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Joint Operations against LRA 
DR Congo confirms pullout of Ugandan troops after joint anti-LRA operation (Xinhua)

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-03/16/content_11020941.htm 

The Democratic Republic of Congo (DR Congo) confirmed on Sunday that Ugandan troops began to pull out after achieving "a clear success" in the two countries' joint operation against a notorious rebel group.

The troops of the Ugandan army (UDPF) began to withdraw from the Congolese territory in the day, said a communique released by DR Congo's armed forces (FARDC).

The pullout took place "on March 15 and terminates on March 23,2009, at the latest" under a plan "adopted out of common accord," the communique added.

In Kampala, UPDF told Xinhua that the first batch of about 400 Ugandan soldiers arrived at Entebbe airport on Sunday evening, after months of joint operation against the rebel Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) in DR Congo's northeastern province of Orientale.

Officials of both countries had previously declared satisfaction with this cooperation, which also involves southern Sudan.

The three neighboring countries launched the operation on Dec. 14 and have since wiped out 80 percent of the LRA. The Ugandan military announced on Tuesday that a senior rebel commander was killed in a southern Sudan area after the recent capture of Thomas Kwoyello, who allegedly ranks fourth in the LRA.

The three-nation crackdown, however, has not yet netted LRA leader Joseph Kony, who went into hiding early this year in border forests between DR Congo and southern Sudan.

The LRA, which is known for atrocities of mutilation and child abduction, has waged one of the longest guerrilla wars in Africa since 1986, roaming between Uganda, Sudan, DR Congo and Central African Republic.

The rebel group has killed more than 900 civilians in retaliation for the launch of the three-nation operation. Its guerrilla warfare has left tens of thousands dead and 2 million homeless over years.

The International Criminal Court in The Hague, Netherlands, has issued arrest warrants for the top five leaders of the LRA on charges of war crimes and anti-human crimes.

Uganda began to pull back troops after a summit meeting between the two countries.

Congolese President Joseph Kabila met his Ugandan counterpart Yoweri Museveni early in the month in a border town of DR Congo's eastern province of North Kivu, where both leaders decided to effectively exchange their ambassadors as a token of normalcy in ties which broke in the 1990s.

A cooperation protocol was signed after the talks, under which Uganda will provide power supply to border towns of DR Congo, including Beni, Butembo and Lubero. The two leaders also agreed to cooperate in exploiting oil in the Lake Albert region, which spans the two countries' common border.
How Kabila threw out UPDF troops (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/How_Kabila_threw_out_UPDF_troops_81673.shtml 

The diplomatic niceties exchanged during the Sunday ceremony in Garamba, DR Congo, in which the UPDF ended a three-month military offensive against the LRA rebels, told the story of two countries celebrating a mission accomplished. 

But they masked the sometimes acrimonious secret negotiations that threatened the fragile relationship between the two countries.

During the hand over ceremony in Garamba on Sunday, military and political leaders from the two countries spoke of the shared vision of the Uganda and DR Congo presidents that enabled their armies to reduce the capacity of the LRA by at least 80 per cent.
Defence State Minister Jeje Odongo said now that the LRA had been greatly weakened, the only pending objective of the operation, to be carried out by the Congolese army, was “a mop up” exercise.

“This vision has not only allowed us to fight the LRA but also to strengthen the relationship between our people,” said Gen. Odongo.

Army Spokesman Felix Kulayigye said the damage the UPDF inflicted on the LRA meant there was no longer a need to have all three armies pursuing the remnants of the rebels.

“The dividends of the pressure is that we can confidently say we don’t need to continue having the allied forces against the LRA here; the Ugandans can confidently go back home and the Congolese forces will continue to ensure that the remnants of the LRA do not re-surface to disturb civilians,” said Maj. Kulayigye.

DR Congo’s Chief of General Staff, Gen. Didier Etumba Longila, sang from the same hymn book, saying, “We will continue hunting the terrorist Kony and his forces until they are neutralised.”

But officials say the protracted diplomatic haggling that preceded Kampala’s eventual capitulation to Kinshasa threatened to start a diplomatic row rather than mend the still fragile relationship between the two neighbours.

Daily Monitor learnt that the DR Congo government twice extended the deadline for the UPDF’s departure from Garamba after strong lobbying by Uganda government officials but Kinshasa was increasingly growing apprehensive about Kampala’s appeals for more time whenever a deadline earlier agreed by both parties approached.

When the UPDF launched the joint offensive against LRA on December 14, 2008, along with the armies of DR Congo and South Sudan, the Congolese had approved only a month-long mandate for the operation.

However, the army chiefs of DR Congo and Uganda, Generals Etumba and Aronda Nyakairima respectively, met on January 19-20, 2009 at their joint tactical headquarters in Dungu, Garamba to evaluate the operation. It was at this meeting that the first extension, of 21 days, was granted to the UPDF.

In Garamba, Gen. Etumba said while many objectives of their mission had been achieved by the end of the initial mandate, the LRA was killing civilians and looting, which necessitated the UPDF to stay on and continue their operations against LRA.
Since the start of the joint offensive, the LRA has been accused of killing more than 600 civilians and abducting hundreds of others, some of who were later rescued by the allied forces.

The fresh mandate was expected to end on or around February 9. But when the two army chiefs met on February 12 to carry out a second joint evaluation, the UPDF again begged the Congolese to extend their stay in Garamba.

DR Congo army chiefs did not immediately grant Uganda’s wish so another meeting was scheduled for February 19 to allow the Congolese army chiefs consult their government. 

In the meantime, DR Congo officials asked their Ugandan counterparts to prepare to leave Garamba by February 28 if an extension of their stay was not granted by Kinshasa.

Congo President Joseph Kabila had already spoken out on the contentious deadline, telling Reuters news agency in February that the UPDF – like the Rwanda Defence Forces, which had also been allowed into his country to hunt down remnants of the Interahamwe rebel group – would leave at the end of the month.

“It was a difficult decision, but a decision was needed. The deadline must certainly not go beyond the month of February,” Mr Kabila said. 

The Rwandans, who entered DR Congo several weeks after the UPDF, kept their word and pulled out on the agreed date, but Uganda did not.

Tension started to build between Kinshasa and Kampala when Uganda announced, prior to the February 19 meeting, that a fixed deadline had been replaced by rolling deadlines. Kinshasa, however, insisted that UPDF must leave as earlier agreed. A new and rough tone became the currency of transacting bilateral business. 

Maj. Kulayigye told Daily Monitor on February 22: “We are not dying to stay in Congo. We think as of now the operation is more beneficial to the Congolese than Ugandans.”

By the time the army chiefs met again on February 19, the Congolese had still not reversed their decision so the big decision was left to Presidents Museveni and Kabila, due to meet in Kasese on February 28.

Details of the Kasese meeting are still scanty but with the UPDF managing to stay in the DR Congo until March 15, it appears the two leaders agreed to move the deadline forward by a fortnight.

While receiving the troops on Sunday, the UPDF Deputy CDF, Lt. Gen. Ivan Koreta, admitted that Uganda agreed to the pull out to avert any possible diplomatic row. 

He said, “We have signed an agreement with DR Congo and agreed to pull out our forces for international relations.”

The anxiety of the Congolese government over when the UPDF would pull out was fanned by mounting pressure on Kinshasa from political and armed groups, which claimed that Mr Kabila had accepted occupation of their country by foreigners.

In an interview with Daily Monitor on February 1, Congolese opposition leader Etienne Tshishekedi Jr. said the deployment of Ugandan troops on their territory was viewed by Congolese as foreign occupation.

“As much as we support the fight against foreign armed groups on our territory, there should have been transparency when the two Presidents agreed to the protocol allowing UPDF on our soil,” Mr Tshishekedi said. “Otherwise our people view this as disguised occupation”.

The last time the Uganda army entered DR Congo in 1997 to fight the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) rebels, they got embroiled in a regional conflict, and several of the senior Ugandan army officers were accused of amassing wealth by stealing Congolese resources.

Whereas the two countries have had a strained relationship in the past, they have recently moved to warm their partnership, which has seen Uganda establish an embassy in Kinshasha.

Former minister James Kinobe was recently appointed to head the mission in the Congolese capital. 

Northern leaders criticise withdrawal (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Northern_leaders_81677.shtml 

The abrupt end of the UPDF’s three-month military offensive against the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels in Garamba has attracted mixed reactions from leaders across the Acholi sub-region.

Pader District LC5 chairman Peter Odok W’Ocheng said he is shocked by the pull out, saying the move could expose the population that is currently resettling after spending over 20 years in camps to fresh attacks by the LRA rebels.

Mr Odok W’Ocheng noted that the withdrawal leaves room for the LRA to re-enter northern Uganda since the UPDF has failed to kill or capture its elusive leader Joseph Kony.

“I am not in support of the pull out and I am afraid the army may not stop Kony who might destabilise the ongoing resettlement plans in case he sneaks back into the country,” he added.

Mr Odok W’Ocheng urged the government to find alternative border security controls and involve world powers in the hunt for Kony.

Gulu District speaker Martin Ojara described UPDF’s mission in Garamba as a total failure. 

“I can’t say I am happy when the target was not met. We are not informed about how many children were rescued and their nationalities,” he said.

Mr Ojara said the military option has cost many lives in DR Congo and urged the government and the LRA to revive the non-military option to end the conflict.

The Acholi Religious Leader’s Peace Initiative (ARLPI) that was earlier opposed to the military option against the LRA hours after the news of UPDF pullout called for a regional leaders’ consultation conference to forge a rapport with Kony for talks.

ARLPI Vice Chairman Musa Khelil said the operation has created a dark cloud over any future possibility of renewing restart negotiation with the rebels.

“This pullout is a challenge because it means we need to start from a scratch and the LRA might not bow to any plea after being attacked; peaceful solution is what should start now,” he said

Kitgum RDC Alfred Omony Ogaba said he Is confident that the government will protect people and continue with the recovery programme.

“We always have confidence in the UPDF and their coming out has achieved something although something is left behind; am not sure if Kony can return to Uganda,” he said.

The MP for Aswa County, Mr Reagan Okumu, said: “As MPs, we are waiting for an official briefing from the defence minister before we can comment on the issue.” 

Opposition demands Garamba budget (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Opposition_demands_Garamba_budget_81679.shtml 

Opposition Forum for Democratic Change has asked the government to give full accountability of its military offensive against the LRA which was prematurely terminated on Sunday.

Addressing journalists at the party headquarters yesterday, FDC deputy spokesman Boniface Toterebuka Bamwenda said the operation had not lived up to its expectations because its prime target, Joseph Kony, still remains at large and could wreak more havoc in Uganda.

According to Mr Bamwenda, withdrawing UPDF before capturing Kony means that the national army returns back home as losers.

“The government deployed our soldiers in Congo and promised us that Kony will not survive Operation Lightning Thunder,” Mr Bamwenda said. “They should tell us how much money was spent on this operation, how many Ugandan soldiers were killed and justify why they had to die in such an operation which has failed.” 

Mr Bamwenda’s comments follow those made by the Opposition Chief Whip, Mr Kassiano Wadri, in Arua over the weekend that the Ministry of Defence must be put to task to account for the failure to capture Kony and his top commanders.

Mr Wadri said there was urgent need for the UPDF to seal off the porous borders of West Nile as there is fear that Kony may reorganise his group to attack civilians in retaliation.

“At the end of the day I think UPDF and joint forces received very little compared to the resources that were used in the operation,” Mr Wadri added.

Makindye West MP Hussein Kyanjo, a member of the parliamentary defence committee, said the government deployed UPDF to DR Congo hastily without a clear programme.
Top UN envoy hails joint Ugandan, Congolese operation against rebels (UN News Centre)

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30193&Cr=LRA&Cr1=congo 

16 March 2009 – As Ugandan troops began withdrawing from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) after a three-month joint operation to flush out a notorious rebel group, the United Nations’ top envoy in the country praised the cooperative effort, the world body’s mission there said today.

Marking the end of Operation Lightening and Thunder, meant to rout the Ugandan Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), Alan Doss, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s Special Representative and head of the UN peacekeeping mission (MONUC), warned, however, that the group remained a threat.

“Operations in the current phase are finished but there are more bands [of LRA] still here. There is work to be done above all in the matter of the protection of the civilian population,” Mr. Doss said at a ceremony yesterday attended by diplomats, ministers and military of the two countries.

Brutal attacks since last September by the LRA, notorious for abducting children as soldiers and sex slaves, have killed some 900 Congolese and displaced another 150,000.

While UN agencies and their partners are working – with the authorities, military forces in the area and MONUC – to expand humanitarian aid and step up efforts to protect the local population, they are facing several constraints, according to the Organization’s humanitarian coordinator, John Holmes.

These include the huge 40,000 square kilometre area where the LRA is hiding, their dispersal into several groups, the difficult terrain and isolated location, chronic lack of infrastructure, and the threat still posed by the rebels, including on major roads.

At yesterday’s ceremony, authorities of the DRC armed forces (FARDC) asked MONUC to continue its support in further efforts to clear out the pockets of LRA that remained.

“The Governments of the DRC and Uganda have very generously recognized the support of MONUC to the FARDC during this first phase,” Mr. Doss responded.

“Now, it’s necessary to turn toward the future and the next operations,” he said. 

Highlights of Operation Lightning Thunder (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Highlights_of_Operation_Lightning_Thunder_81678.shtml 

December 14, 2008: Blitz on Garamba Park as a joint force of Ugandan, Congolese and SPLA armies launch Operation Lightning Thunder. 

Bomb explodes on UPDF truck at Poki Hills in South Sudan, en-route to Garamba, killing Capt. Bazilio Bahemuka of the Koboko-based 3rd battalion and injuring several soldiers.

Dec. 24, 2008: UPDF Mig 21 crashes in DRC’s Isiro town, killing Flight Lt. John Bosco Opio; one of the country’s finest Israeli-trained pilots.

President Museveni tells nation that Joseph Kony eavesdropped communication between UPDF pilots and survived raid on Garamba, escaping five minutes before the first bomb fell on his Camp Kiswahili base. 

UPDF releases pictures of jerrycans and saucepans published exclusively in the New Vision showing as materials recovered after initial ‘carpet’ bombing. 

January 13, 2009: UN refugee agency says civilian toll from the rebel raids in eastern DRC and South Sudan in five months reaches 537 with 408 other people abducted. 

Some 104,000 people are displaced in attacks that intensified during Christmas break.

January 28, 2009: Isreali envoy to Kenya, Mr Jacob Keider offers his country’s help to capture top LRA commanders. Nothing more is said of proposed deal – at least in public.

February 2009: The International Organisation for Migration (IOM) and Ugandan military announce LRA’s second-in-command, Okot Odhiambo wants to surrender. Alleged high profile defection turns out to be a phantom.

March 3, 2009: UPDF captures LRA top commander, ‘Colonel’ Thomas Kwoyelo in Yakuluku Village, north of Duru, an estimated 50km south of Ri-Kwangba. President Museveni later says Kwoyelo, said to be the LRA Field Operations Commander, killed 11 Jimmy Ssekasi in an ambush in Murchison Falls National Park in March 2001.

March 8, 2009: UPDF kill ‘Lt. Col.’ Okello Yape, a senior LRA commander in Nakare village, southwest of Ri-Kwangba at the DRC/South Sudan frontier.

Ms Catherine Ajok, believed to be the last ex-St. Mary’s, Aboke SS girl in captivity stumbles into UPDF hands after three months of meandering in Garamba forests.

March 1, 2009: Former head of the LRA peace delegation, Mr Nyekorach Matsanga calls for ceasefire to hand over 73 UPDF, SPLA and Congolese troops allegedly taken captive by the rebels. Uganda denies existence of the PoWs.

March 4, 2009: President Museveni meets his DRC counterpart, Joseph Kabila in Kasese border District, but both leaders decline to comment to journalists on the LRA operation.

March 8, 2009: President Museveni tells BBC UPDF had lost six soldiers in the anti-LRA offensive but killed ninety rebels overall. A week later, military Publicist, Maj. Felix Kulayigye revises the rebel toll to 350.

March 15, 2009: Operation Lightning Thunder is abruptly called off as Uganda transfers LRA hunt to DRC and Monuc forces. 

Northern Uganda

Phasing out food aid in the north (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=83480 

Improved security in northern Uganda has allowed returnees to resettle on their farms and resume productive agriculture, despite a recent drought that threatened the harvest, an official said. 

"The mood all over is that people want to regain their dignity by producing their own food and not relying any more on WFP [UN World Food Programme] for survival," Musa Ecweru, State Minister for Disaster Preparedness, said. 

"Though some areas in northern Uganda have achieved this, a dry spell has [prevented] others from getting there," he told IRIN. "Areas in northern and north-eastern Uganda including Karamoja and Teso are experiencing acute food shortages due to a drought." 

An agreement, the minister said, had been reached with WFP to phase out general food distributions in the north. 

WFP country director, Stanlake Samkange, said distributions for an estimated 214,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) were being phased out. 

"Since January, we have phased out nearly 66,000 IDPs in Pader District, more than 58,000 in Amuru, nearly 60,000 in Kitgum and over 27,000 in Gulu," Samkange said. 

More former IDPs, he added, had managed to access their farmland and produce their own food. This had eased the pressure on food aid. 

Vulnerable areas 

However, Ecweru said a recent dry spell had compromised the food-production potential of some returnees and some areas were still vulnerable to shocks. 

Indeed, other authorities issued similar warnings. "General food distribution is no longer necessary, but they still need to continue their response to the most vulnerable people," Nobert Mao, Gulu District chairman, told IRIN. 

"We think it is necessary [but] they need to do it in such a way that we avoid the withdrawal symptoms," he added. "Even a chain-smoker who wants to abandon his trade must be helped to achieve his or her intentions." 

Samkange said the phase-out would be monitored to avoid a relapse. 

"Global acute malnutrition [GAM] has decreased, and is now below 10 percent," he added. "We will support phased-out IDPs through recovery initiatives, including cash and vouchers, to help them rebuild their livelihoods." 

Northern Uganda was, for two decades, the theatre of civil conflict pitting the Ugandan army against the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA). Thousands died while up to two million people were displaced from their homes and farms. 

A peace agreement has yet to be signed between the two parties, despite a two-year-old parley in the Southern Sudanese capital, Juba, but the talks are credited for the current lull. 

Over the years of war, the displaced remained dependent on aid from relief agencies. "Inter-agency assessments have shown that some of these people can now sufficiently feed their families and even sell some of their produce," Samkange said. "More IDPs will be phased out from general food distributions as conditions continue to improve."
MPs, premier in PRDP row (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/MPs_premier_in_PRDP_row_81663.shtml 

A consultative meeting between northern MPs and the Prime Minister, Prof. Apolo Nsibambi, turned rowdy on Friday as the legislators queried the logic of increasing the number of PRDP beneficiary districts from 29 to 40 without additional funding. 

“Where do others like Buliisa, Kapchorwa, Bukwo, Budaka, and Mbale (in eastern Uganda) come from? This meeting should clarify this matter, otherwise we shall institute a court injunction to stop the implementation of PRDP,” Mr odonga Otto, the Aruu County MP, said.

Earlier, Dokolo MP Felix Ogong, the chairman of the Greater Northern Parliamentary Association decried the government’s neglect of war victims.

The anger of politicians in the north has been drawn to the surface as the government hesitates to implement the Shs1.1 trillion Peace Recovery and development Plan (PRDP), a supposed master plan crafted two years ago to revive the economy and restore state authority in former LRA operational areas.

“The government promised the implementation of PRDP in 2006 and early this year, the government declared it had suspended PRDP because there was no money. Now you say this year it is commencing in July, and it should be immediate,” Mr Ogong told Prof. Nsibambi.

MP Otto opposed the proposal to channel the Shs120 billion, part of government’s 30 per cent annual contribution to the Sh1.1 trillion docket, through the local governments.

Apac Woman MP Betty Amongi accused the government of touting PRDP as a trick to woo donors to pour money into other government programmes “at the expense of the northern districts.”

Prof. Nsibambi, however, told the MPs that the newly-included districts either accommodated the fleeing populations from war-ravaged areas or bore the brunt of post-conflict and psycho-social disturbances of the armed rebellion.

President Museveni has since said eastern districts that experienced other armed rebellions like that of Alice Lakwena should also benefit from the programme.
Lucy Lakot, "I can't believe I'm finally home" (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=83488 

After 20 years in a camp for internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Gulu, northern Uganda, Lucy Lakot is back home, determined to succeed as a farmer. The mother of four has started rearing animals and cultivating land to plant crops for a new life. She spoke to IRIN on 13 March: 

"The 20 years were so difficult. When I look back, I can't believe I am finally home with all my family. 

"For me, 1998 was one of the bad years I will never forget; the rebels could attack Palaro IDP camp any moment and abduct children. We couldn't get out of the camp and we had to wait for food from the World Food Programme. My husband was abducted that year by the rebels but he managed to escape after a few days. 

"I left Palaro IDP camp at the beginning of 2007. It was difficult to begin life at home but now we are fine. Life at home is sweet, thanks to the prevailing peace. We are free and have enough land to rear cows and goats and plant crops. 

"My husband has 30 cows and 10 goats. We milk the cows early every day and we sell some milk to people coming from a nearby trading centre. Every day, we get at least 5,000 shillings [US$2.50]. We use part of the money to buy paraffin, salt, soap and medicine when a member of the family falls sick. We also use the money to buy books for the children. 

"My husband has cultivated three hectares of land and I also cultivated one hectare in order to plant crops. We are waiting for the rains to start so we can plant maize, millet, groundnuts, cassava, sweet potatoes and beans. 

"Everyone in the village is working hard to plant enough crops for food. 

"After work, we sit around the fire till midnight. We tell our children stories of camp life and life before the displacement. 

"We also teach them Acholi culture, traditional dances, riddles, stories and about the dangers of early marriage. 

"I am happy that my children will have a good life at home; they will learn the Acholi culture of working hard and respecting people. 

"Camp life had been so bad for children, they were so vulnerable to all forms of abuse. 

"I pray that people will never go back to a camp. 

"The LRA [Lord's Resistance Army] war should also be the last war in northern Uganda so that people can rebuild their lives. 

"The problem in the villages is that we don't have good roads for children to reach their schools. During the rainy season, the valley gets filled up with water, making it risky for young children to cross while going to school. 

"The government should help fix roads, build a bridge across the valley and construct a health centre so that we can live a better life."
Uganda Human Rights commission commended (Ultimate Media)
http://www.ugpulse.com/articles/daily/news.asp?about=Uganda%20Human%20Rights%20commission%20commneded&ID=8858 

16 March 2009
The principle judge James Ogoola has commended the work of the Uganda Human rights council in maintaining peace in Northern Uganda through increased sensitization on peaceful existence and delivery of justice.

Northern Uganda has faced over 20 year insurgency between LRA rebels and the government which has displaced millions, led to deaths and abductions of thousands of people.

While speaking at a workshop organized by the UHRC in Kampala today, Ogoola said that despite of the harsh conditions the organization has been working in, it has managed to fight for the justice in the war affected region.

Among the category of people the organization helps in fighting for their rights and justice include; those who lost their people, those who were abducted, the disabled as a result of the war and people who lost their property among others. 

Earlier this year, Kony refused to sign the Final Juba Peace Agreement because he wanted more clarification on the operation of the Acholi Traditional Justice system and the operation of the special division of the high court in trying him and his commanders for war crimes and crimes against humanity.

Recently another attempt was made by the UN special envoy to Northern Uganda Joachim Chissano for Joseph Kony to sign the agreement but he didn't appear at the agreed location in South Sudan at the border with Congo.

Meanwhile, the government has started resettling some internally displaced people to their villages because of the relative peace as a result of the peace negotiations. 

Health 
Uganda in TB drugs shortage (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Uganda_in_TB_drugs_shortage_81681.shtml 

There is a severe shortage of anti tuberculosis drugs in the country, Daily Monitor can reveal.

The Uganda’s National Tuberculosis and Leprosy Programme has had to borrow drugs from their Kenyan counterparts.

A mini survey of some districts indicates that the shortage, which has been on since the year began, has seen some health facilities with high volume consumption running to those with low consumption take up some of the drugs.

“We have been borrowing the medicines from some lower health units,” Soroti Hospital Medical Superintendent Bernard Odu said on Thursday. “This has helped us keep our patients on medication without interrupting their treatment. But we have been told the situation will be solved soon.”

The Director General of Health Services, Dr Sam Zaramba, confirmed the development blaming it on the Global Fund to fight Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria, which he described as “bad” partners.

“Despite the problems that we had and explanations we gave they have not been living to their word,” Dr Zaramba said. “They [Global Fund] have been extending promises one after another. And many times we do not know what they are waiting for.”

According to Dr Zaramba, the Global Fund promised to have released the money for the drugs by March 9 but this did not happen. The money is sent directly to the drug suppliers.

Uganda’s problems with the Global Fund started in 2005 when all grants were suspended for three months following mismanagement by the Programme Management Unit.

Following the current frustration, Dr Zaramba disclosed that the Ministry of Health has now prepared a supplementary budget for onward transmission to the Finance Ministry.

Global Fund’s Communications Officer in charge of media relations Nicolas Demey told Daily Monitor that the funds had been delayed by some performance issues related to previous grants that had to be resolved first. He, however, added that all efforts were being made to ensure that patients receive their life saving medications in time.

“I have discussed this with the Global Fund team in charge of the Uganda grants and they have assured me that this disbursement is indeed in process at this very moment [yesterday] and the [drugs] money will flow very shortly,” Mr Demey told Daily Monitor on Thursday. “Processing this disbursement has indeed taken a bit longer than anticipated. This specific disbursement is in fact an emergency by the country.”

Uganda is one of the 22 high-burden TB countries and also one of the sub-Saharan African countries which are enduring the impact of the dual TB/HIV epidemic. 

Prevalence of TB infection stands at 600 per 100,000 people and incidence is 152 per 100,000 people, with the 20-45 age group being the most affected. 

Corruption

Anti-graft court hands out first prison sentence (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Anti-graft_court_hands_out_first_prison_sentence_81661.shtml 

The Anti-Corruption Court on Friday handed a five-year-jail-term to its first convict for obtaining over Shs41 million by false pretence.

Mr Freddie Kavuma, a former Uganda Television (now UBC) employee, was found guilty of obtaining over Shs41,920,000 by false pretence, forgery of accountability receipts and uttering forged receipts to the Ministry of Health.

Mr Kavuma becomes the first suspect to be convicted in connection with Global Fund money by the Anti-Corruption Court which was established in July last year to fight graft.

Court ordered him to refund the money he obtained when he pretended to be a representative of LIJAC, a promotional service company.

Court heard that Mr Kavuma obtained the money in question to air HIV/Aids sensitisation programmes but put it to personal use. 

Evidence before court shows that Mr Kavuma never aired any programme. While passing the judgment, Justice Paul Mugamba said, “The convict acted in dishonesty and I therefore send my heart out to the people in dire need of the global funds by sentencing you to five years in jail.”

The court will on April 8 rule on the case of Mr Teddy Seezi Cheeye, the director economic monitoring, Internal Security Organisation also accused of misusing Global Fund money.
Regional
UN relief chief voices concern over Sudan leader’s call for ‘Sudanization’ of aid (UN News Centre)

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30201&Cr=darfur&Cr1= 

16 March 2009 – The top United Nations humanitarian official said he has been “taken by surprise” over media reports today that Sudanese President Omar Al-Bashir has called for all international aid groups to leave the vast African nation within one year.

The reports come less than two weeks after Sudan ordered the expulsion of 13 major international aid organizations, which assist nearly 5 million people in the war-torn Darfur region. The decision to eject these groups came immediately after the International Criminal Court (ICC) issued an arrest warrant on 4 March for President Al-Bashir for alleged crimes committed in the war-torn region.

Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs John Holmes said today that his office has yet to receive any clarification regarding Mr. Al-Bashir’s statements today.

“I think our position will clearly be that this decision is not appropriate and it’s a decision which should be reversed,” the UN official told reporters in New York.

“The relief operation is already heavily ‘Sudan-ized,’” he said, pointing out that 13,000 out of the 14,000 relief workers in Darfur are Sudanese.

While the UN is happy for Sudan to play a larger part in assisting those in need “in principle,” Mr. Holmes stressed that “it needs to be done in a practical way.”

Joint UN-Government missions are under way to assess critical gaps in aid and are expected to return to the capital, Khartoum, this Wednesday, he said.

Mr. Holmes, who also serves as UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, noted that significant effects of the aid groups’ expulsion will not be visible in Darfur in the extreme short-term given the level of aid provided in the past.

“But over time, it will have a dramatic impact if we’re not able to fill the gaps” in areas such as water and sanitation, treating disease outbreaks and food distribution, he said.

The Under-Secretary-General expressed concern over meningitis cases in some camps, voicing hope that a vaccination campaign targeting 100,000 people can be carried out by some non-governmental organizations (NGOs) still operating in Darfur.

He said progress has been made in the UN’s talks with the Government regarding arrangements for the departure of staff members of expelled aid groups as well as the transfer of assets.

“There has been a degree of cooperation and pragmatic dealing which has enabled things to work a little bit better on the ground,” with international staff being given extra time to remain and handle issues pertaining to national workers, among other tasks, Mr. Holmes said.

“The Government has assured us that they remain committed – despite this decision and the way in which it was carried out – that they do remain committed to the previous agreements they had with us about the facilitation of humanitarian assistance,” he said.
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