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Minutes of the 1st meeting of Health, Nutrition and HIV/AIDS cluster 
 

Date:   7th February 2008 
 
Venue:  World Health Organization Boardroom-Kampala 
 
Agenda 
1. Communication from the chair 

o Ebola in Bundibugyo 
o Meningitis in West Nile 
o Hepatitis E in Kitgum 
o Cholera in Kampala and West Nile district 

2       Confirmation of minutes of the previous meeting and matters arising   
3. Presentations 

o HIV/HIDS working group by IOM 
o Analysis of nutrition trend in Northern Uganda (MoH/UNICEF/WFP/WHO) 
o Household survey in Kitgum district by IRC 

4.    Cluster plan for 2008 
o Retreat 
o Work plan 2008 
o Cluster report 2007 

5. AoB    
 

Summary of discussions Decisions/actio
n to be taken 

Focal point 

Minute 01/01/08  (Communication from the chair) 
 
• The meeting was called to order at 2:30 pm by the Chairperson 

Dr.Olushayo Olu. He welcomed members to the first Health, 
Nutrition and HIV/AIDS cluster meeting in 2008. 

 
Ebola in Bundibugyo 
• The chairperson said that the epidemic outbreak of Ebola in 

Bundibujo is controlled and yesterday 6th February marked the 
final countdown of 42 days since the last Ebola case was 
discharge. Ebola National Tusk Force two weeks ago agreed to set 
20th Feb 2008 as the day to declare Bundibugyo Ebola epidemic 
free.   

• In total 200 case and 37 deaths were recorded (among those are 
negative case and those who have not tested negative but 
suspects). 

• Psychosocial support to victims and families was completed 
yesterday.  

• Exit strategy which included among others training of VHT’s and 
health workers, strengthening  surveillance, contact tracing and 
installation of communication radios have been done especially in 
the hard to reach areas of Bundibugyo 
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• Retrospective study is being carried out by MoH and CDC to 
know who was affected and who is not. 

• The chairperson stressed on the need to evaluate the response, 
document the lessons learnt during the epidemic and 
reclassification of the epidemic. 

• The chair informed members that yesterday 6th Feb 2008 he 
received message from Bunia in DRC of 9 suspected cases of 
Ebola. Plans are underway to fly samples to Entebbe for 
investigation.  

 
Meningitis 
• The epidemic outbreak of meningitis hit the districts of Arua, 

Nebbi and Masindi. To date 257 cases have been registered from 
10 sub-counties. Note that only eight of the 10 sub-counties in 
Arua district were vaccinated in July last year 2007.  

• From the information available, the number of cases reporting 
seems to be going down. 

• Case management, surveillance, infection control, contact tracing 
and community mobilization is ongoing.  

 
Hepatitis E in Kitgum 
• The first case of Hepatitis E was reported in Oct 2007. To date a 

cumulative total of 237 cases has been registered with 10 death 
(4.3%).  

• 27 cases were notified in epi-week 5th as compared to 33 cases in 
epi-week 4.   

 
Responses put in place 

- Training of VHT’s 
- Water quality surveillance and water chlorination at the 

point of collection 
- Community education and mobilization for improvement in 

hygiene and good sanitation practices 
- Weekly Task Force meeting chaired by the RDC. 
- Active case search is being conducted by CBDS and the 

identified cases are referred to health facility for registration 
and health education. 

- Line list is being maintained at health facility level and 
relayed to district level daily. 

- Community dialogues are being conducted at parish levels 
to review progress in implementation of Community Action 
Plans. 

 
Cholera in Kampala and West Nile district 
• There are 6 cholera cases at Mulago isolation unit. 
• First case was reported on 27th Jan 2008. 5 cases have been 

discharged. All the cases were from Kifumbira in Kamwokya. 
• The Mulago isolation Unit has been re-activated to handle the 

cases. 
• Community mobilization, case management and infection control 
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is ongoing at health facility level. 
 
 02/01/08 Presentations:  
 
Preliminary results of the HIV Vulnerability assessment in IDP 
Camp-UNHCR/UAC             
 
The major objectives for this assessment is to: 
Understand population movement and how this may increase the 
risk and vulnerability of the population to HIV/AIDA and to asses 
whether people back in their homes are accessing health services.  
 
PRESENTATION 2: Health and Nutrition Tracking Service 
(HNTS)-Global Health Cluster/WHO Geneva  
 
• The humanitarian community is collecting more and better 

information on people affected by wars, disaster and chronic 
crises than ever before. However, this information does not get 
used well.  

• Many NGOs have established units to improve the collection of 
information in the areas where they work for example the 
SMART initiative and CRED among others.  

• HNTS is developing mechanisms for the review, analysis, 
interpretation and validation of critical health and nutrition 
information in selected humanitarian emergencies.  

• HNTS is focusing on gaps and limitations in existing 
methodologies for collection of data relevant to humanitarian 
assessment through its Expert Reference Group and its 
engagement with existing initiatives, including SMART. 

• The opportunities presented by engagement at country level will 
be used to improve the skill and ability of in-country partners 
(government, NGO’s and CBO’s) to improve data quality 
collection, their analysis and their interpretation. 

 

 
 
Presentation 
attached 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Prof.Dr.M. 
Carael 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard 
Garfield 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cluster Plan for 2008 
Retreat: 
• The chair proposed to members that the next cluster meeting should 

be a retreat where the cluster will review performance in 2007 and 
make plans for 2008. this proposal was accepted by all members 
present however, the venue and date for the retreat was not 
determined instead members asked the chair to propose a date and  a 
venue. 

 
 
The chair to 
propose a date 
and venue for 
the retreat 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Olu 
Olushayo 

Minute 05/01/08  (AOB)  
• Need to Liaise with MoH and see how to offer support to the 

NMS.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for 3/3/2008. 
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 Name 
Designation & 
Organization 

name 

District 
Tel.  Email address 

1 Elsa Tsegay Food for the 
Hungry 

Health P.M 0782998940 etsegay@fhi.net 

2 Amal Bennaim Consultant Nutritionist 0773132572 abennaim@gmail.com 
3 Michelle Wilson Medai DCD Medai 0772733330 dcd-uganda@medai.com 
4 Okot Peter ACF Asst HOM 075473327 Asst.acfughom@iwayafrica.com  
5 Richard Okello OCHA GISI Info Mgt. Ass 0772760009 okellor@un.org 
6. Ajilong Pauline UAC PRO 0754561426 paulineajilog@yahoo.com 
7 James Kigozi UAC PRO 0772423838 jkigozi@uac.go.ug 

8 Mboijana Lillian CESVI Communications 
officer 0772323860 cesviuganda@infocom.co.ug 

6 Frank Lule WHO NPO/HIV 0414335516 lule@ug.afro.who.int 
7 Richard Garfield WHO/HAC   garfield@who.int 
8 Alain Homsy MERLIN Country director 0773161780 Alain.homsy@merlin.org.uk 

9 Dr.Viodjo Edoh MSF-Holland 

Head of 
Mission/Medical 
Coordinator 0772756734 

Msfh-uganda-
hom@field.amsterdam.msf.org 
Msfh-uganda-
medico@field.amsterdam.msf.org

10 Janex Kabarangira UNICEF Health specialist 0772449485 jkabarangira@unicef.org 

11 Lucia Gun Kel MSF-Holland 

Head of 
Mission/Medical 
Coordinator 0772756734 

Msfh-uganda-
hom@field.amsterdam.msf.org 
Msfh-uganda-
medico@field.amsterdam.msf.org

12 John Ssemakula WFP Prog. Officer 0772778026 John.ssemakula@wfp.org 
13 Jackie Calnan  ECHO Prog Assistant 0772861268 Jacqueline.calnan@ec.europa.eu 

14 Matteo Cassolato Italian 
Cooperation 

UN Fellow  m.cassolato@italianhealthcoop.u
g.com 

15 Dr. Ategbo Eric-Alain UNICEF Nutrition 
specialist 0773142741 eaategbo@unicef.org 

16 Judith Bamuturaki UNHCR Technical 
consultant/HIV 0772493469 bamuturaki@unhcr.org 

17 Sarah Mbabazi PSI HIV ser. manager 0772948097 smbabazi@psiu.co.ug 
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18 Bassani Lugana AVSI HIV/AIDS 0414501604 Lugana.bassani@avsi.org 

19 Morten R.Petrsen ECHO Head 0772708808 Morten-
Rugtued.pertsen@ec.europa.eu 

20 Dr. Rukia M. Alli UNHCR Health & 
Nutrition Co. 

0775442733 
0414231231 rukialli@yahoo.com 

21 Harriett Dwler GOAL 
Emergency 
program 
Coordinator 

0772947120 epc@goaluganda.com 

22 Michel Carrel UNHCR HIV consultant  carrel@yahoo.com 

23 Dr.Muchuro Simon Malaria 
consortium 

CDP coordinator 0772835073 smuchuro@malaria 
consortium.org 

24 David Oyat Abang NAFOPHANU Capacity building 
& Debt officer 0753647074 oyatdavid@yahoo.co.uk 

25 Emmanuel E.Ongadia ICRC Health Assistant  assist.kam@icrc.org 

26 Brenda Kaijuka 
Muwaga UNICEF-K’la Nutrition 

specialist 0772449545 bkajuka@unicef.org 

27 Dr. Olushayo Olu WHO/HAC MO/HAC 0414335586 oluo@ug.afro.who.int 

28 Katushabe Pamela WHO Administrative 
Asst 0772685073 kpamelah@gmail.com 

 


