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Juba Peace Process / Joint Operations Against LRA
Kampala Rejects Further Kony Talks (Daily Monitor)

http://www.iwpr.net/?p=acr&s=f&o=351292&apc_state=henh 

The Ugandan government won’t restart peace talks with Joseph Kony and his Lord’s Resistance Army, LRA, rebels, Ugandan minister for international affairs, Henry Okello Oryem has told IWPR.

“There’s no resuming for us. The peace talks were concluded,” said Oryem. “If there’s any issue [for] those involved in trying to resume [the talks], [it] is to convince Kony to sign the negotiated agreement.”

Re-opening negotiations with Kony would be useless, he said.

“How do we open negotiations with a man [who repeatedly] refused to sign an agreement after years of negotiation?” Oryem asked. “There’s nothing to talk about now.”

Oryem’s remarks followed reports that the United Nations special envoy for the talks, Joaquim Chissano, has tried to resurrect the stalled peace negotiations between Kony and the government.

Chissano, the former Mozambique president, met Ugandan president Yoweri Museveni, but he denied the renewal of peace talks was discussed, he said. 

Speculation about a return to the negotiating table surfaced as the Ugandan army completed its withdrawal of troops after a three-month offensive against the LRA rebels in Garamba National Park in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, DRC.

While various aid organisations have called for new talks, two former delegates of the original LRA peace team, Obonyo Olweny and Otim Okullo, outlined reasons the talks failed in a recently-written paper, which claimed neither Museveni nor Kony wanted to end the conflict.

“Museveni is consumed by the obsession to defeat the Kony militarily and dictate the terms of a comprehensive settlement of the conflict,” the paper, dated February 20, read. 

“Kony has a genuine deep mistrust of Museveni, fears the ICC, and lacks an understanding of the political benefits of peace talks.” 

Peace talks between Uganda and the LRA began in July 2006 in Juba, South Sudan, and ended in late November when Kony failed to show for a peace deal signing for the third time last year. Uganda then attacked Kony’s camps in DRC.

Olweny and Okullo wrote that the Juba talks failed because the peace deal ignored the root causes of the war.

“The war in northern Uganda did not start with the LRA, and may not end with it, unless its root causes are exhaustively tackled and settled once and for all,” the two wrote.

They identified the root causes of the war as marginalisation and disempowerment of local people after Museveni took power in 1986, and the lack of equitable economic development, balanced resource allocation and unfair political representation that resulted.

Until money is provided for "economic recovery and reconstruction ..., replacement of lost livestock, and [resolving] issues of land rights and ownership" the long-standing grievances of the north will not be addressed, they wrote.

The two also criticised the United States and Britain for their support of the military operation against the LRA in Garamba National Park.

The US reportedly trained, helped plan and finance the unsuccessful December 14 attack on LRA bases in Garamba.

Among other accusations, Olweny and Okullo claim that the current self-proclaimed leader of the LRA delegation, David Matsanga, is a “pro-government agent”.

Matsaga denies the accusation.

“I have never worked for the government of Uganda and that’s why Kony trusts me and has kept me,” Matsanga told IWPR. “I am the only person who has spoken to Kony since he was attacked by Uganda in last year.”

Matsanga said the former negotiators were targeting him for tribal and political reasons.

“Kony trusts me, and [I] am not from his tribe. This makes many Acholis come after me,” he said. “I didn’t start the peace talks, but I was there till the end in November last year.”

Matsanga said he is trying to bring Kony to the peace table again and rejected the accusation that he is doing so to collect the payments for living expenses provided to negotiators. 

“I have been in touch with governments of Uganda, DRC and Sudan and I will soon have a meeting with Chissano,” Matsanga said. “So what kind of commitment do these people want?”

He said he is pushing for another round of talks so that Kony might sign the peace agreement.

“We want a 90-day temporary ceasefire announced publicly as a first step towards this re-engagement by the primary parties – the government of Uganda and the Lord’s Resistance Army,” Matsanga said.

A ceasefire would be followed by the rebels gathering at designated surrender areas in South Sudan.

“The assembly of the LRA commanders and combatants will begin three days after a standby African Peacekeeping Battalion has secured the assembly area buffer zone,” Matsanga said.

Renewed peace talks are finding support from some political leaders in northern Uganda.

Parliamentary opposition leader Morris Ogenga Latigo told IWPR that the government has no choice but to negotiate.

“When our troops went into Congo in December, I said they could only [disrupt the LRA], but not destroy Kony,” Latigo told IWPR. 

“Government and LRA have no choice but to talk to bring peace, because none of the two seem to have the ability to dislodge the other.”

Latigo discounted fears that Kony might bring his rebel army back to Uganda. 

“We don’t expect Kony to make that mistake of sending fighters back to Uganda because they will most likely defect,” Latigo said. 

Congo balance sheet good step by army (Daily Monitor - EDITORIAL)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/opinions/Congo_balance_sheet_good_step_by_army_82127.shtml 

The Chief of Defence Forces Gen. Aronda Nyakairima on Tuesday presented a balance sheet of the Uganda People’s Defence Forces (UPDF) activities in the Democratic Republic of Congo on Operation Lighting Thunder between December 14 last year and March. 

Though he addressed diplomats accredited to Uganda, the function --hosted by the Minister for Foreign Affairs Sam Kutesa --was open to the media. 

According to Gen. Nyakairima, 12 soldiers died in the operation, a military helicopter crashed, 98 rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) were killed and 195 abductees were rescued. 

The figures presented by Gen. Nyakairima may be inconclusive; they may even be debatable, but that the army thought it prudent to present this balance sheet is an important step in the right direction. 

This openness has lacked in previous engagements, notably the first UPDF deployment in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo between 1996 and 2003.

To date, no one has presented an account of the actual human and financial cost incurred by Ugandans. 

As a national army, the UPDF should, and must be accountable to Ugandans- Nyakairima’s Operation Lighting Thunder balance sheet makes an effort to fulfil that obligation. 

This kind of openness may open the army’s operation to public debate and this is the way it should be. But the difference with debate that is not followed by a position of the institution being debated often renders the debate subjective and lacking in depth. 

An honest debate is useful for Ugandans to engage in and contribute to decisions and actions of the national army. The Ugandan public has a right to question the validity of some of the UPDF’s engagements based on whether they are worthwhile or in the best interest of the country. 

Gen. Nyakairima told the ambassadors that it’s only phase one of the operation that has ended and mentioned phase two. The details of this second phase must be clearly spelt out; the future of the pursuit of the LRA should also be clearly explained.

We wait to see a similar balance sheet of the Somalia mission but most importantly, that thorny issue of our first Congo engagement. 

Northern Uganda

‘We are sorry for LRA war’ (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/We_are_sorry_for_LRA_war_82110.shtml 

Gulu District leaders have apologised to the people in the Great Lakes region who have suffered from atrocities committed by Joseph Kony and his Lord’s Resistance Army rebels. 

The LC5 Vice Chairman, Mr Macmot Kitara, presented the apology on Wednesday at a forum of civil society organisation at St Monica Girls Tailoring School Gulu. 

“The LRA are our sons, they started their ill behaviour in Acholi land. We are aware of the atrocities they have committed against our brothers and sisters in the neighbouring countries of DR Congo, South Sudan and the Central African Republic. We are appealing to the victims to accept our heartfelt apology,” he said.

Mr Kitara said the damage caused by the LRA should not ruin relationships among the three countries.

“Women have been raped, several lives lost and formerly abducted women are being shunned by men. How are we going to heal these wounds?” he asked. The retired Bishop of Kitgum Diocese Mark Ochola said it is through forgiveness that the pains inflicted by the rebels can heal. 

Mr Bellen Abiatara Hakimo, the Commissioner of Munduri Province in South Sudan said the forum should be a starting point to share experiences and deal with the LRA problem once and for all. The forum was also attended by aid workers from South Sudan and DR Congo.
Ex-LRA officers ask to be treated as former abductees (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/675817 

Former Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) officers who returned home are not satisfied with the way former combatants are being reintegrated into society. Kenneth Banya, a former LRA brigadier, said: “When a former LRA commander goes to any organisation for assistance, he is told there is no support for any senior officer. Most assistance is for former captives only.” 

He was speaking at a reintegration regional workshop organised by the Amnesty Commission at Sun Set Hotel in Gulu district on Monday. Banya said: “The organisations should know that even senior officers were abducted and taken to the bush, so they equally need support.” 

“For total peace to prevail and the reintegration to be effective, treat us as the other returnees because we are also incapacitated,” he added. Meanwhile, a former abductee, Joseph Okot, said they were being stigmatised by the community because of the assistance they received. 

“Those who were not abducted, but were affected by the insurgency should also be considered. This will make it easy for us to associate with them,” he said. 

Amnesty commission spokesman Moses Draku said about 23,000 ex-combatants had been reintegrated into society since 2000 and 50% of them were from the LRA.
3 landmine fields found in Kitgum (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/675815 

THE demining team in northern Uganda has found three landmine fields at Ngomoromo, Agoro and in Lamwaka hills in Kitgum district on the border with Sudan. 

Last month, the team recovered five landmines from Ngomoromo. Mark Livingston, the senior technical adviser to the demining team disclosed this while briefing the Danish minister for development co-operation, Ulla Toernaes at the Danish De-mining Group offices in Gulu district on Saturday. 

“We lack gadgets and protective gear to clear the minefields,” he added. Livinigston also complained of lack of machines and dogs to detect the landmines. 

He said the minefields if not cleared would be dangerous because residents had started stealing the barbed wire fence that demarcated the fields. It is suspected that the mines were laid by the UPDF between 1999 and 2000, to prevent the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels from crossing into northern Uganda. 

The Ngomoromo minefield is about 11km long and, Livingston said, clearing the three minefields could take about three years. The Danish De-mining Group complained to the minister that their stay in Uganda would end this year yet a lot of work needed to be done to clear the mines especially in the villages where former displaced people were returning. 

“We are also carrying out mine risk education in schools and in the community. We advise them to mark areas with strange objects suspected to be explosives,” Livingston reported. No other minefield has been detected in Gulu, Pader or Amuru districts except the unexploded ordinances which are being found in people’s gardens and are being destroyed daily.
Karamoja / Eastern Uganda

K’jong want more food (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/675822 
Kaabong-Over 300 Karimojong stormed the resident district commissioners’ office on Monday demanding for an increase in food ratios. The Karimojong said the food should be doubled to sustain them for one month. They also demanded for fresh registration, saying most of them missed the exercise. The World Food Programme distributes 6kg of maize grains, 2kg of beans and half a litre of cooking oil for an individual per month.

Janet warns on Karamoja funds (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/12/675856 

THE Karamoja affairs minister, Janet Museveni, has told local government leaders in the sub-region to stop misusing development funds. 

On Tuesday, the First Lady, on the third day of her tour of the region, told Moroto district leaders that she was not impressed by statistics without tangible work on the ground. 

Mrs. Museveni was bothered by the report of the LC5 chairman, Peter Ken Lochap, which showed that 77% of the Northern Uganda Social Action Fund projects in the area were nearing completion without citing any examples of the projects. 

“What is that? What has been completed? This is a report that kills all of us seated here!” she exclaimed. 

“We should decide today that we shall not hold papers and tell the whole world the amount of money spent to do nothing,” Mrs. Museveni said. 

She said the lack of transparent leaders and not financing, was the hinderance to Karamoja’s development. 

The minister told leaders at the district council chambers that it was wrong to think that development would come through donations and non-governmental organisations. 

She also held a closed security meeting with the leaders. 

Mrs. Museveni later addressed a public rally at the Boma Grounds where she appealed to residents to report people who still owned illegal guns. 

See Also:

I will not tolerate corruption in Karamoja, says Mrs. Museveni (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/675748 

Millions misused in Karamoja- Janet Museveni (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Millions_misused_in_Karamoja-_Janet_Museveni_82142.shtml 

The newly appointed state minister for Karamoja and first lady, Mrs Janet Museveni has said millions of money have been misused in Karamoja region without producing any results.  

Mrs Museveni who has been camping in Karamoja since this week began said that while Karamoja has an opportunity of getting money for development, the money has not translated into benefits in the remote region of north eastern Uganda.   

 “A lot of Millions have been allocated to this region both government and development partners for development but I have not seen how the money is being spent” Mrs Museveni said during a rally that was mainly attended by school children in Boma grounds. 

Janet who is spending two weeks touring the districts of Karamoja region said government had put a lot of more effort in fighting hunger but the situation was still challenging. 

“I have come here in Karamoja to work with the leaders of Karamoja to try and see how to solve problems which are still in Karamoja especially hunger, insecurity and misuse of the resources” Mrs Museveni said.

The minister who was accompanied by the Member of Parliament from Karamoja cited insecurity as the main hindrance to development in Karamoja. 

 “I have been told that people who are causing insecurity in Karamoja are not coming from the boarders but  within the town here. Those ones who are still bringing the insecurity in the region don’t bring prosperity for all but confusion only” Janet said.  

The first lady proposed to work with Karamojong youth, women, men who are not employed so that they can manage to get money from the projects which she would intoruduce. 

 “I will bring more cows to give the youth and women so that they can sale milk, cows to survive” Janet promised. 

She advised the karimojongs to join savings and credit cooperatives to save money.  

 She also told the people of Karamoja to support the National Resistance Movement for development.

 “I want assure you people from Karamoja that don’t take away your minds from the NRM government because government is bringing more different new projects to Karamoja to change Karamoja” She said. 

15 schools lack toilets (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/17/675822 
Bugiri-Fifteen primary schools are operating without toilet facilities, the district inspector of schools, Kawo Kawere, has said. Kawere said most of the affected schools were government-aided. He said the schools included Hindocha, Nakabale, Waluwerere, Lwangosha, Nalugogo Mixed, and Hama primary schools. Kawere said the school authorities had been given a notice to build toilet facilities, but failed to respond. He said most of the pupils used the nearby bushes, which could lead to a cholera outbreak.

Health 
6 polio cases registered in Amuru district (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/675752 

A total of six polio cases have been reported in Amuru district since last month. The Minister of Health, Dr. Stephen Mallinga, said it was because parents neglected immunisation. 

He said among the six cases that were reported, one of them was a sibling to the first child who was affected last month. Mallinga disclosed that once a child has the disease, even vaccination cannot help. 

“By April, every child below five years will be immunised,” Mallinga said on Monday. “We will also immunise against other diseases and give Vitamin A,” he added. 

The reoccurrence comes over two years after the World Health Organisation (WHO) declared Uganda free of the disease. WHO declares a country free of polio if no cases are found 10 years after a last case is reported. 

Currently, immunisation is in 29 districts believed to be under a higher risk because of proximity with countries that have polio. The initial districts were those near DRC and Sudan.
Drug shortages keep TB rates high in Uganda, activists say (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Drug_shortages_keep_TB_rates_high_in_Uganda_activists_say_82158.shtml 

The acute shortage of drugs has in the country has hindered the fight against Tuberculosis, health rights activitists have said.

This revelation comes a day after the world marked the Tuberculosis Day on Tuesday. 

In a joint statement issued yesterday, a consortium of five health civil society organisations under the ‘Stop Stock-Out Campaign’ said the lack of anti-TB drugs in health facilities is disastrous to the country’s efforts to prevent and eliminate the disease. 

“Patients identified with TB have to delay starting TB because of the stock-outs. This delay means that these TB patients can potentially infect more people,’’ the statement reads in part. 

It adds, “It is important for someone infected with TB to start medication as quickly as possible, because the chances of infecting another person are reduced drastically.’’

The organisations in concert include Action Group for Health Human Rights and HIV/Aids (AGHA), National Forum for People Living with Aids Networks in Uganda, Coalition for Health Promotion and Social Development, Alliance for Integrated Development and Empowerment and Action for Development. 

TB is a highly infectious disease caused by mycobacterium. It mainly spreads through the air, when people who have the disease cough, sneeze, or spit.

Daily Monitor first reported the shortage of anti-Tuberculosis drugs in the country last week as the National Tuberculosis and Leprosy Programme turned to neighbours, Kenya for drugs. 

However, the Global Fund to fight Aids, Malaria and Tuberculosis last week said it had released $1.68 million (about Shs3.3b) for the drugs to Uganda. 

Ms Sandra Kiapi, the executive director of AGHA, said drug stock-outs mean that patients who are already on treatment will have to interrupt the course of treatment when the medicines they need are not in stock. 

“Patients who interrupt their treatment are at increased risk of developing multi-drug resistance tuberculosis (MDR TB). This exacerbates the crisis as MDR TB is more expensive and more difficult to treat,” she said.

It costs up to Shs32m to treat a case of MDR TB compared to Shs150,000 for treatment of an ordinary case of the disease.

According to experts, this form of TB does not respond to standard treatments that use first-line drugs like rifampicin and isoniazid.

Health Minister Dr Stephen Mallinga, in his message on the day said cases of TB are still high in Uganda. 

He said Uganda ranks 16th out of 22 high-burden countries in the world. The biggest challenge, Dr Mallinga said, is the presence of HIV/Aids which is contributing to the ever-increasing number of TB patients. 

“The key challenge is its high association with HIV/Aids,’’ he said. In 2006 alone, 42,000 new cases of TB were registered. 

Preventing TB requires community approach (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/health-and-living/Preventing_TB_requires_community_approach_82121.shtml 

With an estimated 80,000 new tuberculosis infections occurring annually and yet only 42,000 get registered for healthcare, the threat of TB in Uganda cannot be under estimated.

And those who get identified and started on treatment, on average, lose four months of income because they will be incapacitated to work. 

According to Dr Francis Adatu, the National TB and Leprosy Programme Manager at the Ministry of Health, the economic burden to the family becomes “too much” especially if the patient is the main bread winner.

The World Health Organisation defines Tuberculosis (TB) as an infectious bacterial disease caused by Mycobacterium tuberculosis, which most commonly affects the lungs. And it is transmitted from person to person via droplets from the throat and lungs of people with the active respiratory disease.

But in healthy people, infection with Mycobacterium tuberculosis often causes no symptoms, since the person’s immune system acts to “wall off” the bacteria.

With only 50 per cent of the cases being identified, Dr Adatu says this should not be happening for a disease that is preventable, treatable and curable. 

“The problem is that some people look at TB as a purely medical problem. This is not the case; it belongs to the community and efforts to contain or prevent it should greatly involve the communities,” says Adatu. 

“Let them start with their own homesteads. Anyone in a homestead who has had a cough lasting for two weeks or more and not responding to ordinary treatment, should be supported to go for a check up to rule out TB.”

He adds that for every single case, that is successfully treated, 10 to 15 new infections are prevented.

Although drugs to cure the disease have been available for over 50 years, the emergence of multi drug resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB) and extremely drug resistant tuberculosis (XDR-TB) has complicated treatment and control of the disease.

While the current vaccine BCG (Bacillus Calmette-Guerin) can protect children against the severe form of the disease, it cannot help adults. However, there are some WHO approved strategies that can help adults guard against infection. These include hospitalisation of patients suffering from tuberculosis and treating them effectively until the chances of them spreading the disease become negligible.

It is also advisable to avoid enclosed congested places with poor ventilation. For the HIV positive, preventive treatment can be got from healthcare providers. And family and friends need to minimise contact or take precaution when visiting patients on the first two weeks of treatment.

None-the-less, it helps a great deal if one concentrates on building immunity, staying healthy, eating well, and exercising regularly to prevent getting infected by tuberculosis or any other disease condition.
Expectant mothers overwhelm Mbarara Hospital (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/health-and-living/Expectant_mothers_overwhelm_Mbarara_Hospital_82120.shtml 
Expectant mothers in Mbarara are in danger, if nothing is done to reverse the looming personnel constraint and the shortage of maternity kits, are not immediately addressed.

The medical personnel at the Mbarara Regional Referral Hospital maternity ward are overstretched by the high referrals of expectant mothers.

The situation is worsened by the inadequate health materials and limited space at the health facility.

“The number of women coming here to give birth is very high. It’s heavy on us and the problem is that we don’t have materials to use,” Ms Hope Mubiru, the ward in-charge said, “There are few midwives and doctors, and the space here can’t accommodate all those women.”

Ms Mubiru said there were 650 deliveries at the hospital in January, and about 420 women had given birth from the hospital in February. 

On average, she said, 21 women deliver everyday, though at times they go up to 30 and 40 and child mortality is high.

A total of 39 babies were reported dead in January while in February they were 22. This, she said, is attributed to malaria, and traditional birth attendants who refer women to hospital late after they have failed to handle them. 

The maternity ward was built in 1940s when the population was still low and it has never been expanded to match the increasing population.

Ms Mubiru said there are 15 beds in the antenatal section while there are over 40 women at any given time. The postnatal ward has 29 beds and the over 60 women who have just delivered haven’t enough beds to rest.

“Many mothers are sleeping on the floor, under the beds. How do I treat them when they are under beds? The situation is exacerbated by irregular supplies of gloves and syringes,” she said.

Ms Mubiru said four to six cloves are used on a woman in the ward by the time she delivers. The gloves, she said, are not always available. And though it should be the norm for expectant mothers to buy own gloves to supplement those at the hospital, some can’t afford them.

Ms Mubiru said that at night, there are always only two midwives and a doctor in the ward who have to do multiple tasks including; carrying out admissions, deliveries, attend to those in labour and carryout operations. 

She said that most nearby health centres are not adequately facilitated to enable women deliver safely. 

Ms Mubiru said the nearest referral hospitals are in Mbarara town and Isingiro. Maternity, surgical and children (Toto) wards are the apparently most affected by shortage of materials. 

At Toto ward, a doctor who preffered anonymity because he is not authorised to talk to the press said caretakers of the babies have to buy gloves and cannulars (fluid containers) because the hospital can’t avail enough. 

The doctor said the few are always preserved for night use when drug shops in town are closed. 

The hospital executive director Mr Placid Mehayo said, “The hospital is going to be reconstructed to become a national referral. If everything remains as planned, construction will begin in July this year.”
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