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Joint Operations Against LRA
Uganda military completes DR Congo withdrawal (Xinhua)

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-03/23/content_11059478.htm 

March 23 (Xinhua) -- Ugandan military has completed its withdrawal from northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) where it has been hunting the rebels of the Lord Resistance Army (LRA), the military spokesman said here on Monday.

Capt. Deo Akiki, the former spokesperson of the joint military operation by DRC, southern Sudan and Uganda told Xinhua by telephone that Uganda had pulled out all its troops by Sunday.

"As per now, we don't have any more troops in DRC. Our last contingent left DR Congo on Sunday," he said.

Uganda's Chief of Defense Forces, Gen. Aronda Nyakarima, handed over the last station held by Uganda People's Defense Force (UPDF) on Friday to Congolese army, who is to carry out the operations against the LRA rebels, he said.

"The withdrawal was not premature. We accomplished our task. We have now opened a new chapter of handling the enemy at regional level," Akiki said echoing the army's defense on the outcome of the operation.

"We registered a lot of success during our operations against the LRA in DRC. "We now leave the operations to DRC and MONUC," said the UPDF spokesman, Maj. Felix Kulayigye.

The UPDF started pulling out its some 4,000 troops from DRC on March 15, marking an end of the three-month military offensive against the rebel group and its leadership indicted by the International Criminal Court for war crimes and crimes against humanity.

The offensive was launched late last year after the LRA leader, Joseph Kony, repeatedly refused to sign an already negotiated peace deal with the Ugandan government.

The rebel group has wrecked havoc in southern Sudan, northeastern DRC and part of Central African Republic before they were expelled from northern Uganda, where tens of thousands of people were killed and some two million more were displaced during its two decade long insurgency.
Ugandan troop withdrawal leaves Kony still at large (RFI)

http://www.rfi.fr/actuen/articles/111/article_3238.asp 

Monday sees the end of the withdrawal of Uganda's 4,000 troops from the north-east of the Democratic Republic of Congo. The pullout of the troops began last week, bringing to an end Operation Lightning Thunder which began last December.
Correspondent Patricia Okoed says it has been deemed unsuccessful by some, since Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) leader Joseph Kony remains at large.
"The Ugandan army has not lost hope," she says, however. "They're claiming success in the killing of an estimated 150 bandits and the killing of one commander." 

The army has also captured another commander.

"They're hoping that this rebel commander will give them more information on where they could possibly find the rebel leader himself," says Okoed.

"The Ugandan army also overran the rebels' main camp and last week handed it over to the Congolese army."

Okoed says that a small number of Ugandan soldiers, "no more than ten", will remain in the DRC.

She says these are intelligence officers with knowledge of the area "and will therefore offer insight to the Congolese army which is carrying on the operation despite the withdrawal of Ugandan troops". 

The exit of Ugandan troops comes as local people claim that an attack by LRA fighters last Thursday left 12 dead and 40 abducted in the Congolese village of Yanguma. Residents of nearby Dungu said the attackers carried guns and machetes.

Ugandan local authorities in the districts bordering Congo have called on their residents to arm themselves with bows and arrows, so that they can respond if the LRA launches new attacks in revenge for Operation Lightning Thunder. 
Health 
NDA clears questioned cold syrups (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/NDA_clears_questioned_cold_syrups_82040.shtml 

The National Drug Authority yesterday gave a clean bill of health to the 12 cough and cold syrups for children that the regulatory body was investigating, saying they are neither poisonous nor dangerous if taken as recommended by a healthcare provider.

And while the NDA described the syrups as being of “good quality, safe and efficacious”, the regulator indicated that they are not a cure, saying they can only relieve symptoms.

“Cough and colds occur frequently in children and will usually get better by themselves, however, cough and cold medicines provide symptomatic relief,” read a statement signed by Mr Gabriel Kaddu on behalf of the NDA’s Executive Secretary/Registrar. 

The NDA last week announced an investigation into the medicines after doctors in the United States, Kenya, and the World Health Organisation raised concerns about the efficacy of the syrups, most of which are used to treat coughs and colds in infants.

The syrups that have been under investigation include Actifed Wet (Cough and Cold) Syrup 100ml, Actifed Compound Linctus (Dry and Cold Cough), Ascoril syrup 100ml, Benylin Expectorant Syrup 100ml, Benylin Paediatric Syrup 100ml and Benylin with Codiene Syrup, some of the most popular on the Ugandan market. 

Others are Bisolvon Elixir 100ml, Bro-zedex cough Syrup 100ml, Cadistin Expectorant 100ml, Linctifed forte syrup 100ml, Linctifed Paediatric Syrup 100ml, and Piriton Expectorant 100ml.

Mr Kaddu said yesterday: “There is no cause of alarm and panic among parents and guardians since the syrups are neither poisonous nor dangerous when taken as recommended by healthcare provider.” 

“[The] NDA wishes to state that these medicines are neither being recalled, withdrawn nor banned from the market because there is no sufficient evidence to do so,” the statement added.

The agency none-the-less called upon all health workers and the public to report any suspected Adverse Drug Reaction and any quality issues related to drugs to the regulatory body. 

The NDA also gave hospitals and other health facilities the green light to amend their lists of essential medicines, but the amendments are limited to the respective institutions. 

The US-based Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in 2007 warned against giving syrups to children after the deaths of three babies were linked to the toxic effects of cough and cold medicines.

A CDC study showed that more than 1,500 toddlers and babies wound up in emergency rooms between 2004 and 2005. 

Consequently, the CDC warned parents against giving common over-the-counter cold and cough remedies to children under two years without consulting a doctor.

But Uganda’s statutory body insisted that they have in place adequate quality assurance mechanism to ensure that only good quality, safe and efficacious medicines are available to our population. 

World health body lauds Uganda over polio fight (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/675615 

THE World Health Organisation (WHO) has commended Uganda for its timely reporting and response to the recent wild polio outbreak in Amuru district. 

WHO representative Dr. Joachim Saweka said Uganda set a world record when she responded to the February 25 outbreak within four weeks. 

The global response time is six weeks, he explained. 

Saweka was speaking during celebrations to launch the sub-national synchronised immunisation days in Luweero district on Saturday. 

The event was presided over by Dr. Stephen Mallinga, the health minister. 

Uganda, Southern Sudan, Kenya, Somalia, Chad and the eastern DR Congo, have launched similar immunisation campaigns against the wild polio virus. 

The campaign will cover 29 high-risk districts in Uganda. To launch the campaign, Saweka, Mallinga and the Luweero Woman MP, Rebecca Lukwago, each immunised one child. 

Saweka urged the health ministry to ensure that all children receive a booster dose of the vaccine. 

“If we do not reach all children, the imported polio virus will stay in our country and re-establish the transmission. This will erase all the gains made since 1996 when the country became one of the first polio-free countries in Africa.” 

Saweka noted that the decrease in polio cases had led many parents to become complacent and not complete immunisation. 

Dr. Mallinga said the polio virus type that was confirmed in Amuru is linked to that which was recently detected in Juba, Southern Sudan. 

He advised leaders from districts on the Kampala-Juba highway to encourage the locals to improve their hygiene in order to check the spread of the virus. 

Polio is spread through contact with the faeces of an infected person. 

Irish envoy irked by HIV rate (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/675616 

THE Irish ambassador to Uganda has expressed concern over the stagnated national HIV prevalence rate, which ranges between 6 and 7%. 

Kevin Kelly regretted that despite the many interventions by the Government, the prevalence rate had almost doubled in urban areas. 

He noted that although there were changing trends in the HIV epidemic in the last 20 years, the response was poor. 

Kelly made the remarks while handing over computers and accessories to AIDS focal persons from 50 districts at Imperial Royale Hotel in Kampala on Thursday. 

The computers, he said, were aimed at coordinating and strengthening HIV/AIDS programmes at the local government level. 

The Irish government has provided 1.3m euros over three years to support HIV/AIDS programmes run by local governments. 

Kelly added that the Irish government provides a total of 50m euros in aid to Uganda annually. 

Local government state minister Perez Ahabwe thanked the Irish government for its continued support to Uganda. 

Peter Muwanga, the chairperson of the Alliance of Mayors’ Initiatives at Community Level, advised the focal persons to send HIV messages cautiously and accurately. 

“If you do not want to use condoms, please keep quiet, but do not send conflicting messages,” he warned. 

The director general of the Uganda AIDS Commission, Dr. Kihumuro Apuuli, in a statement read by Rose Nalwadda, the director for planning, said the increase in HIV-infections, especially among married couples, should be checked. 

Herbalists threaten fight against TB (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Herbalists_threaten_fight_against_TB_82042.shtml 

On a recent journey along the Gulu-Kampala Highway, a team of experts from the National Tuberculosis and Leprosy Programme (NTLP) from the Ministry of Health and the International Union against TB and Lung Disease bought a sample of herbal medicine that a seller touted as having the capacity to cure Tuberculosis.

But tests later unearthed some curious revelations, according to Dr Francis Adatu, the NTLP manager, who was part of the team. 

“When the sample was tested,” he said “we found profiles of Ethambutol which is one of the modern drugs we use for treating TB.”

According to Dr Adatu, this proved that some “fake” people are getting hold of actual TB drugs, mixing them up probably with other concoctions, and constituting what they call a drug.

The greater worry for Dr Adatu is that the concoctions are becoming common. “I have seen, in herbal shops, concoctions in syrup form put in mineral water bottles and labelled as a cure for TB. But this is not true,” he said.

“This is compromising the TB fight,” Dr Adatu added. “For us we know the germ which causes TB and at the same time we know the drugs which are very effective.”

For a disease where 60,000 to 80,000 new infections are recorded annually and yet only 42,000 get registered to receive medications, the possibility of patients, especially in the countryside, resorting to herbs is high.

Ms Sophia Apio Kerwegi, a senior research officer with the Ministry of Health’s Natural Chemotherapeutic Research Laboratory (NCRL) agrees with Dr Adatu, saying most herbalists can only describe symptoms of TB but do not fully understand the disease.

“For somebody to say they have cured TB and yet they are using herbs is difficult,” said Ms Apio adding that the presence of what is referred to as a “difficult cough” among herbalists and their clients, which does not respond to simple syrups and herbs, proves that a herb that cures TB is lacking in Uganda.

However, Ms Apio said the NCRL sent some samples to their partners in Chicago, US and laboratory tests showed that extracts from the herbs have some effects on the germ that causes tuberculosis. 

“But this was in the test tubes not in human beings, so you cannot say it cures. Therefore to that effect we do not have herbs in Uganda that cure TB,” she added.

The test results could mean that herbalists are crashing TB medicines and mixing them with concoctions. Experts are worried that this is bound to fuel resistance and see the rise of Multi Drug resistance strains of tuberculosis.

Feared also is that because the composition of the fake TB medicine is not known, users are exposed to more health risks and complications.

But in a country where for over 80 per cent of the population the first point of seeking health care is the traditional healers, should herbalists be dismissed as having no role to play in fighting tuberculosis?

Dr Adatu and Ms Apio say herbalists indeed have a role to play with the former adding that the WHO definition of healthcare appreciates them. 

Dr Adatu added: “One of the big roles I see for these people is to identify patients and refer them to a formal health facility for TB checkups.” And once TB has been identified, argued Dr Adatu, the second role herbalists could play is to supervise treatment. 

Despite the shortcomings in the TB fight, the disease is treated free of charge in all public hospitals and faith-based facilities that have partnered with government. 

Stop tuberculosis (New Vision - EDITORIAL)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/14/675562 

Today as we celebrate the World Tuberculosis Day, Uganda has run out of drugs and health officials have warned that the shortage could double cases of multi-drug resistant tuberculosis. 

The shortage, which has persisted for months, has reached alarming levels with Uganda borrowing drugs from Kenya. 

This is a great setback in the fight against tuberculosis (TB) because Uganda still has the highest default rate of any high-burden country. USAID statistics rank Uganda 15th on the list of 22 high-burden TB countries in the world. 

In 2006, the country had more than 106,000 new TB cases, with an estimated incidence rate of 355 per 100,000 people. 

Also Uganda still has both a low reporting level and low adherence to treatment coupled with poor access to health services. According to the World Health Organisation, the situation is further complicated by the fact that around 16 percent of new TB patients are HIV-positive. 

According to local medical reports in Gulu the number of TB cases rose from 1,369 in 2007 to 1,936 in 2008, bringing the number of TB patients in Gulu alone to over 3,000. 

If not attended to, multi-drug resistance TB could greatly strain the already over-burdened medical system. It is crucial that the Government steps up the fight against TB with increased and more sustained financing. 

Unless the Government quickly acquires the first line treatment which costs sh50,000 for each patient for eight months, TB drug resistance might go higher forcing the country to spend even more by buying the alternative second line treatment which costs thousands of dollars. 

There is also need for the Government and other stakeholders to invest in local research on the multi-drug resistant TB so that the right line of drugs is procured. 

To stop TB, there is need to make the fight against TB a community affair by investing in sensitising and mobilising the communities and empowering the local health providers in monitoring cases and patients who are on treatment.
Water & Sanitation Access
Access to clean water still a rare luxury (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Access_to_clean_water_still_a_rare_luxury_82041.shtml 

Access to water is a basic right, yet it is a right denied to millions of Ugandans everyday.

With over 34 per cent of Ugandans having no access to clean water, the country is unlikely to meet its targets to provide clean water to its citizens in line with the UN Millennium Development Goal target of 100 per cent coverage by 2015.

MDG goal seven requires countries to reduce by half the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation through improved drinking water sources and sanitation facilities.
But figures from latest Value for Money Audit report by the Auditor General on the distribution of water to urban areas by the National Water and Sewerage Corporation says that although there is a 70 per cent access of clean water to urban areas, there is still a high concentration of people living in these areas who do not have access to clean water.

“Supply of clean drinking water is estimated to have risen from an average of 54 per cent in 2002 to 70 per cent in 2006 against the national target of 100 per cent set by the National Water Policy by the year 2000 in urban areas,’’ the report reads in part.

And as the population grows, water scarcity is likely to increase, and as the AGs report points out that with urban populations growing at a faster rate than water supply in the major towns of Uganda, there has been an outcry from potential water customers who expect water services, while those already connected to the system spend long periods without water. 

Another report by the Anti-corruption Coalition of Uganda, an anti corruption watchdog, puts national water coverage at just 63 per cent.

It says that although the water sector is one of the highly funded sectors by both government and donors, clean water coverage is still a luxury to many Ugandans, especially in the rural areas and districts affected by conflict in the east and northern region.

ACCU’s findings are supported by similar statistics from the Population Secretariat in its annual state of population report.

For example, the 2008 report indicates huge disparities still exist in water converge throughout the country, ranging from 12 per cent in the least served district of Kaboong to 95 per cent converge in Kabale. 

According to the report, the 10 least covered districts with protected drinking water, with coverage of less than 40 per cent are Kaboong, Yumbe, Kotido, Isingiro, Kiruhura, Bugiri, Kisoro, Mayuge, Manafwa and Nakapiripirit.

While Kabale, Kanungu, Rukungiri, Ntungamo, Bushenyi and Kamwenge are some of the districts with the highest water coverage in the country.

With lack of access to clean water comes poor sanitation coverage, standing at a low of 42 per cent for rural communities and 26 per cent for urban areas according to the 2008 Population report. The worst affected areas are slum dwellers, fishing community and displaced persons. 

In the ACCU commissioned report on Public Expenditure Tracking Study carried out in October 2008, in eight districts of Kabarole, Koboko, Gulu, Bushenyi, Rakai, Soroti, Kamuli, and Mukono similar findings were unearthed.

Report findings indicate that of the eight districts studied, Koboko had the least water and sanitation coverage, followed by Gulu and Kamuli districts.

Bushenyi District had the highest coverage among the districts studied.

The ACCU report says coverage and use of safe and clean water is still affected by poor community behaviour in upholding good sanitation measures. 

“In Koboko and Gulu, some communities are yet to appreciate the importance of using safe and clean water. In Koboko District for example, the use of existing water facilities is still poor. People prefer to use nearby dirty water than walk a distance to draw clean water from a protected source,’’ the report says. 

Sanitations conditions, the report says is particularly dire during the rainy season when swamps are full.

This, it adds, explains the frequent outbreak of water borne diseases like Cholera and diarrhea. 

On the contrary, the report says that sanitation and water coverage for Rakai District is affected by long dry spells. 

Despite the fact that water coverage is 68% slight above the national average, some communities walk up to 10 kilometers in such for safe and clean water.’’ 

Agriculture
Uganda to get rice research centre (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/675620 

UGANDA has received a $6m (about sh12b) grant from Japan to construct a rice research centre at the Namulonge Crops Research Institute in Wakiso district. The research will focus on New Rice for Africa, a high-yielding, early-maturing species promoted by Japan. 

Finance minister Syda Bbumba yesterday signed the grant agreement, while the Japan International Cooperation Agency representative, Seki Tetsuo, signed for his country. 

The function, attended by the former Japanese Prime Minister, Yasuo Fukuda, was held at the finance ministry headquarters in Kampala. 

Bbumba noted that promotion of research in rice was in line with the Government’s Plan for Modernisation of Agriculture. 

“Uganda is centrally positioned to produce food for the region. Rice is one of the crops needed to feed the region,” she stated. 

Regional trade based on agricultural produce, Bbumba observed, would be a stimulus for economic growth. She hoped that the centre would increase productivity and improve quality of rice grown in Uganda. 

Bbumba hailed Japan for its “unending support to Uganda”. 

Ugandans consume about 160,000 tonnes of rice pear year. Government officials, among them Vice-President Gilbert Bukenya, are promoting upland rice. 

Japan ambassador Kato Keiichi said three experts from his country had been training farmers. “The (research) project will re-enforce this facility in terms of its capacity, technology and human resource,” he explained. 

Research into rice, he stressed, was one of the priority sectors of cooperation between Uganda and the Far East country. 

Later in the day, Fukuda met President Yoweri Museveni at State House, Nakasero. 

Museveni commended Japan for its support to develop Uganda’s infrastructure. The government of Japan is carrying out a feasibility study on the construction of the Nile Bridge in Jinja and a study on Ayago North hydro-power dam. 

Museveni said Uganda was focusing on energy and roads development and welcomed more assistance to this effort. 

He invited the Japanese private sector to invest in textiles, minerals and agro-processing. He said costs such as electricity would soon come down because the Government was aggressively working on them. 

On the global financial crisis, Museveni said although sales were going down elsewhere in the world, in Africa they were going up. 

“Our challenge is to have cheap energy, transport and a railway network as well as adding value to our products,” he said. 

“Africa is a growing market, it has been under-consuming,” he added. “Africa will be part of the solution to this global financial crisis.”
Governance 
Peers pin Museveni on bad governance (Daily Monitor)
http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Peers_pin_Museveni_on_bad_governance_82039.shtml 

The lack of strong political institutions and the over-bearing influence of the Executive are reversing Uganda’s democratic gains, a new report launched yesterday says. 

Launched in Kampala, the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) country review report remains critical of the 1995 lifting of Presidential term limits particularly the process of removal which coincided with a Shs5 million payment to MPs. The money was seen as a political bribe, the report says.

However, in a speech read for him by Finance State Minister Fred Jachan Omach, President Yoweri Museveni defended the way his administration is running the country even when his own peers say the country is facing a persistent democratic reversal.
The new report warns that the fragility of pluralistic politics poses a big challenge to building a democratic culture and practices, in particular harmonious interparty cooperation and credible elections.

It also points out the dominance of the executive over the legislature which undermines the oversight function of parliament.

The report, which was compiled after a nationwide survey, warns of the consequences of having army representatives in Parliament and militarisation of politics, which it says undermines the role of parliament to hold the executive and the security organs accountable.

“The representation of the army under multi-party democracy, which Uganda introduced since the 2005 national referendum, undermines the role of parliament in holding the executive and security establishment accountable,” reads the report in part. “As the judiciary exists parallel with the military courts, disputes have risen over how justice is administered and dispensed by the two parallel systems.”

The report adds that although term limits were removed from the Constitution in 2005, Ugandans are still uncomfortable with the amendment that allowed President Museveni contest for a third term in office. 

The primary purpose of the Uganda Chapter of the Africa peer review mechanism, which carried out the survey, is to foster the adoption of policies, standards and practices that lead to political stability, high economic growth, sustainable development and accelerated economic integration.

The report paints a gloomy picture of the future of decentralisation, a programme whose target was bringing services nearer to the people. It shows that decentralisation has terribly failed due to lack of resources. This has resulted into local councils depending on grants from donors. 

While the report commends the government for the reduction of poverty from 56 per cent in 1992 to 31 per cent in 2006, it cautions on the future for the war-torn north and eastern regions where poverty levels are estimated at 60 per cent and 53 per cent respectively.

The report asks the government to improve service provision to the ever increasing population; “At a rate of 3.3 per cent, the world’s third- highest growth rate. 

There are twice as many Ugandans today as there were 20 years ago and there will be twice as many again -60million- by 2030. Uganda has the world’s youngest population, 56 per cent under 18 years and a highest fertility rate of 6.9 children per woman,” reads the report in part.

It also states that corruption is still President Museveni’s big challenge, adding that it has undermined political democracy and good governance.

In defence, Mr Museveni said unlike others, his government should be commended for upholding all political rights. This, he said, was the reason the NRM government was not scared to undergo the review. 

“The NRM believes in free speech and expression for anyone and I welcome various views of Ugandans and our peers outside the country,” Mr Museveni said. 

Uganda adopted the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (Nepad) strategy and acceded to the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) in 2003. APRM is the mutually agreed instrument which is voluntarily acceded to by member states of the African Union as an African self-monitoring mechanism. There are 29 African countries under the APRM. 

While commending the review process for generating solutions to African challenges, Mr Museveni said the NRM recognises good governance as a prerequisite for the achievement of sustainable social and economic development.

He said: “For the government to effectively govern and take full responsibility of its action, it should have respect for human rights and the rule of law, a reliable and independent judiciary and provision of a viable and inductive economic environment for individuals to improve their social and economic welfare and for business to prosper.”

The reports note that the removal of the constitutional tenure of the president has ignited political controversy regarding the manner in which it was handled in parliament.

But speaking to journalists shortly after the release of the report, Makerere University don Augustine Nuwagaba said the report has been exaggerated and that the reduction in poverty levels is not visible.

“This reduction that the report talks about is not visible,” Prof. Nuwagaba said. “This growth, which is highly ‘romanticised’ by the government, is not shared by many people. Its only concentrated with few in Kampala and those in the government.”

NRM gains as per APRM:

Economic growth and stabilisation; reducing poverty levels from 56 per cent in 1992 to 31 per cent in 2006. 

Established peace and security, reconstituting a broken state.

Political liberalisation, freeing media and civil society.

Decentralisation policy has enabled popular participation in policy formulation

Civil service reforms

Reduction in HIV/Aids prevalence from 18 per cent in 1980s to six per cent in 2005.

On the flip side:

Overbearing influence of the Executive is reducing democratic gains.

Public still believes paying Shs5m to MPs ahead of presidential term constitutional amendment amounted to bribery.

Army MPs a sign of militarising politics.

Decentralisation has failed due to lack of resources.

Govt faces real challenge in providing services to ever-growing population.

Graft has undermined democracy and good governance.
Poverty, democracy challenges for Uganda (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/675621 

UGANDA scored highly in economic growth, conflict resolution, poverty reduction and decentralisation, according to the African Peer Review Mechanism report. 

The country review report launched by President Yoweri Museveni yesterday at Hotel Africana in Kampala noted that Uganda had over the last 20 years emerged from economic decline, conflict and repressive governments to a relatively free society. 

The peer review comprises leaders of the African Union member states as a self-monitoring mechanism. 

Uganda was reviewed on June 29, 2008 in Egypt. President Yoweri Museveni attended and defended Uganda. 

The report noted the decline in poverty from 56% in 1993 to 31% in 2006, and political liberalisation shown by free media and civil society. 

Other gains include macro-economic stability and high economic growth rate, reputable institutions of learning, rising school enrolment and combating HIV/AIDS. 

The report listed nine best practices of Uganda which should be emulated by other countries like the prompt handling of election petitions. “The Judiciary handled all election petitions following the first-ever multiparty elections of 2006,” it observed. 

On macro-economic management, the report cited a strong GDP growth of 6.3% between 1990 and 2007; reduction of poverty to 31 % in 2006; containing inflation and growth in investments. 

It also praised the setting up of the Uganda Investment Authority to encourage local investors and the Uganda Parliamentary budget office to advise on the budget process. 

Other achievements, the report said, were Universal Primary Education. 

“The President’s pioneering role in Africa in recognising the pandemic and its effects, speaking out publicly, helped mobilise the nation,” it noted. 

Although the economy grew, the report said the transformation was not structured and poverty and inequality are rampant. 

It said Uganda’s landlocked position raised the cost of doing business and that the establishment of democracy had slowed down “to a point of reversal”. 

It cited uneasy peace with neighbours, the need to modernise and transform the mindset of citizens to be innovative and entrepreneurial, and a high population growth rate. At 3.2%, Uganda has the world’s third-highest population growth rate. 

“There are twice as many Ugandans today as there were 20 years ago, and there will be twice as many by 2030,” the report said. 

“Uganda has the world’s youngest population, 56% under 18 years, and a high fertility rate of 6.9 children per woman. It challenges government’s ability to provide services.” 

It called on the Government to address the management of the political transition to full-fledged multi-partyism. It said liberal multi-party democracy had been reduced to elections other than empowerment of Ugandans. 

“Uganda needs to exit from monolithic politics which stifles diverse voices, without reverting to ethnicity and tribalism,” the report said. “The ruling party and the opposition need to embrace a democratic culture based on civility and cooperation.” 

It recommended respect for the rule of law, the reduction of donor dependence and noted the need to resolve the land question. 

“Diminishing size of land held by the poor and controlled by a few, displaced minority groups; tenants facing eviction due to absence of land tenure security, limited land rights for women, lack of information in the land registry and controversy over the Land Amendment Bill suggest urgency of land reform,” it said. 

It highlighted the need to resolve the northern conflict where 1.7 million people have been displaced. 

Also critical, the report added, was the need to address incidences of tribal and regional divisions, which it said created a sense of institutionalised discrimination. 

The report decried corruption in procurement, privatisation, public expenditure and delivery of public services. It called for reduction of dependence on external aid, which it said could weaken the government. 

As a solution, the reviewers recommended increasing domestic revenue mobilisation while reducing fiscal deficits, improving infrastructure and strengthening oversight institutions. 

Responding to the issues, Museveni said in a speech that most of the challenges related to underdevelopment and capacity constraints. 

“The Government is addressing these issues within the limitations of resources, although some will take a long time. Some patience of Ugandans and our development partners will be required,” he said. 

The President directed the National Planning Authority and the finance ministry to integrate the review’s plan of action into the national budget. 

“These are actions of a committed leader, a leader who takes governance and democratic processes seriously,” Museveni said. 

NRM’s commitment to good governance, he added, was manifest in the content of the report which documented all the voices of Ugandans without being censored. 

“In some countries, including those more advanced than Uganda, their citizens may not express their independent view without consequences. Western countries that are always criticising our democracy should give credit to the NRM,” he said. 

“For government to effectively govern and take responsibility for its actions there must be respect for human rights and rule of law to guarantee security of persons and property, a reliable Judiciary and conducive economy for business. 

“I ably defended our good policies, including the actions we have taken to ensure peace and security of all Ugandans and within the region,” he said.
Corruption
Denmark raises red flag over Uganda’s corruption ranking (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Denmark_raises_red_flag_over_Uganda_s_corruption_ranking_as_the_donors_82043.shtml 

Denmark has expressed concern about the extent to which official corruption has bedeviled government and donor efforts to improve the welfare of impoverished Ugandans.

Visiting Danish Development Cooperation Minister Ulla Toernaes told Daily Monitor on Sunday at the conclusion of her three day visit to Uganda that the Danish government was troubled by Uganda’s slip on the Country Corruption Index as documented by Transparency International. 

“I am very concerned that Uganda has stepped down 15 places in the Transparency International Corruption index,” said Ms Toernaes. “It is of course very important that the government takes action on the status of Uganda’s ranking.”

In just one year, Uganda’s corruption ranking dropped significantly at the close of 2008, from position 111 to 126 among 180 countries surveyed by the international watchdog, putting the country at par with troubled states like Eritrea, Ethiopia and Mozambique. 

“I see corruption as the worst enemy for development,” said Ms Toernaes, whose native country firmly sits at position one on the index, with a score of 9.3 out of 10.

Her comments will come as the latest indictment on the government’s efforts to contain a scourge that is now perceived acceptable in Ugandan way of life, comments that also question President Museveni’s campaign of zero tolerance against corruption. 

Denmark is a leading financier of the Ugandan government and contributes on average about $100 million (Shs 190b) per annum. Of this amount, Ms Toernaes said about $10-20million is directed to supporting resettlement efforts and interventions in northern Uganda, the rest of which is evenly spread out in programmes to entrench good governance, democracy and economic empowerment. 

Ethics Minister James Nsaba Buturo told Daily Monitor yesterday that the government was “as concerned as they [donors] are” but added that “the problem of corruption is more intricate than they think.”

“They [donors] are speaking from an outsider’s position and do not know how complex this problem is. Government is dealing with a problem which involves its own people and that’s why we are not moving as fast as we should. It’s more complex than ordering us to move on. We have got to find different ways of dealing with this problem,” he said.

Sounding alarm bells, however, on the influence of corruption in the delivery of much needed public goods in the country, the Danish minister said, “Something needs to be done.”

While she insisted that her government would continue to support Uganda’s anti-corruption efforts like aiding the office of the IGG, one of the key agents of Uganda’s seemingly weak multifaceted attack against corruption, Ms Toernaes said Denmark would cease working with “people that are not working with us in a proper way,” because “we are here to assist the poor people of Uganda.”

While she gave no further details, she warned: “We have a zero tolerance for corruption and therefore there is a huge need also for Uganda to really take this seriously.”

Asked to comment about World Bank estimates that Uganda loses about Shs 500 billion per annum through official corruption, a huge chunk of which is financed by the donors who currently aid 48 per cent of the national budget, Ms Toernaes said, “I really do not hope that there is any money from the Danish government being dealt with in an irregular way...I am responsible for Danish taxpayers money and I have a huge interest to ensure that our money is spent correctly, effectively and efficiently.”
Corruption holding back Karamoja, says RDC (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/675591 

Corruption is the leading cause of failure to develop the Karamoja region. Moroto resident district commissioner Nahaman Ojwee said due to corruption, the Karimojong were denied services such as health care, roads, schools and clean water. 

Ojwee made the remarks while opening a regional consultative meeting at Mt. Moroto Hotel recently. “Because of the vice, this sub-region has taken long to develop despite the enormous funds being sunk into it,” he said. 

He cited the sh70m ambulance that was given to Moroto Hospital, but was diverted for other use. Ojwee said many patients and pregnant women had shunned medical facilities because the services were not worth the bother. 

The ethics and integrity director in the President’s office, Asaba Ahebwa, concurred with Ojwe, saying the poor delivery of services was a result of corruption and abuse of office by public servants. 

“The decay of morals and ethics and the lack of transparency have caused a big loss of public resources,” Ahebwa said. The meeting was organised by the ethics and integrity directorate in the President’s office. 

It was attended by local leaders, resident state attorneys, Police officers and members of civil society organisations in the region.
Districts to computerise records (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/675618 

THE Government plans to computerise district financial records so as to check fraud. The Accountant General, Gustavio Bwoch, said $20m (about sh40 trillion) had been secured from the World Bank and other development partners to fund the process. 

The districts which will benefit from the third round of the plan include Jinja, Wakiso, Kabale, Lira, Gulu, Entebbe, Hoima, Tororo, Kasese, Mbale and Kabarole. 

The departments to be covered include Mulago Hospital, the Police and Prisons forces, the Uganda AIDS Commission, the Inspectorate of Government, the NAADS Secretariat and the Electoral Commission. 

Bwoch said an improved public financial management system would also promote economic growth, reduce the risk of a financial crisis and increase foreign investment. 

Samule Amule, a commissioner in the local government ministry, said the system had been implemented in 14 districts. They include Soroti, Mbarara, Mpigi and Masaka. 

He added that simpler systems would be developed for rural districts, town councils and sub-counties that have no access to the basic infrastructure. 

A workshop was held at Statistics House in Kampala recently to sensitise district and other government officials on the new management system and launch the third phase of the project. 

Margaret Wanyenze, the Soroti chief administrative officer (CAO), said the system had enabled them to process salary payments promptly.
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