Daily Cholera Update [19 May 2010]
Introduction

Index cholera cases were admitted in Moroto Hospital on 21 April 2010 in the 16th Epidemiological week. Results from 4 specimens taken to Central Public Health Laboratory were positive for Vibrio Cholerae 01 bacteria.  Up to date, all the 6 sub counties in the district have reported at least a suspected case.

The sub-counties reported cases this week included North Division, South Division, Nandunget, Lopei, Lokopo and Rupa

Highlights:
· As of today 19 May, 21 new cases had been admitted (18 in Moroto Hospital and 3 in Matany Hospital). The new cases were from Nadunget (5), South Division (4), North Division (1) and Rupa (8). 3 new cases were reported in Matany are from Lopei (2), Lokopo (1). Matany has admitted a total of 13 cases 
· A total of 243 cases including 5 deaths (CFR = 2.0%). 
Measuring ill health

Table 1: Cases by Sub County

	Sub-county
	New cases
	Cumulative cases
	New death
	Cumulative deaths

	Nadunget
	05
	129
	0
	04

	North division
	01
	14
	0
	0

	Rupa
	08
	41
	0
	01

	South Division
	04
	48
	0
	0

	Matany
	03
	10
	0
	0

	Others (visitor)
	0
	1
	0
	0

	Total
	21
	243
	0
	05


Descriptive epidemiology:

On 19 May there were 21 new suspected cases were notified compared to 25 new cases on 18 May a marginal decline in the number of cases. Below is the graphic showing daily incidence.
[image: image1.emf]Fig 1: Daily incidence of Cholera, May 2010
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Below is the distribution of cases according to villages

[image: image2.emf]Distribution of cases by Village, 19 May
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Coordination:
· Working groups are conducting their routine operational meetings to organise the teams and plan response. All teams are actively conducting their activities
Case Management:

· MSF, CUAMM, WHO, WFP have continued to support case management of the patients
· MSF conducted supervisory visit to Nadunget and Kidepo to ascertain the functionality of the Cholera treatment units. The facilities still require additional support to functionalise the treatment Unit. For the moment the treatment units are doing a vital work of a stabilization centre
· The district engineers supported by UNICEF fixed the water problem by connecting the CTU in Moroto to the hospital supply system.

· Today, 21 new patients were admitted, 20 discharged and a total of 50 are on the ward in Moroto Hospital and 1 in Matany Hospital
Constraints:

· CTU is quiet full; additional beds and tents is required for patients recovery to plan B and C
· Cholera beds remain a major problem with children sharing beds
· Debate about hardship allowances and burn out of staff amidst scarce volunteers for rotation.

· Inadequate fuel for referrals and causing delays in access to services
WASH:

· Distributed Aquatabs, soap, latrine digging tools to the villages of Naoi and Lokwakwa in Rupa andNadunget sub counties respectively supported by UNICEF
· Delivered supplies – blankets, Soap, handwashing and buckets for infection prevention and patient care in the event of cholera emergency to the Health units of Lopei, Lokopo, Morulinga, Kangole and Lotome HC IIIs supported by UNICEF
· Agencies supporting/active in WASH include UNICEF, IRC, C&D and ACF

Constraints:

· Follow of hygiene promotion activities and community response and utilization of delivered supplies. 

Social Mobilization:
· Joint Community mobilizations, dialogues & sensitizations with the sub county task force were conducted in Lorukumo, Lokorete, Musupo, Lomario & Rataf. Supported VHTs, LC’s and leaders in the villages of Lorukumo Lokoreta (Nadunget) Lomario, Musupo & Rata (Rupa). Over 1000 people reached including those working for food for work in all the villages. 

· conduct door to door sensitizations and cleaning up exercises of households 

· Demonstrated hand washing and water treatment for the community

· Integrated with the WASH program to distribute soap, digging tools, aqua tablets to accompany the demonstrations.  

· Supported the community with citing of latrines in the community

· Carried out inspection of latrines that are under construction and demonstrated latrine construction for the community at 3 Manyatas at Lokorirot village (Nadunget)  

· Conducted community talks on cholera during a food distribution point conducted by Andre Food Consults. 200 women from the villages of Nakimistai, Kotaruk, Loletekia, Lokiriaut, Loputiput, Naacuka, Lokilala, Lokorot, Nakapilimen & Loputuk (Nadunget).

·  Conducted a community dialogues and sensitizations in the Lotirir parish reaching 55 people from the villages of Natari and Nachuka. 

· Agreed with the leaders on Tuesday as the day to have an integrated program with WASH. This meant to have sensitization with action at the community level. 

· Giving a brief of the current status, risk factors and areas, the communities’ role in early identification of cases and calling for help, warning signs of cholera and referrals by the communities.
· Participated in the radio talk show. Call in were received from across Karamoja region, Kaabong, Moroto & Kotido mainly focused on availing communities with drugs, Government constructing latrines for the communities, women being entirely responsible for the spread of cholera in the community, Need for boreholes at the villages without non functional boreholes. This was a good sign of radio listenership and participation by the community
· ACF reached out to 1,270 people with messages on Cholera through the HOTMAN and OTP programs. The team also educated communities in the villages in Lokachikit &Kangole
· Agencies supporting the group includes CUAMM, IRC, UNICEF, WHO, ACF and URCS, Samaritan’s purse and WFP
Constraints:
· Most of the villages visited still have no latrines. Communities using the valleys, the open ground and rivers as defecation ground 

· Pits dug but no walls and roofs built. Arechek, Nakamistai, Naturumurum, Lokoriot having no functional boreholes. Communities drawing water from the dams and rivers

Surveillance:
· Continued line listing of the patients

Constraints
· Limited mobility for active case search

· Limited capacity for community based surveillance
Conclusion:
The outlook depicts a deteriorating situation with new villages getting affected and 2 new sub counties. There is need to intensify follow up of the utilization of supplies provided to communities to be sure the response activities is being taken seriously by the affected communities.
