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In this last month, LABE organized a training of 80 teachers and 160 parent educators from  sub-counties, Distributed 180 lesson preparation books and 60 registers to 15 schools, enrolled parents for adult literacy classes in the school communities especially in original villages where people are returning in  both Amuru and Gulu. Some of the challenges here was that some teachers had gone for in service training and could not attend the training and most learners enrolled in adult literacy are women; men are not interested or too shy to enroll.

However, not so much has changed in the last month in Gulu and Amuru, districts.  in terms of increasing access to basic education both the districts are progressing well.  However, the quality of the education remains as a big challenge. This is partly because of the gaps in service provision both in return sites. There is need for school infrastructure development still in terms of classrooms, teachers’ houses, latrines and safe water, especially in some return school sites like Bidin and Lungulu primary schools in Alero sub-county and St. Kizito Bidati in Anaka sub-county all in Amuru district.

In addition to that, there are still five schools not yet returned in Amuru district to their original sites due to lack of infrastructures like classrooms, Latrines, teachers accommodation and clean water. These are Abbot, Pogoogwera and Marawobi primary schools in Pabbo sub-county, Abalokodi primary school in Atiak sub-county and Kochlipakia in Kochgoma sub county.  
However, Marawobi and Abbot primary schools in Pabbo sub-county are ear marked to benefit from the school Facility Grants. Somehow the construction has started but moving slowly.
On the other hand African Revival facilitated teacher exchange/ reciprocal visit and Schools Linking Programme which is ongoing link between 25 schools in Amuru and 25 schools in the UK

They had schools linking coordinators workshop on 20th May 09 to enhance creative and timely communication between linked schools and themes for term II were handed over to school linking coordinators on “food we eat and were it comes from” This is one way of learning best practices from each other and helping to improve on recovery and performance as well
Under their Focal Schools Programme, African Revival is providing support to a few focus schools on a 3-5 year holistic development plan. Refurbishment of the Admin Block is at finishing stages at Juba Road P/S and the construction of classroom block is ongoing. Maro-Awobi primary school received UGX. 2,000,000 to boost their Music Dance and Drama preparations, and sports performances.
In terms of infrastructural development, In Gulu and Amuru districts, bids for the 24 schools that have been earmarked for rehabilitation by UNICEF, has been opened and under evaluation for the award of contract to contractors who were prequalified. Work will start soon to solve some of the space problems in the selected schools
The works to be undertaken will vary from school to school but will include a combination of the following – classroom construction/rehabilitation, construction of teacher housing, construction of latrines, teacher office/storeroom rehabilitation/construction..
Challenges:

The challenge encountered here is that the original budget which was to be worked with when the scope of work was being determined has been reduced and so there has been re-evaluation of the exact level of intervention which could be achieved with the revised budget. 
There is still limited support for children living with disabilities, ECD, NFE, secondary education and other post-primary opportunities for youth, especially vocational training, is still limited compared to primary education.
