Social Protection Task Force meeting 18th February 2010
Present:

Members:

Joanne Bosworth (Chair - DFID)

Caroline Kego Laker (Irish Aid)

Jeddy Namfua (UNHCR)
Wilfried Friermans (Belgian Embassy)
	Item
	Main points
	Action

	1. Updates
	i) Belgian co-operation is working on national health insurance through the Health Sector Strategic Planning process, and is providing assistance to the poorest in Bundibugyo and Kasese through an NGO (MEMISA).  

ii) Irish Aid is considering a “Plan B” in case of difficulties in implementing programmes in Karamoja

 
	

	2. Supporting the poorest in post conflict areas
	Jeddy Namfua of UNHCR outlined concerns about how to provide for the poorest (extremely vulnerable) beyond resettlement from IDP camps.  UNHCR is compiling a summary of numbers of EVIs in high priority categories including the elderly and chronically ill without caretakers; elderly caretakers; the chronically ill or severely disabled; and OVCs.  Among these groups, the ratio of women:men is 3:1.  There is concern that even if these people are resettled they will find it difficult to support themselves once back in communities.  UNHCR is likely to withdraw from humanitarian support this year but may continue to provide targeted assistance beyond this if donors are willing to support.  There was a discussion about the possibility of extending the GoU pilot cash transfer into the principal affected districts (Pader, Amuru, Gulu, Kitgum and Lamwo).  However, the planned pilot roll out could not be expanded as quickly as necessary.  It was agreed that UNHCR could raise the issue with OPM using the basis of PRDP priority project #9, and could investigate prospects for future cash grants from Norway.  The GoU CT will need to develop a “potential scale up” plan that could consider prioritising districts in the North.  
	UNHCR to pursue dialogue with OPM


	3.  Social Protection inventory
	An inventory of development partner social protection programmes is part of the ToR for the Task Force.  A similar exercise was carried out on food security / livelihoods programmes earlier this year so the SP one should not cover the same ground.  There is also a similar exercise by AIDS Development partners.  
	Chair to develop a data collection form based on our SP definition and circulate to members for comments.  Thereafter to send through the LDPG.  Agreed to give 2 weeks for completion.

	4.  Division of Labour on Social protection
	The group needs a Division of Labour to identify leads on specific areas of social protection
	Caroline K-L to adapt the format of the HIV/AIDS Division of Labour for next meeting

	5.  Key messages on social protection
	The group should develop key messages for dialogue with GoU and partners on social protection.  Suggestions:

· Existence of group

· Vulnerable people missing out on development programmes

· Rationale for social protection (based on NDP preparation)

· Need to implement SP as part of the PRDP

· Potential for greater efficiency in social protection
	Chair to draft key messages and circulate for comment

	6.  
	Date of next meeting to be in 2 months; to look at overall calendar of donor meetings
	Jeddy to send meetings calendar


