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Joint Operations against LRA

Another top Kony commander killed (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/674184 

THE joint troops pursuing the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels in the Garamba Forest on Monday killed a senior rebel commander, 16 fighters, including two lieutenants and rescued 19 abductees. 

Lt. Col. Okello Yape was gunned down at 6:00pm in the south-west of Ri-Kwangba near the DR Congo and Southern Sudan border. This is the same area where LRA’s number five Col. Thomas Kwoyelo was captured last week. 

Among those rescued was a former student of St. Mary’s College, Aboke in Apac district, Catherine Ajok, and her one-year-old son. 

Ajok, who hails from Apac, is one of the 139 girls who were abducted by the rebels from the college in October 1996. 

She was in Senior Two at the time. 

The army seized a number of essential items such as laptops, communication gadgets and documents, through the guidance of fighters captured with Col. Kwoyelo. It also captured two guns and a solar panel. 

“He penetrated our forces without knowing as he ran for dear life and he was gunned down by a UPDF soldier,” said Capt. Deo Akiiki, the operation spokesperson. 

“This is good for us since we are now picking only the big fish from the LRA ranks and files. They can always hide, but cannot escape forever,” he added. 

Akiiki said Kwoyelo’s capture was beginning to yield results. “Four days after his capture, 12 fighters, including two lieutenants, have been killed and 16 abductees rescued.” 

“With the information in our hands, Kony, (Okot) Odhiambo and (Dominic) Ongwen are not far from our arch of fire and we shall call it a day,” said Akiiki. 

He said the LRA was in “its evening”. 

Yape’s killing brings the number of LRA commanders killed since Operation Lighting Thunder was launched last December to seven and those captured to five. A total of 150 rebels have been killed and 300 abductees, mainly Congolese nationals, rescued. 

Those killed are Maj. Opori Okello, Lt. Simon Opio, three second lieutenants and one yet to be identified, who was killed last week in Duru. The army has captured two sergeants and a number of fighters. 

The highest ranking rebel commander to be captured is Kwoyelo, who is under-going treatment in a military hospital. 

Also captured was Kony’s doctor from the Central African Republic. 

UPDF kill top Kony commander (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Uganda_kills_top_LRA_commander_81276.shtml 

The army yesterday announced it had killed a senior LRA rebel commander, Okello Yape and rescued one of the Aboke girls snapped up as a wife by Joseph Kony in 1996.

Speaking in London on Monday, President Museveni, who is the commander-in-chief of Uganda’s armed forces, said UPDF had killed “ninety [LRA rebels] and lost six soldiers in the Garamba operations” launched last December. 

Brig. Patrick Kankiriho, leading the Ugandan offensive against the rebels, told Daily Monitor by satellite phone yesterday that they had already transferred the suckling ex-Aboke student they found in Kipiri village to Dungu; the tactical headquarters for UPDF’s Lightning Thunder operations.

Catherine Ajok, daughter to Dr Alfred Anyai of Apac District was rescued with her one-year-baby. She was captured on October 9, 1996.

“The [rescued] lady has a baby who resembles Joseph Kony,” said Brig. Kankihiro. 

The LRA raided St. Mary’s College, Aboke in the northern Lira District on October 9, 1996, taking captive 139 girls, many of who have over the years either escaped or have been rescued. 

But dozens more are still believed to be trapped in rebel custody, serving as sex slaves and porters for mainly senior commanders.

In Kampala, the army said its forces on Sunday ambushed and shot dead LRA’s Lt. Col. Yape in Nakare village, southwest of Ri-Kwangba frontier post between South Sudan and the DRC. 

There was no immediate mention of the role Mr Yape played in the rebel outfit, although he is understood to be a high profile catch.

Maj. Felix Kulayigye, the defence and military spokesman, said six more LRA fighters were “put out of action” during the weekend skirmish while four other abductees were freed. 

“Operation Lightning Thunder has delivered yet another blow to LRA,” Maj. Kulayigye said in a statement yesterday, announcing the death in combat of ‘Lt. Col.’ Yape.

Four sub machine guns, a solar panel and 180 bullets were recovered, but no Ugandan troops got killed or injured in the clashes.

These achievements, coming two days apart, appear to buoy Ugandan army officers that they could be getting closer to Kony who has cheated death and eluded capture in several such previous raids where the UPDF has only seized his Kaunda suit and walking staff. 

“We congratulate our gallant soldiers for the tremendous job being done in this operation,” the Army spokesman, said.

State House, in a statement, quoted Mr Museveni as having said: “The killing of Kony’s commanders and the recent arrest of LRA’s number four [Thomas Kwoyelo], should teach Kony that he cannot win the war and his only alternative is to opt for peace.”

Mr Museveni said the rebel leader, who together with two of his top commanders, are wanted by the International Criminal Court (ICC) on charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity, “has been offered incentives [and] has a chance to take advantage of [government] amnesty if he stops fighting.”

The President did not elaborate on the inducement package that could bring home Kony, who wants the ICC indictments and warrants of arrest against him dropped as a pre-condition for signing the Juba peace pact. 

'Kony still has a chance' (News 24)

http://www.news24.com/News24/Africa/News/0,,2-11-1447_2482607,00.html 

Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni said on Monday the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebel leader Joseph Kony could still be granted amnesty if he ends the warfare. 

"Kony still has a chance to take advantage of the amnesty if he stops fighting," Museveni said in a statement. 

In 2006, Museveni pledged total amnesty to the elusive rebel leader if peace talks between the government and the insurgents that were hosted in southern Sudan succeeded. 

However, Kony has refused to sign a final peace deal with Kampala, prompting states in the region to launch a military drive against him and his fighters in December. 

Kony cited outstanding International Criminal Court arrest warrants for war crimes as reasons for not signing the peace agreement. 

Museveni said the joint military operation by the armies of Uganda, the Democratic Republic of Congo and south Sudan was to compel Kony to end his fight. 

"The killing of Kony's commanders and the recent arrest of Kony's number four should teach Kony that he cannot win the war and his only alternative is to opt for peace," he said. 

Kony's rebels are accused of having raped and mutilated civilians, forcibly enlisting child soldiers and of massacring thousands during two decades of conflict.

Northern Uganda

Gulu water project to benefit 38,000 (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/674215 

OVER 38,000 people who were affected by the LRA war will benefit from a community water and sanitation project. 

Standard Chartered Bank in partnership with Uganda Water and Sanitation NGO Network, commissioned the project on Saturday in Gulu district. 

The residents of Paicho internally displaced camp, where the project was launched, said in addition to poor access to safe and clean water, especially in the resettlement areas, some natural water sources were contaminated. 

“The project will bring water closer to your homes. It is our hope that increased water consumption will enable the community to live with more dignity,” the bank’s executive officer, Lamin Manjang, said. 

He said three boreholes had been rehabilitated at Cwero, Omoti Hill Primary School and at Lukodi. 

“We have installed two water harvesting tanks at Omel Apem village and Paicho Primary School,” Manjang added. 

The archbishop of Gulu, John Baptist Odama, hailed the bank for the continuous effort to supplement Government initiatives of improving the welfare of Ugandans. 

“I call upon other organisations and individuals to emulate this example,” Odama said in a speech read by the archdiocese vicar-general, Monsignor Mathew Odong. 

The district secretary for works, Alex Otim, warned the residents against vandalising the boreholes. 

Acholi politicians causing land feuds’ (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Acholi_politicians_causing_land_feuds_81293.shtml 

Acholi cultural leaders have said politicians are behind the increasing land wrangles that now threaten to jeopardise the resettlement process of former displaced persons.

The leaders say since the resettlement process started, comments by the politicians have mainly served to incite clans and family members, leaving some satellite camps burnt.

Speaking to Lamogi Sub-county residents on Monday during training on land conflict resolution, Lamogi Chief Otinga Ajayi said, “In order to win support from the community, these politicians tell the residents that the government wants to grab their land.”

He added, “The residents are told by politicians to guard their land jealously which they sometimes misinterpret.” 

Mr Ajayi did not name individual politicians. Some of the burnt camps are in Alero, Pado and Parabongo sub-counties. One person was also killed this year in Palema Parish, Lamogi Sub-county.

Mr Ajayi said Joseph Kony’s war has ended but the issue of land remains a threat to the returning communities. 

“Acholi believed in togetherness, but it’s shocking to begin chasing the elderly and the orphans out of their land,” Mr Ajayi said at the workshop organised by the Acholi Religious Peace Initiative (ARPI).

He said communities should seek help from local council courts, elders, chiefs in addressing land issues as formal courts delay justice adding that it was only the elders who knew the correct land demarcations.

The ARPI Programme Officer, Mr George Ocan, said they had embarked on sensitising the local council courts, so that land conflict are resolved amicably.

The regional Police spokesperson for Northern Uganda, Mr Johnson Kilama, called for mass sensitisation at the grassroots on land-related issues.
Murder on the rise in Lira (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Murder_on_the_rise_in_Lira_81294.shtml 

Cases of murder in Lira District continue to rise with a young woman, who was murdered on Women’s Day, becoming the latest victim.

The woman was apparently killed in the night and the body dumped in the compound of Mr Moses Oola near Holy Rosary Catholic Church, Lira Municipality.

Mr Oola said he was alerted by his wife who had come out to ease herself and saw the body lying in their compound. He reported the matter to Police. 

The dead woman was later identified as Stella Akao, a tailoring student, from Aromo Sub-county. There was no visible sign of struggle in the compound and no dust on the body signifying that it was carried to the home. 

It is alleged that Akao had been sleeping in different places within town and there is speculation that she was scared of her life. 

Other reports say Akao’s hut in the village was set ablaze by unidentified people last week. 

The DPC, Mr Raymond Otim, such isolated murders were on the increase in the district but arrests were being made.

“Recently, we arrested three suspects in connection with the murder of a man and his wife. We encourage the community to keep reporting the suspects for prosecution,” Mr Otim told Daily Monitor yesterday.

This is the second such incident in the area. Another woman was found murdered in her house after being raped and a stick inserted in her private parts last month. 

Last month Police recorded 14 cases of murder. 

The number is alarming compared to other months after the return of peace in the region after 21 years in IDP camps.
7,000 enrol for adult education (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/9/35/674144 

AT least 7,000 people in Apac district have enrolled for the Functional Adult Literacy (FAL) programme. 

The programme provides skills in reading, writing and numeracy integrated with practical knowledge and skills. 

The district community development officer, Tom Okello Onep, said: “It’s a participatory approach that motivates the learners to continue searching for knowledge and skills to improve their lives.” 

He said FAL started as a pilot project in 1992 in eight districts but has been expanded countrywide. 

It is a government initiative that targets adults and youth aged above 15, especially women and persons with disabilities who missed or never completed formal education. 

“With the programme, we shall reduce poverty in households,” he says. Okello said facilitators are given bicycles to ease transport. 

Learners mainly use Rupiny, a Luo weekly newspaper, to develop their reading abilities. 

“Graduates are awarded certificates of completion and some of them do petty businesses in the community,” he said. 

The reading skills taught include aspects of listening, puzzles, observation, word games, questions and answers. 

Others are recognising and reading letters and newspapers, reading syllables, words, sentences, paragraphs and passages. 

“The competencies assessed include ability to write legibly according to the rules, and ability to read and interprete signposts, poster, newspapers, notices and labels,” Okello added.
Killer soldiers await trial in open court (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Killer_soldiers_await_trial_in_open_court_81330.shtml 

The three soldiers that shot two people dead during the Uganda Revenue Authority clamp down on smugglers in Koboko District on Friday are to be tried in the Field Court Martial.

The decision to try the soldiers was reached by the military officials and the Police. 

Earlier, the district leaders protested the decision to transfer the soldiers to Arua barracks following the killing of two men in an operation mounted by URA to arrest fuel smugglers. 

The three, who include Pte. Gerald Muhumuza, Cpl. Wilson Tumwebaze and Cpl. Erisma Masereka are being detained at Koboko Army Barracks. 

The West Nile UPDF spokesman, Capt. Peter Mugisha, told Daily Monitor, “The field court martial will help us establish the truth and enable us dispense justice to the relatives of the dead.” 

The DPC, Mr Fredrick Ssegirinya, said no arrests had been made in connection with the burning of the URA vehicle and looting of about 100 impounded motorcycles at URA stores in Koboko during the protest.

“All the documents have been prepared to be sent to the General Court Martial to handle the cases. But as Police, we are continuing with investigations into the shoot out,” Mr Ssegirinya said.

VP hails Pader on rice (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/674218 
PADER - The Vice-President, Prof. Gilbert Bukenya, has said the commitment of the people of Awere sub-county to the production of up-land rice will transform the area into a major rice production hub and improve the standard of living. Bukenya, who was recently visiting the area, urged the people not to give up rice production despite the low prices. He said the situation would improve after rice mills were acquired to process and grade the rice. 

Bukenya also said he was committed to changing the housing conditions of the area and unveiled a model house that has a VIP latrine, a 10,000 litre water tank and a solar panel. He also donated a high milk producing cow to the Me Pac Lacwec women group. 

Karamoja / Eastern Uganda
First Lady, Irish envoy discuss Karamoja (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/674191 

THE First Lady and state minister for Karamoja, Mrs.Janet Museveni and the Irish ambassador, Kevin Kelly, on Monday discussed development programmes for Karamoja at State House Nakasero, Kampala. 

Kelly briefed Mrs. Museveni on the different development programmes Ireland has undertaken in the region. He said Ireland had a history of partnership with Uganda lasting over 30 years. 

The ambassador said the friendship had led to the funding of the reconstruction and rehabilitation of schools in Karamoja. 

Kelly said Ireland also provided food aid to the region and supported the justice and law development sector. 

He pledged support to Mrs. Museveni in her new assignment. 

Kelly also commended the Government for improving security in the sub-region, saying it was a good step to development. 

Mrs. Museveni told the ambassador that Uganda considered Ireland as a close development partner. 

She thanked Ireland for the different programmes undertaken in Karamoja. 

The First Lady said water scarcity and drought posed a big challenge to the area. 

She, however, stated she was optimistic that given the necessary support, the Karimojong could grow their own food and get rid of famine. 

Kelly was accompanied by Donal Cronin, the head of development programmes and other senior embassy officials. 

Karamoja gets sh125b UN aid to fight malnutrition (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/674216 

THE UN International Children’s Agency (UNICEF) has earmarked sh125b for sanitation, child protection and education emergencies in Karamoja in the next six years, writes Olandason Wanyama. 

The country representative, Keith Mckenzie, while opening a two-day conference in Moroto on Thursday, said sh25b would be disbursed annually. 

“Karamoja has attracted interest from the media and donors. That is why we decided to give the region this opportunity,” he said. 

Mckenzie said the Government had also developed interest in the region, leading to the appointment of the First Lady, Janet Museveni, as Minister of Karamoja Affairs. 

He said the programme seeks to offer basic, accessible health and nutritional services to acutely malnourished children and women of child-bearing age through the distribution of non-food items and support activities. 
Internally displaced claim reserve (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/674211 

RESIDENTS of Angisa parish in Magoro sub-country in Katakwi district have appealed to the Government to speed up the process of degazetting part of the Upe-pian wildlife reserve. 

This, the former internally displaced persons said, would enable them resettle on their ancestral land without any hindrances. 

They told the Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) and Katakwi district officials during a consultative meeting in Angisa on Saturday that the Government gazetted their land while they had fled to camps during insurgency caused by the Karimojong. 

“When peace returned, the Government encouraged us to resettle in our homes. We were shocked when we were told the area had been made a wildlife reserve,” said 68-year-old Girigorio Akol. 

The tourism state minister, Serapio Rukundo, in February 2008 visited the area and directed UWA and the district officials to temporarily resettle the people near the Anti-Stock Theft Unit detachment, as a solution is sought. 

A total of 415 families are stranded. 

The residents have named the acacia trees, boreholes, graveyards, the smooth black stones and milestones in the area as proof that they once occupied the land. 

Echodu Edyau, the warden in charge of the reserve, explained that Parliament gazetted the area into a reserve in 2002 following a study of the then deserted village. 

He said UWA allocated the communities 500sqkm of land outside the reserve, but they rejected it, saying it was located in a lowland. 

Health

Tough challenges await tests for malaria in children (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/Tough_challenges_await_tests_for_malaria_in_children_81309.shtml 

As Uganda prepares to roll out a policy that will see the introduction of rapid diagnostic tests (RDTs) in the fight against malaria, challenges abound, according to a recent study by the malaria consortium.

There are concerns about RDTs that use the antigen histidinerich protein 2 (HRP2) to detect malaria parasites, because this antigen (substance that causes one’s immune system to produce antibodies against it) can persist after effective treatment, giving false positive test results in the absence of infection. 

An assessment of the accuracy of the immunochromatographic test (ICT) and description of persistent antigenicity of HRP2 RDTs was undertaken in Soroti, which is seen as a hyper endemic area.

After studying 357 patients at the Soroti Regional Referral Hospital, the research team concluded that ICT is an accurate and appropriate test for operational use as a diagnostic tool where microscopy is unavailable. 

However, they noted that persistent anti-genicity reduces the accuracy of ICT and other HRP2-based RDTs. 

The low specificity (the probability that the test will be negative among patients who do not have the disease) continues to be of concern, especially in children below five years of age, if they return with symptoms within four weeks of previous antimalarial treatment, the researchers wrote. 

The study highlights important practical issues that need consideration when using RDTs for diagnosis.

According to the findings, good clinical skills are essential to interpret test results given the persistent antigenicity and specificity variation for age in endemic areas. There is a need to explain to the end user the best way to use the tools for diagnosis.

Therefore these findings present serious challenges as far as simplifying the diagnosis of malaria is concerned. Yet the majority of malaria is found in countries where cost-effectiveness is an important factor and ease of performance and training is a major consideration. 

The researchers noted that prompt and accurate diagnosis of malaria is the key to effective case management and a major component of Uganda’s malaria control strategy. Clinical diagnosis is the least expensive and most widely practiced method and the one generally used for self treatment. 

However, the overlapping of malaria symptoms with other tropical diseases impairs its specificity and can promote the indiscriminate use of anti-malarials and compromise quality of care for patients with non-malarial fevers in endemic areas, hence the importance of correct diagnosis.
Regional
UN Aid Agencies Urge Sudanese Government Not to Expel NGOs (VOA)

http://www.voanews.com/english/2009-03-10-voa42.cfm 

he United Nations is urging the government of Sudan to reverse its decision to expel 13 leading international aid organizations from Darfur and to terminate the work of three national agencies in that conflict-ridden province. U.N. agencies say the decision will have devastating consequences for hundreds of thousands of people. 

The U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs says the United Nations cannot deliver the aid needed in Darfur without the assistance of the non-governmental organizations. 

Sudan ordered the expulsion of 13 aid groups after the International Criminal Court issued an arrest warrant for Sudanese President Omar Al-Bashir for alleged war crimes in Darfur. 

OCHA Spokeswoman Elizabeth Byrs says the organizations that have been stripped of their working rights, employ nearly 40 percent of the aid workers in Darfur. She says the total number of humanitarian staff expelled from all of northern Sudan, including Darfur, is 7,610.

"Roughly 50 percent of the aid deliveries was in fact done by these organizations and will be affected," said Byrs. "That is why we have this huge gap to fill and that is why it is so difficult for both government and U.N. agencies to fill the gap left by the expulsion of those NGO's." 

Byrs says three joint U.N.-government teams composed of experts from both sides will visit Darfur on Wednesday to conduct an assessment of critical short-term needs. She says they will look at four sectors; food, nutrition, water, and emergency shelter.

The World Food Program says four international NGOs distribute 35 percent of its food aid to more than one million people in Darfur. They also have been providing food to 5,500 malnourished children and mothers in need of supplementary and therapeutic feeding.

WFP spokeswoman Emilia Casella says these agencies have been distributing food in 130 locations in Darfur. She says the World Food Program is unable, by itself, to fill this huge gap.

"So, unless NGOs can operate normally, people will go hungry, thirsty and growing numbers of sick and malnourished will go untreated," she said. "We are joining with our other sister agencies and partners urging the government of Sudan to rescind its decision in view of the potential grave impact on millions of vulnerable people in Darfur and elsewhere in northern Sudan." 

In view of the serious situation, Casella says the World Food Program is planning a one-time distribution of enough food for two months. She says local committees that are established within the camps will do the distribution. But, she adds monitoring may be difficult and gaps in distribution may occur.

The United Nations warns the expulsion of the aid groups will affect health services for 1.5 million people. It says mortality and morbidity will probably increase because surveillance systems for communicable diseases will no longer be operating.

It says more than one million people may stop receiving safe water, sanitation and hygiene services, which will likely increase acute watery diarrhea and other water-borne diseases.   

Rwandan Court to Decide Fate of Congolese Rebel Leader (VOA)

http://www.voanews.com/english/Africa/2009-03-11-voa3.cfm 

A Rwandan court is expected to rule today (Wednesday) on possibly releasing Democratic Republic of Congo renegade army general Laurent Nkunda after he was arrested crossing the Congo border into Rwanda. Nkunda's attorney contends that Kigali has flouted its constitution by remanding the former rebel leader in prison for at least 45 days without putting him on trial. Kinshasa has indicted the former rebel leader for war crimes after leading the National Congress for People's Defense (CNDP) rebel forces that often clashed with the national army in restive North Kivu province. There are ongoing negotiations between Kigali and Kinshasa over a possible extradition of the renegade army general. Jean Bosco Gasasira is the editor of Umuvugizi Independent Newspaper. He tells reporter Peter Clottey that both Congolese and Rwandese are anxiously waiting for the count's decision. 

"Today the court is going to make a judgment or a decision on a suit filed by the attorney of General Laurent Nkunda who says his client was illegally arrested. He also said that it was illegal for the rebel leader to be on Rwanda's soils, adding that he (Nkunda) has been arrested for over 45 days. The lawyer also said the Rwandan authorities have so far failed to inform the rebel leader's family about his whereabouts or his condition after his arrest. So he called on Rwanda to immediately release the rebel leader or put him to justice," Gasasira noted.

He said the renegade general's attorney forcefully contends that ongoing negotiations between Kigali and Kinshasa over the extradition of Nkunda have no basis in law.

"Nkunda's lawyer, who usually deals with international cases, was saying that whatever Kigali and Kinshasa have been discussing is supposed to be diplomatic, which should stay that way and not be brought into the courtroom," he said.

Gasasira said the rebel leader's attorney argued that since the Democratic Republic of Congo still has the death penalty on its statute books, Nkunda should not be extradited there.

"He was saying that since Kigali has suspended the death penalty, the rebel leader should be either prosecuted there or sent somewhere else, saying that the Democratic Republic of Congo has so far not suspended the death sentence, which the attorney said once found guilty the rebel leader will be put to death. He therefore called on Kigali to withhold Kinshasa's request to extradite the former rebel leader to Congo," Gasasira pointed out.

He said Rwandan authorities have been economical about the whereabouts of the rebel leader.

"It is like a cat and mouse game in the courtroom because the lawyers representing the Rwanda government were saying that they don't know and are not competent enough to talk about where the rebel leader is. Nkunda's lawyer, on the other hand, told the court as well as the media that he had tried all he could, including the Rwandan authorities, about his client's whereabouts, but they all claimed they don't know where the rebel leader is being held," he said.

Gasasira said Nkunda's attorney claims he and the rebel leader's family have so far been prevented from having access to Nkunda.

"The lawyer also said that Kigali has so far refused to let the rebel leader's family have access to him, adding that the only information they have is after President Paul Kagame said in a recent press conference that the rebel leader is in Kigali's custody and that the Rwanda's foreign minister also says Nkunda is in Rwanda," he said.                
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