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LRA / Northern Uganda

Revive LRA talks, NGOs urge govt (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/675214 

CIVIL society organisations have appealed to the Government to revive peace talks with Joseph Kony’s LRA rebels. 

The activists, under the Civil Society Organisations for Peace in Northern Uganda, said only a political solution could end the conflict. 

They said the joint operation by the Uganda, Southern Sudan and the DR Congo armies against the rebels was costly and could strain cross-border trade. 

“Military solutions to conflicts are not sustainable without development programmes to address the underlying causes of the conflict,” the activists said in a press statement on Wednesday. 

They called for the establishment of physical infrastructure, social services, restoration of the rule of law by strengthening the Police, courts and civil society agencies. 

They argued that affirmative action for the region should be for 10 and not three years as proposed in the recovery programme. 

Responding to the release, the deputy government chief negotiator at the Juba peace negotiations, Henry Okello Oryem, said the talks ended and what remained was the signing of the final peace accord by Kony. 

“What they (civil society) are saying is nonsense,” he said. 

Oryem, who is also the foreign affairs state minister, explained that the UN and AU had commended the agreement as the best outcome of the two-year talks. 

“My advice to them is to try to talk sense into the LRA leaders to sign the agreement. President Yoweri Museveni does not need any convincing,” Oryem said. 

He said the NGOs had nothing to show for the funding they received from donors. 

DRC: Villages abandoned as militia rampage in the east (IRIN)

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=83550 

Whole villages are being abandoned as civilians flee attacks by Rwandan Hutu militia and Ugandan rebels in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, just weeks after joint army operations to oust the militias ended. 

"[On] Monday and Tuesday the FDLR [Forces démocratiques pour la libération du Rwanda] attacked a FARDC [national army] position and burned some villages … causing massive population displacement," Joseph Malikidogo, president of the North Kivu civil society, said. The FDLR comprises militias, some of whom are blamed for the 1994 Rwandan genocide. 

The DRC government invited the Rwandan and Ugandan armies to North Kivu and Orientale provinces, respectively, to help quell the FDLR and Ugandan rebel Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) threat in the east. The LRA is blamed for attacks on civilians in parts of Southern Sudan and Orientale Province. 

Since the end of the operations, hundreds of civilians have come under attack, with villages looted and women raped. The Rwandan army left on 25 February while the Ugandan army pulled out on 15 March. 

"The situation … is characterised by a large number of population movements due to multiple FDLR attacks, particularly in the north … the situation in Haut-Uele and in part of Bas-Uele [Orientale] is reminiscent of the one in the province of North Kivu," Nestor Yombo Djema, an information officer with the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), told IRIN. 

Some of the FDLR militia had regrouped in Lubero, Walikale and Masisi, in North Kivu, and clashed with the FARDC, according to the spokesman for the UN Mission in the DRC (MONUC), Lt. Col Jean-Paul Dietrich. 

"The FDLR are still in their hundreds and they always pose a threat to the population even though, according to different sources, the joint army operation weakened their capacity," said Dietrich. MONUC is to launch anti-FDLR operations with the army. 

According to government spokesman Lambert Mende, remnants of the armed groups were still harming the population. At least 8,000 people have been displaced in Lubero, 14,000 west of Musienene, and 17,500 in Kirumba in North Kivu where some returns have also been recorded, according to humanitarian organisations. The number of Congolese refugees has also increased by 7,622 since January. 

Rumours of attacks had also contributed to displacement in places like Kayna, North Kivu, where people had fled, only to return home later, said Yombo of OCHA. 

The FDLR had also displaced civilians in South Kivu. "In the past three weeks, the FDLR, which fled the joint operation [in North Kivu], has driven away at least 7,600 people from their villages north of Kalonge," he said. 

Some of the FDLR and newly integrated FARDC units were reportedly also kidnapping civilians for ransom and taxing farmers to access their fields. 

LRA attacks 

Meanwhile, in the northern territory of Dungu in Orientale, civilians were still fleeing LRA attacks. "The LRA attacks on villages and civilians have displaced the population and complicated [the provision of] humanitarian assistance," he said. 

Medical NGO Médecins Sans Frontières Switzerland pulled out of Banda, Haut Uele, after the LRA attacked and pillaged its base on 5 March. About 20,000 people fled Banda, Yombo said. 

Oxfam GB was also forced to suspend an IDP verification exercise in Lubero following obstruction by FARDC soldiers' wives, while MSF Holland suspended its activities in Kitchanga. 

In addition, aid convoys were unable to use the roads, leaving thousands of people without assistance, although generally incidents targeting aid organisations have decreased in North Kivu. 

Ex-abductee returns to Apac home (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/675182 

THERE was ululation and singing as hundreds of people in Apac welcomed former LRA captive Catherine Ajok to her home town on Monday, bringing business to a standstill. 

Tears rolled down the cheeks of many attending a thanks-giving service at Apac Catholic Church as Ajok, a former student of St. Mary’s College, Aboke, narrated her 13-year ordeal. 

Ajok’s one-year-old son, fathered by Kony, was baptised and Deogratius Apunyu. 

His godfather was Dr James Ongu-Elim, the district veterinary officer, who is also the parish laity chairman. 

A holiday for two schools in the town was declared to enable students receive Ajok, their old student. 

Her parents, Dr. John Alyai and Licer Namataka, promised to look after their grandchild to enable her return to school. 

Ajok, now 26, was abducted at the age of 13, while she was in Senior Two, Alyai said. 

Well-wishers donated an unspecified sum of money and assorted items to Ajok and her child. 

Stop diverting funds, Latigo warns NGOs (New Vision)
http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/675181 

THE leader of the opposition in Parliament, Prof. Morris Ogenga Latigo, has warned non-governmental organisations (NGOs) against diverting project funds to enrich themselves. 

He accused some NGOs operating in the north of not assisting the people affected by the LRA insurgency. 

“Avoid the temptation of getting rich quickly from the money you get wrongly. Organisations that work for humanitarian assistance need to be honest,” he said. 

Latigo made the remarks at the launch of a two-year peace and reconciliation project at Hotel Kakanyero in Gulu on Saturday. 

The sh200m project will be implemented by the Foundation for African Development. 

Latigo, who is also the MP for Agago county, said achieving peace in the region would be affected by challenges like land wrangles. 

He warned that those who try to grab other people’s land would face the law and urged the Acholi to solve their land problems peacefully. 

“Despite the destruction that the war caused, we, the people of Acholi, managed to educate our children. But it is sad to note that educated people are fighting each other over land,” Latigo said. 

The organisation’s north coordinator, Emmanuel Mwaka Lutukumoi, said the project aimed at rehabilitating communities affected by the war. 

He added that they would train 700 people from Gulu and Amuru districts in resolving land conflicts and counsel those who are traumatised. 

Health 
NDA lists syrups in investigation (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/NDA_lists_syrups_in_investigation_81832.shtml 

The National Drug Authority has named 12 infant syrups whose safety and efficacy it is investigating.

A spokesman for the NDA, however, says parents should not panic and pharmacists should not withdraw the listed syrups from their shelves until the investigation is complete.

The NDA investigation comes after doctors in the United States, Kenya, and the World Health Organisation raised concerns about the efficacy of the syrups, most of which are used to treat coughs and colds in infants. 
NDA spokesperson Fred Ssekyana told Daily Monitor that the investigation is focusing on 12 syrups that are registered and on sale in Uganda. He said the NDA would not issue an advisory for or against any of the listed syrups unless investigations conclude that they are harmful or useless to children.

“We are dealing with sensitive issues; we cannot work on hearsay,” Mr Ssekyana said. “The raised concerns have to be scientifically investigated until we get an evidence-based conclusion.”

The NDA spokesman said the investigation is covering the following syrups: Actifed Wet (Cough and Cold) Syrup 100ml, Actifed Compound Linctus (Dry and Cold Cough), Ascoril syrup 100ml, Benylin Expectorant Syrup 100ml, Benylin Pediatric Syrup 100ml and Benylin with Codiene Syrup. 

Others are Bisolvon Elixir 100ml, Bro-zedex cough Syrup 100ml, Cadistin Expectorant 100ml, Linctifed forte syrup 100ml, Linctifed Paediatric Syrup 100ml, and Piriton Expectorant 100ml.

The spokesman said the NDA routinely inspects drugs prescribed and sold in the country.

“This is part of the usual work we do only that we do not always announce that we are going to do it,” he said. “We do it randomly and in an intelligent way. The dispensers should not be in the know; otherwise it would defeat the purpose.” 

A senior official in the Health Ministry yesterday called for a speedy investigation into the matter to help parents and health practitioners make informed decisions about which medicines to give or not to give. 

Dr Jeremiahs Twa-Twa, the acting assistant commissioner for health services in the Child Health Division, said: “The advice that can be given to parents is that the best approach to the situation is to always consult with their health workers on what medications to give their children.”

Syrups are popular among parents and many doctors because they are sweet and therefore easy to administer to children, and can also be bought over-the-counter. 

Many parents have, however, been left with a bitter taste in the mouth after the US-based Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in 2007 warned against giving syrups to children after the deaths of three babies were linked to the toxic effects of cough and cold medicines.

A CDC study showed that more than 1,500 toddlers and babies wound up in emergency rooms between 2004 and 2005. Consequently, the CDC warned parents against giving common over-the-counter cold and cough remedies to children under two years without consulting a doctor.

In Kenya, top health facilities, including the Aga Khan University Hospital, are discontinuing the use of such syrups. In a public statement issued this week, the chairperson of the Kenya Pharmacy and Poisons Board said the reported syrups were neither being recalled nor banned.

Dr Francis Kimani, however, added that use of the syrups among children under 6 years “is not recommended but can only be used under prescription”. 

Ugandan doctors started weighing in on the debate yesterday with Dr Vincent Ojoome, a senior consultant pediatrician, calling for caution in the administration of syrups to children. 

“We are trying as much as we can to discourage the use of cough and cold syrups especially those that have sedative elements because they can be detrimental,” Dr Ojoome, who is also the medical superintendent at Mbale Regional Referral Hospital, said. “They give a false sense of security.” 

He, however, emphasised that some syrups – for instance antibiotics – are vital in the management of infection. 

Local Governance

Govt sets May 21 for LC1 elections (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Govt_sets_May_21_for_LC1_elections_81836.shtml 

The first national local council elections under the multiparty political system will be held on May 21, the government announced yesterday. 

The date for the elections was gazetted in the Uganda Gazette dated March 13, under general notice No. 78 of 2009 where Uganda Electoral Commission has set April 14-May 19 as the campaign period. Mr Sam Rwakoojo, the EC Secretary said yesterday that the LC elections will be followed by interest groups planned for May 25. 

“The period commencing the April 14, and ending May 19, 2009 is hereby published as the campaign period for purposes of the countrywide local government council by-elections,” the notice issued on March 10 by Dr Jenny Okello on behalf of the chairperson of the Electoral Commission, reads in part.

In September last year, MPs heard that the Shs15 billion Parliament had recommended to be allocated to the EC for conducting LC1 elections was not provided for in the budget- fueling speculation that the by-election had flopped. 

Reports of lack of funds came after Parliament successfully endorsed new adjustments to the proposed Local Government (Amendments) Bill 2007 that sought to regularise the local councils’ electoral process. 

Although Mr Rwakoojo was reportedly busy to give details, sources at EC headquarters told Daily Monitor that under the new Bill, “it is a requirement for all candidates of LC chairpersons to either stand as party or independent candidates”. 

Although government has announced the new date it’s not clear whether EC has received the entire Shs15 billion required for the exercise. But in case the government had provided funds, different political parties will have to conduct primary elections for their candidates. 

The amendments to the Bill came after Maj. Rubaramira Ruranga (FDC) petitioned court challenging the constitutionality of several provisions of the Local Government Act, the National Women Council Act and the National Youth Council Act.

He argued in court that elections for village committees, women and youth councils should not be conducted until the laws governing the polls are amended as required under the multiparty political system.
Water & Sanitation
‘Spring, borehole water unsafe’ (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/675207 

WATER experts have warned against drinking un-boiled water from boreholes and spring wells. 

They said less than 15% of such water was safe for human consumption. 

“Less than 15% of the water collected from boreholes and spring wells is clean,” said David Mukama, a health ministry official. 

“Drinking water, which is not boiled, is a recipe for water borne diseases like diarrhoea.” 

Mukama who is also a member of the Water and Sanitation Working Group, a network of organisations working on water issues, said contamination of the water starts at the point of collection with dirty containers. 

He said further contamination was inevitable during transportation, storage and consumption of the water. 

Mukama was speaking in Kampala ahead of the World Water Day that will be celebrated on March 22. 

The national celebrations will take place in Namutumba district on March 23 during which the World Forestry Day and the World Meteorological Day would also be celebrated. 

Mukama warned that the sanitation coverage was only 62.5% and that households that lacked latrines posed a danger to the rest that had latrines because vectors do not have boundaries. 

“Prevention is better than cure,” he said, adding that better sanitation would reduce disease incidences. 

He also said people should be encouraged to wash their hands, pointing out that for every sh1 invested in proper sanitation, sh9 was saved. 

Gaster Kiyingi from the Global Water Partnership, said the reduced funding for the water sector was a step backwards.
New water purifier launched (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/675216 

A NEW water purifier has been launched in Kampala. The CrystalPur water filter eliminates bacteria, parasites and dirt from water. 

“It can purify six litres in one hour and is more durable than most ceramic filters. This makes it 75% cheaper than filters on the market,” said the executive director of At Uganda, Rita Laker Ojok. 

The filter would make it easy for most Ugandans to get clean and safe drinking water, Ojok said while launching the equipment at Kyoto Restaurant in Kampala on Wednesday 

Uganda is a pilot market in Africa, she added. 

Ojok explained that CrystalPur would be distributed by Twiga Chemical Industries at sh19,500 each. 

A total of 5,000 purifiers, Ojok disclosed, would initially be sold in Kampala, Entebbe and Wakiso districts. 

She said about 3,500 pieces would be distributed to schools for free. 

“The filters eliminate the need for bottled water and lower medical bills,” Ojok said. 

Michael Oketcho, the project manager, said: “Diarrhoea, which is caused mainly by waterborne bacteria, accounts for 17% of the deaths of children below five years.” 

Close to 10 million Ugandans suffer from diseases associated with unsafe water.

Environment

Algae invades Murchison Bay (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Algae_invades_Murchison_Bay_81834.shtml 

A mild smell begins to drift in the air even while one is about a kilometre away from Murchison Bay, Luzira, and grows more pungent as one approaches the bay at Port Bell on the shores of Lake Victoria.

At the Lake Victoria Port, the water has been turned green by a water weed which, when it rots, causes the smell that has now engulfed most of the immediate vicinity of the lake.

The greenish substance covers an area of 200 square metres around the port and is so thick that if one throws a stone into the water, the solution splatters languorously. 

The chairman of the Beach Management Unit at the bay, Mr Sam Tugumisiriza, said it is the second time in two years that the green matter, known as Mubiru in Luganda, has surfaced at the beach.
“We are very much concerned about the bad stench at the shores of the lake and the bad look it has given the beach. But you need to consult the experts to find out its content and its effects to the environment,” Mr Tugumisirize added.

“Last year, Nema (National Environment Management Authority) officials came and took its samples but they never came back to tell us their findings. But it goes and comes back,” he said.

In response, the Deputy Executive Director of Nema, Dr Gerald Sawula Musoke, said they have not released the results to the public because they are still carrying out investigations.

According to the senior analyst in the Directorate of Water Resources and Management (DWRM), Mr Simon Etimu, these devastating weeds chocking parts of one of the biggest fresh water lakes in the world, are commonly known as algae.

Mr Etimu says algae are microscopic water plants floating on water because they do not have roots and stems to anchor them in one place.

“When algae accumulates in an area, it forms what is scientifically known as algal bloom and it is greenish in colour because it has some pigment of chlorophyll that it uses during photosynthesis,” he explained. 

Mr Etimu says the weeds thrive on availability of nutrients like nitrogen and phosphorus that are usually discharged from industries as wastes, from the atmosphere as dust and soil erosion.

He said the weeds usually thrive well during dry season because at this time, water temperature is conducive for their growth.

When the algae first struck in 2007, experts from different government departments were immediately dispatched to the scene to assess the situation. Their findings showed that the lake has excess nutrients like phosphorous and nitrogen. 

The toxic green algae can also make the water unfit for swimming especially at the beaches, as well as changing its taste and smell.

On April 12, 2007, the experts reported that the situation was coming back to normal as the thick blooms that had piled up had cleared, but now it has emerged again.

Dr Musoke said although Nema helps industries to set up waste treatment plants to ensure that no wastes reach the lake and other water bodies with toxic substances, sometimes the industries flout the environmental requirements and release the wastes in the water sources without undergoing any treatment.

“We (Nema) are trying to assist the industries to comply with the environment requirements but putting up a waste treatment plant is so costly and even those industries that have the treatment plants are sometimes overwhelmed by the excess waste and they have to release wastes directly into the lake,” Dr Musoke said.

Although algae is a delicacy for fish in the sea, Mr Etimu says at night it competes for oxygen with other sea animals like fish sometime causing oxygen deficiency, leaving the fish choked up resulting into loss of fish.

Therefore the invasion of the bay by algae threatens to cost the livelihood of thousands of fishermen who survive on fishing as an economic activity and also may deny food nutrients to the large populace of Ugandans who feed on the protein-rich fish.

The DWRM analyst says for algal bloom to rot, it also consumes a lot of oxygen, causing it to become scarce in the water, and subsequently to the aquatic life. 

He says the algal bloom decomposes into ‘algal soup’, the green substance that forms on the surface of lake water. Mr Etimu said the ‘algal soup’ stinks as a result of decomposition of ammonia and proteins that form the nutrients of the algae.
Education

Amuru to start education week (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/675183 

AMURU 

Following the poor performance of pupils in last year’s Primary Leaving Examinations, district officials are organising an education week aimed at improving academic standards in the area. The event will run from April 6-9. The district education secretary, Gilbert Olanya, said parents will be sensitised on the importance of sending their children to school. Only one pupil in Lamogi sub-county scored a first grade last year.

48 pupils married off in Tororo (New Vision)
http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/675184 
A TOTAL of 48 girls have been withdrawn from primary schools in Mulanda, Kirewa and Rubongi sub-counties in Tororo district and married off since August last year. 

The girls were in upper primary classes (Primary Four to Primary Seven), an audit carried out in the government-aided schools has revealed. 

During a tour of the schools, district leaders discovered that early marriages greatly hindered education in Tororo. 

The purpose of the tour is to investigate why rural government-aided primary schools perform poorly in nationals exams. 

The district leaders involved in the tour include LC5 chairperson Emmanuel Osuna, resident district commissioner Samuel Mpimbaza Hashaka, his deputy Richard Gulume and the chief administrative officer, Felix Esoku. 

Kirewa sub-county chief Christopher Okengere said eight girls from the sub-county had been married off since August last year. 

Bernard Onyango, the head teacher of Mifumi Primary School in Kirewa sub-county, said three pupils were discontinued a few weeks to the final examinations and they were married off. 

He added that the girls were pregnant. 

Peter Obbo, the head teacher of Kierewa Primary School, said a girl was married off two days before the final examinations to a family next to the school. 

Both head teachers said they reported the cases to the authorities but no action was taken. 

Hashaka instructed the officer in-charge of Kirewa Police post to arrest the perpetrators.
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