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Note: Due to difficulties in accessing its online version, we are unable to include more than one story from the New Vision in today’s bulletin.  
Joint Operations against LRA 
UPDF ends DR Congo operation (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/UPDF_ends_DR_Congo_operation_81621.shtml 

The Uganda People’s Defence Forces yesterday abruptly ended its three-month old military offensive against the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels in Garamba and started withdrawing its troops. 

The first batch of 130 soldiers arrived at Entebbe Air Force base last night, as the army insisted the failure to achieve the core objective of capturing or killing LRA leader Joseph Kony as planned does not mean Operation Lightning Thunder had flopped.

Speaking to Daily Monitor in Garamba, UPDF Spokesman Felix Kulayigye said, “From now onwards, the Congolese are pursuing this operation. And therefore, effective today [Sunday], there will be no more Operation Lightning Thunder on the part of UPDF so the Ugandans are to leave starting today. The withdrawal is expected to last eight days,”

The Deputy Chief of Defence Forces, Lt. Gen. Ivan Koreta, while receiving the new arrivals in Entebbe denied reports the DRC government kicked out UPDF soldiers who sought to stay on until achieving all objectives of its military however long the duration.

“We have signed an agreement with DR Congo and agreed to pull out our forces for international relations,” he said, “Congo has also agreed to continue the hunt for Kony and we will continue sharing intelligence information on LRA.”

The Air Force Chief of Staff, Col. Moses Rwakitarate, who led the returnees, said, “UPDF’s victory is not capturing Kony but failing the enemy’s normal operations. 

Therefore, Operations Lightning Thunder was a success because we have managed to kill many of Kony’s fighters and rescue over 300 abductees.”

In Garamba, the departure of the first batch of soldiers was preceded by a handover ceremony in which the Uganda Chief of Defence Forces, Gen Aronda Nyakairima, said the UPDF was leaving at a time the LRA is at “their weakest point we have ever seen”.

The DR Congo Chief of General Staff, Gen. Didier Etumba Longila, said, “We will continue hunting the terrorist Kony and his forces until they are neutralised”. 
The ceremony in Garamba was attended by Uganda’s Minister of State for Defence, Lt. Gen. Jeje Odongo and his Congolese counterpart, Charles Mwando, Congolese Minister of Interior Celestin Mbuyu, for Media Lambert Mende, Operation Commanders from the two countries and the head of MONUC, Alein Doss.

However, Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA), whose participation in the operation that started in December was limited to patrolling their border, was not represented at the ceremony.

Maj. Kulayigye, told Daily Monitor although they had failed to capture or kill Kony, they had at least achieved two of the three major objectives of their operation; dismantling the LRA command structure, rescuing abductees and killing/capturing senior LRA commanders, all of which have combined to weaken the rebel group.

“This gives us confidence that the LRA’s ability to resurface is diminished as long as the operation continues. That is why our colleagues here are going to continue with the operation,” said Maj. Kulayigye, who added that Uganda’s only role from now on will be to provide the Congo army with intelligence that comes its way.
A top Ugandan diplomat in Kinshasa, who declined to be named owing to the sensitivity of the matter, rebutted allegations that President Joseph Kabila forced out the UPDF after coming under pressure from nationalist politicians jittery over the open-ended stay of Ugandan soldiers inside DRC - reminiscent of the infamous 1997-2003 invasion.

“I don’t get the impression that Kinshasa did not want UPDF in the DRC, otherwise our troops would not have stayed in Garamba this long,” said the Ugandan embassy official.]

Ugandan and Congolese officials said in Garamba that the decision to withdraw the UPDF from Garamba was reached by Presidents Museveni and Kabila during their recent meeting in Kasese.

Members of the Tripartite Plus regional grouping, perhaps believing a saturated air strike accompanied by surgical operation by ground troops could promptly decimate the LRA, authorised a one-month UPDF-led raid on the rebels, opening on December 14, last year.

The military operation, which failed to compel LRA fighters to assemble at Ri-Kwangba so that their leader Kony would sign the Final Peace Agreement negotiated over two years in Juba, was extended until yesterday when the nearly 10, 000 Ugandan troops transferred responsibility of destroying the LRA to Kinshasa supported by Monuc.

President Museveni was due to meet former Mozambican President, Joachim Chissano, the UN secretary-general’s special envoy for LRA affected last night to “update themselves on the issue of solving the issue of Kony.”
The State Minister for International Affairs, Henry Okello-Oryem, a former top member of the government team at Juba Talks, said last evening that, “President Museveni and his guest will try to identify whether there are initiatives that could be started to conclusively address the LRA insurgency.”

The UPDF withdrawal from the DRC wilderness, which began with the arrival at Entebbe Airport of the batch yesterday, could take a week or longer time. 

Daily Monitor has been told that President Museveni’s son, Lt. Col. Muhoozi Kainerugaba who headed the Special Forces on the Garamba mission returned home nearly three weeks ago, signaling a possible closure of the offensive.

Mr Nyekorach Matsanga, the leader of the LRA peace delegation who purports to be speaking on behalf of the rebels’ High Command, called Mr Chissano yesterday claiming he spoke with Joseph Kony at 4am on Saturday night and that the rebel leader declared his readiness to sign the final pact.

Mr Matsanga was told to inform the rebel chief to directly communicate with Mr Chissano or chief mediator and South Sudan vice President, Dr Riek Machar if he cannot call President Museveni to discuss the way forward.

But Minister Okello-Oryem last evening dismissed Mr Matsanga who has repeatedly said Joseph Kony is for peace, as an unserious character. 

See Also:

Ugandan army begins Congo pullout (BBC)

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7945050.stm 

LRA Rebels Say Uganda Troop Withdrawal is a Triumph of Peace Over War (VOA)

http://www.voanews.com/english/Africa/2009-03-16-voa4.cfm 

The Ugandan military announced Sunday that it has begun withdrawing its forces from the Democratic Republic of Congo where they have been pursuing Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels. Since December last year, the Ugandan military have been engaged in a joint operation with Congolese and southern Sudanese forces against the LRA.  

The operation was launched after rebel leader Joseph Kony failed to sign a peace agreement last year. Ugandan military spokesman Felix Kulayigye said Sunday the operation had been a success, with around 100 LRA rebels killed and more than 200 abductees rescued.  

LRA chief peace negotiator David Matsanga told VOA the military adventure in Congo was a failure because with Kony still at large, the northern Uganda conflict can only be resolved through peaceful means. 

"I have said time and time again over this radio station and other radio stations worldwide that the attack on 13 of December 2008 was not called for. It was meant to destroy the peace process. The withdrawal is a triumph for peace lovers like me and others who have fought so hard to make sure that Ugandan troops withdraw and that we re-engage the Ugandan government in a neutral country so that we can find a long-lasting solution to our problem," he said.

Matsanga rejected Ugandan military spokesman Felix Kulayigye's claims that the Congo operation was a success because around 100 LRA rebels had been killed and more than 200 abductees rescued.

"What do you call success? You call killing people a success? A person like Major Felix Kulayigye has never seen much of the trouble, anguish, the pain the people of northern Uganda have gone through. What success when you have killed over 1,000 people, people's property have been destroyed and you have called that success? In fact if the chief of defence forces of Uganda was an honorable man he would resign because he gave wrong intelligence information to President (Yoweri) Museveni and the operation has collapsed," Matsanga said.

Humanitarian groups and human rights activists have accused the LRA of massacring hundreds of civilians during the joint operation in Congo.

Matsanga laid the blame for the alleged killings on a battalion of the Ugandan defense forces.

"Everybody knows that I said Battalion 105 is a battalion composed of a breakaway group of LRA combatants. They are in Dumbu as we speak right now. So these killings, most of them were done by Battalion 105. Why doesn't the U.N. investigate what is the composition of this Battalion, where are they, how many of them are there, what are they doing?" he said.

Matsanga said the Ugandan conflict cannot be resolved through military means. To drive that point home, he said former Mozambican President Joachim Chissano and United Nations special envoy to for the Ugandan conflict was in Uganda to explore ways to restart the stalled peace process.

"I would like to tell you yesterday I met President Chissano; I presented President Chissan with a proposal what we call in conflict resolution a roadmap to peace. We have put in this document, one ceasefire. We want a total ceasefire in the region so that we can communicate with our commanders on the ground on what we should do. Two, a stakeholders' conference to assess why President Museveni and others decided to attack when there is a peace process," Matsanga said.

The Ugandan government has been pushing for LRA leader Joseph Kony to sign the final peace agreement. But Matsanga said Kony cannot sign any agreement when the group is under attack from the Ugandan military.

"How can Kony sign an agreement when there is no ceasefire? How can Kony sign an agreement when jet fighters are on top looking for him? How can Kony sign an agreement when everybody knows that the ICC (International Criminal Court) indictments are the ones that have collapsed this peace process? So these are the issues that we want to look and then bring permanent peace to northern Uganda," Matsanga said.
LRA declares ceasefire (Capital News)

http://www.capitalfm.co.ke/news/Local/LRA-declares-ceasefire-3656.html 

Mar 13 - The Lords Resistance Army (LRA) declared on Friday that it would begin a temporary ceasefire next Wednesday to foster conducive grounds for the signing of a peace agreement.

Chief Negotiator David Nyekorach-Matsanga said General Kony was willing to sign a peace deal on condition that the Ugandan government declares a ceasefire to embark on comprehensive dialogue.

“The LRA proposals for peace are a temporary public ceasefire declared by both parties LRA/GOSS at 1200hrs on March 18. Followed by declaration of a temporary ceasefire by GOSS and DRC at 1200hrs on March 19,” he said.

At a press conference in Nairobi, Mr Matsanga said most LRA combatants are Christians and would not launch attacks during the specified period.

“They don’t raid at this time. That is why they have given this olive branch of peace. We want to go to the table,” he said.

The negotiator said the length of the ceasefire and extensions would be discussed at a stakeholder’s conference that will be held earlier or on March 28 and 29 in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

And he warned that General Kony had made it clear he would not go to Juba because he wants a neutral ground.

“We want a neutral ground like Kenya or Tanzania,” Mr Matsanga said, adding that they wanted assurance of security during the negotiation period which they suggest should be provided by a standby force from regional countries like Kenya, Tanzania, or Mozambique.

“They will be in an assembly point and once they are in an assembly point, nobody is going to touch them,” he said.

“We therefore, call upon all regional leaders in the Great Lakes Region to embrace the current proposals of peace and ceasefire as the last attempt to end the conflict peacefully,” he added.

Unless the AU standby force intervenes to provide security, he said, the assembly would not take place.

“Assembly of LRA combatants will only begin when the African Union standby force of neutral countries is composed and verification that there is protection for LRA fighters,” he said.

Mr Matsanga maintains LRA will not allow its leader to be tried at the International Criminal Court (ICC) at The Hague ‘because it cannot provide justice’.

He said as long Uganda is not a failed state, there is no reason why any of its citizens should be tried outside its jurisdictions.

“ICC is a political instrument, we cannot trust it to give us justice. I don’t have confidence in it at all,” he said. 
Ugandan rebels seek meeting over peace talks (Xinhua)

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-03/13/content_11008295.htm 

March 13 (Xinhua) -- The Uganda rebels are seeking a stakeholders meeting to be held later this month in Tanzania to discuss ways of shoring up peace talks that will culminate into the signing of the final peace agreement. 

Speaking in Nairobi on Friday, Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) peace negotiator David Nyekorach Matsanga also said military operations against the rebels will not bring peace to northern Uganda.

Matsanga told a news conference in Nairobi that the military operation named Operation Lighting Thunder which was launched by Ugandan government mid last December has not succeeded but instead has worsened the situation on the ground.

He said the planned meeting which will take place in Tanzania between March 28 and March 29 will discuss public ceasefire between the two parties and ways in which elusive LRA leader Joseph Kony can sign the peace agreement.

"This is why I went to Tanzania to deliver a petition to the Secretary General of the United Nations and to all the people concerned in this conflict, Riek Machar of Sudan and Salva Kiir of Sudan that there is need for a ceasefire and a back up of African Union standby force of neutral countries to protect the LRA fighters," he said.

"The length of the ceasefire and extensions will be discussed in a stakeholders' conference to be held earlier or on March 28 and 29 in Tanzania. If this proposal is taken onboard by the Ugandan government, the LRA peace delegation will inform the LRA High Command and General Kony to decide the next stage of the conflict."

LRA has been fighting Uganda's government for 20 years, and has also become a regional threat, extending its killing, kidnapping, and maiming of civilians into Congo, southern Sudan, and the Central African Republic.

The rebel group negotiated a peace deal with the Ugandan government, but the group's leader, Joseph Kony, has failed to show up on multiple occasions to sign the agreement.

"We are seeking a dialogue with President Yoweri Museveni to ask him if he wants to pursue peace or want to see LRA scattered across the region as it's the situation now," said the LRA peace negotiator.

Matsanga also said the movement wants the International Criminal Court to drop war crimes charges against its leaders before the accord is signed.

He said ICC arrest warrants against Kony and some of top commanders should be suspended to allow the LRA leader and his fighters to assembly in the Congolese border town of Rikwamba to sign the final peace agreement.

"Why should you ferry an African in the 21st century to answer charges for crimes committed in an African soil? The ICC arrest warrants will not create a conducive atmosphere for the signing of the final peace agreement in Uganda," he said.

Matsanga said negotiations were the only way out of the current conflict in northern Uganda which he said will not stop as long as the region remains marginalized.

"As long as northern Uganda remains marginalized, even if you kill Joseph Kony, a more refined rebellion will still emerge from the region," Matsanga cautioned.

Ugandan troops led an assault on LRA hide-outs in mid-December but have failed to catch the group's elusive leader, Joseph Kony, or either of his two indicted deputies.

In reprisal for the offensive, the rebels have attacked Congolese villages, massacring more than 900 people.

Matsanga denied the Ugandan government announcement that it has captured a top LRA commander in joint operations with the DRC and South Sudan.

A Ugandan army spokesman said last week that troops captured Thomas Kwoyelo, who is believed to be fourth-in-command of the rebel group Tuesday in the remote forests in northeastern Congo.

But Matsanga said the news of Kwoyelo's capture was a hoax. "Most of the time when the Ugandan government talks about capturing commanders or people surrendering it becomes a hoax. If they have said they have Kwoyelo with them, they should always bring Kwoyelo. We know who he is, we know what he looks like, and most people have doubted the picture they have put on TV is Kwoyelo's picture," he said.

The caption of a picture on a Ugandan government website shows a man the caption said was Kwoyelo being assisted by Ugandan army officers as he disembarks a plane on arrival at Entebbe military airbase.

Matsanga said the picture is part of Ugandan government propaganda to prove to the government of the Democratic Republic of Congo that the joint military operation in eastern Congo is working.

Ugandan insurgents warn oil find may ignite new war (Afrique en Ligne) 

http://www.afriquejet.com/news/africa-news/ugandan-insurgents-warn-oil-find-may-ignite-new-war-2009031523744.html 

Ugandan rebel Lords Resistance Army (LRA), the notorious group that has been abducting its victims and using them as sex slaves, says the recent discovery of oil in the northern part of the country might ignite a new war in the volatile region.

LRA’s chief negotiator, David Matsanga said at a news conference in Nairobi Friday the discovery of oil wells in Uganda’s northern region could ignite a fresh war in the region as the rebel group seeks to re-enter the country from its hideouts in the Congo and Sudan.

“There might be a fight motivated by the need to protect the oil fields,” Matsanga, the leader of LRA delegation spearheading talks with the government said, expressing his group’s wish to re-engage in fresh peace efforts.

He said the biggest oil find in northern Uganda were discovered near the ancestral home of LRA leader Joseph Kony, a mystic who survived a recent military operation targeting his base 15 December in which he escaped capture.

The rebel group, which has been fighting against President Yoweri Museveni since he seized power in 1986, said the group was happy that President Joseph Kabila had declined efforts by the Ugandan government to launch fresh attacks against rebels.

“It is difficult for Museveni to cool the situation down, unless he comes back to the table,” Matsanga, who accused the Ugandan government of attempting to end the talks through military tactics, told journalists.

Ugandan authorities launched attacks against LRA positions in an effort to weaken the rebel group and force its leadership to either negotiate or sign an agreement with the Ugandan government, ending the two-decade long war in the country's northern region.

Oil discoveries around Uganda’s Lake Albert have been reported to be amongst the largest finds around the Great Lakes region and the discovery has been the greatest source of hope for Uganda and its impoverished citizens.

The government has been urging foreign firms to immediately take the opportunity to invest in the country’s emerging oil and gas market, which is suspected to hold some 100 to 300 million barrels of oil underground.

Meanwhile, LRA has issued a list of conditionalities it wants fulfilled before it agrees to talks with the Ugandan government on the signing of a more comprehensive peace agreement with the government to end the 23-year old insurgency.

The group has called for a 90-day ceasefire by both parties - LRA and the Ugandan government - to facilitate the negotiations for a peaceful end to the conflict.

The group said the temporary ceasefire must be followed by another three-month ceasefire signed by the secondary parties to the conflict, the Democratic Republic of Congo and the Government of South Sudan, to end attacks against the LRA.

The temporary ceasefire will be coordinated by the former Mozambican President Joachim Chissanno, UN Special Envoy for LRA-affected areas and a ceasefire-monitoring team based in Southern Sudan.
Hunted LRA forces strike two villages in Sudan’s W. Equatoria (Sudan Tribune)

http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article30495 

14 March 2009
Thirteen villagers were killed in Western Equatoria State by guerrillas of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), the chairman of the Western Equatoria Azande Community World-Wide Organisation has recounted to Sudan Tribune, while three LRA rebels were killed by SPLA-backed local self-defence groups.
After being hunted through the Andari forest, some LRA forces escaped and struck an undefended village, killing 12 deaths in Ezo County and one in another attack in Ibba County as reported today.

Inhabitants of the state have formed armed parties to oppose the LRA, known as "Arrow Youth" because sometimes they are armed only with bows and arrows. But recently they have indicated that they receive support, including ammunition and recruits, from elements of the Sudan Peoples Liberation Army.

For the last few weeks, the LRA were reported to be attacking and looting villagers in Ezo, and then retreating into the forest of Andari where they had set up camp. This prompted the state Minister of Security and Police, Col. Samuel Bati to go to Ezo to assess the situation. Together with the outgoing commissioner of Ezo County, he organised the self-defence groups to go after the LRA into the Andari forest.

But as the self-defence groups were there combing the area and looking for the LRA camps, some of the LRA outmanoeuvred them and appeared behind them at the undefended village of Madoro on Thursday.

They attacked the village, "rampaging and looting everything in their paths and hacking and shooting 12 people to death" said Charles B. Kisanga, the chairman of the international Azande group.

In the meantime the South Sudanese defence groups eventually came across the LRA camp in Andari and attacked it killing 3 LRA as the rest scattered and fled in disarray leaving behind possessions, guns and ammunition.

RESCUE

The self-defence groups also rescued a young captive Ugandan woman who had been abducted as a teenager in Uganda, plus her child. She has now been handed to the WES Minister of Security and Police and today he brought the girl and the child to Yambio and after debriefing she will soon be handed over to Ugandan authorities so that they can trace her family back in Uganda.

The young woman said she had spent three years in captivity after being abducted by LRA from her village back in Uganda. The Ugandan girl as usual had been forcibly married to an LRA member who fathered her child.

Ugandan forces are reported to be deployed in certain areas of Western Equatoria and are helping if they hear about any LRA attacking an area.

DEFENCE FORCES RESPOND TO ATTACK

On the other front in Ibba county, LRA forces attacked the villagers of Ndanga near Nabanga in Ibba County. The LRA came upon a man in his homestead and they tied him, beat him and chopped off his limbs which resulted in his death.

Eventually, as the LRA were looting the homesteads, they were stumbled upon by the self-defence groups and fighting ensued with the LRA being chased into the forest. Other cases of wounded or abductions are still being assessed so more updates are expected later.

Kisanga commented, “although we had many civilian deaths in WES in the past few days at the hands of the LRA, the Self Defence groups’ leaders have said still we are winning the war and the current LRA atrocities now are the last shots of a dying man.”

He added that morale is up for the defence groups, who are now going after the LRA to their jungle hideouts and destroying them there rather than just waiting for LRA to attack first.

The chairman of the Azanda (Zande) Community World-wide Organisation thanked the Ugandan army, SPLA forces, and the leaders of the Government of Southern Sudan for instructing SPLA to help in the fight.

"Self Defence groups are calling on all WES able-bodied men and women to join in the fight against LRA terrorists so that the barbaric terrorists could be defeated soon and allow the villagers time to return to their villagers and cultivate in the rainy season now," said Kisanga.
Offensive on Uganda's LRA strains aid agencies (Daily Nation)

http://www.nation.co.ke/News/africa/-/1066/545384/-/13qlokgz/-/ 

March 13 2009
 A joint Uganda, DR-Congo and Southern Sudan offensive against the Ugandan Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels has left 100,000 people depending on humanitarian aid, with the UN humanitarian agency seeking fresh funding, and warning that the situation may worsen.

“We have literally today submitted a request for funding,” Lise Grante, the deputy humanitarian coordinator for Southern Sudan told this Correspondent, adding that the operation requires at least US$6m.

The funding request has been made to the Central Emergency Response Fund. 

The new appeal follows an interagency assessment that found conditions deteriorating in the areas affected by the Ugandan rebels above what the aid agencies had budgeted for humanitarian aid this year. 

It comes a day after Anglican church leaders from Uganda, Sudan and Congo appealed for more humanitarian help rebel affected people, and, in a letter to British Prime Minister Gordon Brown last weekend, delivered by Episcopal Church of Sudan Archbishop Wilson Deng, for more pressure on the rebels.

The church leaders also pleaded for more international assistance for the relief effort in supporting these displaced people – most of whom are now dependent on their and other churches.

Congo, Sudan and Uganda armies last year launched a joint offensive against the rebel group to dire consequences.

“The situation is dire,” Simon Kun, the Chairperson of the Southern Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission told this Correspondent Friday.

The fallout of the offensive has gone beyond the scope budgeted for that specific activity.

UN Deputy Secretary-General for Humanitarian John Holmes last year came to Sudan to launch an appeal for over US$600 million for humanitarian activities for 2009. 

“What was not included in this appeal was money for this,” Grante said. “Why? It is because we didn’t know this war was gonna happen.”

Some 100,000 people need help, according to a UN OCHA humanitarian update on the LRA.

Of these 36,029 are people who have been displaced within the region to places, such as Ezo, Tambura, Yambio, Maridi, Mundri, and Lasu, which are relatively peaceful. 

Another 16,135 people in the area are Congolese refugees. 

The figure also includes some 50,000 people living in the LRA-infested area, who now have to shelter other people. 

“The conditions in this area, those humanitarian conditions, are deteriorating, and they are deteriorating quickly,” Grante had earlier told reporters Friday.

“The numbers are getting too big, the conditions are sliding.”
According to the humanitarian update food security and nutrition have deteriorated, and more than 350 cases of acute watery diarrhoea, 230 cases of dysentery, 1,650 cases of malaria and 25 cases of measles have been reported.

“The numbers are too big and that’s why we are applying to CERF,” Grante had earlier told Reporters in Juba.

“There have been serious unexpected consequences from the attack against the LRA,” Grante said.

The official said the humanitarian agencies didn’t anticipate the scope of the fallout.

“The situation may not improve in the near future,” she said. 

According to the UN agency, the LRA is still active, and attacks against civilians continue.

“And they are getting worse,” Grante said.

According to the update existing health facilities are unable to respond to this level of need.

“We have a problem,” Grante said. “All of us are not doing a job as good as we should be.”

Northern Uganda

Aboke girl re-united with parents after 13 years (New Vision)
http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/674690 

PRESIDENT Yoweri Museveni has promised to set up a programme to help resettle formerly abducted child mothers. 

The President made the announcement on Saturday after meeting a former student of St Mary’ College Aboke, Catherine Ajok, who escaped in Garamba forest on Tuesday after 13 years in captivity. At the same ceremony, Ajok, 26, was re-united with her parents, Dr. Alfred Alyai and Licer Namataka. 

Ajok was among the 139 students abducted by the LRA rebels on October 9, 1996 from St. Mary’s College Aboke. 

“I am lost for words,” said Alyai. “At first, people were skeptical about the operation (against the LRA), but it has yielded results, I thank the UPDF for having rescued Ajok. The only thing I can say is to thank President Museveni because for all these 13 years, we did not know that we would ever see our daughter again,” Alyai added. 

As he handed over Ajok to her parents, Museveni said: “We are going to do something. My opinion is that they (former captives) should go back to school. It is important that we put aside funds, a programme for these children.” 

He disclosed that the mothers and their children would benefit from the programme that would offer counselling services and education. 

Under a similar programme, surrendering LRA commanders have been given a monthly stipend as they wait for integration into civilian life. Sam Kolo, a former rebel spokesperson and Kenneth Banya, a former senior commander, each get sh600,000, equivalent to the monthly pay of a UPDF major. 

Government has already designed a programme for the rehabilitation of northern Uganda. 

The programme provides for resettlement packages and rehabilitation of infrastructure such as roads, schools and health centres. 

Ajok escaped on December 14, when the UPDF bombed the LRA base in Garamba, DR Congo. After a month of wondering in the jungles, she arrived at a UPDF base in Dungu last Tuesday. 

Ajok returned with her one-year-old child, Happy Odonga, who was fathered by Kony. She said after giving birth, she was shifted to Col. Binangi Swoop’s group since she was considered a security problem to Kony, with a breastfeeding child. 

“I had spent three months without seeing Kony,” she said. 

Ajok was the remaining Aboke girl in the hands of Kony. The other girl having died recently in battle. 

On the night of Uganda’s Independence, October 9, 1996, close to 80 LRA rebels attacked St Mary’s College Aboke and abducted 150 girls, ages between 12 and 17. 

The deputy headmistress, Sister Rachele Frassera, followed the rebels and after an appeal, they released 109 girls, clinging onto 30. The rest had already escaped. 

The 30 students were then delivered to Kony, who placed a close ring around them and turned most of them into his wives. Out the 30, four died in captivity. The rest have returned home, many with children. 

The abduction changed the face of the war as the school administration and the parents mounted a campaign for the release of all abducted children in northern Uganda. 

They went as far as the UN, the Vatican and on several occasions met Sudan’s President Omar el Bashir. At the time, Sudan was supporting the rebel movement. 

The pressure brought global attention to the two-decade war in northern Uganda. 

Getting rid of the ghosts for returnees in Acholi (Irin)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=83447 

March 13, 2009 (IRIN) - Human skeletons are being buried and villages cleansed in northern Uganda's Acholi sub-region to ease the resettlement of returnees previously displaced by fighting between the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) and government forces. 

"Reburial and cleansing of villages is one of the activities being undertaken to ensure a smooth resettlement of IDPs [internally displaced persons]," said Sophie Agwoko, programme officer for Ker Kwaro Acholi, the cultural institution in charge. 

Thirteen skeletons have been buried over the past three months and cleansing ceremonies performed in 17 villages in Gulu and Amuru districts, where several people were killed by either the LRA or the Ugandan army during the war. 

Acholi was the epicentre of the LRA conflict that left thousands of civilians dead and displaced about 1.5 million. 

Another 60 human skeletons are scheduled to be buried and 48 villages cleansed in 12 sub-counties. 

Burying skeletons involves slaughtering a goat or chicken near the grave while cleansing villages requires slaughtering a sheep and traditional dances for the dead. 

Agwoko said a sheep was slaughtered in Lukutu village in Koch Goma, where 12 civilians were burnt in a hut in 1987, and another in Kalang, where 10 civilians were shot dead during a funeral in 1990. 

"Civilians were massacred in villages across the region; people fear resettling in their villages in such areas saying they are being attacked by ghosts and evil spirits," she told IRIN on 10 March. 

Whenever they came across human skeletons in their villages, returnees in some sub-counties of Gulu and Amuru were reluctant to resettle. Some shunned areas where they believed massacres had occurred. 

In Oroko village, 30km south of Gulu town - where rebels killed several civilians and herded others into huts before burning them - returnee families told IRIN that unburied skeletons made it hard for them to go home. 

Nesarino Obol, a returnee, said he found two human skeletons in his compound. "I froze when I came across the skeletons; I will only go back when they are buried," he said. 

Another returnee, Marino Ojok, said he would only go home if the village was cleansed and the skeletons buried. 

"To the community, it is an indication that the war is coming to an end, it builds hope and confidence for people returning to their villages," Agwoko said. "It reduces fear and helps in the management of mental illness and psychological trauma." 

Rwot Othinga Atuka Othoyai, a cultural chief, told IRIN at the Acholi paramount chief’s palace in Gulu that cleansing the villages under Acholi cultural auspices was important to protect people from bad omens. 

"Locals trying to go back home still live in fear," Othinga said. "The programme helps restore confidence and a sustainable return of IDPs."

Health 
Kidney disease on rise - expert (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Kidney_disease_on_rise_-_expert_81575.shtml 

Kidney disease, one of the leading killers around the world is on the rise in Uganda, with a total of 5,000 patients having been registered at Mulago Hospital over the last five years.

Dr Emmanuel Ssekasanvu, the in-charge of the hospital’s renal unit disclosed this on Friday during a media briefing, in commemoration of World Kidney Day. The day is celebrated every second Thursday of March.

“Many of us have it [kidney disease] without noticing it,” he said. “And because of that, many of us only go to healthcare facilities for treatment when it is too late to treat this condition. We are treating so many patients. And those are the only few we can treat.

Otherwise the burden of the disease as we see it in the ward and elsewhere in the clinics is very big.”

According to Dr Ssekasanvu, kidney (renal) disease is spread across all age groups with children as young as six years suffering total kidney failure.

There are currently only 20 patients with total Kidney failure who can afford attending the three times a week sessions of dialysis treatment.

Each session costs Shs300,000 while auxiliary treatment of the complications associated with kidney failure cost Shs300,000 per week. 

This brings the total financial cost of kidney failure to Shs1.2 million per week.

With such above the roof costs, many patients are missing out on this treatment where a dialysis machine is used to clean up the patient’s blood.

Dr Ssekasanvu said the hospital cannot afford the sundries used in the course of dialysis, yet most of the sick patients cannot afford the cost sharing. 

“This means they are being under treated. And in that way we fail to achieve our treatment targets,” he added.

In addition to funding woes, there is a human resource crisis at country level with the only serving kidney disease specialist and four renal nurses stationed at Mulago. 

But according to Dr Ssekasanvu, Mulago requires at least five renal disease specialists and 25 renal nurses, while each of the district hospitals requires at least one specialist.

Many things can cause kidney disease including infections and exposure to chemicals such as those used in the manufacture of paint. But one is at risk if they have Diabetes, high blood pressure and a close family member with kidney disease. 

Chronic drug shortage crippling EA health centres (East African)

http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/-/2558/545692/-/rjm3owz/-/index.html 

East Africa’s primary care health centres frequently run of critical medicines such as antibiotics and antimalarials, leaving thousands at risk of dying. 

Although the situation is better in district and provincial hospitals, many of these institutions also suffer serious stock-outs.

These are the findings of a survey conducted by a number of agencies at public health facilities in Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania and Zambia. 

It found that, as a result of the stock-outs, thousands of citizens are exposed to lack of treatment, as well as counterfeit and sub-standard medicines.

In Kenya, the average length of a stock-out, the agencies say, is 25.3 days. The average length of Uganda’s stock-outs is 28 days while in Tanzania it is 89.3 days.

The NGOs involved in the survey were the Kenya Consumer Information Network, the Kenya Access Treatment Movement (Ketam), the Ecumenical Pharmaceutical Network, the Malawi Health Equity Network, Oxfam and Health Action International.

The agencies blame the occurrence of stock-outs partly on poor centralised medicine procurement systems, as well as ineffective reporting of medical needs by individual health facilities. The Kenya case is cited as an example.

“Problems within the Kenya Medical Supply Agency, as well as its tense relationship with the Ministry of Medical Services, are hampering the procurement and supply of medicines,” say the NGOs in a report presented recently to a regional conference in Nairobi. 

“At least three independent assessments have outlined these problems and recommended concrete solutions but authorities have failed to implement these recommendations. 

As a result, Kemsa remains dysfunctional and there is a looming crisis in the supply of medicines to health facilities.” 

In Kenya, the NGOs involved in the regional survey said, essential medicines are available in only 50 per cent of lower level health facilities such as dispensaries and health centres at any one given time, and in about 65 per cent of major public hospitals.

“It is inexcusable that Kenyans dependent on public health institutions continue to die and suffer pain and trauma for lack of essential medicines to treat common health conditions”, said Patrick Mubangizi, Africa regional co-ordinator for Health Action International. 

In Uganda, the situation is no better, with median availability of all medicines surveyed being 55 per cent in government hospitals. The situation is worse in Tanzania and Zambia. 
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