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Joint Operations against LRA / ICC
Captured LRA Man May Face Death Penalty (Institute for War & Peace Reporting)

http://www.iwpr.net/?p=acr&s=f&o=350866&apc_state=henh 

When northern Ugandans learned of the capture of Thomas Kwoyelo, a notorious commander of the rebel Lord Resistance Army, LRA, it stirred some horrible memories. 

An LRA colonel believed to be in his 40s, Kwoyelo was born in the Bira village in the Amuru district north of Gulu, which for many years was the epicentre of the rebel war.

Kwoyelo’s based himself in the Kilak Hills, a well known landmark in the Amuru district, from which he is said to have led attacks throughout the region – the victims of which fled to the Pabbo internal refugee camp, the north’s largest with some 60,000 residents. 

The camp remains a commercial and residential centre.

Locals in the area told IWPR that Kwoyelo committed atrocities against his former neighbours until August 2006 when he and other LRA units retreated to South Sudan after the signing a ceasefire with Uganda. 

Kwoyelo eventually joined rebel leader Joseph Kony in Garamba National Park in the Democratic Republic of Congo, where he reportedly was promoted to colonel and directed LRA operations.

Kwoyelo is thought to be LRA’s fourth-in- command, and last week was captured in Ukwa, DRC, after being shot during a clash with combined forces of Uganda, DRC and South Sudan.

Kwoyelo was airlifted to Kampala by the Uganda army for treatment and is recovering at a military hospital here, officials said. 

Those who spoke to IWPR in Amuru district described Kwoyelo as a ruthless LRA commander who they want punished severely for the death and suffering of their relatives. 

“Why did they (the joint forces) spare him?” asked Christopher Ojera, the Pabbo local council chairman. 

“This man (Kwoyelo) masterminded the killings of people in Pabbo,” Ojera said. “He wanted my head. Why did they bring him (back) alive?”

Ojera’s feelings were shared by many others in the region.

“I am not excited about Kwoyelo’s capture,” Jennifer Amito said. “Why did they [spare his life]? This man was a killer who butchered our relatives.

“They should have killed him like the people he butchered in Pabbo and Acholi sub-region,” said a man who declined to give his name.

“I don’t think I will forgive him for my relatives he killed. This man committed a lot of atrocities. He deserves to be hanged.”

The capture of other top rebel commanders, such as Okot Odhiambo and Dominic Ongwen, both of whom are wanted by the International Criminal Court, ICC, along with LRA leader Joseph Kony, would have a much greater impact on the LRA, said Christopher Kinyera.

“Kwoyelo’s capture has less significance. If it was Odhiambo or Ongwen, it would disorganise the LRA leadership. Let the forces capture Kony, Odiambo or Ongwen, then we can celebrate,” he said.

Kwoyelo’s relatives, meanwhile, expressed relief that he was still alive and free of the LRA.

“His capture is good. We now feel relieved. We are no longer going to be called relatives of the rebel commander,” said Kwoyelo’s uncle, a Pabbo resident who refused to be named.

An elderly man, who claimed to be close relative of Kwoyelo, said, “The community should forgive him. He might have been possessed. There is need for reconciliation.”

Atube Omach, an Amuru district leader, said, “The [joint] operation should continue until they capture Kony and his top commanders. I am excited about the operation. It’s our wish that this war comes to an end.”

Ugandan army spokesperson Major Felix Kulayigye said that since Kwoyelo was captured in a combat situation, he would probably be tried by the military court. If he is found guilty of murder, he faces death by hanging or life imprisonment

“He will not be granted amnesty. We shall try him in a military court martial,” Kulayigye told IWPR.

Speaking to IWPR from the Ugandan army base in the DRC, Captain Deo Akiiki said Kwoyelo’s capture show that “the [joint] operation is [on the] right truck. [The] LRA can longer abduct, they can’t fight or loot. For the last one week, the LRA rebels are surviving on leaves and wild fruits”. 

Henry Okello Oryem, a Uganda minister of state and former leader of the peace negotiations with the LRA, said, “This is the beginning of the end of the LRA rebellion. Kony’s days are now numbered.”
Uganda govt has no power to try top LRA commanders — ICC (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/674273 

THE International Criminal Court (ICC) has said it is its mandate and not that of the Government to determine where LRA rebel chief Joseph Kony will be tried. 

In a statement issued on Tuesday, the court said it found it “appropriate to dispel the ambiguity created by the Government on the judicial venue of the LRA case. 

The court said the proposal by the Government that the four indicted fugitives would be tried in the special division of the High Court had been made irrelevant “in the absence of the final peace agreement and the ongoing military offensive against the rebels in the DR Congo. 

“These statements seem to imply that the relevance of the agreement vis-à-vis the persons sought by the court may resurface once the military hostilities were to cease and a final peace agreement were signed,” the court said. 

Kony, Vincent Otti, Okot Odhiambo and Dominic Ongwen were indicted by the court for war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

The statement was jointly signed by pre-trial Chamber II presiding judge, Justice Mauro Politi and judges Hans-Peter Kaul and Ekaterina Trendafilova. 

At the height of the Juba peace talks between the LRA and the Government, it was hoped that the rebels would be tried in Uganda and not at The Hague. 

However, Kony refused to sign the final peace agreement and a joint military operation by the UPDF, the Sudanese army (SPLA) and Congolese forces was launched to rout the rebels from their hideout in the Garamba jungles of the DR Congo. 

The ICC said it would be premature and inappropriate to assess the features envisaged for the special division of the High Court of Uganda and its legal framework to try the indictees. 

Northern Uganda

WFP cuts off food for 200,000 IDPs in Acholi (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/WFP_cuts_off_food_for_200_000_IDPs_in_Acholi_81377.shtml 

The World Food Programme has stopped feeding over 200,000 displaced persons in northern Uganda, citing improved security.

WFP country director for Uganda Stanlake Samkange in a press statement released on Monday said the phase out of the food distribution was done in consultation with humanitarian agencies and local leaders in the war-affected districts after it was realised that most of the displaced people can now access farming land.

“As the security situation improves, assessments have shown that some of these people can now sufficiently feed their families and even sell some of their produce,’’ Mr Samkange explained. 

He said WFP has phased off nearly 66,000 IDPs in Pader District, more than 58,000 others in Amuru, nearly 60,000 in Kitgum and over 27,000 in Gulu District since January.

He said the phase out was based on a 2008 assessment which showed that more IDPs are now growing their own food. 

“WFP will continue to monitor the food and nutrition security situation to avoid a relapse,” Mr Samkange said.

“We will support phased-off IDPs through recovery initiatives including cash and vouchers, so as to help them rebuild their livelihoods.’’

WFP has since 2008 been supporting an estimated 940,000 displaced persons in the Acholi Sub-region.

Mr Samkange added that as conditions continue to improve, more IDPs will be phased off from the general food distributions.

He encouraged the IDPs to cultivate food so that WFP will in the future buy it from them. 

EU donates sh50b (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/674297 
GULU - The European Union (EU) has donated 20m Euros (about sh50b) for the setting up of an agricultural livelihood programme for northern Uganda. EU ambassador Vincent de Visscher disclosed the information during the commissioning of the Office of the Prime Minister in Gulu recently. 

Health

Amuru launches polio campaign (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/674294 

A mass polio immunisation campaign has been launched in Amuru district following the outbreak of the deadly virus in the district recently. 

Launching the campaign at Awer camp, district chairman Anthony Omach said the district would carry out the campaign in partnership with the World Health Organisation (WHO) and Ministry of Health. 

However, the district leaders complained that apart from vaccines, the health ministry had not sent any funds to help in the mobilisation and sensitisation of the communities about the campaign. 

Omach said the Ministry of health only delivered 68,000 doses of polio vaccines using the sh16m got from WHO. 

He said they wanted to ensure that all children in the district below five years got vaccinated because statistics showed that many children under five years missed the doses during the last polio immunisation campaign. 

Omach urged parents to get their children immunised, saying: “Polio is a deadly disease, which causes paralysis in children.” 

He attributed the outbreak of polio to the poor hygiene in the internally displaced person’s camps. 

Omach encouraged the internally displaced people still living in the camps to go back to their villages. 

“Children in the camps are eating food contaminated with faeces and that puts them at a risk of contracting the disease. You should go back to your villages where the hygiene is better because it is not easy to keep high standards of hygiene in the camps,” he added. 

Omach encouraged the residents to promote good sanitation and hygiene through digging pit-latrines and washing their hands after using them and before eating. 

He urged the local leaders to mobilise the people to participate in the campaign. 

The district director of health services, Dr Patrick Odong, said the immunisation would be carried out from the health units and posts created under trees for the first two days. 

He added that from the third day, the team would conduct a door-to-door campaign.
Immunisation starts in Amuru (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Immunisation_starts_in_Amuru_81378.shtml 

Emergency and compulsory immunisation against polio for children under five kicked off on Tuesday in Amuru District, two weeks ahead of the national dates scheduled for March 22 and 23. 

The exercise that continues today at Awer IDP camp targets over 40,000 children, district officials have said.

Amuru district health officer Patrick Odong said the district and the World health Organisation (WHO) had to act on time, adding that any further delays would lead to a rapid spread of the disease.

“We have not received money from the Ministry of Health but we cannot wait as more children are exposed to the virus,” he said. 

Mr Odong added that the district started the exercise with Shs17 million it received from WHO but noted that the money is not enough. 

Mr Odong said the district needs over Shs20 million to complete the immunisation process successfully. 

The Amuru Secretary for Health and Education, Mr Gilbert Olanya, said the district will continuously carry out Immunisation at the Uganda-Sudan border to avoid further transmission of the disease into the country. 

The first polio case was reported two weeks ago in Awer IDP camp in following an outbreak in the neighbouring Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and southern Sudan.
Sleeping sickness kills 18 in Dokolo (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/674277 

A total of 18 people in Dokolo district have died of sleeping sickness. 

The director of health services, Dr. Samuel Ojok, said the latest death occurred last week and that 11 other people were still admitted and undergoing treatment at Dokolo Health Centre IV. 

“The cases have become common and we are asking people to come for testing in case anyone feels feverish,” Ojok told journalists at the health centre on Monday. 

He said the disease spread to the district in 2004 following the arrival of infected animals from the Busoga region for sale by businessmen. 

Ojok said because the disease presented itself in a confusing form, patients diagnosed with malaria were also being tested for the virus. 

He added that many people were unaware of the symptoms and that it had resulted into late reporting of the disease. The district has so far recorded 120 cases. 

Sleeping sickness or human African trypanosomiasis is a parasitic disease of people and animals caused by protozoa and transmitted by the tsetse fly. 

Its symptoms begin with fever, headaches and joint pains after the parasites enter through both the blood and lymph systems. 

The district information officer, Musopiri Suwet, said Kwera, Kangai and Dokolo sub-counties were affected with the disease. 

“The campaign is ongoing and we are asking people to report any person bitten by the tsetse fly,” Suwet told The New Vision. 

The World Health Organisation has released sh71m to help the district train health officials to contain the tsetse fly, spray of animals and follow up. 

AIDS campaign for couples on (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/674293 
KAMPALA - The health ministry will in June launch a national HIV/AIDS prevention campaign for couples. During a workshop at the Metropole Hotel Kampala to introduce the project to stakeholders, the manager of the STD/AIDS control programme, Dr. Zainab Akol, said the intention of the programme was to reduce the new high infection rates in couples. “The current new infection rate is 42%, which is really high. As a country, we have relaxed in our fight against AIDS. We are hoping to reduce this percentage to half,” she said.

Weather / Disaster Preparedness

Floods coming in April, govt warns (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Floods_coming_in_April_govt_warns_81381.shtml
Government yesterday warned that floods are likely to hit parts of the country in April when the rainy season reaches its peak. 

Presenting a three-month forecast of the rainfall outlook prepared by the Meteorology Department at the Media Centre in Kampala, Disaster Preparedness Minister Tarsis Kabwegyere, urged people living in areas expected to flood to be on the alert for possible relocation.

The areas that are likely to suffer flooding, according to Prof. Kabwegyere, are in the eastern, western and northern regions.

“In terms of total rainfall amounts, most parts of Lake Victoria basin, central, western, south eastern, northern and north western Uganda have got high probabilities of receiving near normal to above normal rainfall,” Prof. Kabwegyere said.

“The message is now clear; government is saying that the floods are going to come. If you are in the swamp, please leave before the swamp swallows you,’’ he added.

The head of the Meteorology Department’s Seasonal Prediction Unit, Mr Francis Kagoro, told Daily Monitor that the flooding was not expected to be as much as that of 2007 which led to the displacement of an estimated 300,000, but added that it was expected to be devastating nonetheless.

Mr Kagoro said some parts of the central region are also likely to receive high rainfall. 

He singled out Entebbe, which he said will receive 44 per cent of its total annual rainfall in the months of March-May, while 30 per cent will be between September, October, November and December.

In Tororo, 39 per cent of the total rainfall for the year will be experienced between March and May while 32 per cent will be in the months of September to December. 

In Gulu, 34 per cent of the rain will be in the month of September to December while 35 per cent will be between June and August. Kabale is expected to receive most of its rain; 43 per cent between September and December while 37 per cent will be in March to May.
Rainy season delay till June (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/674269 

THE rainy season will be delayed by at least three weeks, but the country will get favourable rainfall apart from the Karamoja region. 

The onset of steady rains is expected in April and erratic rains are likely to continue into June. 

The delay is attributed to the fact that the rain making belt has been influenced by abnormal conditions in the Indian Ocean. 

Aloysius Kagoro, a principal meteorologist, said: “The onset of steady rains is likely to be delayed due to the prevailing anomalies over south-western Indian Ocean. This is likely to keep the rain bearing belt (Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone) to the south a bit longer,” 

However, another poor rainy season has been predicted for Karamoja, raising fears that the severe drought will persist and worsen the current food shortage. 

Tarsis Kabwegyere, the minister for disaster preparedness, said: “Karamoja region is expected to experience drought and water stress. We were aware of this and we are ready to address the disaster.” 

He was speaking at a press conference at the Media Centre in Kampala where the weather forecast for the March-May rainy season 2009 was released. 

Kabwegyere said this was the third consecutive bad rainy season that Karamoja was experiencing in the last three years. 

The weather forecast report indicates that parts of the north-eastern region (Katakwi, Moroto, Kotido, Nakapiripirit) have been experiencing a prolonged dry season since mid-November. 

Kabwegyere also said disasters are expected in some parts of the country. 

“In the eastern, western and northern parts, there is possibility of flash floods,” he said. 

“The possibility of land slides is high in mountainous areas (Mbale, Kapchorwa, Kasese, Bundibugyo, Kabale, and Kisoro). Hail storms, lightening strikes and strong winds are also likely to occur,” Kabwegyere added. 

However, he said, the Government and the world Food Programme were working together to provide funding that can make food available up to November. 

During the season of September to December 2008, the rainfall was concentrated in the first two months of the season (September and October). 

More so, normal to above normal rainfall was recorded in most areas. Above normal rain is defined as favourable rain that boosts social-economic activities, while below normal rain negatively affects livelihood. 

In the first week of November, heavy rainfall, which caused flash floods, was experienced in Soroti and Tororo in the east. 

However, the season ended earlier than anticipated, in mid-November, in most parts of the country.
Changing weather patterns disrupt farming (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Changing_weather_patterns_disrupt_farming_81382.shtml 

Changing weather patterns in Uganda over the last 30 years have led to increased uneven distribution of rain and a rise in temperatures that has resulted in some areas becoming warmer, statistics from the meteorology department indicate. 

Meteorologists now warn that the changes are likely to continue increasing climate variability, which could result in frequent and extreme weather and climate events such as drought, floods, landslides and heat waves.

“The events of the past few years have clearly demonstrated the increased frequency and intensity and also the magnitude of the problem (Climate Change),” says the latest Uganda National Adaptation Programmes of Action report, which contains Uganda’s strategy to combat climate change.

Statistics compiled over the past 30 years by meteorologists in Uganda show an increasing occurrence of droughts.

Between 1991 and 2000, Uganda experienced seven droughts as opposed to two in the preceding decade and three between 1971 and 1980. In each of the decades between 1971 and 1911, Uganda experienced one drought.

The report, which was released in 2007, further notes that, “whereas there are still high chances of normal rainfall particularly in central and south west, the probability of dry conditions is more than wet conditions in all the regions.

This implies higher probability of crop failure.” According to national farmers’ representatives, the unpredictable rainfall patterns no longer guarantee farmers favourable farming conditions. 

The president of the Uganda National Farmers Federation, Mr Frank Tumwebaze, also a Kibale County Member of Parliament, told Daily Monitor that many farmers were giving up agriculture, hitherto the backbone of Uganda’s economy as it employs more than 80 per cent of Ugandans, due to unreliable rainfall.

Mr Tumwebaze said many farmers have been planting in anticipation of rains but end up with the dry spells.

“Due to the unreliability of the weather in terms of drought and rainfall, many farmers are losing because of no yields yet there is no compensation from the government,” he explained. 

“The farmers are resorting to other enterprises. Many are leaving due to frustrations. Many of our crops are not drought resistant.”

An official in the Prime Minister’s office who is in charge of Uganda’s Adaptation to Climate Change, Paul Isabirye, said that while the annual rainfall in many parts of Uganda has remained the same, its distribution is baffling many farmers. 

“You can easily get 80 per cent of the annual rainfall in a place within a few months. The onset of the weather seasons shifted and people are failing to catch up. Sometimes the rain comes sooner or the rains withdraw at a critical stage when the plants need it,” he said. 

Mr Isabirye identified Masaka district in the central region, which he said was one of Uganda’s food baskets, as one of the areas that has suffered. “We found out that some of the counties in Masaka had continuously experienced drought for 3 years consecutively and production was low. People’s welfare had become so bad,” he said. 

Mr Isabirye said that before, many farmers could predict the weather patterns and know when to plant crops unlike today. “With climate change, it is becoming more difficult for them to plan. They are continuously losing because they put in so much and get little.”

Studies also show significant changes in temperatures. Mr Isabirye explained, “In Uganda studies have shown that minimum temperatures are changing much faster than maximum temperatures.

That is why in the south-western and mountainous areas like Kapchorwa, which have been so cold, temperatures have changed significantly and they have warmed up.”

Temperature sensitive crops like coffee, cassava, maize and soya are likely to suffer a drop in outputs as a result of the weather changes.

The statistics show that in Kabale District in south western Uganda, temperatures have been on the increase from an average temperature of 10.9C between 1977 and 2007 to 11.5C in 2008 showing an increase by 0.6C. 

Mr isabirye said that while these maybe slight changes, their effects have already been felt. 

The rise in the temperatures is also already threatening one of Uganda’s natural resource, the Rwenzori Mountains with the Ice Caps located in south western Uganda. Experts have said that the ice caps have been receding over the years and could disappear by 2025. 

In Soroti District, the records from the weather department show that temperatures have slightly increased from an average of 18.4C over the 30 year period to 18.9C in 2008 showing an increase by 0.5C.

In Lira District, temperatures increased from 13.7C during the 30 year period to 17C in 2008, showing a high increase by 4C. 

The change in temperatures has been attributed to the ongoing climate change, which according to Mr Isabirye, took Uganda by surprise. 

“It is beyond what we expected,” lamented Mr Isabirye. “We did not expect it to take us by storm because we thought it would come at a much lower pace.”

Mr Isabirye says they have set up a climate change unit in the disaster preparedness ministry to combat the problem but need about Shs40 billion in the next 3-5 years to implement their intervention plan.
Britian to train Ugandans on disaster management (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/674289 

A team of 40 British Civil Military Cooperation officers will train local governments, military and non-governmental organisations in disaster management. 

The joint civic military group exercise commander and British defence advisor, Lt. Col. Peter Carroll, said small teams of the British troops accompanied by UPDF soldiers and other stakeholders would conduct meetings and disaster assessment. 

“Members of the civic military group are not professional disaster management specialists, but because they experience disasters in their military operations, it was important to help other countries on how to manage and respond to disaster,” said Carroll. 

He said his group was a small unit within the British forces which specialised in civic military cooperation. 

Carroll was on Tuesday giving an overview of the planned exercise to the Soroti district management committee in the Lukiiko Hall. 

“The exercise will not be a typical military exercise involving military equipment and vehicles, but it will involve meeting with key stakeholders and assessment of disaster management plans,” Carroll said. 

Several organisations involved in disaster management attended the meeting, which was opened by the resident district commissioner, Ben Etonu. 

The three-week exercise codenamed, ‘Exercise Civil Bridge’ believed to be the first of its kind in Uganda, is to be conducted in Soroti and Kampala districts. 

Soroti was chosen because it had less exposure despite having experienced a series of disasters. 

British defence attache Lt. Col. Simon Etwerington, Maj. Dennis Westaway and UPDF’s deputy chief of operations in charge of disaster management and response, Col. Joseph Arocha attended the briefing. 

The British team is expected to brief the Government about their findings tomorrow.

Regional
Uganda bans cattle trade with Tanzania (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Uganda_bans_cattle_trade_with_Tanzania_81372.shtml 

Uganda has banned buying of cattle by traders and farmers from Tanzania through the border district of Isingiro due to a fresh outbreak of foot and mouth disease in the area.

The disease broke out last month in Matala village which borders Karagwe District of Tanzania where the disease is reported to have been raging.

District Veterinary Officer Bruhan Kasozi told Daily Monitor yesterday that the main market on the Tanzania side has been closed.

“We agreed with Tanzania officials to close Ryabatuura Market which is the main cattle market near Uganda. It’s where our traders have been buying cows,” he said.

However, traders and farmers continue to manipulate law enforcers and buy cattle from the district. 

Last week, a lorry carrying 23 cows from Isingiro to Kampala, was blocked near Isingiro Town Council.

Dr Kasozi said one trader, Charles Nuwabiine, was arrested while his two counterparts, George Wasswa and Ali Matovu are still at large.

Kenyan officials in Uganda over Migingo Island handover (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Kenyan_officials_in_Uganda_over_Migingo_Island_handover_81371.shtml 

A delegation of Kenyan land experts yesterday arrived in Kampala to meet their Ugandan counterparts over the disputed Migingo Island.

The three-day meeting which starts today at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, aims at formalising Kenya’s consent that Migingo Island is in Uganda.

State Minister for International Relations Henry Okello Oryem told Daily Monitor yesterday that both sides will sign an agreement to authenticate the agreed position.

“Both sides have agreed to put the consent in writing. A new boundary will be opened up using coordinates,” he said.

The tiny island found on L. Victoria nearly sparked off a diplomatic row last month after the two countries claimed its ownership. 

After several months of negotiations, Kenya ceded the island to Uganda.

Mr Okello said Uganda’s colonial map does not include Migingo.

“That’s why a new borderline will be opened up using a global Positioning system to include the one acre island,” he said. 
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