UGANDA NEWS BRIEFS – 18 MARCH 2009
Joint Operations against LRA 
UPDF gets list of Kony financiers (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/674892 

THE army has got a list of LRA financiers and sympathisers, spokeperson Maj. Felix Kulayigye has said. 

“The list is big,” Kulayigye added. 

He said the army obtained the names from the laptops which it captured while pursing the rebels in the Garamba forest north-east of the DR Congo. The UPDF started pulling out of Congo on March 14. 

“It (laptops and documents) contain a lot of details on financiers and supporters, people who wire money to the (LRA) account,” Kulayigye said. “They live in town here but also outside the country.” 

Kulayigye, however, declined to name the financiers, but said politicians, civil servants, bankers, the media and NGOs were among them. “Time will come when we will mention them. Personally I know some,” he said. 

Ugandan, Southern Sudan and DR Congo troops launched a military offensive against the LRA on December 14, 2008, putting them to flight. 

Following the bombardment, the UPDF searched LRA camps and seized many laptops and a dozen hi-tech satellite phones. Kony’s personal laptop was seized from Camp Eskimo. 

It appears that the LRA was able to stay abreast of international developments via the Internet. It is, however, unclear how the rebels were able to operate the equipment given the shortage of computer skills in their ranks. 

Equally baffling is the fact that they had satellite phones which require the purchase of air time, ordinarily unavailable in the jungle. 

Spokesperson Capt. Chris Magezi said the equipment showed that Kony had an organised system of support beyond his camps. 

The army will investigate this network now that the operation is over, according to Kulayigye, because the army did not want to open several war fronts at once. 

Kony support network, some have suggested, purchased the equipment and smuggled it in the massive shipments of food and supplies paid for by the international community and trucked to the camps by the Catholic charity, Caritas. 

President Yoweri Museveni has in the past alluded to this network, saying it was one reason why LRA chief Joseph Kony escaped the attack on his camps. 

Museveni said among the equipment captured was a radio that Kony may have used to learn of the attack by monitoring communication between the pilot and the commanders. 

Besieged by the Lord's Resistance Army (Global Post)

http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/africa-at-large/090317/besieged-the-lords-resistance-army 

BANGADI, Congo — They emerged from the bush at dawn, like apparitions in ragged clothes, matted hair — and with guns.

One of them, a woman, drifted down the dusty main street of the village whistling and writhing, as if in a trance, her bare skin glowing with an oily sheen.

“She was a sorcerer who wanted to make us think they were devils,” said Nicolas Akoyo Efoda, a local leader in the village of Bangadi in northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo.

Then, he said, “we shot her and killed her and then burned her body in the center of town."

Such has been the violent response of this otherwise peaceful farming community to an increasing number of brutal attacks by Uganda’s notorious Lord’s Resistance Army. 

The LRA, led by the self-styled mystic Joseph Kony, has waged a 20-year war in Uganda. Although Kony maintains he is fighting to establish a world based on the Ten Commandments, he has become known for his brutality. (More on Uganda's attempts to root out the Lord's Resistance Army in the Congo.)

The LRA has abducted more than 20,000 children for use as sex slaves and front-line fighters, according to Human Rights Watch. The LRA rebels have a reputation for grisly mutilations, such as hacking off the lips and ears of their victims. Many children were forced to kill their parents, so they would have no family to return to.

In recent years the LRA has moved into the lawless wilds of eastern Congo in an attempt to elude offensives by Uganda’s army and arrest warrants by the International Criminal Court for war crimes.

In late 2008, the Ugandan army followed them across the border at the invitation of the Congolese government. A series of attacks on LRA strongholds deep in Congo’s forest dislodged the rebels from their bases, but, like a wounded animal, the rebels became more dangerous than ever.

Hunted and on the run, the LRA has scattered into small groups of one or two dozen fighters — sometimes fewer — and is terrorizing a vast swath of Congo’s northeast, near the Sudanese and Ugandan borders.

The LRA has slaughtered more than 900 people in the last few months. Many of the victims have been hacked to death with machetes in a string of massacres in remote villages filled with thatched mud huts, according to Doctors Without Borders, the French medical aid group that has been treating injured Congolese civilians. The rebels also prey on civilians fleeing along distant roads through thick forests.
“When Ugandan peace talks failed last year in August and September, the first attacks began,” Bangadi village chief Efoda said. “Then towards the end of 2008, with the military operation against the LRA, the killings and kidnappings started and have been getting worse and worse.”

Virtually alone and cut off from the outside world, Bangadi, a village of 15,000 farmers and hunters, has forged its own ragtag self-defense force. The force includes 160 fighters — four of them women — who have twice fought off LRA attacks, on Oct. 19 and Jan. 22.

The group is armed with spears, machetes, knives and homemade hunting rifles that use match heads for explosives and buck shot made from old batteries. They would seem no match for experienced and ruthless guerrillas armed with AK-47s, but their numbers and willingness to fight has probably steered potential LRA attackers towards softer, unarmed targets elsewhere.

But despite the efforts at self-defense, the attacks did claim victims. Eleven villagers were killed during the two attacks and an unknown number were abducted — perhaps as many as 20 or 30 — and LRA fighters are frequently spotted lurking in the bushes within two or three miles of the town center and stealing local crops for food.

Some 150 Congolese soldiers have been camping in crumbling colonial-era houses on the outskirts of town since late January, but few residents expect the poorly disciplined and badly trained troops to protect the village.

The news that the Ugandan army is withdrawing from northeastern Congo has made residents of Bangadi and other communities worried for their safety.

“We can’t go to our fields, or to fish, or to hunt any more; we have to stay here,” Efoda said. “Fear has taken over. We are alive today, but we don’t know about tomorrow.”

Across the Haut Uele region, villages have emptied as tens of thousands of people flee, seeking security in bigger towns. Many have abandoned their crops, the traditional source of subsistence living. Children have not gone to school for six months due to displacement or for fear of attacks.

Aid agencies warn that the displaced will soon begin to suffer from dangerous levels of malnutrition and illness.

More than a decade of war in Congo has already led to the deaths of some 5 million people, according to the medical group, mostly from hunger, disease and lack of access to basic health care.

That deadly cycle is rolling ever onward and the LRA is as unpredictable as it is deadly.

“We thought we were already dead,” said Joseph Bikwalubi Musafiri, a 45-year-old local administrator who was abducted during the Jan. 22 attack. “They tied me at the waist to 16 other prisoners and forced us to carry their supplies of peanuts, rice and manioc.”

For four days Musafiri and the others marched all day long and slept tied together at night. At one point, an LRA soldier slashed Musafiri’s foot with a razor because he was marching too slowly. A girl among them was taken away each night and given to the commander, who raped her repeatedly, according to Musafiri.

“She was traumatized; her face was just blank,” he said.

Eventually, the captives were each asked their age, and most were released. Two teenage boys and the girl were taken away.

“They only wanted to keep the young ones,” Musafiri said.

At a small crossroads in the center of Bangadi, a pile of rocks is adorned with a red plastic traffic reflector in the shape of a cross.

“This is where we burned the LRA woman and another LRA fighter. He was young, maybe 20,” Efoda said. “It was symbolic because when it rains, water comes from two directions and washes the ashes into the bush.”

If only it were so easy to rid Congo — and the central African region — of the Lord's Resistance Army. 

Northern Uganda

Congo Withdrawal Sparks Panic (Institute for War & Peace Reporting)

http://www.iwpr.net/?p=acr&s=f&o=351062&apc_state=henh 

The Ugandan army’s sudden withdrawal from the Democratic Republic of Congo, DRC, after three months of a futile effort to capture rebel leader Joseph Kony and his Lord’s Resistance Army, LRA, has caused panic across northern Uganda.

Many in northern Uganda who have been enjoying more than two years of peace after two decades of war, fear that the Ugandan military’s failure to capture Kony has opened the door for his army’s return.

“The news alone is throwing the region into panic,” said Peter Odok Ochieng, the chairman of Pader district, which for two decades was controlled by rebels. The Ugandan retreat is taking place too quickly, he said.

“People had hoped Kony was going to be forced to sign a peace agreement by the military,” Ochieng told IWPR.

“As all attempts have failed, Kony will definitely find his way to Uganda. This will mean that all the efforts [to rebuild] we have been trying for the last two years will be fruitless,” he said.

Ochieng said local representatives have urged the government to keep up the pressure on Kony.

“As leaders from northern Uganda, we advised government not to give up. If guns have failed, they can return to talks. However, I don’t think Kony will accept this time around after this attack on his base.”

Military officials announced March 15 the withdrawal of 4,000 troops who have been chasing Ugandan rebels in northeastern DRC, ending an offensive that began with a December 14 air strike on Kony’s camps in the remote Garamba National Park.

Kony and his top commanders remain at large despite having been indicted by the International Criminal Court, ICC, in The Hague in mid-2005 for numerous counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity during an insurgency lasting 20 years. 

In 2006, after abandoning northern Uganda for northeastern DRC, the rebel army began peace talks with the Ugandan government which ended in late November when Kony refused to sign the agreement for the third time in 2008.

After the mid-December attack scattered the LRA, the Ugandan army rescued about 350 abductees and killed about 165 rebels, according to army statements. 

“We are withdrawing our forces from Congo because our mandate expired,” said military spokesman Major Felix Kulayigye. “We failed to achieve our objective number one, to force Joseph Kony to sign a final peace agreement. 

“The Congolese forces will continue to hunt for LRA rebels. We shall continue to share with Congo forces intelligence information on LRA and provide them with logistics support.” 

A minister of state and leader of the Ugandan peace talks, Henry Okello Oryem, said, “Uganda has achieved 90 per cent of its objectives in DR Congo. There is no harm for us to withdraw from Congo now.

“In the three months, we have managed to destabilise LRA. We have reduced the LRA capacity. They can’t now fight, abduct and loot.” 

Few in northern Uganda agree, however.

“How can they talk that they achieved 90 per cent of their objective?” asked Yusuf Adek, a senior advisor to the LRA and a former member of the rebels’ peace negotiating team.

“How many commanders have they captured or lost their lives?” Adek asked. “Ninety per cent would mean it that it will be Kony only surviving by now.”

Adek said he and others want the government to resume peace talks.

“As negotiators, we don’t support war, as it’s always destructive,” he said. “We call upon the government to return back to the table.” 

In Kitgum, another area hard hit by the LRA war, member of parliament Beatrice Anywar Atim said that a military solution to the LRA problem has eluded Uganda for decades, and that she was not surprised it had failed once again to stop Kony.

“As victims and leaders from Acholi sub-region, we have always said the military can’t produce the results we desire,” Atim said.

“This operation has humiliated Uganda army and government. It has shown that [the government] are war mongers. The major target was to kill Kony or capture him. However, they have return without us seeing Kony’s head ….”

Nicolas Opio Bunga, chairman for the regional government in Apac, northern Uganda, said the withdrawal has left people extremely worried.

“The intention of the operation was to bring Kony on his knees, which they have failed,” Bunga said. “Kony is still at large and has a capacity to recruit through abductions, and again return to northern Uganda. 

“I am worried about people as Kony has not been captured. Their minds can’t rest now. They know the rebels can re-enter into the region any time.”

Betty Akello, a resident of Pader asked, “Is our security now guaranteed? Our future is at stake. Why did they withdraw without capturing or killing Kony?

“We fear LRA rebels are going to regroup and return to cause havoc and mayhem in northern Uganda,” said Martin Ojera Mapenduzi, a district official in Gulu.

He also doubted the ability of the Congolese army to control Kony.

Kulayigye assured northern Ugandans they would be safe, however.

“The people’s security is guaranteed,” Kulayigye said. “We are going to strengthen our border security to ensure LRA rebels don’t re-enter northern Uganda to cause any havoc and suffering.”

Few feel secure, however.

“Kony is going to revenge on our people,” said Joseph Okello of Amuru. “The army started this operation and now halted it without any success. Kony and his troops are going to come back with anger and revenge on the northern people.”
Uprooted continue to return home in northern Uganda, UN reports (UN News Centre)
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30211&Cr=lra&Cr1= 

17 March 2009 – Northern Ugandans uprooted during two decades of fighting between the Government and a notorious rebel group are continuing to return home, the United Nations humanitarian arm announced today.

The clashes between the Government and the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) drove nearly two million people from their homes, devastating infrastructure and services.

Fewer than one-third of original internally displaced persons (IDPs) are still in camps as of February, marking a 9 per cent decrease since last November, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

Since December 2008, nearly 80,000 people have returned to their villages of origin in the Great Lakes region nation, either from camps or transit sites.

As of the end of February, in addition, over 48,000 refugees have fled fighting in the troubled North Kivu province, in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), taking refuge across the border in Uganda.

OCHA said that the pace of new arrivals from North Kivu has slowed in the last month. More than 8,000 Congolese refugees have been relocated to two transit centres since August 2008, and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has received a $1.2 million grant from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) to help those in need.

Meanwhile, the largest-ever food distribution operation in the Karamoja region in Uganda’s north-east kicked off, targeting more than 80 per cent of the population over the next nine months.

Only 1 per cent, or $2.9 million, of the 2009 UN Consolidated Appeal for Uganda has been met as of the end of last month, OCHA reported.
Land rows reverse resettlement (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=83511 

Violent land disputes have prompted hundreds of people in northern Uganda to flee their home areas, dealing a blow to recent efforts to reverse the massive displacement that followed a rebel insurgency in the late 1980s. 

Local officials say four deaths have occurred in the districts of Gulu and Amuru following disputes since the beginning of 2009. 

The conflicts took place in Patiko village in Gulu, Omer and Got Apwoyo villages in Amuru as well as in Kitgum district. 

Some 120 households in Corner Agula village in Gulu's Odek Sub-County were rendered homeless two weeks ago when their homes were burnt down during a clash between the Lukwo and Palaro clan members. 

The Lukwo and Palaro had initially been displaced in the main camps of Acet, Corner Agula, Lalogi and Opit, but their return home, since 2007, has been marred by disputes over a parcel of land in Omunyjubi area that separates the two clans. 

John Komakech, from the Palaro, returned home in Ocim village, near the area under dispute, but has since fled back to Acet IDP camp for fear of more attacks. 

"Men wielding spears, bows, arrows, machetes and axes attacked the village, burning huts indiscriminately," Komakech told IRIN at Acet IDP camp. 

“My home was also attacked on the night of 29 February. I was sleeping and at about 2am angry men came into my home and started torching huts, including mine. 

"The men said I should leave the land or they would hit me. I narrowly escaped being speared. I can't sleep in my home now; you can see all my family are back in Acet IDP camp." 

An attack on 27 February at the Agula return site, by men suspected to be from the Lukwo clan, resulted in the death of Simon Ojok of the Palaro clan who was stabbed several times in the stomach while Charles Okello, a local leader, was wounded. 

"I tried stopping them but one of the attackers threw a spear at me, hurting me seriously. They started burning huts in the camp and beating up other people,” Okello said. 

However, the Ugandan army repulsed a group of attackers who attempted to raid the satellite camp on 6 March. 

The sub-county leader, Martin Alobi, said locals had lost property in the attacks. 

"This conflict over the land in Omunyjubi village started when we started going back home. It's surprising because before the conflict the two clans lived amicably with no hatred,” Owiny Onek, 79, a resident, said. 

Police have arrested seven people from Lukwo clan, one of whom is a police constable, considered the lead suspect. 

Gulu police commander Yasin Ndimwibo said: "We are investigating the matter; more people will be arrested." 

Local leaders expressed fear that unless the government intervenes to resolve the dispute, more violence would disrupt the resettlement of IDPs. 

However, Gulu resident commissioner Walter Ochora said the situation had been brought under control. 

"We have deployed full-time policemen in the sub-county to help counter any conflict that might arise. We urge IDPs to go back to their original homes of displacement,” said Ochora. "We shall deal with anyone who causes more problems."
Mao lures IDPs to return home (Ultimate Media)

http://www.ugpulse.com/articles/daily/news.asp?about=Mao%20lures%20IDPs%20to%20return%20home&ID=8894 

Gulu LCV chairman, Norbert Mao has called upon people in internally displaced people’s camps to return back to their original homes. 

Speaking to Ultimate Media in Kampala, Mao said IDPs should return home because LRA war has come to an end. 

Mao said the IDPs need to return home and start growing their own food and enjoy a settled life. The IDPs went into camps due to the war in northern Uganda that started in 1986. 

Mao says some people are reluctant to return to their homes because they have been getting free food and care in IDPs, which is absent in their former homes. 

In addition, he says some Non Governmental Organizations feel bad for the IDPs to return home because they have been getting donations from donors to supply to the IDPs and in end accumulate billions of shillings as profit for their work.

Mao says that such people and NGOs know that once the IDPs return home they will not get such cash any more. He claims that there are also people who want IDPs to remain in camps such that they grab their land in the villages.

Mao also threatened to cause arrest of all people in north who discourage IDPs from returning home. He says such people are enemies of northern Uganda and Uganda at large. 

Northern residents advised to resettle (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/674876 

THE presidential assistant on political affairs has advised people from the north, who are living in Nakawa Division in Kampala, to return home. 

Moses Byaruhanga said the region was now peaceful. 

Byaruhanga said the Government would support them to resettle. 

He was over the weekend addressing the members of Lwenykican Luo, an association of people from northern Uganda living in Nakawa. 

Byaruhanga said the Government and the development partners had designed many development programmes for the north. 

“You will access government funding under the Bona Baggagawale (Prosperity-for-all) programme by forming a savings and credit corporative society,” he said. 

Byaruhanga promised the association 10,000 chicks from the National Agricultural Advisory Services and sh1.2m. 

Nakawa resident district commissioner Fred Bamwine said he realised that most Lwenykican Luo members were poor.
North gets block-making machines (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/674874 

FORTY new hydraform block-making machines have been handed over to 40 northern Uganda districts. 

The Prime Minister, Prof. Apolo Nsibambi, said the machines would boost efforts to build permanent houses for the former internally displaced people IDPs), who are returning home. 

He was handing over the items to district officials at Kololo airstrip in Kampala on Friday. 

“I am impressed by the technology because it is cost effective and environmentally friendly,” Nsibambi said. 

Nsibambi said 100 youth selected from 40 districts that are benefiting from the Peace, Recovery and Development Programme, were trained in December on how to use the machines. 

He pledged that the Government would collaborate with Hydraform International, the suppliers, to support the project to ensure maximum benefit. 

“The first priority will be given to returnees from the Acholi and Lango sub-regions, because they were the most affected,” he said. 

“We will also promote food security by constructing silos for food storage in Karamoja,” 

The Hydraform International country chairman, Charles Nuwagaba, said each machine could produce 3,000 blocks daily. 

He explained that enough blocks to build a simple three-bedroom house could be produced in two days. 

“The hydraform block is 10 times stronger than a brick and is bullet proof,” said Nuwagaba. 

“You can save up to 40% on cement and labour compared to when using bricks,” he observed. 

Booysen Quintin, the marketing director, said it takes only sand (95%), cement (5%) and water (5%) to make a block. 

He said the blocks are interlocking and dry- stacked. 

Eastern Uganda / Karamoja 
Storm destroys 6 schools, hospital in Kumi District (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Storm_destroys_6_schools_hospital_in_Kumi_District_81730.shtml 

A rainstorm on Saturday destroyed six schools located within a radius of less than 1km from each other and a hospital in Ngora Sub-county, Kumi District.

The schools affected are Ngora High School, Ngora Girls’ Secondary School, Bishop Kitching College, Ngora School for the Deaf, Ngora Boys Primary School and Ngora Girls Primary School.

The storm also hit the nearby Ngora Fredda Carr Hospital, damaging its buildings.

At Ngora High School, the storm damaged 11 staff houses, blew off the roof of the sickbay before ripping roofs off two dormitories, according the headmaster, Mr Martin Okiria Obore.

It also caused pit latrines for both teachers and students to collapse. 

The school store was also left in ruins.

“The school now needs extensive repair,” Mr Okiria told Daily Monitor by telephone.

At Ngora Boys Primary School, no sooner had the pupils fled than the storm blew off the roof of the dormitory they were in. 

The Cao, Mr Suleiman Kasozi, said the district disaster committee team has been dispatched to quantify the damage.

But Mr Okiria said for Ngora High School alone, more Shs50million is needed for emergency reconstruction.

Mr Okiria told Daily Monitor by telephone yesterday that his school’s board of governors held an emergency meeting yesterday and resolved to cut funds from other school programmes to carry out emergency works.

State Minister for Disaster Preparedness Musa Ecweru said yesterday that “the destruction was big” and that he had directed some NGOs in the area to realign their priorities and help the schools with iron sheets.

“Ngora High School was the worst affected and we can’t allow that school to go down the drain,” Mr Ecweru said, “certainly we have asked the district to compile the financial implications of the loss.”

Mr Okiria confirmed yesterday that he had already received 120 iron sheets while Ngora Girls got 50 iron sheets.

The storm also destroyed several homesteads in the villages surrounding the schools.
Karimojong advised on education (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/674872 

THE Norwegian ambassador has advised the Karimojong to transform the sub-region through education. 

“The Karimojong should educate their children,” she said. 

Bjorg Leite made the remarks while handing over a three-classroom block to Lopelipel Community Primary School in Katikekile sub-county, Moroto district. 

The block was funded by Norway and Save the Children under the Child Protection Project. 

“I urge parents to give equal opportunities to boys and girls so that the region does not lag behind in development,” she said. 

The head teacher, Max Loporwon, appealed to Norway to build a dormitory at the school, saying the children trekked long distances. 

The school is located in a remote area, he said, adding that the nearest source of water was 12km on the Moroto-Kitale road. 

Other schools in Katikekile and Nadunget sub-counties got latrines, furniture and play grounds. 

A borehole was also installed at Nakamistae village in Nadunget sub-county. 

The Child Protection project development officer, Thomas Cole, criticized the way of life in Lopelipel and Natirae villages. 

“Children go to school without food,” he said. 

The eastern region project manager, Rose Mary Oyoolo, commissioned a borehole at Domoye.

District to spend more on water (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/674877 
PALLISA - The district plans to spend most of the peace recovery and development funds to drill more boreholes, construct protected wells and rehabilitate health units. Addressing senior leaders on Friday, Pallisa county assistant chief administrative officer Moses Otimong said some money would also be used to construct classroom blocks.

I am ready for Karamoja – Janet (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/I_am_ready_for_Karamoja_-_Janet_81725.shtml 

First Lady Janet Museveni yesterday formally took over office as State Minister for Karamoja Affairs.

Former Minister Aston Kajara handed over the office to Ms Museveni in a brief ceremony at the Prime Minister’s Office in Kampala. 

The First Lady said she was aware of the challenges awaiting her in the new assignment, which critics have said is a manifestation of nepotism by the President.

“Karamoja is a challenge for Uganda and for anybody else who would be willing to do something there; I must say I don’t have all the answers to the problems in Karamoja because the much needed change, can’t be delivered by one person,” she said.
Ms Museveni, who promised to begin working next week, was among new eight state ministers appointed in February 17 cabinet reshuffle.

“I want to say I am grateful to everybody who welcomed and supported me since I took this appointment and all those other people out there who believe that there is something I can do for Karamoja,” she said.

The First Lady promised to be a team player, saying: “I am a willing listener to anybody who has anything to teach me.” 

Her main focus, she said, would be to address the question of food production in famine-struck Karamoja.

“Food is the cornerstone of any society,” she said. 

Mr Kajara gave the First Lady a map of Karamoja, an area development atlas and work plans. 

Mr Kajara said the main challenge was mobilisation of funds, listing education, water and sanitation, and insecurity as areas needing urgent attention.

“The biggest problem is that all people are still poverty-stricken,” Mr Kajara said, adding that he had left the region better than he had found it.
See Also:

First Lady starts work as Karamoja minister (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/674900 

Health 
Deformity on the rise in north (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Deformity_on_the_rise_in_north_81710.shtml 

Cases of children born with clubfoot, a form of congenital deformity, are rising in the Acholi sub-region with four new cases being registered on a daily basis, officials have confirmed. 

Health experts say clubfoot can lead to permanent disability if not treated at the earliest stage of the child’s growth. 

“Unfortunately, the community in most cases ignores reporting such cases during early stages. About 50 new cases came up in Gulu District alone in the last one year,” Mr Peter Opiyo, a therapist at Gulu Referral Hospital, told Daily Monitor recently.

Mr Opiyo disclosed that 24 cases were treated late last year but noted that 2009 has opened with monthly reported cases rising to an average of four in recent months.

“This deformity is on the increase and in January alone, we treated four new cases doubling last year’s monthly record,” he said, adding that the deformity is mainly caused by consumption of narcotics by expectant mothers. 

Tuberculosis drugs shortage appalling (Daily Monitor – OPINION)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/opinions/Tuberculosis_drugs_shortage_appalling_81716.shtml 

A new shortage of anti-tuberculosis drugs has hit the country, yet again. 

Right now, the National Tuberculosis and Leprosy Programme at Mulago National Hospital must borrow drugs from Kenya. For a country with one of the highest TB infection rates in the world, this is disheartening as well as frightening. 

Dr Sam Zaramba, the director general of health services, has blamed the crisis on “unfulfilled promises” by the Geneva-based Global Fund to fight Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 

Given the stern risks involved, a shortage of TB drugs is one we cannot afford. There is a high risk of TB transmission, which is actually heightened when a patient’s treatment regime is interrupted by a shortage. 

But most importantly, such interruptions are known to lead to the development of multi-drug-resistant strains of TB, which cannot be treated by the common first -line cocktail of drugs we have in Uganda. Of course the second line drugs are way too expensive and out of the reach of most patients - the poor people who are the most vulnerable to the disease. 

Even more frustrating and off-putting is the fact that the government requires just about $1.5 million (about Shs3 billion) per year for the four common anti-TB drugs (Isoniazid, Rifampin, Pyrazinamide and Ethambutol). 

It is impossible to believe that our government cannot raise this money. Does Uganda really have to continue to depend on money from the Global Fund and other donors to procure these drugs?

Moreover, this is not the first time that these shortages are occurring. It is yet another indicator of the poor management and drug administration systems which are in a sorry state in this country. One day you hear that the National Medical Stores is destroying expired drugs worth millions of dollars, only to learn the next day that there is a drastic shortage of drugs in the country. 

The incongruity between the Ministry of Health and the Global Fund over “performance issues” is too old and tired an excuse to put the lives of Ugandans at such a risk.

If indeed the needed disbursements cannot be provided because of management issues, then the patients should not be the grass that suffers when two elephants fight.

It is not asking too much to demand that this madness should come to an end.

Food Security

Deadly banana bacterial wilt disease is back (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/Deadly_banana_bacterial_wilt_disease_is_back_81688.shtml 

here is a renewed attack by the Banana Bacterial Wilt (BBW) disease, devastating plantations in the food/cash crop growing areas, which could culminate into food insecurity at national and household levels.

In the western region, the major matooke-growing districts of Mbarara, Bushenyi, Isingiro, Ibanda, Ntungamo and Rakai are under the attack yet again.

The entire 14 sub-counties in Mbarara are already affected, according to the leaders. It has wiped out some plantations in Biharwe and Rubaya sub-counties, compelling some of the farmers to leave the area.
“Some of our people have lost their banana plantations and have sold off their land and shifted to Mubende, Kamwenge or Kyenjojo,” says Biharwe LC3 chairperson, Mr Stephen Muganga. The leaders speculate that at the fast rate of spread, matooke production, the economic mainstay of those in the area could soon become history.

“If the disease is not controlled in time, banana production in south western is likely to be history five years from today,” says Mbarara vice chairperson and secretary for production, Mr Stephen Kamanyire. 

Banana Bacterial Wilt was first reported in Mukono in 2001. It was to a great extent controlled and eradicated when it first spread into the western districts in 2005-2006. 

So, what has gone wrong?

According to Mbarara District production coordinator, Ms Beatrice Byarugaba, negligence is the reason for renewed spread. “What we suspect is laxity. People (farmers and traders) went back to their old management practices,” she says.

The by-laws that were made and enforced during the peak of the last attack have not continuously been followed, says Ms Byarugaba. The disease is spread mainly by insects especially bees which go from one banana bud to another. It’s the reason farmers are told to cut off the bud after it has clearly separated from the banana. 

Garden tools especially pangas spread the wilt if used from one plantation to the next. For this reason, farmers and traders have always been advised to disinfect the tools with Jik after they’ve been used on an infected plant or before they are used in a different plantation. 

While farmers are required to chop and bury the affected plants and fruits in a three to four feet pit, some are too lazy to do so, leaving them to rot on the surface thus causing the bacteria to multiply in the plantation. “Farmers stopped removing buds off bananas, giving chance to insects to spread the wilt,” says Byarugaba. “They resumed cutting off fresh materials on banana plants (prunning) which we had refused them unless they were dry (fibres and dry leaves).

BBW task forces were formed at all levels right from the district to the LC1, to mobilise and teach farmers and enforce prevention and mitigation practices. 

“We had put a by-law that every trader uses one panga for one plantation, but traders cut bananas in Mbarara and rotate in the neighbouring districts using the same panga to cut bananas to fill their lorries,” Ms Byarugaba says.

Task forces relaxed. “When the battle against the disease was won, they stopped monitoring and enforcing the by-laws. The government, farmers and all stakeholders should double their efforts.” “At least there is no lack of information.

Everyone knows what to do. If efforts are renewed, it will go,” she says. Ms Teo Kataratami, a prominent commercial banana farmer in Mbarara who sits on many farming committees shares the same view. 

The disease has thrived because some control measures especially burying affected plants are laborious to women who have been left to do farming in most households. 

“Looking after banana plantations has been left to women, men are in towns. It’s harder for a woman to dig pits and burry the affected banana plants,” she says. It becomes more difficult when there are many affected plants, therefore many pits to dig.

“A woman will find it hard to dig pits to burry 20 or so plants.” And some farmers have failed to learn from the past, according to Ms Kataratambi who has spent considerable time in campaigns against the disease. 

She says farmers still collect garbage from matooke markets and take it to their plantations as manure. “People have been sensitised but they have failed to learn. Farmers collect banana materials from markets and take them to their plantations. Why won’t the disease spread?” 

Some other small scale farmers are seeing the disease as a threat to only commercial farmers, she says. “Some don’t care, yet we all get affected,” she said, adding that most of the people looking after banana plantations are old and don’t have the vigour to execute the recommended control and prevention practices. Matooke is both a cash and food crop to the majority rural people in Uganda. To most local governments where there are matooke markets, it is a source of local revenue. 

It’s against this background that Mbarara District council production committee chairperson, Ms Baamu Rugunda called for local government intervention at the February 25 council meeting. “This is our time to invest in farmers as council. We have been getting revenue from matooke markets. We need to help farmers. This disease is the ‘Aids’ of bananas,” she said.

A district task force composed of the top politicians and agriculture technocrats was then constituted. It will traverse the district sensitising farmers and reactivating the former lower task forces. 

Ms Byarugaba says enough funds should be committed to fighting the disease as was done in 2005.
Banana wilt now attacking other crops (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/Banana_wilt_now_attacking_other_crops_81689.shtml 

The Banana Bacterial Wilt disease is now attacking coffee plants, tomatoes, pumpkins and other plants, threatening household food security in Mukono District. 

A number of farmers in Nenyodde and Ntuunda villages, Nabbale Sub County in Nakifuma, Mukono District complained that the wilt had become more aggressive, attacking most crops. 

The two areas were the epic centre in 2001, where the disease was first identified by Naro scientists, before wreaking havoc across more than 45 districts in the country. It’s reported that the mutation   presents challenges to control efforts across the country.
But Dr Opolot Okasaai, the acting director of crop resources said it was difficult for the wilt to cross to coffee or pumpkins, because the two crops are not related to bananas.

“We have seen the wilt in ginger and maize, because the two are related. We even isolated the bacteria in ginger. But for the other crops, it is subject to investigations,” Dr Okasaai said, adding that the presence of the wilt in maize and ginger is a serious shortcoming because it is now a staple in most communities and institutions across the country.

But he said more research needs to be done on the reported mutation. Matooke alone occupies 38 per cent of Uganda’s arable land, accounting for food security to over 12 million Ugandans, according to the National Agricultural Research Laboratories. But in the last five years, production has sharply decreased due to numerous diseases and pest attacks. This it is not the first time the banana wilt is mutating to survive in the wild.

Dr W.K Tushemereirwe, the head of the National Banana Research Programme told a banana wilt control meeting in Kampala recently that the disease first attacked ensete, a wild relative of the common bananas in Ethiopia, before gaining strength to cross to other banana breeds. 

He however said it was too early to suggest that the wilt had mutated to attack coffee and vegetables. The new attack on other crops in Mukono presents fresh challenges to research on the banana wilt, as it has defied existing guidelines set by Naro to control the disease.

The guidelines by Naro scientists to farmers include cutting off the male bud to stop bees visiting the infected plant and then moving on to others, disinfecting pangas and other farm tools, uprooting and burning infected crops as well as mulching and caring for the plantation to ensure it has enough water.

Through the slogan, “Castrate: Twist and Break”, farmers learn that “castrating” their bananas prevents them from being destroyed, a message that is not easily forgotten. 

“We now call it kiyongobeza. It attacks the cassava leaves and tubers fail to form. If they do, they rot and some have lesions inside,” John Nkalubo, a farmer in Nenyodde said.When we toured his garden, which formed the basis for the promotion of the Naro guidelines, pumpkin crops had withered. Paw paws had ripened prematurely and some had dropped off.

But Nkalubo said all varieties of bananas on his farm were affected, including tomatoes and lady finger crops. Mr John Sekindi, another farmer said most of his clonal coffee trees were affected. “The disease attacks the leaves first and within a few days, the entire tree withers,” he said.

Sekindi however said that traditional coffee varieties seemed to be resistant to the new disease, compared to clonal coffee. Clonal coffee is one of the most disease and drought resistant varieties currently being promoted in the country.
“Some banana varieties like FIA seem to be resistant to the wilt if well managed. But we cannot get the planting materials,” said another farmer, Boniface Ssenkindu. 

More Banana bacterial wilt facts

•Banana bacterial wilt (BBW) is a bacterial disease caused by Xanthomonas campestris pv. Musacearum.

•All banana cultivars in affected areas are susceptible to BBW, although some FIA varieties from Kawanda Research Institute have exhibited some resistance. It has been found to be very destructive with incidence of 70-80 per cent in many plantations and yield losses of 90 percent have been reported on some farms. The potential national loss is therefore estimated at $360m p.a (i.e., 90 percent of Banana contribution to GDP).

•First symptoms are a dull green colour of the lamina, which gradually assumes a scalded appearance and wilting back on its midrib. Cross sections of diseased petioles or pseudostems reveal yellowish colouration.

•There is uneven and premature ripening of the fruit and when it is cut, the sections show unique yellowish blotches in the flesh fingers and dark brown placental scars. 

•Banana bacterial wilt was first reported in 2001 on bananas in Mukono and Kayunga districts. It has since been reported and confirmed in more than 40 districts, among them Lira, Apac, Kaberamido, Kumi, Kamuli, Jinja, Sironko, Mbale and Luwero and more recently in Wakiso. BBWl wilt is suspected in, or poised to spread to Kitgum, Katakwi, Soroti, Pallisa, Iganga, Nakasongola and Tororo. 

•The disease causes symptoms on hot pepper, tobacco, sesame, cabbage, wheat, barley and Datura stramonium in Ethiopia and in banana relatives; Musa zebrina and Musa ornata and Cana-lilly, an ornamental plant in Uganda. It is important that when the source of infection is being eliminated or reduced, such alternate hosts are removed with the infected bananas.

•Spread of BBW is mainly through infected banana planting materials, infected cutting tools, insects and browsing animals. 

•In Uganda, decapitation of male flower buds after flowering, disinfecting the farm tools after use and hands, destruction of affected banana stools and burying them reduced the inoculum.

•This has been found to reduce infection in Mukono and Kayunga but the farming community has to be convinced to actively participate in carrying out these control measures. 

•Restriction of movement of banana plant material from infected areas to other areas also reduced the spread of BBW (quarantine). There are, however, problems with practicability of implementation. It has been suggested that affected or threatened communities should get involved in enforcing the by-laws in what has been tagged community quarantine rather that government law enforcement structures.

Water & Sanitation
Kampala tap water not safe for drinking – report (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/Kampala_tap_water_not_safe_for_drinking_-_report_81694.shtml 

Tap water in Kampala city and its suburbs is contaminated with traces of algae; and is not safe for drinking without boiling, a new report on water quality, commissioned by Water and Environment Minister, Maria Mutagamba, has disclosed.

The report, Water and Sanitation Sector Perfomance Report 2008 released recently indicates that the National Water and Sewerage Corporation (NW&SC)’s capacity to fully treat water was being held back due to lack of modern technology. 

The report is a comprehensive government study on achievements and challenges in provision of water and sanitation facilities in the country for policy interventions. 

“Urban piped water supplies undergo conventional and semi conventional treatment. However, in previous years, the removal of organic based colour and dissolved organic substances continue to be difficult,” the report notes. It specifically names algae, which has turned lake water colour to green. 

It indicates that NW&SC uses Aluminum Sulphate (alum) to purify the water, but the chemical is no longer effective.

The report recommends the use of high dosages of alum, but warns that the water will become acidic and toxic. Alum chemical has been associated with brain damage in some countries. 

A study published in an international medical journal, Neurotoxicology found that the widespread use of aluminum salts to purify water in Australia contributed to brain damage and memory loss. 

Out of a total of 19,764 samples tested by water experts in Kampala, according to the report, only 80 per cent met the national drinking standards.

Alum is also used in the printing industry. When added into water for treatment, it makes residues and colour to settle at the bottom.

But the current discharge of municipal and industrial waste in Kampala and other towns around Lake Victoria, according to the report, have contributed to algae in the lake, which alum can’t easily treat. 

“High dosing rates of alum are required to achieve good colour removal. But this lowers the pH of such treated water,” the report notes. pH is a measure of the acidity or basicity of a solution. 

The report notes that using high doses of alum will make the water acidic and toxic to human consumption.
Water project stops diarrhea in Rakai (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/Water_project_stops_diarrhea_in_Rakai_81692.shtml 

A fight against diarrhea and other poor hygiene related diseases in villages of Rakai District is on. The people of Lusaka, Manyama, Kikungwe, Kalagala and Nsambya in the two sub-counties of Lwankoni and Kalisizo now have access to clean drinking water, and have better latrines. 

At Lusaka Village, 25 households now own water filters. At Kalagala, nearly every household has a concrete slab latrine and most homes at Kikungwe have tippy-taps for washing the hands after visiting the latrine.

At Nsambya, there is a shallow well where a “rope pump” is used to draw clean underground water with ease. Yet at Manyama the residents have got water filters, concrete slab latrines, tippy-taps and shallow wells at which rope pumps are used to draw clean underground water.
These interventions were made possible through a research project funded by Michigan Technological University in the US and supported by Rakai Health Sciences Programme and Open Palm COWESER, an NGO devoted to uplifting living standards in local communities within Rakai District. 

Mr Jon Mellor, an environment engineer doing a Master’s Degree in Water and Environment at Michigan Technological University is a Peace Corp volunteer and has been attached to Open Palm COWESER for the last two years.

In the course of his stay at Kalisizo town, he carried out a survey in some 300 households about the most common diseases. Diarrhea turned out to be the most common disease and so he came up with a proposal to set up interventions that would hopefully reduce the problem. 

“Drinking unclean water and absence of clean latrines were thought to be among the leading causes of diarrhea and so we came up with five different interventions just to see what worked best,” Mellor said. He added that they beat two birds with one stone. “We had two goals; a research goal and a development goal.”

Another survey is yet to be carried out to assess the overall effect of the research project on the health and hygiene standards of the villages.

At Lusaka in Lwankoni Sub-county, Mr Joseph Lukyamuzi whose household had received a bio-sand water filter said, “The big advantage is that now we don’t have to waste fuel boiling the water to make it safe for drinking. All we have to do is to put water into the filter and almost instantly get back the same amount of water, all cleaned and fit for drinking.” 

The bio-sand water filter kills the germs biologically and removes all impurities from the water. The chairman, Bio-sand filter users community, Mr Edison Tamale said they provide clean drinking water to big village gatherings like when there is a funeral, a wedding party, kwanjula, or last funeral rites. 

The bio-sand water filter can clean 20 litres of water within a few hours so there is always enough clean water for nearly everyone. Only 25 households were able to get the filters at a subsidised cost of Shs10,000 each. They were provided to those that reported more instances of diarrhea during the survey. The normal cost of a bio-sand water filter is between Shs100,000-Shs150,000 according to Mr Max Mubiru, a social worker attached to Open Palm COWESER.

Ms Teddy Namayanja, another resident of Lusaka asked Mr. Joseph Mubiru, the Coordinator of Open Palm COWESER if it was possible to provide more water filters to other households since more were demanding for them. Mubiru said that theirs was a pilot project, which was bound to expand especially now that the district authorities were beginning to appreciate the advantages of the bio-sand water filter. 

At Manyama where the survey had indicated that out of 257 homes, 25 had no latrines, the LC1 Chairman Mr Michael Kakooza Ssalongo said every home now had a clean and well maintained latrine. The research project had provided a latrine slab to nearly every home and all the women had been taught to make a tippy-tap. 

A tippy-tap is a cheaply made device to store some water and soap for someone to clean the hands after using a latrine. A peddle is pushed with the foot and a plastic water container tied with a string to the peddle slants and the water drips out. It costs about Shs3,000 to make one. 

The village now has a shallow well on which a rope pump manually operated is used to draw underground water. “We have trained local mechanics to repair the rope pump just in case it breaks down and we have trained others to make latrine slabs,” Mr Mellor said. 

“A well of this kind is something we had always asked our local government to make for us. We had always complained about the old well into which dirty water from the hilltop collected whenever it rained,” Mr Kakooza said in gratitude. 

However he explained that the former village well would still be preserved and protected as much as possible with earth run-off water barriers. 

“You might be surprised but there are people who still want to go on drawing water from the old well.

There was a debate in our village meeting about the construction of the rope pump shallow well and we agreed to sustain the old well.” He however said that the great majority of the people prefer to draw water from the newly constructed rope pump shallow well. 

“Some people take long to accept new things, but I am sure within no time every one will be drawing water from the new well. Its water is clean and it has no risk of small children falling into it or even dirtying it.”

Mr Mellor explained that the rope pump shallow well, which had been constructed at a cost of about Shs4m was easy to maintain. It is a pulley system that local artisans can make using a simple plastic rope, metal, and a few other improvised plastic gargets. He said it was cheap but very effective clean water provision technology so much supported by Water Aid International.

Local govt urged on water funds (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/18/674879 

THE water and environment minister, Maria Mutagamba, has urged local governments to be committed in the management of Government funds. 

She said coverage for rural water increased from 55% in 2002 to 63% this year. 

Mutagamba said there was a task to cover the 37% unserved population. 

She was speaking at the annual district water officers meeting at Mountains of the Moon Hotel in Fort Portal on Friday. 

She said efficiency in resource utilisation would earn the water sector more funding. 

“In 2007/08, about 38% of the grant released was not spent due to delays in procurement and award of contracts. 

“This meant that a proportion of the rural population was denied access to safe water,” Mutagamba said. 

The officers said chief administrative officers diverted funds meant for water projects. 

The director for water development, Eng. Sottie Bomukama, said some districts had failed to adhere to the ministry guidelines and their reports were not accepted.

Climate Change
Climatic changes finally reach home (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/features/Climatic_changes_finally_reach_home_81697.shtml 

Climatic changes are happening in Uganda, according to Turning up the Heat: Climate Change and Poverty in Uganda, a recent report by the charity Oxfam GB in Uganda.

“On the one hand there is more erratic rainfall in the March to June rainy season, bringing drought and reductions in crop yields and plant varieties,” the report reads. “On the other hand the rainfall, especially in the later rains towards the end of the year, is reported as coming in more intense and destructive downpours, bringing floods, landslides and soil erosion.”

With such changes already in place when global average temperatures have not even exceeded a one degree centigrade rise above pre-industrial levels, the report warns that as temperatures rise further, risks will be magnified.

So what does the future hold? The report has some forecasts for the country. Experts believe that future climate change will likely have the biggest impact on the later short rains. 

“During October to December there will likely be a big increase in the frequency of heavy rainfall, with the number of significantly wetter years rising considerably as a result; indeed, as many as one year in five may well be much wetter than is currently the norm,” according to the report. 

“Indeed, a wetter climate is likely for the whole country, including the arid and semi-arid regions. Farmers believe rainfall is already becoming more intense, and the particularly heavy rains of late 2007 across northern and central Uganda may be a foretaste of this future climate regime.”

However, the report authors say for the long rains from March to June, the modeled effects of human-induced climate change seem much weaker and less predictable. 

“So warming may not alter the current pattern, which is of more erratic rainfall effectively making the growing period shorter.”

Therefore future generations may see a switch away from the current pattern of two rainy seasons across much of the country towards a new pattern, of a much more pronounced rainy season (with heavier rains) later in the year, with the rest of the year hotter and drier than at present.

The report further notes that if Uganda becomes wetter, “Floods will become more likely, a product not only of higher rainfall and run-off but also of land use changes such as the draining of swamps, and in cities, blocked drains.”

Foreseen is that rainfall changes may begin to become noticeable within about 12 years from now but could become particularly big from mid-century. Meanwhile, temperatures will increase and this will become particularly noticeable within the next 10 years. All seasons are likely to become warm to extremely warm, the report concludes.
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