UGANDA NEWS BRIEFS – 31 MARCH 2009
Northern Uganda
Fire burns 11 homes (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/676414 

About 11 families were left homeless when fire burnt their huts and household items at Lacani trading centre, Pajule sub-county in Pader district last week, reports Justin Moro. 

The LC3 chairman, Alphonse Omona Lokilamoi, said over 62 people had taken shelter at the district health centre IV. 

He said the mid-morning fire was started by a 4-year-old boy who had been left at home alone. 
Lokilamoi, who visited the scene, said the affected people needed urgent humanitarian assistance.
Kony’s children are our children (New Vision - EDITORIAL)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/14/676382 

A report by the University of California estimates that Joseph Kony’s Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) abducted as many as 38,000 children and 37,000 adults between 1996 and 2007. The abductees were forced to commit horrible crimes including killing their own family members. Almost one in four of the abductees were female and they were forced to serve as sex slaves. Up to 10% become pregnant while in captivity. 

Snowballing estimates by the Saturday Vision reveal that LRA chief Kony has over 100 children born to about 20 women. Other estimates have placed Kony’s sex slaves at 50 with over 200 children. Whatever their number, with the imminent annihilation of the LRA, these children and women are now settling back but already some in their communities are rejecting them. 

The young women are doubly disadvantaged because apart from coping with their own trauma due to brutalities experienced in captivity, they have to bring up the ‘rejected’ children. Let us all accept them, remembering that both the women and the children are our children. 

They are victims and they shall be a constant reminder to all of us of the destruction caused by selfish ambitions and that peaceful co-existence is paramount in building Uganda. The Government should exercise economic affirmative action in favour of these women by providing basics like housing, skills training and capital. Some victims may be too traumatised to stay in their former homes, so different plans for resettlement should be explored. 

On the other hand, the endless gruesome activities have left a traumatised region. Many of the abductees are still unaccounted for and this is bound to create resentment for the returnees in the communities. 

More work is therefore needed to identify the whereabouts of the missing. Rehabilitation work in northern Uganda should systematically and professionally tackle the trauma experienced by all parties. As returnees are rehabilitated, strong programmes that target the society should be established. For communal healing, a truth and reconciliation committee should be considered. 

Religious leaders urge Kony to release kids (New Vision)

http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/676412 

THE Acholi Religious Leaders Peace Initiative has asked the international community to pressurise Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebel leader Joseph Kony to release children still in captivity. 

The Archbishop of Gulu Archdiocese and chairman of the initiative, John Baptist Odama, made the remarks on Friday during a peace memorial prayer organised by the Invisible Children, an NGO, at Lukodi internally displaced persons’ camp on the Lukome-Apyeta road, Bungatira sub-county in Gulu district. 

The prayer was attended by French ambassador Rene Forceville, DR Congo ambassador Yav Tshi Komb Juvenal and US political and economic section chief Kathleen Fitzgibbon. 

The ambassadors laid a wreath at the monument of the people who were massacred in Lukodi during the LRA war. A total of 23 people were executed and 23 others burnt in grass-thatched huts in 2004. 

The out-going Anglican Bishop of Northern Uganda Diocese, the Rev. Nelson Onono-Onweng, urged Kony to surrender and end the 22-year-old war. 

The country director of Invisible Children, Jolly Grace Laker-Okot, said the prayer indicated that peace was returning to the sub-region. 

The dignitaries demolished two grass-thatched huts as a sign that it was time for the IDPs to return to their homes. 

The prayer was followed by a night candle lighting at Kaunda Grounds, where various artists performed songs about peace.
Karamoja 

Serving in Karamoja good – Janet (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/676428 

WORKING in Karamoja is not a sacrifice, but a duty like any other. 

This, the state minister for Karamoja affairs, Mrs. Janet Museveni, observed was important because challenges that face the region should touch every citizen’s heart. 

Mrs. Museveni said serving Karamoja was neither a sacrifice nor a favour to the region. “Karamoja is part of Uganda and the problems of Karamoja are problems of Ugandans,” she said. 

The First Lady made the observations during her meetings with the leaders from the region, according to a statement issued from State House over the weekend. 

She was quoted as saying that every citizen had a duty to make a contribution towards the Karimojong attaining a good quality of life. 

The First Lady toured the districts of Karamoja sub-region. They are Abim, Moroto, Kotido, Nakapiripirit and Kaabong. 

Mrs. Museveni called on all stakeholders and the people of Karamoja to work with her to develop the area. 

She pointed out that since Karamoja had attained relative peace, it was time for all stake holders to come togther and develop the region. 

“I am not here to perform miracles, I am here to work with you to develop Karamoja like any other person,” Mrs. Museveni said. 

She singled out food security in the region as one of the major focus of her ministry. She said Karamoja needed to grow its own food and even have surplus for sale. 

Mrs. Museveni proposed to have a valley dam constructed in every parish for watering animals and a borehole for the people. 

The First Lady cautioned the youth against engaging in cattle rustling. 

She also warned the leaders against corruption and advised them to ensure that the resources sent by the Government reached the beneficiaries. 

The Karimojong leaders, who included the state ministers for minerals, Peter Lokeris, Fr. Simon Lokodo (industry), the resident district commissioners and councillors, commended the President for appointing Mrs. Museveni as minister. 

Health 
Use medicines sparingly- Health official (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/Use_medicines_sparingly_says_Zaramba_82368.shtml 

The Director General of Health Services in the Ministry of Health has urged Ugandans to use available medicines sparingly to save the country from a possible drug hitch. 
Dr Sam Zaramba said the worsening global credit crisis is likely to pinch Uganda’s international partners and global initiatives through which the country is currently accessing some of the essential drugs such as anti-TB drugs, Antiretroviral drugs (ARVs)  and Artemisinin-based  Combination Therapy for treating malaria, among others.

Dr Zaramba said the practice of walking into a clinic and asking for drugs of one’s preference after feeling weak or sickly should be stopped. 

“Don’t just walk into a pharmacy or clinic, buy medicines and take them just because you suspect you have a particular disease. It is very dangerous to treat a disease you are not aware of,” Dr Zaramba told Daily Monitor yesterday when contacted to clarify his earlier warning about the waning stocks. 

Dr Zaramba said the country has been experiencing a shortage of anti- Tuberculosis (TB) drugs due to delays within the Global Fund in Geneva to remit funds. Uganda is a beneficiary of Global Fund’s multimillion dollar project to fight HIV/Aids, TB and Malaria.

The shortage has forced the Uganda National Tuberculosis and Leprosy Programme to borrow drugs from their counterparts in Kenya.

In an earlier Interview with Daily Monitor, Dr Zaramba said the Global Fund had promised to release the money for the TB drugs by March 9, but it did not do so.

He, however, said the TB drugs are expected in the country within this week. 

Dr Zaramba also said misuse of medicines was partly responsible for diseases developing resistance to certain medicines.

Agriculture 

Govt issues farmers red alert over fake agro inputs (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/business_power/Govt_issues_farmers_red_alert_over_fake_agro_inputs_82382.shtml 

Farmers must be vigilant when buying inputs or risk buying counterfeit pesticides, fertilisers currently circulating on market.

The department of crop protectionin the Ministry of Agriculture warned last week that unscrupulous businessmen were diluting genuine products with coloured clay, water, and paraffin conning farmers of their hard earned money. 

The government says some suppliers are contravening intellectual property rights of manufacturers by duplicating labels-another potential business knockout to genuine suppliers.

“There are many leading brands of agricultural chemicals that have suffered from rampant counterfeiting,” the March 19 press statement from the ministry’s Crop Life department read. 

Pesticides and insecticides like glyphyosate, carbofuran, Mancozeb 48WP, and chlorpyrifos Ethyl 48 per cent EC, Metalaxy 12 per cent and Mancoze 56 per cent and fertilisers NPK, Urea and DAP have been black listed as prone to counterfeit. 

The unsuspecting farmers’ government said could soon witness decreased yields, pest resistance, soil deterioration and substantial crop failure a development that may hurt Uganda’s export potential.

Uganda Farmers Federation said the high rate of illiteracy among farmers means they cannot read labels nor distinguish the agro-chemicals thus they remain highly vulnerable to dealers.

Mr Frank Tumwebaze, the president of the Federation said the warning was a welcome gesture having earlier demanded for protection for especially small scale farmers in rural areas. He said lack of funding had forced farmers to look for cheaper inputs thus falling prey to the shrewd businessmen.
Acholi farming mechanised (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/16/676415 
GULU-State minister for agriculture Fred Mukisa last week launched mechanised farming in the Acholi region. At Koro Abili demonstration site, he commended the Acholi Commercial Farmers Union for practising commercial farming. He warned opposition leaders against sabotaging government programmes. 

Human Rights / Rule of Law

Rescued from the jaws of child labour (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/news/8_000_rescued_from_child_labour_82369.shtml 

Sarah Akello is just 15 years old. But she has already faced more enormous hardship in her short life than many people older than her. 

NEW BEGININGS: Onencan has benefitted from Kuret’s initiative. PHOTO BY EVELYN LIRRI

At the age of 11, while studying at Cura Primary School in Lira District, Akello went to work in a stone quarry at Ngetta Hill.  

“I did not have money for scholastic material and uniform yet my parents had no money,” she said in an interview with Daily Monitor on Thursday in Kampala. 

Akello was one of four former child labourers who, last week, narrated their escape from child labour at a ceremony in Kampala to mark the end of a $20 million project launched in four East African countries four years ago.

The initiative, which was implemented in Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda and Ethiopia by World Vision and the International Rescue Committee, was funded by the US Department of Labour with the aim of rescuing up to 30,600 children from the worst forms of  labour in war and HIV/Aids affected communities.
Akello says she worked in the quarry during weekends and holidays in order to earn some money which she used to buy books, pens and soap, as well as help her poor parents to supplement the family’s meagre income.

But life at the stone quarry was not easy as Akello later discovered. Together with other children, they would spend long hours crushing the large rocks into gravel using crude hammers.

For every jerrycan of crushed stones, Akello would be paid Shs250. Because of the tedious nature of the work, she would only manage five jerrycans each day. This would fetch her Shs1,250, not enough  

to meet basic requirements like books and soap.
Akello was also working under terrible conditions at the quarry. “The small stone particles would enter my eyes and affect my vision. I would also get wounds on my hands while crashing the stones. I would also fall sick and miss going to school most of the days because of the fatigue,” she said.

Lady luck however later smiled on Akello, as she was rescued from the jaws of child labour through the Kenya Uganda Rwanda Ethiopia Together (Kuret) project.

Ms Yvonne Ferguson, the project’s Chief of Party said in Uganda, their target was to withdraw children caught in various forms of child labour in the northern districts of Gulu, Lira and Dokolo.

“In Uganda, we managed to withdraw up to 8,176 children. Of these 4,355 were female and 3,821 were male,” she said.Like Akello, 18-year-old Richard Onencan, now a Senior Five student of Gulu High School was also rescued from child labour by the Kuret project.

Onencan was a cattle keeper for two years for a man he described as “one of the richest’’ in Koch Koyo village, Omoro county in Gulu district.

When Onencan was in senior one, he did not have money for fees as his father could not afford the Shs97,000 school fees every term. 

“One of my friends asked me if I wanted to go and work for the rich man. I said yes and when I went to this man, he agreed to give me the job”.

Onencan, however, would miss more than half of the school days because he had to take the cattle for grazing, every morning trekking 10kms to and from.

But at the end of the day though, Onencan’s employer had agreed to pay him Shs10,000 every month, he never got a single cent until he left.

“Instead he would give me some old clothes. It was only after Kuret came in and agreed to pay my fees that I quit working for that man,” said Onencan.

The two are lucky to be in school and have someone pay their fees. Many children like them have found themselves trapped in child labour. Many more are missing out on education and a comfortable childhood because they have to fend for themselves and their families.

Mr Kyateka Mondo, an assistant commissioner for youth and children in the Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development agrees that the problem of child labour is still a big challenge.

He said that despite the government’s initiative of free primary and secondary education, many children are still caught in the child labour web.

Mr Mondo explained that HIV/Aids and civil conflicts have orphaned millions of children many of whom have been forced to engage in petty-yet risky jobs to fend for themselves. 

“Child labour continues to thrive in many parts of the country and we are seeing many children in plantations, stone quarries, commercial sex and as home domestic servants,” he said.

Currently, according to Mr Mondo, there are 1.8 million Ugandan children aged five to 17 years engaged in different forms of labour.

“This is not a small number and it is also possible that this could be a conservative figure. The statistics could be much higher,” Mr Mondo revealed.

Although the Kuret project which lasted four years has ended, Ms Ferguson says there are a number of organisations that are willing to take the project forward and help more children. 

She added, “Removal of children from hazardous labour is often more of a process rather than a one-time event.”

Police boss warns on mob ‘justice’ (Daily Monitor)

http://www.monitor.co.ug/artman/publish/regional-special/Police_boss_warns_on_mob_justice_82361.shtml 

The Police in northern Uganda have warned they will take severe measures on any groups propagating the culture of mob action in the region.

Speaking at a weekly press briefing on Friday, the Regional Police Commander, Mr P. K. Arinaitwe,  said he had already instructed Police officers in the region to prosecute all those behind the violent acts.

He told reporters that cases of clans clashing over land had become common in Patiko, Palaro, Lalogi and Odek sub-counties in Gulu District. 

“Elders should continue to resolve the land wrangles. The Police can only come in where cases have gone out of control,” Mr Arinaitwe said.

He cited the wrangle between the Palaro and Lukwor clans at Corner Agula Parish in Lalogi that left one person dead and several people, including the area LC1 chairperson, seriously injured.

During the same incident, 120 huts were burnt down by the conflicting parties. 

The clashes came hardly two months after a woman was stabbed to death in Patiko in another land row between Palaro and Patiko clans.

Mr Arainitwe said the police would continue facilitating peaceful resolutions to land feuds. 

The District Internal Security Officer, Mr Julius Muhairwe, said the clan elders are to blame for the disputes. 

“Of all the people arrested by the Police, you find that the elders are behind the youth, yet they are supposed to guide them,” Mr Muhairwe said. A Police report last week showed an increase in mob action cases from 184 cases in 2007, to 368 cases in 2008.
Sh4b saved in community service (New Vision)

http://newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/676438 

The Government has saved over sh4b since the introduction of community service in 2001, an official has said. 

Paul Kintu, the commissioner in-charge of community service, said over 17,000 offenders had been sentenced to communal service countrywide in the last eight years. 

“The Government incurs about sh1,650 on feeding each prisoner daily, while the labour rendered by each prisoner is estimated at sh650 per hour. So, those on community service help us avoid these costs and invest that money in other sectors like education and health,” he said. 

Kintu was on Friday briefing government officials from eastern Uganda on the progress of the programme at the Mbale Municipal Court. 

Community service is an alternative to imprisonment where a person who commits a minor offence works without pay. 

Offenders may be ordered to clean hospitals, streets, public parks, community wells and maintain roads for a period not exceeding six months. 

Kintu said in the last financial year, sh1.5b was saved in community service. He added that 3,500 offenders had been issued community service orders since January. 

“We are targeting at least 6,000 community service orders by the end of the year. Each district has a target of 78 community service orders to issue. Busia has so far issued 127 orders,” Kintu said. 

He noted that Sironko, Jinja, Tororo, Mbale and Busia districts were excelling in the implementation of the policy. 

He, however, said some probation officers and magistrates were ignorant about the programme. 

The Sironko probation officer, Patience Wibule, blamed the delay in implementation of the programme on inadequate funding. 

She added that the poor road network in new districts like Bukwo hindered access to rural areas.
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