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REVIEW OF THE SEASONAL RAINFALL PERFORMANCE FOR THE PERIOD MARCH TO MAY 2008 AND FORECAST FOR JUNE - AUGUST 2008.  

SUMMARY 
· The onset of steady rains was on time (early/mid March) over most areas
· Overall most parts of Uganda received near normal rains apart from Lake Victoria Basin region which recorded above normal rainfall and most parts of Karamoja which received below normal rainfall. 
· There were rather high month-to-month variations in the rainfall amounts and distribution. 
· Near normal to above normal rainfall was experienced over most areas of the country in March and continued through April over Lake Victoria Basin and central region.
· Between mid April and mid May long dry spells were experienced over many areas of south western, western and northern regions and resulted into near to below normal rainfall being recorded in these areas. 
·  A transition from La Niña to neutral conditions in equatorial Pacific Ocean is expected during the period June-August. 
· Rains currently being experienced in western ,south-western  and central Uganda expected to cease around mid/late June
· The climate outlook for June-July-August (JJA) 2008 season indicates that overall, most parts of Uganda are expected to experience near normal rains with slight tendencies to below normal rainfall over most parts.
1. REVIEW OF RAINFALL PERFORMANCE, MARCH TO MAY 2008
An assessment of the rainfall recorded during the season indicates that the seasonal performance was in the near normal category (75 – 125% of Long-Term Mean) over most parts of the country, and in the above normal category (>125% of Long-Term Mean ) over wide areas of the Lake Victoria basin. Over Karamoja region Kotido recorded a poor performance of just 52% of the Long-Term Mean. 
The overall performance based on the long term means (LTM) is indicated in table 1 while total rainfall compared to LTMs is shown in figure 1. 
Table 1: Overall performance of March – May 2008 seasonal rainfall: (Below normal range is 
              < 75% of LTM; Normal range is 75%-125%; above normal range is > 125%)
	No.
	Station 
	District
	Actual March – May 2008 rainfall amount (mm)
	% of actual rainfall compared to Long Term Mean (LTM)

	1
	Masindi
	Masindi
	329.0
	78%

	2
	Kyenjojo
	Kyenjojo
	252.2
	65%

	3
	Kyembogo
	Kabarole
	536.5
	129%

	4
	Kasese
	Kasese
	266.3
	88%

	5
	Mbarara
	Mbarara
	308.1
	114%

	7
	Kabale
	Kabale
	313.5
	91%

	8
	Mubende
	Mubende
	374.0
	98%

	9
	Nakasongola
	Nakasongola
	428.7
	112%

	10
	Entebbe
	Wakiso
	907.3
	127%

	11
	Kampala
	Kampala
	563.2
	125%

	12
	Namulonge
	Wakiso
	398.6
	104%

	13
	Kituza
	Mukono
	760.4
	147%

	14
	Kiige
	Kamuli
	613.6
	123%

	15
	Jinja
	Jinja
	489.0
	103%

	16
	Tororo
	Tororo
	569.8
	103%

	17
	Soroti
	Soroti
	385.5
	84%

	18
	Kitgum
	Kitgum
	411.5
	110%

	19
	Kalongo
	Pader
	331.7
	99%

	20
	Kotido
	Kotido
	116.8
	52%

	21
	Namalu
	Nakapiripiriti
	343.7
	81%

	22
	Gulu
	Gulu
	401.7
	94%

	23
	Arua
	Arua
	266.4
	79%
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Fig1: Performance of March - May 2008 total seasonal rainfall compared to Long-Term Mean

2.0  THE OUTLOOK FOR JUNE TO AUGUST 2008 SEASON

The forecast period (June – August) is generally part of the dry season over most parts of western, central, Lake basin and eastern regions but a major rainfall season for much of the northern region. 

This climate outlook for June to August 2008 is based on regression of observed rainfall, together with sea surface temperatures (SSTs), Sea Surface Temperature gradients and the expected evolution of global SST patterns as well as upper air circulations patterns on Ugandan rainfall. In addition, details of the climatology, trends of the ongoing weather patterns and the physical features of the different regions of the country were also considered.  

Overall, there is an increased likelihood of near normal conditions over much Uganda with a slight tendency to below normal rainfall. The downscaled forecast for each region is given as follows:

2.1 WESTERN

2.1.1 South Western (Kisoro, Kabale, Rukungiri, Kanungu, Ntungamo,  

         Mbarara, Kiruhura, Bushenyi, Kasese)

The region is currently receiving outbreaks of moderate rains that are likely to persist up to late June/early July. Overall, there are high chances of near normal to below normal rains over most parts of this region.

2.1.2 Central Western (Masindi, Hoima, Kibaale, Bundibugyo,  

            Kabarole, Kyenjojo, Kamwenge)

Currently the region is experiencing intermittent rains that are expected to continue up to the end of the season with a break of dry spells expected in mid July. Overall, there are high chances of near normal to below normal rains.

2.1.3 North Western (Moyo, Arua, Terego, Nebbi, Okoro, Adjumani, Yumbe)
The region is currently experiencing its main rainy season but punctuated with occasional shot-lived dry spells. This is expected to persist up to the end of the season. Overall, near to below normal rains are expected.

2.2 CENTRAL
2.2.1 Western parts of Central (Mubende, Mpigi, Kiboga, Luwero, Nakasongola, 
      Sembabule, Western Masaka, Rakai)

The moderate rains which are currently being experienced over the region are expected to continue up to late June/early July. Probabilities are high for most parts of the region to receive near normal to below normal rains. 

2.2.2 Eastern parts of Central (Mukono, South Kayunga)
The region is currently experiencing outbreaks of showers and thunderstorms which are expected to continue up to late June/early July when the dry season will set in. The dry season, punctuated by occasional outbreaks of showers and thunderstorms is expected to persist up to mid August. 

2.3 LAKE VICTORIA BASIN AND CENTRAL AREAS

2.3.1.
Central and Western Lake Victoria Basin (Kalangala, Kampala, 


Wakiso, Eastern Masaka, South Mpigi)

This region is currently experiencing some outbreaks of showers and thunderstorms that are expected to continue up to around late June/early July. Thereafter dry conditions, punctuated by occasional showers and thunderstorms are expected to set in and continue up to late August/early September. Overall near normal to above normal rains are expected in this region.

2.3.2 Eastern Lake Victoria Basin (South Jinja, South Bugiri, South Busia, Mayuge)

Currently the region is experiencing some outbreaks of showers and thunderstorms that are likely to continue up to around mid-June. Thereafter the dry season punctuated with occasional outbreaks of showers is expected to get established and continue up to around early August. Overall, near normal to above normal rainfall is expected over this region.

2.4  EASTERN

2.4.1 South Eastern (Jinja, Kamuli, Iganga, Bugiri, Busia and  Tororo)

The on-going outbreaks of rain showers punctuated by short dry spells are expected to continue up to late June, thereafter the dry season punctuated by occasional showers and thunderstorms is expected to set in and continue up to early August. 
3.4.2 Eastern Central (Pallisa, Budaka, Mbale, Sironko, Manafa, Kapchorwa, Kumi, Kaberamaido, Soroti)
The region is experiencing intermittent rains which are expected to persist up to late June. The dry season with occasional outbreaks of showers and thunderstorms is expected to set in early July and last till mid August. 

3.2.5.3   North Eastern (Katakwi, Moroto, Kotido, Nakapiripiti)

 Currently this region is dry with occasional showers and thunderstorms. There are high chances for near normal to below normal rains over this region 
3.2.6.1 NORTHERN (Gulu, Apac, Lira, Kitgum, Pader)

Currently the rains in this region are on a decline but are expected to pick up late June and continue through to late October/early November. Overall there are high chances of near normal to above normal rains. 

 N.B:
The Department of Meteorology will continue to monitor the evolution of relevant weather systems particularly the state of the SSTs and issue appropriate updates and advisories to the users regularly.

EXPLANATORY NOTES TO TERMINOLOGY

Above Normal:
This is when the total rainfall is above 125% of the long - term -mean (LTM). Impact on socio-economic activities is mostly boosted especially in the modest degrees of above average.

Normal:

This is when the total rainfall is in the range of 75% to 125%

of the LMT. This range of rainfall is expected to adequately support the normal socio-economic activities for the various areas.

Below Normal:
This is when the total rainfall is below 75% of the LTM.  Under this range there are high chances for socio-economic activities being stressed, the level of stress increasing with increasing rainfall deficiency.

Accuracy:        
This forecast is up to 70% accurate.  It is supported by products from 
                                   Regional Forecast Centres.  It will be updated in our regular bulletins 
                                   as usual.

S.A.K. Magezi
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