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Joint Operations against LRA 
Small Breakthrough in Kony Hunt (Institute for War & Peace Reporting)

http://www.iwpr.net/?p=acr&s=f&o=350887&apc_state=henpacr350604 

Last week’s capture of Lords Resistance Army commander Thomas Kwoyelo bought Uganda more time to do what it has been unable to for the past three months: put an end to LRA leader Joseph Kony.

Kwoyelo was wounded in a clash with Uganda forces in the remote regions of the Democratic Republic of Congo, DRC, and became Uganda’s biggest prize in the on-going mission.

Although he is not one of the LRA top commanders indicted by the International Criminal Court in 2005, Kwoyelo is the highest-ranking rebel to be captured since operation Lightning Thunder began on December 14 with an air strike on Kony’s camps in DRC.

Kwoyelo’s capture comes just as the Ugandan government convinced the Congolese government to extend Uganda’s stay in DRC – permission that is critical if the mission is to avoid becoming a dismal failure.

Last month, Congolese president Joseph Kabila insisted that Uganda leave by the end of February. But after a meeting with Ugandan president Yoweri Museveni last week in Kasese, Uganda, Kabila’s hard-line stance on a mission deadline softened.

Kabila is facing pressure to limit foreign troops on DRC soil because of concerns of a repeat of the Ugandan army occupation of much of eastern Congo from 1998 to 2003.

The International Court of Justice has ordered Uganda to pay compensation of an as yet unspecified amount – some suggest it could be of the order of billions of dollars.

The capture of Kwoyelo, though not highly significant in strategic terms, signals some success on the ground – success that has been distinctly lacking.

In addition to Kony, two other indicted commanders, Dominic Ongwen and Okot Odhiambo, are still alive and at large in DRC. Until the Ugandan troops capture them, this war against the LRA could go on for many more months.

An extended conflict will be costly in terms of Congolese civilian lives and Ugandan military personnel and material.

So far, the rebels have killed an estimated 900 civilians since they were dislodged from their bases in the DRC’s Garamba National Park, and continue to rampage.

This past week, the LRA attacked the Sudanese town of Yei on March 4, killing six locals and abducted six others, showing how difficult it is to control the scattered units of the LRA, despite the involvement Ugandan, South Sudan and DRC forces.

Uganda reportedly has three battalions, about 3,600 troops, based in Sudan and rotates soldiers in and out of the region to carry on their mission.

The Ugandan army sees Kwoyelo’s capture as a major victory and hopes to gather details of LRA activities.

"He knows the tactics, he knows the methods and the sources of weapons," Captain Tabaro Kiconco, a Ugandan army officer, told the press last week. "He has been one of our most wanted commanders. Once he recovers, then we expect a lot from him."

Indeed, a lot will be expected from him, especially the whereabouts of Kony and the other commanders.

Last month, speculation was high that Odhiambo and Ongwen might surrender to Ugandan forces following a request to that effect which had been received in a phone call to the International Office of Migration, a Swiss-based aid group.

IMO and United Nations officials are reported to have spent days in the Sudanese bush waiting for the commanders to turn up. When they didn’t, it led to speculation that they might have been arrested by Kony.

Kwoyelo, meanwhile, has been airlifted to Uganda and is expected to recover from his wounds.

While Kwoyelo’s capture is considered a victory, there’s been much criticism of the joint military operation in DRC.

“Of course the operation has had some successes, but that’s not what we expected from our army going to Congo,” Cecilia Ogwal, a female member of parliament from northern Uganda, said. “The operation was rushed and not well planned. So in the end, it will cost Ugandans economically.”

The operation has diverted attention and money away from the reconstruction of the north, she said, which suffered greatly from 20 years of war with Kony.

“Most of the issues that had been raised and agreed upon during the peace talks have not been effected – even those that could be done without a peace deal in place, like rebuilding lives, especially of victims of the conflict,” she continued.

“We don’t know and we can’t anticipate how this war will end, so it is this uncertainty that you see when you talk to people of northern Uganda, even as the [Lightning Thunder] operation is going on.”

Ugandans can only hope that the extra time granted the joint military offensive against Kony will produce a positive result, and not simply end up being another drawn out and costly conflict.
Last of abducted Aboke girls back home (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Last_of_abducted_Aboke_girls_back_home_81437.shtml 

She was dressed in a light blue blouse with an orange striped skirt and red open shoes. 

She smiled as she spoke and held her baby boy. It was the first time she was away from the rebel camp, 13 years after she was captured.

Catherine Ajok was one of the 30 girls abducted by the LRA rebels in October 1996 from St. Mary’s College Aboke,

She was the last to return home yesterday.
Ajok was brought back to Uganda in a Russian-made Antonov plane that landed at Entebbe Military base yesterday afternoon. 

She was received by the Airbase Commander, Lt. Col. Ham Kaija, the Army spokesman Maj. Felix Kulayigye and Air force publicist Captain Tabaro Kiconco.

“I’m very happy that I have returned back home. Thanks to the government of Uganda most especially the UPDF,” Ajok said.

“I can’t say anything but I’m happy to be back home,” she added in an interview that Maj. Kulayige ended shortly, when he stopped journalists from asking many questions that he said would traumatise her.

One could almost say it was by a stroke of luck that Ajok got her freedom. She was pregnant, with Kony’s child she says. When she gave birth, she was given to Col. Binangi group because at that point, as a breast feeding mother with a child during battle, she had become a security threat to the rebel leader. 

“I had spent three months without seeing Kony,” she said at the time she was rescued. Ajok finally reached UPDF base after one month of wandering in the jungles of Congo since UPDF gunships bombarded the group. She was in the western part in Doruma. The group she says was led by “Col. Binangi Swoop”.

Ajok, was found with her 21-month-old baby, Happy Odonga whom she said was fathered by Joseph Kony and whom she calls her husband. “We were over 30 wives of Kony. About 13 had given birth and the rest hadn’t”. 

When she came face to face with the UPDF army, Ajok was happy at last to see people from Uganda who were not rebels. She was welcomed to the Ugandan base by Brig. Patrick Kankiriho, the Operations Commander.

She was the only remaining Aboke abducted student in the hands of Kony who had made all the Aboke students his wives.
Two of the Aboke girls died and she was the only one left. Rescued with her was a pregnant 15-year-old Julien Merci, a Congolese.

From the plane, Ajok and her baby Odonga, were whisked to an unidentified home in Kampala were she will get psychological treatment before being handed over to her parents. The 26-year-old is the daughter to Dr Alfred Alyai and Lucy Namataka of Aboke in Apac district.

The UPDF medical officer who travelled with Ajok, Captain Leonard Ddungu, said she and the child were examined and both were in a fairly healthy condition.

“We shall continue diagnosing her and prefer the necessary treatment,” Captain Ddungu said.

UPDF publicist Major Felix Kulayige said that the rescue of Ajok is a big achievement to government since the launch of operation lightening thunder because self-seeking politicians were blaming the army for bombing empty camps.

“This marks the history that we can’t easily forget, for shameless Ugandans to subject such beautiful young girls to abject sufferings,” Major Kulayigye said.

“These are the fruits of our operations on the LRA. We are accounting for the tax payer’s money,” he added.

He said the army would yield bigger achievements when the operation continues if it has managed to yield utility in the short time it has been on. 

Ajok’s painful story begun on October 9, 1996, the night she was abducted. She was in senior two. At that time, her father was the acting District Medical officer of Apac District.
She, along with 149 girls, was abducted by the LRA rebels when the rebels attacked their school. The deputy head mistress of the college, Italian nun, Sister Rachele Fassera, went into the night in search of them.

The rebels agreed to release all but 30 girls. The nun pleaded and offered herself in the girls’ place. But the rebels refused and went off with the 30 captives. The Aboke abductions and Fassera’s dramatic actions drew unprecedented, to that point, international attention to the insurgency in northern Uganda.

Sr. Rachele and the parents of the remaining abducted children formed the Concerned Parents Association (CPA) to raise awareness of the abductions. In the course of their advocacy, the tale of the Aboke girls became one of the most widely known horror stories of the entire conflict.

Every year, the school holds a sombre ceremony on the anniversary of the raid. Students say prayers and walk silently, clutching candles, from the dorms to the memorial site.

A new crop of girls has since enrolled at St. Mary’s. But the raid has not been forgotten among the younger generation. In fact, it is now part of the curriculum. Every evening, after class, students must pray for the girls stolen from their beds and never returned.

When their prayers are over, the St. Mary’s students enter the very same dorms that were raided. They are locked inside the buildings, where the windows are sealed shut with concrete.

With Ajok’s return, their prayers have been answered.

Northern Uganda

Govt secures Shs120b for north (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Govt_secures_Shs120b_for_north_81440.shtml 

The government has finally secured at least Shs120billion required to kick start reconstruction programmes for the rehabilitation of war-torn northern Uganda, a development that has left area MPs in jubilation. 

Dokolo MP Felix Okot Ogong, who chairs the Greater North Parliamentary Association (GNPA), told Daily Monitor yesterday that he had received information from Prime Minister Apolo Nsibambi indicating the government had finally acquired money necessary to officially implement the highly-touted Peace Recovery and Development Programme (PRDP) for northern Uganda.

“I received a phone call from Prof. Nsibambi on Wednesday and he told me that now the government has Shs120 billion ready for the PRDP starting in July,” Mr Okot said. 

The GNPA is a caucus that bonds lawmakers from the West Nile, Acholi, Lango, Teso and Karamoja sub-regions, areas that have faced the brunt of the two-decade Lord’s Resistance Army insurgency against the government. 

Information Minister Kabakumba Matsiko confirmed the availability of the funds in a telephone interview yesterday and said the government would begin releasing funds next financial year, which commences in July 2009.

The revelation will offer northern Uganda’s political elite, including the government, much needed respite and comfort especially after the Prime Minister’s office, which is running the programme, admitted that the government had failed to raise money to implement the PRDP.

The PRDP is a $606 million (about Shs1.2 trillion) programme designed for interventions in northern Uganda for some 40 districts where government will contribute 30 per cent of the funds while 70 per cent will come from the donors. 

Launched by President Museveni in October 2007, the PRPD failed to take root due to funding shortfalls with government claiming a January 2009 suspension was executed to enable its technical team polish its structure and strategy. 

It is a factor that had led a cross-section of northern Uganda politicians to claim the programme was a hoax. 

While there were visible signs of excitement from the MPs at a meeting of the GNPA at Parliament yesterday, there were strong calls for the involvement of local leaders from the region in the implementation of the programme. 

“Our biggest problem is that government has never explained to us and no one knows how the PRDP will work,” said Kaberamaido Woman MP Florence Ekwau. 

“It has now become a jargon…we want to be involved in the process right from the beginning.” 

Health & HIV/AIDS
Apac health centres lack medical equipment (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/674433 

HEALTH centres in Apac district lack equipment, MPs were told on Monday. The district health officer, Dr. Mathew Emer, said the hospitals also lacked fuel for their ambulances. 

“After referring a patient to a better health facility, we ask the relatives to buy fuel for the ambulance. This is illegal, but we have no choice,” he said. 

Emer was addressing a meeting organised by Woman MPs Betty Amongi (Apac) and Francisca Akello (Pader) at Scouts Hall on Monday. 

The meeting, which discussed health issues, was attended by heads of health units, LC5 councillors and civil society organisations. 

Emer said teenage pregnancies were rampant and lead to high maternal deaths. 

He said the Government had reduced the sector’s annual ceiling of sh2.5b to sh1.4b, adding that the shortfall could lead to non-payment of salaries for health workers before the end of this financial year. 

Apac Hospital was built in 1974 but has never been renovated since. 

It has over 1,000 patients compared to its original capacity of 100, he said. 

Amongi said the findings would be tabled before Parliament for discussion. 

She said the fact-finding mission would use the data to lobby for more budget allocations to the health sector. 

Akello said the group was focusing on maternal health and the HIV/AIDS prevalence among women. 

“We have realised that many lives are lost in health units due to lack of equipment,” she said.
50,000 more to get free Aids drugs (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/674468 

ANOTHER 50,000 people living with HIV/AIDS are now eligible for free treatment under the new guidelines which the Ministry of Health released yesterday. 

The ministry recommended that anti-retroviral (ARV) treatment should start when the CD4 count of adults is less than 250, instead of 200 as has been the case, Sam Zaramba, the director-general of Health Services, said in a statement. 

CD4 count is a measure of the strength of the immune system. A higher CD4 count means that a person’s immunity is still strong. 

Dr. Kihumuro Apuuli, the Uganda AIDS Commission chairman, said under the new rules, the number of people eligible for the treatment will rise from 350,000 to about 400,000 people. ARVs suppress HIV to the extent that it cannot be detected in the blood. 

As at the end February, about 160,000 patients had been initiated on the treatment, just 50% of the people who need the life-prolonging drugs. 

For pregnant women and children less than 12 months, the treatment can start when CD4 cell counts are above 250 but less than 350, Zaramba said. 

Research in Uganda shows that treatment should start at the CD4 count of 350. However, due to shortage of resources, for many years the Ministry of Health has kept the cut-off point at 200. 

Dr. Andrew Kambugu, the head of mentoring and training at the Infectious Diseases Institute, said: “The 250 cut-off point is the balance between what science says and what the health ministry can afford.” 

Antiretroviral therapy first became available in 1998. About 1,500 patients are enrolled monthly. In August 2008, the drugs ran out and the ministry averted the shortage partly through soliciting for donations. 

“In order to reach the majority of all patients who require ARVs, steps are being taken to scale up HIV counselling and testing services,” Zaramba said. He said when people know their HIV sero-status, it can facilitate them to enter treatment early before they start getting complications. 

Only 25% of Ugandans know their HIV status. However, the Government has been encouraging people, especially the youth, to find out their HIV sero status to promote responsible living in case they are HIV-positive. 

Nearly 650,000 Ugandans unknowingly live with HIV-positive sexual partners. If nothing is done to make them aware of the risk, about 13% of them (about 85,000) will become infected this year. This partly explains why Uganda’s HIV infection rate is going up. 

More than a million Ugandans live with HIV. This translates to a prevalence rate of 6%. 

Catching more than fish (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=83424
Ugandan researchers are conducting the first study to find workable HIV interventions to help the country's highly vulnerable fishing communities. 

"We have limited data from research that has been done in small isolated studies among the fishing communities on the lake; we hope this study will give us national data to feed into the regional picture for HIV intervention on the entire Lake Victoria basin," said Elizabeth Birabwa, communication officer for the Lake Victoria Fisheries Organisation (LVFO). 

Official government statistics put HIV prevalence in fishing communities at 28 percent, more than four times the national average of 6.4 percent, but experts fear it could be even higher. According to the LVFO, http://www.lvfo.org, HIV prevalence in fishing communities could be as high as 40 percent. 

The results of the three-year study will feed into the five-year National HIV and AIDS Strategic Plan of the Uganda AIDS Commission and the Ministry of Health, which intends to reduce the rates of infection among vulnerable groups by 40 percent by 2012. 

The research is being supported by a grant of 3.5 million Euros by the European and Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnerships. It will track a cohort of 1,000 participants, and will entail screening, sensitising, and obtaining information to design effective interventions. 

Fishing communities have largely been neglected in the national AIDS response, but as more fishermen die from AIDS-related illnesses, the fisheries sector has come under threat; in 2007/08, fish accounted for 12 percent of exports. 

High-risk communities 

AIDS educators and health professionals trying to provide medical services have found it difficult to reach many of the islands where the fishermen live, while a variety of factors expose them to greater risk. 

There are many more men than women on the islands, leading to the "sharing" of women; alcohol abuse is frequent; there are relatively large amounts of disposable cash, often spent on sex; ignorance is widespread; there is a lack of access to HIV services, such as voluntary counselling and testing, and antiretroviral medication. 

"You cannot imagine the level of ignorance among these communities; some people just do not know how the virus is spread - some have no questions and no answers," Dr Pontiano Kaleebu, principal investigator of the study, told IRIN/PlusNews. 

Fishermen often have sex with local women when they bring their catch to the mainland, acting as a bridge for spreading the virus to the general population. 

Two hundred people have so far been enrolled in the new study, which will take place at three sites on islands and the shore of Lake Victoria in the central districts of Masaka and Entebbe. "People are enthusiastic about it and are participating actively because they feel they have been neglected," Kaleebu said. 

Experts warn on drug resistance (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/674486 

THE continued misuse of antibiotics through self-medication has reduced their ability to cure illnesses, health experts have warned. 

“If you don’t need antibiotics, don’t use them. They should be used following proper diagnosis and prescription. Many bacteria over time become resistant to drugs that are excessively used,” said Prof. Thomas O’brien, the vice-president of the Alliance for the Prudent Use of Antibiotics. 

Antibiotics are drugs used to treat or prevent bacterial infections. 

However, some of these drugs may cause allergic reactions in some people. O’brien said constant use of antibiotics makes germs ‘get used to them’. 

He advised health practitioners and policy makers to put measures in place that regulate drug distribution and administration. 

“In general, having efficient and effective inspection and licensing procedures helps to check the misuse of drugs like antibiotics,” he said, adding that caretakers should be enlightened on drug administration. 

O’brien was delivering a lecture on drug resistance in the developing world on Wednesday at Makerere University Medical School in Mulago Hospital. 

He advised the public and policy makers to promote vaccination as a means of boosting immunity. 

“Of course, not all infections have vaccines but even for those with vaccines, the global vaccination and immunisation response is still poor,” O’brien said. 

Dr. Sam Zaramba, the director general of health services, said the most commonly misused drugs in Uganda include penicillin, ampicillin and septrin. 

“The main challenge we have today is people who sell drugs over the counter. They promote self-medication, which is dangerous,” he said. 

Zaramba added: “We always discourage pharmacists from selling drugs without a doctor’s specified prescription and dosage.” 

New meningitis vaccine nears debut (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=83432 

A new vaccine that promises to eradicate meningitis in Africa will be rolled out in a mass campaign in West Africa this year, according to the UN World Health Organization (WHO).

Twenty-five million doses of the meningococcal A, or MenA, vaccine are currently in production in India and the drug is expected to be introduced in Burkina Faso late 2009.

“This is the beginning of the end of the disease,” said Mark LaForce, the director of the Meningitis Vaccine Project (MVP), an initiative of WHO and the non-profit PATH that has been developing the vaccine since 2003.

The vaccine currently used in the region spanning from Senegal to Ethiopia – called the ‘meningitis belt’ for its vulnerability to deadly outbreaks – offers at most two years of protection, according to MVP.

While the disease is more deadly in the meningitis belt than anywhere else in the world, there have been no prevention vaccines for the strain found in Africa- until now, according to clinical trials with MenA.

Recent studies with patients age one to 29 in India, Mali, and The Gambia have shown that the new vaccine will provide long-term protection. Lead researcher LaForce has said the drug “will allow the elimination of the meningococcal [meningitis] epidemics that have afflicted the continent [Africa] for more than 100 years.”

Months away from the vaccine’s US$29-million donor-financed debut in three countries – Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger – LaForce told IRIN the deadly bacteria that attack the spinal cord and brain lining cannot be wiped out overnight.

“Look at polio and how long it took to eradicate that. We are looking at 10 years at least [for eradication],” he said.

More than 45 years after the polio vaccine was licensed, there were still more than 1,600 infections worldwide in 2008, according to WHO – down from 350,000 cases 20 years ago.

LaForce told IRIN the MenA vaccination campaign’s goal is to reach “herd immunity”, in which if at least 70 percent of the population is immunised, then the entire population is protected.

When asked if people who might refuse vaccinations could thwart herd immunity, LaForce said the response has been “tremendous” in clinical trials to the vaccine and that “70 percent [immunisation] coverage will not be hard to reach.”

LaForce has said that “a single case of meningitis can drive a family into a spiral of poverty from which they may never recover.”

Even with antibiotic treatment, at least 10 percent of people stricken with meningitis die and 20 percent are left with permanent disability including mental retardation, deafness or amputation, according to WHO.

WHO aims to immunise 250 million people in the meningitis belt by 2015. The Global Alliance for Vaccine and Immunization (GAVI) has agreed to create an emergency stockpile of the MenA vaccine starting in 2011 with an initial investment of $55 million.

WHO has pledged to “fast-track” approval of the vaccine as soon as it is licensed in India, according to the director of WHO’s Initiative for Vaccine Research, Marie-Paule Kieny.

Kieny told IRIN the vaccine is scheduled to become a routine childhood immunisation by 2012.

Potential obstacles to mass immunisation are new meningitis strains and inadequate funds to continue beyond the three roll-out countries, according to Kieny.

MenA is expected to cost governments 40 cents per dose; current meningitis vaccines cost up to $1.58, according to WHO.

LaForce said the challenge in developing MenA has been in part financial. “These are the poorest areas in the world. Large pharmaceuticals were not interested in producing a specific product for Africa.” 

Regional
Doctors Without Borders workers abducted in Darfur (IHT)

http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2009/03/12/europe/EU-Belgium-Darfur-Kidnappings.php 

Armed men stormed an aid agency compound in Darfur and kidnapped three Westerners, heightening fears that foreigners will be targeted in the backlash over the international arrest warrant for Sudan's president.

The three workers for Doctors Without Borders were kidnapped late Wednesday in a government-controlled area in northern Darfur, close to a stronghold of government-allied Arab militiamen known as janjaweed.

The Sudanese government condemned the attack and denied any involvement. But officials quickly blamed the arrest warrant issued last week by the Netherlands-based International Criminal Court accusing President Omar al-Bashir of war crimes in Darfur.

"Anything that goes wrong (since the warrant) onwards I personally attribute to the ICC decision," Foreign Ministry spokesman Ali Youssef said.

Ali Sadiq, another Foreign Ministry official, told Al-Jazeera television that his ministry had warned that the warrant "encourages lawlessness and armed groups to target aid groups and their workers."
Late Thursday, a state-linked media organization said the kidnappers had demanded a ransom. Quoting the governor of North Darfur, the Sudan Media Center said local government officials had begun negotiations.

"The kidnappers asked for a ransom and they reassured us that they don't want violence," Gov. Osman Kebir was quoted as saying. The report did not say how much money was demanded.

Kebir said he had phoned the kidnappers at a number sent to him by the abductors and also had spoken with the captives, who said they were in good condition, according to the report.

Al-Bashir's government has been warning since even before the warrant was issued March 4 that the case could lead to revenge attacks by Sudanese, though it said it would try to protect aid workers, peacekeepers and other foreigners.

Sudan has vehemently denounced the warrant as a "colonialist" attempt to destabilize the country. After it was announced, Khartoum retaliated by expelling the 13 biggest aid groups working in Darfur, accusing them of helping the court.

The expulsion has sparked fears of a humanitarian crisis in the region, where the government and rebels have been fighting for six years and several million people rely on international agencies for food, shelter and water.

The Dutch and French branches of Doctors Without Borders, also known as Medecins Sans Frontieres, or MSF, were among the expelled aid groups. But the abducted staffers belonged to its Belgian branch, which was allowed to remain along with the Spanish and Swiss branches and dozens of other smaller aid groups.

MSF said Thursday that because of safety concerns all its branches would move their personnel out of Darfur to Khartoum — except for a small number working for the abducted staffers' release.

"Evacuation will mean an interruption to many of MSF's essential medical services in Darfur. MSF is extremely worried both for our abducted colleagues and for the populations that MSF teams had been providing medical aid to," the group said in a statement.

Earlier this week, the U.S. Embassy in Khartoum authorized the departure of nonessential staff, saying the security situation was "uncertain."

Several Islamic fundamentalist groups and a militia in Darfur have made public threats to attack ICC supporters in Sudan. The threat was dismissed by Sudanese officials as an expression of "political support" for al-Bashir.

In the Wednesday evening attack, gunmen entered the compound where the MSF-Belgium staffers lived and worked in the rural town of Saraf Umra, 230 kilometers (125 miles) west of the regional capital El Fasher, said Susan Sandars, an MSF spokeswoman in Nairobi, Kenya. The clinic provides vaccinations, treatment for malnutrition and prenatal care.

The gunmen seized a Canadian nurse, an Italian doctor and a French coordinator, along with two Sudanese guards who were released several hours later, Sandars said. It was not clear if violence was used in the abduction.

Banditry, break-ins and carjackings against aid organizations have long been common in Darfur, usually blamed on the many armed groups operating in the region. Worsening lawlessness in the past year forced many aid workers to travel only by helicopter to avoid high-risk roads.

Sudanese aid workers have been killed in such attacks. Others have been held by attackers, with most quickly freed after being stripped of their vehicles, equipment or cash.

The latest attack was different. "Deliberately going to some place with the intention of taking people away" has not been seen before, said Kemal Saiki, communication director for the joint United Nations-African Union peacekeeping mission in Darfur.

The attackers likely faced little or no resistance since security around such compounds is often not strong, Saiki said.

The three captives were allowed by the kidnappers to call MSF colleagues to assure them they are in good health, said Hassabo Abdel-Rahman of Sudan's government humanitarian affairs office. The captives said that "they are eating and drinking and are OK," he told reporters.
The two released Sudanese guards were questioned by police but could not identify their abductors, Abdel-Rahman said.

"It's an isolated and immoral act," the spokesman said.

A Darfur rebel group, Sudan Liberation Movement-Unity, accused the government of being behind the kidnapping, saying authorities were trying to create "a security vacuum" in Darfur.

Four peacekeepers were wounded in an ambush in western Darfur only days before the abduction. The attackers were never identified.

The ICC warrant accuses al-Bashir of orchestrating atrocities against civilians in Darfur, where his Arab-led government has been battling ethnic African rebels since 2003. Up to 300,000 people have been killed, and 2.7 million have been driven from their homes.
Museveni, Kiir discuss Bashir fate (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/674469 

SUDAN President Omar el-Bashir’s arrest should be deferred and tied to progress in the peace process in Darfur, President Yoweri Museveni has said. 

Museveni supported the African Union’s call for “provisional immunity” for the sake of peace. 

The International Criminal Court has issued a warrant of arrest for Bashir for war crimes and crimes against humanity in Darfur. Bashir denies the charges. 

The UN estimates that 300,000 people died and 2.7 million displaced since rebels took up arms in 2003 demanding more resources and power from Khartoum. 

Standing side by-by-side with Kiir, Museveni said it would be reasonable to ask the United Nations Security Council to defer the indictment provided the delay was tied to the performance of the peace process. 

Museveni said at a time when Burundi was torn apart by war and some leaders were wanted for human rights violations, provisional immunity granted to them pushed the peace process forward. 

Museveni said he discussed the indictment with Bashir at the AU summit in Ethiopia. 

He said the AU had sent a high powered delegation, led by former South Africa President Thabo Mbeki, to Khartoum and Darfur. 

“I don’t want to condemn Bashir nor do I want to condone his actions,” Museveni said. 

But as the AU probes the crimes, he said, other options needed to be weighed because it was complicated to arrest someone who is running a country. 

Kiir said the best option was to suspend the indictment since the peace agreements concluded in Sudan could still be executed. 

“That’s the position of AU: to work for development,” Kiir said. “The agreements are there to be implemented, indictment or no indictment.” 

Asked if he would arrest Bashir on behalf of the ICC if he travelled to the south, where he is the president, Kiir said: “I am not the police of the ICC.” 

African and Arab countries, along with China and Russia, want the delay of the warrant fearing it will damage the Darfur peace efforts. But the US, the UK and France have rejected the call. 

After the warrant was issued, Sudan immediately expelled 13 aid agencies, accusing them of taking 99% of the budget for humanitarian work themselves, and giving the people of Darfur 1%. 

He threatened to kick out more foreign workers if they did not obey Sudan’s laws. The UN said expelling charities puts more than one million lives at risk. 

Commenting on his meeting with Kiir, Museveni said they discussed trade between Uganda, South Sudan and East Africa. 

He thanked Kiir for South Sudan’s role in brokering the failed peace talks with LRA and its support to the on-going military offensive against the rebels in DRC. 

Kiir agreed with Museveni. “There are problems faced by business people which need to be addressed by both sides,” he stated. 

On Kony, he said: “When Kony decided not to sign the agreed document on November 29, 2008, he opted for the military action.” 

Museveni sets tough conditions for Bashir (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Museveni_sets_tough_conditions_for_Bashir_81438.shtml 

President Museveni has said he supports the arrest of his wanted Sudanese counterpart, Omar al-Bashir if Khartoum does not take concrete steps to ensure peace in the restive Darfur region and other parts of the country.

“Yes, there is the [option of arresting] and handing him [Bashir] over to [the ICC]; we can work in that way,” Mr Museveni said, responding to a journalist’s question at a press conference at State House, Nakasero yesterday on whether Kampala would cooperate to arrest the Sudanese leader if he stepped in Uganda. 

The International Criminal Court (ICC), the first permanent world court for war crimes, last week issued a warrant of arrest for Gen. Bashir indicted for war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

Prosecutors at The Hague, The Netherlands, said the Sudanese leader has been directing and facilitating the Janjaweed Arab militia to kill, maim and rape indiscriminately in the ongoing fighting in the West of the country where aid agencies say up to 300, 000 people have been killed and nearly 3 million displaced over the last five years.

“My original position has been that I don’t want to condemn [President] Bashir nor do I want to condone his actions,” Mr Museveni said, standing side by side with Gen. Salva Kiir; Sudan’s 1st vice President and President of the Government of South Sudan on a State visit to Uganda.

Mr Museveni, however, said due to the “complications” in arresting a sitting head of state, he is working with other African leaders to explore the possibility of provisional suspension of the arrest warrants against Bashir, subject to an end of state brutality and restoration of peace for all Sudanese citizens.

“What would be reasonable is if the UN Security Council [is to consider] deferment of the arrest warrants, it will have to be tied to the progress of the peace process in Darfur,” he said, “It would be reasonable to say: Defer execution of the warrants of arrest as we [Sudan government officials] proceed with the implementation of the peace process. Something like that would be constructive in my opinion.”

It emerged yesterday that the final position of most African Union leaders, who initially appeared inclined to the UN Security Council staying execution of the arrest warrants, would now be determined by the findings of an ad hoc committee headed by former South African President, Thabo Mbeki that the continental body commissioned to verify the reported human tragedy in Darfur.

Even as Mr Museveni appeared enthusiastic about the two-pronged approach – arrest of Bashir or conditional deferment of the arrest warrant - his guest, Salva Kiir, took a parallel route, stating unequivocally that “I am not a police[man] of the ICC [to arrest Gen. Bashir].

“He is my President and I am his first vice president. It is not my responsibility to arrest and hand him over to the ICC,” he said.

Gen. Kiir suggested yesterday that the expected arrest of his President could derail implementation of truce pacts reached in Sudan, including the 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) that ended decades of civil war between the Arab north and the Sudanese People Liberation Army/Movement.

As it turns out, Gen. Bashir and his host used yesterday’s meeting to discuss impediments to the implementation of the CPA and explore ways of a breakthrough.

The two leaders spoke at length about the ongoing military offensive against the LRA inside the DRC, but offered no details about any agreed positions. 

Gen. Kiir said they also reviewed the thriving business between Uganda and South Sudan since the traders sometimes encounter problems “that need to be addressed on both sides.”
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