Daily Cholera Update [18 May 2010]
Introduction

Cholera cases were first in Moroto Hospital on 21 April 2010 in the 16th Epidemiological week. Results from 4 specimens taken to Central Public Health Laboratory suggested that all contained Vibrio Cholerae 01 bacteria.  Up to date, all the 4 sub counties in the district have reported at least a suspected case.

The sub-counties reported cases this week included North Division, South Division, Nandunget and Rupa

Highlights:
· As of 6 pm today, 14 new cases had been admitted in the ward. The new cases were from Nadunget (4), Rupa (6) and South Division (4). Additional 7 cases were reported in Matany; 
· A total of 188 cases including 5 deaths (CFR = 2.6%). The cumulative cases including those reported in Matany are now 195 cases.
Measuring ill health

Table 1: Cases by Sub County

	Sub-county
	New cases
	Cumulative cases
	New death
	Cumulative deaths

	Nadunget
	04
	108
	0
	04

	North division
	0
	12
	0
	0

	Rupa
	06
	25
	01
	01

	South Division
	04
	42
	0
	0

	Others (visitor)
	0
	1
	0
	0

	Total
	14
	188
	0
	05


Descriptive epidemiology:

Today, 14 new suspected cases were notified compared to 08 yesterday. Below is the graphic showing daily incidence.
[image: image1.emf]Fig 1: Daily incidence of Cholera, May 2010
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Below is the distribution of cases according to villages

[image: image2.emf]Distribution of cases by Village, 17 May
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Coordination:
District task force meeting was held today chaired by the RDC. The following were the main action points:
· The local ‘Kwete’ and other petty foods sold of the road side or in unhygienic premises is banned

· Focus on aggravating factors with active involvement of the community

· Submit list of landlords without sanitary facilities to court since the protracted period for nuisance notice has expired
· Conduct assessment of functionality of boreholes and expedite their repair

· Train staff and pre position supplies in Lotome and Irriiri to respond to any cholera emergency

· Conduct sustained enforcement of public health laws for 2 weeks. DPC to allocate 10 police officers for the exercise
· Explore involvement of Red Cross in the burial team given the low community acceptability

· Facilitate sub county leaders to mobilize communities for cholera prevention

· Negotiate with UNICEF on release of funds with commitment by district to follow up the accountabilities

Case Management:

· MSF, CUAMM, WHO, WFP have continued to support case management of the patients
· MSF trained health staff in Kidepo HC III, Nadunget HC III and Loputuk HC II in preparation for opening up a CTU

· Today, 14 new patients were admitted, 5 discharged and a total of 34 are on the ward

Constraints:

· Lack of paraffin for lighting and waste management

· Burial team is understaffed and are difficult to mobilize. Health workers have been digging graves and conducting the burial instead of supervision

· Water supply is a major problem. The water boozer was borrowed and so is not available to supply water to the tanks that serve the CTU. The solar powered pump for the CTU has been affected with the massive cloud cover
· Inadequate fuel for referrals and causing delays in access to services

WASH:

· The WASH team conducted distribution of soap 27 boxes, 27 spades, 18 pike axes, 27 hoes, 120 tipi tap jerricans and 13600 aquatabs to communitie in Nabukat, Kanakomol, Awoimuju and Acherer supported by UNICEF

Social Mobilization:
· Conducted radio talk show with participation of the RDC, Mayor and DHE
· Samaritan’s purse reached 11, 234 households in Nadunget and Rupa over the weekend and today
· Continued film shows to affected communities 
· Held meeting with the sub county task force of Rupa. With members from 5 parishes; Lorukimo, Lokorete, Musupo, Lamario and Naturumrum. The DHE conducted this exercise with support from WHO, CUAMM & URCS
· URCS conducted training of 40 volunteers from the Municipality. The TOTs are expected to cascade training to 100 volunteers who wil conduct daily community sensitization in Municipality (North & South division) and Nadunget

· IRC are conducting sensitization of the communities in Katikekile and Irriiri sub counties through the VHTs. A total of 159 VHTs are involved in the daily hygiene promotion activities
Surveillance:
· Continued line listing of the patients

· Conducted active case tracing in Kambihizi and Nakapelimen supported by WHO. Found one patient who had been battling with cholera for 3 days and was now bed ridden. Patient was taken by the ambulance. 
· Conducted a joint sensitization during the active case search in collaboration with the Health Inspectors

· Sprayed the huts of newly admitted patients in Kambihizi and Nakapelimen

Main gaps:

· Community based surveillance remain unexploited.
· Active case search needs further strengthening

· No funding for surveillance activities

Conclusion:
Upward trend continues amidst not direct funding to the district technical teams. It is now likely that the teams should prepare for a protracted response given the indication of no funding in the near future. 
