UPDATE OF HEPATITIS E EPIDEMIC IN KITGUM DISTRICT, 13th APRIL 2009.

Table 1: Statistic of Hepatitis E Cases 

	Sub-County
	New Cases
	Cumulative Cases
	New Death
	Cumulative Deaths
	CFR

	Agoro 
	0
	2,107
	0
	30
	1.4

	Padibe East
	1
	1040
	0
	8
	0.8

	Padibe West
	4
	847
	0
	7
	0.8

	Paloga 
	0
	1,439
	0
	16
	1.1

	Mucwini 
	6
	1,444
	1
	26
	1.8

	Madi-Opei
	          0
	1,112
	0
	28
	2.5

	Lokung
	6
	490
	0
	14
	2.9

	Layamo
	0
	446

	0
	3
	0.7

	Kitgum T/C
	          3
	247
	0
	4
	1.6

	Orom
	1
	125
	0
	4
	3.2

	Kitgum Matidi
	5
	208
	0
	4
	1.9

	Akwang
	0
	90
	0
	2
	2.2

	Namukora
	3
	84
	0
	4
	4.8

	Omiya Anyima


	2
	

52
	0
	0
	0

	Palabek Gem
	6
	42
	1
	3
	7

	Amida
	5
	43
	0
	1
	2.6

	Lagoro
	1
	30
	0
	0
	0

	Palabek Kal
	0
	4
	0
	0
	0

	Palabek Ogili
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Acholi bur* [Pader]
	1
	14
	0
	0
	0

	South Sudan**
	0
	18
	0
	2
	11.1

	Total
	44
	9869
	2
	156
	1.6%


* Cases coming from outside Kitgum 

**Cases coming from outside Uganda

Highlights

· A total of 44 new cases of Hepatitis E were registered in Epi week 15, 2009; reflecting 17% reduction in number of cases reported compared to 53 in the previous week but this decrease may be due to the festivity season that could have hampered their access to some facilities. This brings the cumulative number of cases to 9,869 since the onset of the epidemic in October 2007. 
· Two deaths were registered in Epi weeks 15; hence the cumulative death is 156 with a CFR of 1.6%.
· The sub counties that registered most cases in Epi week 14, 2009 are; Lokung [6]; Palabek Gem [6]; Mucwini [6 ];Amida [5]; Kitgum Matidi [5];Padibe West [4];KTC [3].
Emerging Issues

· The trend of Hepatitis E epidemic has started rising after remaining stagnant for a couple of weeks. The stagnation and eventual rising of the epidemic trend is an indication that there are no adequate control measures on the ground to control the epidemic.
· The health environment staffs have been advised to enforce public health act although they continue claiming they do not have copies of this act.  
· The district structure continue to fail agencies that are responding to the epidemic 
MAJOR CHALLENGES 

1. Most agencies have reduced on the intervention intensity thus making the epidemic propagate in the district.

2. The district is being pushed to carry out the agreed interventions other than it taking the lead as a way of building capacity during this recovery stage 

3. Most agencies have run short of funds specifically for hepatitis E interventions

4. The communities are over demanding for motivation to participate in the response activity

5. Most sub county authorities are not able to enforce the district task force action points as most staff are in town

DESCRIPTIVE HEPATITIS E EPIDEMIOLOGY IN KITGUM DISTRICT 2009
1.1 Epidemic Trend 

The Epi curve in fig 1 below demonstrates that the continued decline in the epidemic, since Epi week 27 the number of hepatitis E cases has continued to go down. This is clearly illustrated in the weekly incidence (fig. 2). The continued tempering of the epidemic curve is an indication that the control measures put on the ground are working but though slowly. 

[image: image1.emf]Epi curve of Hepatitis E Cases in Kitgum District 
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Figure 1
[image: image2.emf]Weekly Incidence of HEV Outbreak in Kitgum District, 
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Fig 2 

1.2 Distribution of Cases by Sub-county
Figure 3 illustrates the burden of the disease by sub-county; with Agoro, Paloga; Mucwini and Madi Opei being the most affected in that order. 
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Figure 3
1.3 Distribution of Hepatitis E cases by Age and Gender
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Fig 4 

· The most affected age group according to fig 4 is between 10-44 years with peak at 20-24 years. Meanwhile, of the registered cases of Hepatitis E 62% are females and of the established deaths 72% are female.

SUB COUNTY TRENDS OF HEPATITIS E IN KITGUM DISTRICT

1. Madi Opei: The weekly incidence curve of Madi opei [Fig 5 below] shows a trend of hepatitis E cases in the sub county, Madi Opei Sub County has registered zero case for the last 16 weeks
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Figure 5
2. Agoro Sub County
Figure 6 show a reduction in the epidemic trend in Agoro sub-county. 
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Figure 6
3. Paloga sub county 

 Fig. 7 shows the trend of hepatitis E in Paloga Sub County. 
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Figure 7
4. Padibe Sub Counties (Padibe East and West)
Figure 8. Show the trend of HEV in Padibe East and West (Four cases registered in Padibe West and One in Padibe East in week15, 2009)
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Fig 8
5. Mucwini: 
 Figure 8.Show the trend of HEV in Mucwini 
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Fig 8
6. Layamo Sub County

Figure 9 below show the fluctuating trend of HEV cases in Layamo Sub-county.  
[image: image10.emf]0

5

10

15

20

25

30

Cases

W19 W21 W23 W25 W27 W29 W31 W33 W35 W37 W39 W41 W43 W45 W47 W49 W51 W1 W3 W5 W7 W9 W11 W13 W15

Epi Week

Layamo Weekly Hepatitis E Incidence curve


Fig 9
Lokung Sub County

Fig. 10 below Show HEV trend in Lokung Sub County.
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Fig.10
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