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UNICEF Situation Report of Hepatitis E Intervention in

Kitgum and Pader Districts

30th August-5th September 2008
Major Developments 
Kitgum District

· A total of 175 new cases of Hep. E was registered in Epi week 35, which is a 21 % reduction in the number of cases during the week as compared to the previous week. 

· A cumulative of 7,727 cases has been notified to date, since the onset of the epidemic on 25 October 2007. 

· There were 4 new deaths reported in week 35; 2 of which were pregnant women. This gives a cumulative of 121 deaths, with a CFR of 1.6%. Three (3) of the deaths occurred at hospital levels (2 in Kitgum Hospital & 1 in St. Joseph Hospital).   

· Seventeen 17/19 (90%) of the sub-counties have been affected in the district. 

· Overall, the trend of Hepatitis E epidemic continues to decline in the last 8 weeks. However, the intensity of the disease in Kitgum Town Council continues to rise gradually. It should be remembered that interventions in the rural–urban setting of Kitgum Town Council is the most complicated, as was evidenced in the past cholera outbreak in 2007. A meeting is planned for Thursday 04 September 08 to map out strategies of rolling out interventions to Kitgum Town. It should also be noted that many Agencies have most often shunted interventions in Kitgum Town, for reasons that their programs/ projects are targeting IDPs.  
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Pader District.
· As reported by WHO, no new cases of Hep. E was registered in Epi week 35. However 5 suspected cases are being investigated in Parabongo, Pader TC and Atanga sub counties.
· A cumulative of 24 cases has been confirmed to date, since the onset of the epidemic on 21st May 2008.

· There were no new death in week 35, giving a cumulative number of deaths a CFR of 8.3%.

· 7 out of 19 sub counties have been affected in the district. The Majority of the cases have been reported from Pader TC.
UNICEF Response

· Radio spots still ongoing four times in a day on Pol FM 

· Evening film shows took place in Kitgum Matidi, Omia Nyima  and Namokora. 
· Delivered supplies to the sub counties of Orom (295 jerry cans, 400 cartons of soap), Potika (287 cartons of soap) and Paloga (400 cartons of soap in Kitgum district and Pader TC (2665 pkts of aquatabs, 500 cartons of soap, 2000 jerrycans) and Acholi bur (500 cartons of soap and 1130 basins)
· Supported 18 health assistants and 4 health inspectors in support supervision, coordination of HEP task forces and reporting in Kitgum district.
Inter-Agency Collaboration and Key Partnerships
· A consolidated Hepatitis E response carried out and planned was provided to the District Task Force. The Task Force is consolidating all the inputs so far made by the partners. Supervision and monitoring will be conducted by the District Technical Team to ensure that implementation of intervention activities are in line with agreed strategies and standards. This is intended to improve on the efficiency, effectiveness and comprehensive coverage of intervention measures.  
· Patternship Cooperation Agreement (PCA) between UNICEF and ASB was signed. ASB will carry out intervention in 5 sub counties of Omot, Puranga, Awere, Corner Kilak and Lira Palwo, in both the communities and schools. 
Funding
· Supplementary funds of 53,186,000 /= was advanced to Kitgum District Local Government to support social mobilization through training of more VHTs, Hygiene promotion using film van and drama, training of HA and HI on the PHAST methodology, training of science teachers and senior women teachers and the revitalization of sub county task forces.
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