PRESENTATION BY GROUP 8 ON  29TH  FEBRUARY 2008
LAND, ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME-WOOD-COVERAGE AND  WETLANDS.
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TOPIC I
The Program objectives, priorities were clear except the group noted the following;

· Issues of land were not captured in the objectives.
· Involvement of schools in environment and natural resource management through use of school gardens were not highlighted.
The Groups Suggestions

Objective

1. To address the issue of availability of land for returnees both at the village level and at the IDP camps.
2. To enhances access to land ownership and security for landless, returnees and those who want to settle in the former IDP camps.
Strategy

1. Districts to reactivate area land committees

2. Clan heads and elders together with land committees to identify original land boundaries and ensure equitable distribution of land.
3. Government to put in place a policy for compensation of owners of land that was occupied by IDP camps

Activities
1. Mobilization and sensitization of stakeholders on the importance of land issues at the district level.
2. Facilitation of the area land committees to do their work effectively

3. Demarcate and survey former IDP lands and other public land.

4. Demarcate the old proper district Administrative boundaries

5. Government to identify funding for the demarcation and establishment of boundaries.

Comment on District Activities

1. Districts should develop their own activity plans.

2. The Secretariat of PRDP should liaise with the Ministry of Lands and NEMA in implementation of these activities to streamline the issues noted above.
3. The Districts be allocated separate budgets instead of lamping them up.

4. A joint monitoring mechanism should be developed i.e. after every 6 months and at the end of every year.

5. Update of approved MTEF

6. Districts to come up their clear plans
Non State Actor
More advocacy on the importance of proper land management and different stakeholders should know their roles.
Increase funding to the sector.
The target to Restore

The group suggested that the degraded community forest should be increased to 85% instead of 30%. To start off with 25% in the first year and to increase to 30% per year in years 2 & 3 respectively.
TOPIC II
With limited resources the group agreed to priorities the following Objectives.
1. Mobilization and sensitization of communities to form Environment Management structures and resource user committees

2. Establishment of community nurseries, woodlots and encouraging farmers to institutionalize tree planting and agro-forestry.

The group also felt that burning of charcoal was a big problem to the destruction of the environment. It was proposed that government should find alternative means of energy sources such as gas, bio gas or solar energy as a replacement of charcoal for cooking.
The government should also facilitate the development of bye laws and ordinances to check the rampant cutting trees for charcoal.
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