora, saying the announcement was a military tactic, initiated by Kony’s supporters from outside Uganda. 

“Those are tactics. At the time, the forces had mounted pressure on him and he needed a breather,” said a security officer, who preferred anonymity. 

He added that Komakech could have been pausing as Odhiambo for the reason security is yet to establish. 

Government officials pointed that the announcement by IOM that Odhimabo was defecting and seeking pardon from the Kampala government came out of excitement and it is a lesson for organisations to stick to their official mandate. 

“Their part is to receive and repatriate, it’s a question of organisation sticking to their mandate,” said a government minister. 

According to sources within the LRA camp, northern political leaders and in the Government, the IOM could have been duped by characters interested in benefiting from the war. The first indication of the defection being a hoax appeared when it was revealed that Odhiambo, the laidback, but vicious LRA commander spoke English, when he called both the organisation and AFP news agency. Odhiambo, however, speaks only Luo and Kiswahili. It is also being questioned as to how he accessed telephone contacts and got to know about the IOM organisation. 

However, officials at IOM, who prefer anonymity, argue that the LRA has got contacts and Odhiambo used one of the people to contact them. He said IOM has officials who speak several languages and communication with Odhiambo either in Luo or Kiswahili is possible. He could not boldly state that the person was Odhiambo. 

IOM, however, said it could not rule out the fact that someone could be impersonating Odhiambo. 

“It could or could not be possible, we can’t rule out that,” said the official. 

The Chief of Military intelligence, Brig. James Mugira, said they were still waiting for the IOM to communicate the status of Odhimabo’s surrender. 

“We were not in-touch with him. Everything was being handled by IOM. Any of those (hoax or possible surrender) could be possible,” he said. 

The organisation that closely works with USAID, an organisation that is interested in seeing the LRA leader return, could have fallen victim to the ploy due to its known interest in the return of the rebel leaders. 

Cases of LRA duplicity 

Between 2005 and 2007, a group of former LRA soldiers, together with several characters from across the country duped officials working with NGOs, the army and diplomatic community that they were LRA commanders who wanted to surrender and needed safe passage, satellite phones plus huge sums of money to find their way out. 

Some of their victims are from the military, the US embassy in Kampala and a host of NGOs operating in northern Uganda. Last year, the army was conned by former rebel commanders Sunday Otto and Odong Ochoa of million of shillings. The duo alleged they were Col. Bwoni, who had defected and wanted to surrender, but needed a safe passage and satellite phone to be able to communicate with them. 

However, when the army later traced the satellite phone numbers, it was traced back to Kampala and Gulu areas. The duo was arrested, charged and only released two weeks ago after eight months in jail. Richard Komakech is also suspected to have made calls claiming to be Bwoni. 

According to military intelligence, the former rebels apparently never declared some of the satellite phones when they surrendered. After they were granted amnesty, they embarked on the mission. 

Earlier in 2006, former LRA commander Maj. Richard Odong Okao, Col. Leonard Lubwa and one Johnson Gonwon, duped a diplomat at the US embassy, claiming they needed $100,000 to surrender. 

The embassy, however, smelt something fishy and set the trio up and they were arrested in, Pabbo area, Gulu District. The group would con individuals, groups, NGOs and diplomats, at times for as little as sh800,000. 

Surrendering LRA commanders have been given a monthly stipend as they wait for integration into civilian life. Sam Kolo and Kenneth Banya, a spokesman and senior commander in LRA respectively, each get sh600,000, an equivalent of the monthly pay of a UPDF Major. 

Pardoned rebels in gun crimes 

Pardoned former LRA members, who allegedly hide their weapons from the authorities, are being blamed for a series of gun crimes across northern Uganda. Over 30,000 LRA fighters have returned home since the Amnesty law came in place in 2000. 

“There are a few who came back with weapons and returned them, but many others are still hiding their guns. I appeal to anyone who is still hiding his gun to bring it to us, if not then we shall harshly deal with that person,” Col. Ochora, said last year. 

The most notorious recent case of ex-rebels returning to crime came to light on October 22, 2008, when the Police in Apac District arrested the former LRA operations director, Onen Kamdulu, and former ranking rebel commander, Maj. Thomas Opiyo, and charged them with aggravated robbery. 

Four other former junior LRA commanders: Justin Odongo, Joseph Okot, Bitek Okot and Patrick Ayella, were also detained in connection with the incident. 

The suspects were arrested with three semi-automatic rifles along with 146 bullets and a loaded pistol. The weapons were allegedly used to rob local fish sellers in Apac. 

One of the former commanders, Maj. Odongo Kao, was also netted in June 2006, by security operatives at the Busia border crossing with two women, including LRA leader Joseph Kony’s wife. They were found with five children trying to cross into Kenya. They were on their way to join Kony in Garamba National Park in the DR Congo. 

Hundreds of IDPs flee to Yei in wake of LRA attack (New Sudan Vision)

http://www.newsudanvision.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1547:hundreds-of-idps-flee-to-yei-in-wake-of-lra-attack&catid=1:sudan-news-stories&Itemid=6  

Saturday, 07 March 2009 16:10
Hundreds of displaced people have streamed into Yei town following an attack by armed men believed to be members of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA). 

The attack on the communities of Yembe and Sanja-Siri, about 6 Km from Yei, and along the Yei-Maridi road, claimed four lives: two women and two men, sources say.

Witnesses from the area say about nine men, five armed with guns and the rest with machetes and clubs attacked the communities this week. Earlier in the week, the armed men captured a forest guard at the Kogulu Forest, but he managed to escape and was undergoing a debriefing with security personnel in Yei.

Accounts from Yei say the guard revealed that the armed men spoke a variety of languages, including Arabic. The men were said to be following the Yembe stream in the Gbilone area and on the Maridi road. It is believed that they could have crossed the Maridi road to Minyori village and Mukaya Payam.

Residents in the area fear the group may move towards Old Khor Levi to a location called Kirikwa along an old footpath. Witnesses also think the group might have broken off from a larger LRA contingent. Although authorities in Yei put the death toll at four, a church elder in the town, who did not want to be named for security concerns, said the displaced say the armed men killed ten people.

At 5:30 PM on Saturday, Yei County commissioner, Colonel David Lokon’ga went on air to reassure residents of the town that the government was doing everything possible to contain the situation.

Lokon’ga said SPLA soldiers have been deployed to Kirikwat, Sanja-Siri and Old Lasu. He encouraged the displaced to return to their homes.

“He also urged the local people to use any available weapons, be it, pangas, guns, spears, bows and arrows to defend themselves,” said the church elder, adding that the displaced are unlikely to return because they still fear for their lives.

“Some of them in my own compound told me they cannot bear to see the sight of meat because of the human flesh they saw being sliced out from the dead, a horrifying mode of killing not seen in the 21 years of our own liberation struggle,” he said.

LRA attacks have been on the rise in the neighbouring state of Western Equatoria, but Yei town and its vicinity have largely been spared the rebels’ wrath. However, questions still linger about the identity of the attackers but the mode of killing, which involved hacking and slicing, is consistent with previous LRA tactics.

The displaced are currently being accommodated in the Freedom Square in Yei. However, some are said to have found lodging with relatives in the town. The immediate concern facing authorities is how to feed, clothe and find shelter for the displaced, said the elder.

“We are obliged to ask the UN agencies like UNHCR and other NGOs for assistance to the IDPs.”
Northern Uganda

Soldiers to be tried over Koboko shooting (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/673971 

THREE UPDF soldiers who were involved in the shooting that sparked off riots in Koboko town on Friday have been arrested. 

Cpl. Maseruka Esenania, who is the head of revenue enforcement at Oraba border post, Cpl. Wilson Tumwebaze and Pt. Gerald Muhumuza were apprehended on Saturday as the Police launched investigations into the incident where two people died and two sustained injuries. 

The Police identified the dead as Aloro Denaya and Cosmas Data both from Nyagilia village, Midia sub-county. They were buried over the weekend. 

The duo were shot in the confusion that erupted when a mob attempted to lynch the Uganda Revenue Authority (URA) enforcement officers who were carrying out an operation against smuggled fuel in Koboko district. 

The mob later burnt the URA car and vandalised the URA offices. Electronic gadgets, impounded goods and documents, including tax files were destroyed. 

Army spokesman Maj. Felix Kulayigye said the three soldiers would be aligned before the General court martial during an open session where civilians are allowed. 

However, the URA northern customs boss, Daniel Arorwa, said: “These were soldiers seconded to us by the army. The incident occurred when they were on duty. They found the culprits with 240 litres of smuggled fuel. In the process of impounding it there was a scuffle. People started stoning the soldiers and smashed the wind screen of their car.” 

Arorwa explained that on sensing danger, the operatives shot in the air to scare away the mob. 

“But the stones were so many and some people wanted to disarm them. That is when they shot and a bullet hit a boda boda rider,” Arorwa said. 

He suggested that the soldiers should appear in a civilian court to allow ample time for investigations. 

However the UPDF 4th Division commander, Brig. Charles Otema, said: “The UPDF cannot tolerate a situation where you are in uniform and become trigger happy. That is against our code of conduct. They will face the Court Martial,” Otema said in a telephone interview yestarday. 

He said the court would be convened within a week in Koboko town. 

The Arua URA office contributed sh200,000 in burial expenses to the two bereaved families. 

Arorwa said the office would re-open after repairs. 
Acholi ask government for tractors (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/673963 

ACHOLI commercial farmers have requested the Government to get them tractors on loan at subsidised prices. The farmers requested that the Government pays 50% of the cost of each tractor. 

The chairman of the Acholi Commercial Farming Union, Eng. Noah Opwonya, said they wanted to embark on full-scale commercial farming now that the LRA war was coming to an end. Opwonya was speaking during a farm exhibition at Kaunda Grounds in Gulu. 

He requested the Government to give the commercial farmers three years to pay for the tractors. 

Opwonya urged the farmers to support government development programmes. 

The union thanked Farm Engineering Industries for donating a new tractor to them to start farming in the sub-region. 

Energy minister Eng. Hillary Onek said he would convince the Government to consider the farmers’ request. 

Onek said President Yoweri Museveni wanted to see that each sub-county had at least one tractor.

Eastern Uganda

Mbale Police rescues four kidnapped minors (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Mbale_Police_rescues_four_kidnapped_minors_81209.shtml 

Police in Mbale have rescued four minors who had been kidnapped and taken to Kenya as child labourers. 

The girls, identified as Evelyn Nabwoko, 8, Sharon Amina, 6, Monday Nakawola, 7, and Mwajuma Muduwa, 8, were allegedly abducted by Ms Mary Otieno Namutosi through her sister Ms Anna Namutosi of Namatala in Mbale municipality in February and taken to Amboke village, in Siaya District in Kenya.

The Mbale District CID officer, Mr Grant Tabo, said they began the search after a tip-off from one of the minors who was playing with the four children before they disappeared.

“Upon receipt of the tip off, we arrested Anna Namutosi. She confessed to have coordinated the abduction of children on behalf of her sister Mary Otieno Namutosi who lives in Amboke village,” said Mr Tabo. 

He said they found the four girls in Siaya with the help of the Ukwara police chief inspector. 

“We found Ms Mary Namutosi in the home where the children were living but we did not find her husband, Mr Jude Otieno. We arrested her, recovered the children and brought them back,” added Mr Tabo.

He told journalists last week that the two sisters will be charged with kidnap. 

Ms Anna and Mary Namutosi consented to have abducted the children but said they had no bad intentions.

“I am married in Kenya and I am barren so I needed some children to stay with. That is why I decided to steal the children to show my husband that I had some children in Uganda whom I had produced,” said Ms Mary Otieno.
See Also:

Four kidnapped children found in Kenyan village (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/673947 

Health 
Polio Virus creeps back as children miss Immunisation (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/9/34/673927 

IMAGINE your bouncing baby suddenly becoming paralysed and eventually lame for the rest of his life. This is the story of a 16-month old baby boy from Awer Internally Displaced People’s camp who was admitted to Lacor Hospital with weakness in the limbs only to test positive for the deadly ‘type A’ polio virus. 

Polio, which was last reported in Uganda 12 years ago, is a severe disease that leaves 2 to 4 % of its victims lame. 

The youngster from Awer will probably never remember if he ever walked since he is too young. But for the mother, it is a painful experience. “It broke my heart when the baby’s mother asked: ‘Will my baby be able to walk again?” says Dr. Joseph Wamala, an epidemiologist at the Ministry of Health. 

“We had been explaining how physiotherapy could help her baby. When we asked whether she had any question, that is all she asked, with tears in her eyes,” he recalls. 

Missed vaccination 

Unfortunately, this mother’s pain and Wamala’s fears could become familiar with many other parents soon because the health ministry says many children missed some of their polio vaccination doses and are at risk of getting the disease. 

Worse still, not all cases are identified. “For every two cases diagnosed, there are over 100 others at large but with no symptoms yet,” he says. 

What is Polio? 

Wamala says Polio is a highly infectious disease caused by a virus and spread through faeces. 

“The virus enters the body through the mouth as a result of poor hygiene and multiplies in the intestines. The virus can invade the nervous system, causing total paralysis in a matter of hours in either the hands or legs, he says. 

“The commonest presentation though is paralysis of the legs because the virus tends to go for lower nerves of the spinal cord.” 

Wamala explains that 1% to 2% of those infected get permanently paralysed and, of these, 5% to 10% die. “It affects the chest muscles particularly the diaphragm and in the absence of artificial ventilation, you die,” he says, adding that 98% of exposed cases remain without symptoms although they can still shed off the virus. 

“Although paralysis is the most visible sign of polio infection, few cases manifest this way. The virus can spread widely before cases of paralysis are seen,” he says. 

“Since most people with the polio virus have no signs of illness, they are never aware they have been infected. After the initial infection, the virus is shed in the faeces for several weeks. During that time, polio can spread rapidly through the community.” 

Who is most at risk? 

A global polio eradication initiative comprising of the World Health Organisation, Centres for Disease Control and UNICEF, says polio can strike at any age, but affects mainly children under three (over 50% of all cases). 

“Initial symptoms are fever, fatigue, headache, neck pains, diarrhoea, vomiting, abdominal pain, and pain in the limbs,” the coalition says on their website, www.polioeradication.org. 

“Beyond the age of five we assume one has developed immunity or developed the relevant antibodies after infection,” says Wamala. 

However, immune or partially-immune adults and children can still be infected with polio. “The child from Awer was partially immunised. 

When he developed a fever, he was rushed to the health centre. The health workers treated him for malaria but realised that he had not been fully immunised and gave him a polio vaccine. 

“Unfortunately, the virus had already started manifesting and the vaccine boost could not do much. At first they associated the paralysis with the side effect of the vaccine, but after taking samples, we found polio,” Wamala explains. 

However, even with full immunisation, there is still risk which could be posed by the conditions under which the vaccine is stored given the warm conditions. 

“The vaccine should be kept in cold temperatures. However, during transportation and storage especially at lower level health facilities, anything could happen to jeopardise it. 

It is not a significant factor but it cannot be entirely overlooked,” Wamala says. 

Immunity 

“Nonetheless, with 90% of the population immunised, one is bound to benefit from ‘herd immunity’. This means even if one was not immunised, they benefit from being surrounded by several others who were immunised,” he adds. 

Prevention 

Other than immunisation, Wamala says polio spread can be minimised through good hygiene and sanitation. “This includes washing hands before preparing, serving and eating food, after using the latrine or toilet and after changing babies’ diapers or nappies. 

Construct a latrine to dispose of faecal waste and keep the compound clean and free of rubbish,” he advises. 

Wamala says Awer camp, where the recent case was reported, is one of the dirtiest camps. “The risk factors were very evident. You have to move carefully lest you step on buveera’s full of pupu,” he reveals. 

Treatment 

Dr. Ambrose Talisuna, an epidemiologist and former assistant commissioner for epidemic surveillance in the health ministry, says because no drug has proven effective, treatment of symptoms is the best option. 

“Once it presents, it cannot be reversed. We have to take special precautions to minimise infection. The legs will remain weak once the paralysis starts and it is painful,” he says. 

“We wait for the pain to subside then we refer the patient for physiotherapy so the leg does not get deformed. 

Usually people keep the leg in awkward positions as they try to find some relief from the pain and it may bend or form a contracture. 

If the child was walking, we take the mother through steps on managing the disability,” he explains. 

Talisuna says they also manage the fever and other symptoms but regrets that while physiotherapy can improve mobility, it cannot reverse permanent polio paralysis. 

He says children whose legs are paralysed by polio often require crutches, special braces or wheelchairs to move about. 

Government reaction 

The Government has been accused of failing to respond when the WHO warned, early this year, that the health ministry should start countrywide polio vaccinations following reported cases in the neighbouring countries of the DR Congo and Sudan. 

“True,” Wamala concedes. This virus has been imported from the neighbouring countries. Ideally we should have immunised children in the districts neighbouring these countries but as it was indicated in the media, there were some delays.” 

He says the affected districts are those along the great North Road from Sudan. “We have reason to believe that the importations are from Sudan since there were about 10 reported cases in Sudan,” he says, noting that there are 34 high-risk districts in south-western Uganda, Bunyoro, Toro, West Nile, Acholi, central region and Karamoja. 

The districts are Amuru, Kotido, Kaabong, Abim Moroto, Nakapiripirit, Kamwenge, Kabarole, Kibale, Kyenjojo, Hoima, Buliisa, Masindi and Nebbi. 

Others are Arua, Maracha, Koboko, Yumbe, Moyo, Adjumani, Gulu, Oyam, Lira, Pader, Kitgum, Apac, Dokolo, Kampala and Wakiso. 

“It is advisable that people in these districts respond to the booster immunisation schedules,” Wamala says. “We have reason to worry because polio causes lameness. Imagine telling a mother that her child will never be able to walk again. 

Besides, for a country that had been declared polio-free for all these years,” Wamala says. 

Way forward 

According to Wamala, the ministry has increased surveillance by identifying focal persons for every health unit for daily reporting. 

“One village health team member has also been identified in each sub-county to report suspected cases in the community. This will be sustained for up to 70 days after the last confirmed case,” he says. 

Mass immunisation 

“Registration of all children below five years per household has started in preparation for the house-to-house immunisation campaign set for March 26 to 28. A second round will be held between April 24 and 28. 

How can polio be prevented? 

Dr. Joseph Wamala says there is no cure for polio; it can only be prevented through childhood immunisation. 

“Polio vaccine, given multiple times, almost always protects a child for life. 

Full immunisation will markedly reduce an individual’s risk of developing paralytic polio,” he says. 

He explains that the health ministry offers routine immunisation for every child below one year comprising : four doses:at birth, at six weeks, 10 weeks and 14 weeks. 

“For some reasons, mothers skip some doses and that undermines the immunity that the vaccine is intended for. 

Others have misconceptions that the vaccine will make their children sick especially when they develop fevers,” he says.
Adjumani gets sh240m clinic (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/673962 

INTERNALLY displaced persons and the people of Ogolo village, Ndzaipi sub-county in Adjumani district have commended the European Union (EU) for the construction of a sh243m health centre II in the area. 

EU constructed the health centre through the Northern Uganda Rehabilitation Progra-mme (NUREP). Construction work, which took four months from December 2008, cost sh213m. 

NUREP programme manager Paint Bakema said Ogolo Health Centre would receive sh30m from the programme to furnish and stock it. 

This would bring the total cost of the centre to sh243m. 

Adjumani district health officer Dr. Alice Vuchiri applauded the EU for boosting the health sector. 

She added that NUREP had constructed 11 out of the 37 health units in the district. 

Vuchiri asked the residents of Ogolo to maintain the heath centre, saying it would cater for women during child birth and treat malaria, especially among children. 

Northern Uganda state minister David Wakikhona, who commissioned the health centre recently, said NUREP was implementing the Government’s sh1.1 trillion peace, recovery and development plan. 

The plan is meant to cater for 40 districts in the north, east and north-eastern Uganda that were affected by the 22-year-old Lord’s Resistance Army war, those affected by the war during the Idi Amin regime and the Karimojong cattle rustlers. 

HIV/AIDS- Will law on Intentional spread reduce Infections? (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/9/34/673913 

WHEN Zubeida Najjuka discovered that her husband of 20 years was HIV-positive, she was devastated. 

Her husband, Umar Kamoga, had known his status for five years but had not told her. Although her HIV test results were negative, Zubeida believes her husband is evil. 

There are many reasons people do not reveal their sero-status to their partners. They range from fear of stigmatisation to fear of abandonment. 

On the other hand are people who have sex with people who are not their regular partners without revealing their HIV status. Some may be malicious while others are simply trying to come to terms with being HIV-positive. 

Against this background, the Government has drafted a Bill that criminalises intentional transmission of HIV, either through forceful sex or by deliberately withholding information on ones Sero-status. 

The Bill gives Ugandans the responsibility to take ‘reasonable steps and precautions to protect themselves and others from HIV infection’. 

The Bill also criminalises discrimination of HIV-positive individuals and provides legal parameters within which HIV testing and counselling services should be provided. 

Tanzania, Mali, Kenya, Sierra Leone and Malawi have also come up with such legislation. 

Criminalisation of intentional transmission of HIV has raised concerns among those involved in HIV programme planning and implementation. 

The UN’s Joint AIDS Programme (UNAIDS) issued a policy brief urging governments to “limit criminalisation to cases of intentional transmission — where a person knows his or her HIV-positive status, acts with the intention to transmit HIV, and does, infact transmit it”. 

Mariam Nalubega, the Youth MP sits on the standing committee on HIV/AIDS. She says: “The primary objective of this law is not to sentence people but to prevent transmission and in the process reduce new infections”. 

However, analysts say there is no evidence to show that such laws can cause reduction in new infections. The HIV epidemic responds to population-based interventions and changes in behaviour, therefore locking up two or three people every year will not cause any difference in its progress. 

Epidemiologists say the dynamics involved in calculating infection per sexual act are so many that ascertaining exactly where an individual picked an infection may be costly. 

There are diverse views on how the Bill should be implemented. Margaret Muyimbwa of Makindye Kiruddu Zone says: “There are cases when people tell you: ‘I had sex with you to infect you’. This calls for disciplining.” 

But how far can the law go in dishing out punishment? For instance, should HIV-positive mothers be jailed if they give birth to positive babies, or should HIV-positive women be barred from getting pregnant? 

In Sierra Leone, pregnant HIV-positive women were forced to abort. There is no evidence though to show that new HIV infections have gone down. 

Richard Semakula of Bweyogerere feels the proposed law will mess up families. “We are going to see lots of children without fathers and mothers. 

This law can work in cases of defilement but with married adults it is complicated. How will you prove that one deliberately infected the partner?” he asks. 

The United Nations Development Programme’s HIV and Development Programme states that a law criminalising intentional transmission of HIV needs to be implemented with extreme care, otherwise it “may obstruct an appropriate response to the HIV epidemic”. 

The argument is that many people may fear to seek HIV services like counselling and testing lest they are labelled ‘potential criminals’ in case they test HIV-positive. 

In most cases, this kind of legislation is meant to protect women whose spouses do not reveal their HIV status, yet women do not have the socio-economic muscle to negotiate safe sex. This situation translates to young girls who have sex with older men for economic benefits. 

Activists argue that it is such socio-economic imbalances that governments should focus on instead of criminalising HIV transmission. 

Ronald Mubiru of Makindye says: “The law should target old men and women who initiate young people into sex for selfish ends. 

The underlying issue here is to address conditions like poverty that render young people vulnerable to sexual exploitation and possible infection.” 

The International Community of Women Living with HIV/AIDS says since women are usually the first ones to know their HIV status due to their frequent interaction with the healthcare system, they may be victimised by their spouses and communities. 

Paul Kaddu from Mukono says the law is double-edged and therefore caution should be taken. “On the face, it sounds good; but with issues of evidence, it gets complicated. It should be limited to rape, defilement and forced sex. 

The Government should give out more information and re-awaken people to the dangers posed by HIV. With this law, we are holding the tail end of the snake; it can easily turn and bite us!” he says. 

Judging from what has happened elsewhere; Uganda is taking a rocky path with this Bill. Implementing such a law may jeopardise what has been achieved and lead to stigma, yet it is not likely to cause any reduction in new infections. 

Instead, existing laws like those on rape and defilement and intent to cause bodily harm or injury should be strengthened. 

Highlights of the Bill 

Clause 39, section 1 of the Bill reads: ‘A person who intentionally transmits or attempts to transmit HIV and AIDS to another person commits an offence of intentional transmission of HIV and AIDS and shall be liable, on conviction, to 10 years imprisonment or a fine not exceeding 50 currency points (sh1m) or both’. 

The law exempts individuals who infect others without being aware that they are infected with HIV and cases where the other person is aware of the risk and voluntarily accepts the risk, or if attempts were made to use reliable protective measures like a condom before penetration.
Mulago to expand cancer clinic (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/19/673951 

MULAGO Hospital is to expand the cancer clinic, the deputy director, Dr. Iscaa Ezati, has said. 

Opening the regional training course on the management of gastrointestinal cancers at the Ivy Hotel in Wakaliga on Monday, Ezati said a new clinic would be opened in western Uganda. 

The training was attended by doctors from India, Italy and Egypt. 

Gastrointestinal cancer affects the digestive system. It attacks the throat, stomach and pancreas. 

Ezati said the institute had received sh1b for the project, adding that a contractor had been identified. 

“The hospital also wants to expand the human resource department,” he said. 

Dr. Joseph Kigula, a senior consultant and head of the radiotherapy department, said cancer of the alimentary canal had also increased, adding that the clinic received four to five cases daily. 

He called on the Government to provide the institute with equipment, saying there was only one machine to detect the cancer.
Acute malaria? Try a spoonful of plain sugar (East African)

http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/magazine/-/434746/542568/-/15lqqxd/-/index.html 

Spoonfuls of sugar could save the lives of children with severe malaria, a new study says. 

In severe cases of the disease, a child who is vomiting and not eating properly may have low blood sugar, which can lead to coma and death, says Peter Olumese of the World Health Organization’s Global Malaria Programme. 

“Hypoglycaemia (low blood sugar) requires rapid treatment, lest it kills the patient faster than the malaria itself,” he says. 

In remote malaria-endemic areas with no trained medical staff or intravenous equipment to drip glucose, spoonfuls of sugar should be held under the tongue for quick life saving absorption. 

The study calls this a “child-friendly” emergency remedy. 

In the Swiss-funded study of 23 children with severe malaria in Mali, 14 children with severe malaria received water-moistened sugar every 20 minutes held under the tongue while nine others received glucose intravenously. 

Researchers found that the teaspoon of sugar worked as well as the drip to increase blood sugar. 

Among children who kept the sugar under their tongues, the sugar levels of all but one increased to normal within 10 minutes. 

But Olumese said while sugar is a potential life-saver, it can be deadly without proper follow-up. 

“There are patients who may be cured of malaria, but who may be killed by improperly administered glucose. The good thing is that glucose can be absorbed into any surface, but sugar under the tongue is not an ideal treatment.” 

He said in the absence of qualified medical staff, as is often the case when the sugar remedy is used, it is hard to know how much glucose has been given. 

Also, it is difficult to ensure proper follow-up after the first “high dose” jolt to the patient.
Olumese said another risk of the treatment is that comatose patients in severe stages of malaria lose their “gag-reflex” to prevent sugar from entering the lungs and causing infection. 

Thomas Bisika, the University of Pretoria public health professor and former head of the African Union’s health division, said the practice is promising because of its practicality.

“In many settings, this may be the only care people have.” But he said more research is needed before sugar can be recommended as a standard treatment for hypoglycaemia. 

“We do not know the factors that could have affected the study’s outcome. What were the children eating, for example? It could have been something other than sugar doing most of the work. What worked in this community may not work in others.” 

There were about 250 million cases of malaria in 2006, mostly in sub-Saharan Africa, according to WHO. 

Education

47 primary schools closed (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/18/673956 

A total of 47 private primary schools have been closed in Bundibugyo district, writes Hope Mafaranga. 

The district education officer, Willy Nshabiirwe, said the schools did not meet the minimum standards and requirements spelt out by the Education Act 2008. 

“The schools have been closed to safeguard the lives of the children and improve education standards,” Nshabiirwe wrote in a circular addressed to the proprietors and directors of the schools. 

He said most of the schools lacked building plans, lease offers and land titles, adding that the head teachers did not also have the minimum qualifications. 

Nshabiirwe said the move followed a report by inspectors that said the physical, health and moral welfare of the pupils was not adequately being provided for in the schools.
Teacher’s assessment begins (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/673974 

THE Education ministry will assess teachers on the handling of the new Thematic Curriculum for the lower primary level. 

The exercise will examine whether Primary One, Two, and Three teachers have enough skills to use the curriculum that was initiated in 2007. 

Connie Kateeba, the director of the National Curriculum Centre, said the programme emphasised teaching themes like schools, homes, and communities rather than subjects. 

A team of 50 supervisors will examine how teachers handle lower classes in various districts. 

The team, whose three-day work starts today, comprises of specialists from the directorate of education standards, the Uganda National Examinations Board, the teachers’ association, Kyambogo University, and the Forum for Education. The curriculum involves teaching in mother tongues. 

Speaking at the headquarters in Kyambogo, Kateeba said the programme followed reports of low literacy and numeric levels among primary leavers. 

“The curriculum will bring learning closer to the child for easy comprehension,” Kateeba said. 

“A child who knows how to read and write in Luganda or Lunyankore, finds it easier to learn English,” she said. 

Local Government
EC sets nomination dates for LC polls (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/673978 

THE Electoral Commission (EC) has set April 7 and 8, as dates for nomination of candidates to contest in by-elections for local council seats in new sub-counties, town councils, parishes and wards. 

In a statement issued on Friday, the EC said the exercise would be conducted at the district registrar’s offices in the respective districts from 9:00am to 5:00pm each day. 

The acting chairperson, Dr. Jenny Okello, also issued guidelines to be followed by candidates. 

The guidelines require candidates to be registered Ugandan voters. 

Public officers, the rules say, should present proof of resignation during nomination. 

Candidates are also required to be physically nominated by two registered voters from the area. 

Those vying for the posts of chairpersons in the municipality, town council, division and sub- county, are required to present names and signatures of 20 people supporting their nomination. 

Candidates for the positions of LC councillors from district to sub-county level are required to present five people supporting their nomination. 

Okello said candidates vying for the municipality chairpersons’ seat were required to pay a nomination fee of sh100,000. 

Those vying for city divisions, town council and sub-county chairperson’s seats shall pay sh50,000. Contestants for the local councillor seats at district, city and municipality level will pay sh50,000. 

Candidates aspiring for councillor seats at division, town council and sub-county levels will pay sh20,000. 

All candidates are required to present three postcard size photographs at nomination, the guidelines spell out. 

In another statement, Okello said the exercise to update the voters’ register was ongoing in preparation for elections in the concerned sub-counties, town councils, parishes and wards. 

She set March 20, as the deadline for registration of voters as well as transfer of voters from one polling station to another. 

The EC said recently that there were 1,161 vacancies to fill during the local council elections and that sh2b had been secured for the countrywide exercise. 

The elections are aimed at filling the vacancies that were created following failed nominations of candidates in 2006, resignations, deaths and the creation of town councils and sub counties. 

The elections will be held in 156 counties, 556 sub-counties, 1,157 parishes and 4,931 polling stations.
Consider LC1 elections too (New Vision – EIDTORIAL)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/14/673916 

THE Electoral Commission has announced the programme to hold by-elections to fill 1,161 existing vacancies in the sub-county and district councils countrywide. The vacancies arose, according to the commission, due to lack of nominated candidates in the 2006 elections, resignations and deaths. 

However, the long overdue elections for the village and parish councils won’t be held. The commission argues that it is not possible to hold the village (LC1) and parish (LC2) elections because there is no enabling electoral law, specifically for the women and youth who form the core of the structure at that lower level. 

It is three years since the national and local government elections were held. After holding the national and local government elections, the commission was to hold the elections for the LC1 and LC2 councils. 

As preparations were underway for these elections, the opposition Forum for Democratic Change (FDC) officials filed a petition in the Constitutional Court, objecting to the laws under which the elections were being organised. The laws, a leftover from the previous Movement system, prohibited political parties from fielding candidates. 

The court declared that the laws had to be amended to reflect the existing multiparty political order. But since then, the LC1 and LC2 elections have been on hold. It is surprising, that the Electoral Commission has again opted to skip the LC elections and instead chosen to organise LC3 and LC5 by-elections. 

The delayed holding of LC1 and LC2 elections has had disastrous effect on the local governance. The village committees and parish councils were very instrumental in maintenance of security, social order and promoting grassroots development initiatives. 

This is the reason village committee and councils were very popular countrywide. There is now a complete breakdown of leadership at the village level and this probably is reason for the rampant cases of ritual murders. 

It is crucial to hold the long overdue LC1 elections in order to restore effective and popular leadership at the village level.
Corruption & Accountability 

Critics divided by IGG’s reappointment (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Critics_divided_by_IGG_s_reappointment_81201.shtml 

Even before the head of Public Service, Mr John Mitala, wrote to the President’s Principal Private Secretary asking her to submit the names of the Inspector General of Government to Parliament for approval, the issue had already divided opinion among judges, lawyers and political analysts.

Justice George Kanyeihamba, a Supreme Court Judge, who headed the commission which drafted the 1995 Constitution, said the intention of the framers of the Constitution was to leave reappointment to the President because if it were subject to Parliament, it could affect the way an IGG does his/her job in the first term. 

“We set out to make the job independent,” he said in an interview shortly after Daily Monitor broke the story that the Ombudsman’s contract had been renewed.

Justice Mwondha’s contract was renewed on February 13.

The President of the Uganda Law Society, Mr Oscar Kihika, however disagreed in a separate interview; explaining that a strict reading of the Constitution implies Parliament should continue to be a part of any appointment and reappointment.

“I think Parliament would want a role to re-evaluate a person for the job. The dilemma is on who the appointing authority is and the question is whether or not vetting is a procedural matter or a necessary part of the appointment process,” he said. 

Constitutional attorney and former law lecturer Mart Nalyanya, who once served on Mr Kanyeihamba’s commission, said what Ms Mwondha is going through is not a renewal of her contract.

“It should be subject to the scrutiny required by the Constitution. This is especially so since Ms Mwondha has been publicly accused of impropriety while in office,” he said.

Leading advocate Elly Karuhanga, who has publicly criticised the IGG, however, says no re-approval is required. Critics, he said, will have to explore other Constitutional channels to enable Parliament remedy the controversial reappointment of the IGG.

Under the Constitution, only a tribunal of Parliament can remove a sitting IGG, if indicted of incompetence, misconduct or if proved to be mentally or physically infirm to discharge duties of the office.

The heated correspondence between the ombudsman and the Head of Public Service, in which she accuses him of having an interest in matters regarding her reappointment, show just how politicised the office of the Inspectorate of Government has become.

Ms Mwondha, a High Court judge, has clashed with a number of political executives, among them Prime Minister, Prof. Apolo Nsibambi and former Local Government Minister Kahinda Otafiire.

The major bone of contention between the IGG and some senior government officials is her style of work, which has created friction with several individuals and institutions, including the Judiciary and Parliament to whom she reports.

Independent analysts are not entirely happy with her style either. The chairman of the Anti-Corruption Coalition - Uganda, Mr John Kakaire, says Ms Mwondha’s confrontational and decidedly selective approach on which cases to investigate has alienated allies and undermined public confidence in the IGG as a Constitutionally independent and impartial institution.

“Justice Mwondha is not clear in the way she does her things [and appears to target particular people] like Jinja mayor Mohammed Kezaala,” he said. 

By press time, we were unable to reach Ms Mwondha to respond to the criticism.

The ombudsman in February kicked Mr Kezaala, indicted for fraud and abuse of office, out of his job – a move strongly opposed by Minister Otafiire who ordered the mayor to resume duties.

Mr Kezaala is a member of the opposition Democratic Party. The IGG, in disregard of court injunctions, insisted he be kicked out of office. 

Justice Mwondha has for several times refused to appear and answer queries before the Parliamentary Committee on Legal and Parliamentary Affairs.

Yet the Constitution provides that in execution of her duties, the IGG shall be responsible to the legislature that appropriates revenues for her office.

Whether it is due to her style, Justice Mwondha has had to fight wars even within her own office.

In an August 28, 2008 radio talk show, she accused her deputy Raphael Baku of being part of a plot ensuring that the President sacks her. 

Mr Baku’s contract is yet to be renewed although he submitted his application last year. It is not clear if the non-renewal of his contract was down to duo’s disagreements.

Ms Mwondha’s style at least won her one unyielding ally in President Museveni, according to the President’s Press Secretary, Tamale Mirundi. 

In an interview shortly after the renewal of Ms Mwondha’s contract, Mr Mirundi said Mr Museveni was aware of misgivings by sections of the public about her work brand but is sticking by his chosen ombudsman.

“The IGG may be having friends and enemies; it is not the role of the President to see if she has a personal vendetta with this or that government official. She has done a commendable job when it comes to fighting corruption,” Mr Mirundi said.
Global Fund wants money recovered (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/673975 

THE inspector general of the Global Fund wants the Government to speed-up the recovery process of over $1.6m (about sh3b) of the grant money that was misappropriated. 

Dr. David Kihumuro Apuuli, the director general of the Uganda Aids Commission told MPs on the legal and parliamentary affairs committee that John Persons was in the country last week to assess the progress made since the 2005 inquiry led by principal judge James Ogoola. 

Kihumuro said about sh740m had been recovered. 

“He came to see how quickly we were moving towards recovering all the money. 

“He wants to see more on recovery though he is happy that at least the Government had made some progress,” Kihumuro told the committee chaired by Stephen Tashobya. 

He added that Persons also expressed satisfaction about the on-going prosecution of the suspects. 

Kihumuro and other officials were appearing before the committee to answer queries raised by the Uganda Human Rights Commission on access to treatment by HIV positive patients. 

In August 2005, the Global Fund suspended its portfolio of five grants worth $367m to Uganda due to concerns about mismanagement by the Project Management Unit, an entity within the Ministry of Health at the time. 

The suspension followed an audit that found about $1.6m (at the time) had been misappropriated or simply not accounted for. 

Consequently, President Yoweri Museveni instituted the Ogoola Commission to look into the allegations of mismanagement. 

Several individuals, including the three ministers of health Maj. Gen. Jim Muhwezi, Dr. Alex Kamugisha and Capt. Mike Mukula were sacked. They are currently, together with other suspected beneficiaries in court over the matter. 

Last week, MPs asked Kihumuro to explain the status of Global Fund. 

Tashobya wanted to know whether the country had received any more money after the Global Fund scam. 

Kihumuro said the country should be able to access round seven of the funds amounting to $254m, if the responsible officials moved fast on 3rd party procurement agents. 

He said it was still a challenge to provide treatment for every HIV patient because of inadequate funding. 

According to Kihumuro, about 370,000 Ugandans need ARVs and about 1.1m people are HIV positive. 

He said the Government needed $14,000 to treat an HIV/AIDS patient until their death. 

“The task is gigantic. The biggest amount is secured from donors. We would be in trouble if we didnot have them. 

“The Government contributes a very small percentage. However, I appeal to you to allocate more money towards HIV/AIDS prevention,” he said.
Regional
SUDAN: More aid agencies under "investigation" (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=83330 

More relief organisations are threatened with expulsion from Sudan, officials warned, as "investigations" continue into the activities of those suspected of collaborating with the International Criminal Court (ICC). 

"The process continues," the head of the government Humanitarian Affairs Commission Hassabo Mohammed Abdel Rahman warned. "More NGOs are under focus and investigation. If we find evidence, we will expel them." 

Sudan has so far ordered 13 NGOs to leave, saying they provided information to the world court before it issued an arrest warrant for President Omar el-Bashir on war crimes charges. 

"The decision by the government of Sudan to expel 13 NGOs involved in aid operations in Darfur will, if implemented, cause irrevocable damage to humanitarian operations there," UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon warned. 

These operations, according to the UN, were key to maintaining a lifeline to 4.7 million people in the western region of Darfur. About 300,000 people have died there, either in direct combat or due to disease, malnutrition or reduced life expectancy over the past five years. 

Bashir denies the ICC charges, describing them as a plot of western "neo-colonialism". His supporters came out in large numbers in the capital, Khartoum, on 5 March to protest. 

Rahman did not name any specific NGO, but said the organisations being probed worked not only in Darfur, but "all over Sudan". 

The fresh expulsion threat came despite growing international pressure – including from the European Commission and US - on Sudan to allow the 13 expelled groups back in. 

People at risk 

Campaign group Amnesty International warned that 2.2 million lives were at stake. The people in the western region of Darfur were "being punished by its own government in response to the arrest warrant", it added. 

The removal of key agencies would be a severe blow to the poorest, especially in Darfur where violence continues to affect large numbers of civilians, observers said. 

"The Sudanese authorities must immediately reverse their decision," Amnesty's deputy director for Africa, Tawanda Hondora, said. "The alternative is simply unthinkable." 

Ten NGOS were expelled on 5 March, and three more the next day. These included Oxfam, CARE, MSF-Netherlands, Mercy Corps, Save the Children, the Norwegian Refugee Council, the International Rescue Committee, Action contre la faim, Solidarités and CHF International. 

Some of them were asked to turn over a list of their assets and banking details, while others had their computers, communications equipment and vehicles confiscated, according to Catherine Bragg, the UN Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator. 

While some international staff were given only 24 hours to leave Sudan, others were detained for a few hours, then released. 

"They cooperated with the ICC - some sent fabricated [information] to the ICC about genocide," Rahman said. 

The expelled aid groups have rejected the accusations. Oxfam, in a statement, said it "does not have an opinion on the [ICC's] activities, and our sole focus is meeting humanitarian and development needs in Sudan". 

Rebel groups in Darfur were angered by the expulsions and have demanded they be reversed. 

"The people of Darfur are already hungry - and now the government wants to take their food away," said Maghoub Hussein, a spokesman for the Unity faction of the Sudan Liberation Army. "This is the government wanting to make the people suffer more, and they must be made to stop." 

Between 200 and 300 international staff are believed to employed by the organisations ordered to leave. A total of around 16,000 aid workers operate in Darfur, some 95 percent of whom are Sudanese. 

Ban pledged that the UN's humanitarian and peacekeeping operations, with some 25,000 personnel in Sudan, would continue. 

DRC: IDPs returning to North Kivu despite violence (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=83334 

Civilians are slowly returning to their homes in the North Kivu region of eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), despite continuing violence and displacement due to militia activities, sources said. 

"While we are seeing tentative returns in some areas, we are also seeing new displacement due to ongoing rape, killings and looting," Bob Kitchen, country director for the International Rescue Committee (IRC), said in Goma. 

The IRC said it had recently registered more than 14,000 returnees from Uganda in Ishasha and Nyakakoma towns. Many of the returnees, however, found their homes looted and empty, spokeswoman Emily Meehan said. 

The returnees were also experiencing congestion in camps and among relatives who had temporarily housed them. "One household assisted by the IRC had 11 people living in a 3 sqm room," Meehan added. 

A 35-day operation by the DRC and Rwandan armies to dislodge Hutu militias in the area ended on 25 February, with the Rwandan troops returning home. 

"The Hutu Rwandan groups have not been completely destroyed but their preparedness has been significantly reduced," joint operations commander Lt Gen John Numbi said. The DRC army, he added, was continuing to pursue the militias. 

At least one million people are estimated to have fled their homes in North Kivu as violence, mainly perpetrated by the Forces démocratique pour la liberation du Rwanda (FDLR), escalated in 2008. 

"We constantly monitor the movement of fleeing civilians in North Kivu, in order to respond to their unfolding needs," Kitchen said. "Civilians in [the] province continue to endure chaos, displacement and suffering." 

Tens of thousands of those uprooted from their homes were living without adequate food, shelter, water or sanitation. 

Officials at the UN Mission in Congo (MONUC) said the FDLR had regained control of some villages in the region. 

"The FDLR have regrouped in Nyabiondo, Kibua and Kashebere, reoccupying some of their former positions like Kalembe in Masisi territory as some towns in Walikale and Lubero," said MONUC’s spokesman, John Paul Dietrich. Kalembe is 12km north of Nyabiondo in Masisi. 

The militias have recently launched attacks against DRC government positions. "On the morning of 2 March, the FARDC [DRC national army] were attacked in Kagheri, 30km south of Lubero," Dietrich said. 

They have also continued to commit atrocities against civilians, especially in Pinga area. A recent assessment mission from the IRC in Rutshuru territory found villages, homes and schools pillaged. 

"As is the case throughout North Kivu, different armed groups have controlled the area at various points in the past four months," Meehan said. "Sporadic eruptions of violence have spurred waves of displacement."
Global Financial Crisis

African leaders, IMF boss in Dar over Global crisis (East African)

http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/-/2558/542854/-/rjo570z/-/index.html 

A top-level conference set for Dar es Salaam this week will consider ways of preventing the global financial crisis from wiping out a decade’s worth of economic progress in Africa.

International Monetary Fund director Dominique Strauss-Kahn and Tanzanian President Jakaya Kikwete are co-hosting the gathering of some 300 finance officials, business leaders and diplomats from Africa, Europe and North America. 

Among the scheduled speakers are former United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan, the governors of the Bank of Tanzania and the Bank of Uganda, and CEO of Safaricom Michael Joseph.

The two-day conference will address the question: “How can the continent better cope with financial contagion, lower commodity prices and the abrupt drop in global demand?”

Mr Strauss-Kahn warned in the run-up to the event that “there is a real risk for many countries that the hard-won gains of the last decade will be lost.” 

He said the “third wave” of the global downturn has begun to wash over Africa after first inundating the advanced economies and then the emerging market powers such as Russia and Brazil.

The effects on poor countries could prove catastrophic, the World Bank recently predicted. 

It said that as many as 2.8 million children would die of hunger and disease between now and 2015 if the crisis continues. 

In addition, most African countries now appear likely to fall far short of the Millennium Development Goals for alleviating acute poverty and extending life expectancy.

Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda are among the low-income countries experiencing shocks in the trade and finance sectors, the IMF said in a report issued last week.

Foreign direct investment is expected to drop by at least 20 percent this year, while remittances from East African nationals living abroad will probably decline sharply, the IMF added. 

“And aid flows are potentially threatened by budget pressures in donor countries,” the report said.
Kenya and Uganda are identified in the report as countries where direct and indirect foreign financing was on the rise but is now declining. 

There is also evidence that capital flight is occurring in Kenya and Tanzania, even though both countries restrict the movement of capital, the IMF noted. 

Kenyan banks are becoming exposed to “market volatility” because previously high equity returns had encouraged borrowing for investments in the stock market, the report added.

The crisis has forced all three East African countries to postpone plans to issue bonds on the international market, the IMF further pointed out.

In its new report, the fund again revised downward its projections for growth in East Africa. 

It foresees Kenya’s economy expanding at a 3 percent rate this year – nearly half a percentage point less than the IMF had estimated in September. 

Tanzania is now expected to achieve a 5.3 percent growth rate for the year, rather than the 8 percent earlier forecast. 

For Uganda, the IMF now anticipates 6 percent growth this year – a full percentage point below September’s projection.

Even these newly reduced figures may seem optimistic in the face of a global slump that grows deeper by the day. 

Strauss-Kahn acknowledged last week, for example, that the IMF’s January forecast of stagnant global growth may have been “too optimistic.” 

Recovery will not get underway until next year the earliest – even countries adopt the right policies to combat the recession, the IMF chief added.

Poor countries will need a minimum of $25 billion in emergency financing this year in order to stave off economic collapse, the IMF calculates.
And if more low-income countries get pulled into the global vortex an additional $140 billion in additional financing will have to be made available, the fund said.

Political unrest and perhaps civil conflict could result from the deteriorating social conditions in poor countries in Africa, Strauss-Kahn said. 
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