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REVIEW OF RAINFALL PERFORMANCE FROM 1ST MARCH – 30TH APRIL 2009 AND OUTLOOK FOR MAY.

SUMMARY 

· The late onset of the rains (late March/early April) over most areas of Uganda resulted in an overall poor performance of March 2009 rainfall 
· Performance improved in April although some places in western, central and Karamoja regions continued to experience poor rainfall conditions
· A number of incidents involving destruction of life and property due to heavy rains, lightning strikes and strong winds have been reported from several parts of the country at the start of the rains. 
· The outlook for May 2009 indicates a likelihood of near normal rainfall over Lake Victoria basin, Central, eastern and northern Uganda.  A decline is expected over western and south western where cessation is likely to occur late May. 

1. REVIEW OF RAINFALL PERFORMANCE, MARCH-APRIL 2009
Due to the late onset of the rains, performance was generally poor in March. An improvement was realised in April but overall most parts of Uganda reported rainfall within the near normal to below normal range during the period 1st March to 30th April 20009. For example, in the Lake Basin and central, Kampala recorded 43%, Namulonge 61% and Kituza 67% of their Long-Term Mean (LTM) rainfall, which was in the  below normal range. Only Kibanda, Entebbe and Mubende recorded amounts which were within the near normal range; 102%, 93% and 80% respectively. 

In the western region, Bushenyi recorded 58%, Kyenjojo and Kasese 61% each of LTM all of which are in below normal range. However rainfall was in the near normal range in Masindi, Kabale and Mbarara (96%, 93% and 77% respectively).

In the eastern region, Soroti recorded 58% and Jinja 49%, all in the below normal category. Tororo, Kumi and Kige recorded rainfall which was in the near normal range (115%, 92% and 78% respectively)

In northern and north eastern Uganda, below normal rainfall was recorded at Moroto which received only 24% of LTM.  Gulu, Lira and Kitgum recorded 113%, 94% and 88% respectively (near normal) while Kotido and Arua recorded 136% and 125% of LTM respectively (above normal) 
The overall performance based on the long term means (LTM) is indicated in Table 1 while total rainfall compared to LTMs in Fgure1 
Table 1: Overall performance of March-April 2009 rainfall: (Below normal range is < 75% of LTM; Normal 

              range is 75%-125%; Above normal range is > 125%)
	No.
	Station
	District
	Actual March -April2009 rainfall amount (mm)
	% of actual rainfall compared to Long Term Mean (LTM)

	1
	Masindi
	Masindi
	269.2
	96

	2
	Kyenjojo
	Kyenjojo
	171.4
	61

	3
	Kasese
	Kasese
	123.1
	61

	4
	Bushenyi
	Bushenyi
	145.0
	53

	5
	Mbarara
	Mbarara
	157.7
	77

	6
	Kabale
	Kabale
	234.7
	93

	7
	Entebbe
	Wakiso
	413.0
	93

	8
	Kampala (MUK)
	Kampala
	129.3
	43

	9
	Namulonge
	Wakiso
	152.8
	61

	10
	Kituza
	Mukono
	230.8
	67

	11
	Jinja
	Jinja
	218.9
	67

	12
	Kige
	Kamuli
	255.3
	78

	13
	Tororo
	Tororo
	401.8
	115

	14
	Kumi
	Kumi
	297.4
	92

	15
	Soroti
	Soroti
	153.3
	58

	16
	Lira
	Lira
	218.8
	94

	17
	Gulu
	Gulu
	271.3
	113

	18
	Kitgum
	Kitgum
	187.3
	88

	19
	Kotido
	Kotido
	187.0
	136

	20
	Moroto
	Moroto
	41.5
	24

	21
	Arua
	Arua
	266.6
	125
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Fig1: Performance of March -April 2009 rainfall compared to Long-Term Mean
2. OUTLOOK FOR MAY 2009
The outlook May 2009 is based on the expected continuation of near average Sea Surface Temperatures (SSTs) over eastern and central equatorial Pacific Ocean. In addition, the warm SSTs which have been prevailing over south western Indian Ocean and the Tropical Atlantic Ocean are expected to cool to average levels. Rainfall reduction is expected over south-western and western and cessation is expected late May/early June. Near normal rainfall is expected to continue over Lake Victoria Basin, Central and Eastern Uganda up to early June. The rains are expected to continue into June – August over Northern Uganda. 
N.B:
The Department of Meteorology will continue to issue appropriate updates and 
            advisories to the users regularly.
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